
Sunday, December 25, 2022 
The Nativity of the Lord 
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Church of the Assumption 
20 East Ave., Fairport, NY 

(585) 388-0040  
www.cota.church 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 
Wednesdays after 11:15 AM Mass 

Saturdays after 4:00 PM Mass 
or by appointment 

Church of the Resurrection 
63 Mason Rd., Fairport, NY 
(585) 223-5500   
www.resurrectionfairport.org 
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 
First Saturday at 7:00 AM  
or by appointment 

Mass at Church of the Resurrection 
Sunday 9:45 AM † M-T-Th-F 8:30 AM 

Mass at Church of the Assumption 
Saturday Vigil 4:00 PM 

Sunday 8:00 AM and 11:30 AM 
M-W-F: 11:15 AM 
T-W-Th: 7:30 AM 

The Christmas Truce of 
1914  

 
Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.   

Luke 2:14  
 
For many, the Christmas story is a 
tender story. The story of God-come-to-
earth in the form of an innocent child is 
one that pulls at the heartstrings. As we 
will see, it has run so deep in the 
western culture, that it has the power to 
bring a world war to peace, even if only 
for a moment.    
The countries of Europe went to war in 
the summer of 1914 with the belief that 
the conflict would be over 
by Christmas. Within only a few 
months, however, hundreds of 
thousands of soldiers had been killed in 
heavy fighting. By December 1914 the 
reality of trench warfare had settled in, 
and weeks of heavy rain had turned 
both the trenches and the No Man’s 
Land that separated them into a cold, 
muddy morass. In some places, 
enemies were separated by 50 yards or 
less.   
The situation in the trenches was dire! 
The armies of the Allied and Central 
Powers were grimly deadlocked, facing 
each other across a series of trenches 
that stretched more than 400 miles 
from the English Channel to 
Switzerland. Enduring rains in some 
places filled the trenches with water up 
to 5 feet deep!    
In early December an attempt was 
made to secure an official truce for the 
holidays. Pope Benedict XV had 
ascended to the papacy just a month 
after the outbreak of war, and on 
December 7 he issued an appeal to the 
leaders of Europe “that the guns may 

fall silent at least upon the night the 
angels sang.” Benedict’s hope was that 
a truce would allow the warring powers 
to negotiate a fair and lasting peace, 
but neither side was interested. The 
soldiers took the initiative, however, 
when outside events seemed to 
provide a path to the truce that their 
leaders had rejected.  
The Christmas truce arose from the 
ranks, with both armies making small 
gestures of good will in the days before 
Dec. 25. As the temperatures fell below 
freezing on Christmas Eve, the guns 
went silent in various places. British 
soldiers were struck by the haunting 
sound of Germans singing Stille Nacht 
(Silent Night). Through the gloom, the 
British could also see the flames of 
candles dotting the branches of 
makeshift Christmas trees. Up and 
down the line the British, moved by the 
holiday spirit, responded with carols of 
their own; following each selection, the 
other side would cheer and applaud.   
Slowly, cautiously, the two armies crept 
out into the shell-blasted 
landscape.  The soldiers discovered 
that each side had ordinary men like 
themselves. Many realized that they 
bore each other no real enmity, that 
they were merely pawns in a vast 
struggle beyond their control. Making 
themselves understood by signs, gifts 
were exchanged such as English 
corned beef and German cigars. One 
British soldier wrote home: “Just you 
think, that while you were eating your 
turkey, etc, I was out talking and 
shaking hands with the very men I had 
been trying to kill a few hours before! It 
was astounding!”  
The truce was rather widespread. 
Where Britons faced Germans, more 
than two-thirds of the troops made 
temporary peace. The French and 
Belgians were far less charitable since 
the Germans had viciously invaded 

their lands. They were not alone in their 
disapproval. One soldier, a dispatch 
runner, complained that in wartime 
such an understanding "should not be 
allowed". His name was Adolf Hitler.  
When word got back to the 
commanders of both sides, they were 
appalled. So, with great reluctance, the 
troops said goodbye and ambled back 
to their trenches, dreading what was to 
come. Though many had fantasized 
that their gestures might lead to an 
armistice, they knew it was a futile 
dream. In some cases, a single shot on 
Dec. 26 was enough to get the war 
going again.  “It was a day of peace in 
war,” commented a German 
participant, “It is only a pity that it was 
not decisive peace.”  
The story of the Christmas truce shows 
that when enemies really see each 
other as brothers, they prefer to 
reconcile and no longer desire to kill 
each other. Jesus came to earth to 
reconcile us to the Father and to each 
other from the enmity that comes from 
the fall of Adam (Gen. 3:1-19).  In this 
polarized world, with whole factions of 
society making enemies of each other, 
we need to petition God so that peace 
may reign in all of us!  If it can happen 
between men on both sides of the 
trenches in 1914, it can happen 
today.    
 
 
Let us pray that the Christmas story 
touch our nation, our families, and our 
hearts so powerfully that hostilities and 
divisiveness may come to an end and 
that we may experience the reconciling 
love of Christ now and always.  
 

Merry Christmas to all,  
 



Church of the Assumption Christmas Flower Donations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Memory of : 
 
Robert LeHane & Joan Walsh  
by Maura Walsh 
 
John & Antoinette Simone and Tom & 
Rose Burke by Carol Burke 
 
Andrea Sebastianelli by Kristin Green 
 
John & Edith Haubrick and Bud & Mary 
Overbeck by Dan & Julie Overbeck 
 
Gerald Macko Vincent  and  
Genevieve Lostumbo  
by Katherine M. Lostumbo 
 
George Sprague by Chris Sprague 
 
The deceased members of our family  
by Mr. & Mrs.  Michael Golan 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Schmid and Mr. & Mrs. Sweet  
by Rosemarie Sweet 
 
Fred & Rose Vincent, Janet Ange, Mary 
Santillo, and the Sestito Family  
by Liz Vincent 
 
Karekos Family, Calviera Family, Patricia 
Wroblewski, and Jeremy Mechetti  
by Mr. & Mrs. Tracey Karekos 
 
Richard & Margaret De La Vergne  
by Rebecca J De La Vergne 
 
Ted Maloney by Rita Maloney 
 
Stephen Crawford by Mary Brickle 
 
Michael, Grace & David Beato  
by Nancy Beato 
 
Lawrence Joseph Braggs by Rohit Braggs 
 
Frederick Martin (husband) and  
Marie Campbell (friend) by Pat Martin 
 
Raymond Burnett, Al Nazzaro, and William 
Pankiw by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Nazzaro 
 
Eric M. Warner, Paul S.& Catherine 
Menaguale, and Leon & Paul F. Menguale 
by Catherine Warner 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles & Anna Christ by Christine & 
AnnMarie Christ 
 
Deceased members of the Byrski family  
by Agnes Taylor 
 
Joseph & Josephine Lina and Thomas & 
Nancy Caglia by Tom & Fran Collier 
 
Anthony Buscaglia  
by The Buscaglia Family 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Andrulonis and  
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Samick  
by Sam & Sue Samick 
 
Pat Posella by wife, Elia 
 
George & Gina Dapolito, by Family 
 
Sonja & Ted Terrell Sr. by Family 
 
Michael & Virginia Dapolito by Family 
 
Luigi & Emma Alvaro by Family 
 
Julia Salerno by God-daughter, Julie 
 
Fr. George Heyman,  
by Ted, Julie & Matt Terrell 
 
Matthew Watters, Beatrice & John 
Watters,  and Frank & Angela Yacco,  
by the Watters Family 
 
Jessie & Paul Gillette and Cora & Leo 
Grenier by Cora & Tom Gillette 
 
Helen & John Jones and Judy Adams  
by May Kay Lupton 
 
The deceased members of the  
Graffeo Family  by Rosemary Pecor & Sue 
Alaimo 
 
Mr & Mrs. Glenn Warren and Mr. & Mrs. 
Harry “Red” Williams by Michael Williams 
 
Julian & Edna  Houde  
by Cynthia M. Pontbrient 
 
Thomas Adams  
by Joan & Leon Morgiewicz 
 
Mary Oretego by Terry Loessberg 
 
Annie Langlois by Bernie Ketchum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theresa & Tito Pittinaro by Family 
 
Ed & Marie Kenney, Berniece & Marvin 
Evershed, and Maureen Kenney  
by Kathleen & Greg Evershed 
 
Deceased members of the Knauf, Holmes, 
and  Lipke Families  
by Jim & Collen Knauf 
 
Deceased members of the Ragan, Holmes 
and Zissler Families by Mary Jo Zissler 
 
Christopher Montgomery, Anne 
Montgomery, Robert Kalan, and Alice 
Kalen  
by Donald & Lynn Montgomery 
 
Gayle & Chuck Vance  
by Terry & Pat Haggett 
 
Randy Smith, Ann Wells, and James Duffy  
by Catherine Smith 
 
John & Helen Trealy, Richard Kubiak and 
Francis & Edmund Kubiak,  
by John & Christine Trealy 
 

Any memorials that came in after 
Wednesday 12/14/2022 will be included in 
the January 1, 2023 bulletin 



Welcome to Our Faith-Sharing Community 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
As a parish family, we pray together 
for… 

Healing for... 

Marianne Eisenhardt, 

Devlin Kennelly, Maritza Cruz  

Charlie, Pat, Cereana, Shirley, 

Xyla (& prayers for family), Nanu  

Barbara Perkins, Nancy Scarborough  

Yolanda Manetta,  

Joan Fisher,  

Owen (from injuries from a car 
accident), 

Kathryn De La Vergne, 

Jim Mulcahy, Dillon Stewart 

Gary (from cancer), Morey 

A very special healing intention 

 

Intentions of… 

Marge Rotondo–Hauer, John Stio,   

Mary, Carol B.,  

Joshua Conway,  

Jessica Savage, 

Bob and Trudy Byrnes, 

Than Nguyen, 

Rebecca De La Vergne, 

Jonathan, Owen, Christina Marie,  

Michael Natale, 

Hospital chaplains, First responders 

All those who care for the sick and 
elderly,  

All those for struggling with things 
that they do not talk about 

 

We print a new list each week. Share 
your bulletin prayer requests with us at 
https://b.link/prayer-requests      

We pray together for the 
repose of the souls of  

Carmen Pittinaro and 
Timothy Hannan 

May they and all the 
recently departed rest in 
peace. 

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 

Saturday December 24 Christmas Eve 

4:00 PM (A)  For the people of the parish 

4:30 PM  (R)   For the people of the parish 

6:00 PM (A)   For the people of the parish 

8:00 PM (R)   For the people of the parish 

10:00 PM(A)  For the people of the parish 

Sunday December 25 Christmas Day 

8:30 AM (A) For the people of the parish 

10:00 AM (R) For the people of the parish 

Monday December 26 Feast of St. Stephen, First Martyr 

8:30 AM (R)    For all Deacons 

11:15 AM (A)  Leo & Concetta Staffaroni…………………………………………………………………..Family 

 Frank Marra (35th Anniversary)…………………………………….Lena Marra & family 

Tuesday, December  27 Feast of St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 

7:30 AM (A)    Ellen Modock………………………………………………………………………………Mary Beato 

8:30 AM (R)   Thomas Maher, birthday……………………………………………………The Maher Family 

Wednesday, December 28 Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs 

7:30 AM (A)  Stan Gawlik (4th Anniversary)………………………………………………………..…Dorothy 

11:15 AM (A)  Isabel J. McCarthy………………………………………….……………Cornelius J. McCarthy 

 Estelle McGuire…………………………………………………………....The DeLooze Family 

Thursday, December 29 Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

7:30 AM (A)  Memorial Scroll…………………………………………………………………..Family Members 

8:30 AM (R)  For vocations to the priesthood 

Friday, December 30 Feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary,& Joseph 

8:30 AM (R)   For all families 

11:15 AM (A)  Robert Stiedol……………………………………………………..…...Becky Happ Tuttobene 

  Edmund DeLooze……………………………………………...………...The DeLooze Family 

Sunday January 1,  Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

Saturday 4:00 PM (A) Laura & Andrew Lynch…………………………………………………….John Lynch 

 Robert Uguccioni……………………………………………………………..The Albano Family 

8:00 AM (A) Catherine Wangler-Spriggs…………………………………………………...Deb & Michelle 

9:45 AM (R) Donald McDonald……………………………………………………………...Dr. Nandini Joshi 

11:30 AM (A) Antonietta & William DiRisio…………………….William & Larella DiRisio & family 

 

 

(A) Mass at Church of the Assumption (R) Mass at Church of the Resurrection 

 

This week, Assumption’s Tabernacle Candle burns in memory of the  
Anthony Buscaglia  

at the request of Jo Buscaglia 

Ensure that Holy Christmas is never a celebration of 
commercial consumerism, of appearances or of useless 
gifts, or of excessive waste, but that it is a celebration of 
joyfully welcoming the Lord into the crib and into the 
heart. 

Pope Francis,  
Meeting with the personnel of the Holy See, 2014  

https://b.link/prayer-requests
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2014/december/documents/papa-francesco_20141222_dipendenti-santa-sede-scv.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2014/december/documents/papa-francesco_20141222_dipendenti-santa-sede-scv.html


Welcome to Our Faith-Sharing Community 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of: 

Salvatore & Eloise Infantino and Lillian Diggins by Phyllis & Bob Diggins 

Recently deceased family members, by Lori Reed 

Jack & Marge Connor by Kathleen Cronin 

Judy Buchanan and deceased members of the Applin family by Sandy & Ray Buchanan 

Mary Rizzo by Doreen & Joe MacDonough 

Mary Gorzell, Fred Gorzell, Fred Gorzell III, Joseph Hickey, Francis Hickey, and Donald O’Donoghue by Lynne Gorzell 

Edmundo Crowe by the Crowe Family 

In Honor of: 

Our Children & Grandchildren and their families by Bob & Toni Brinster 

Christmas Flower Donations 

Church of the Resurrection 

Readings for the week of December 25, 2022 

Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts 13:16-
17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25  

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14  

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 Day: Is 
52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9
-14 

Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 
17/Mt 10:17-22  

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8  

Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18  

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35  

Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 
4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23   

Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18  

Next Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 
2:16-21 

Holy Moments 
A Handbook for the Rest of Your Life 

By Matthew Kelly 
 

Don’t forget to pick up a free copy of Matthew Kelly’s 
latest book, Holy Moments, on your way out of Church 

this weekend as our gift to you this Christmas. 
 

Watch your Flocknotes in early January for an oppor-
tunity to join online discussion groups to talk about the 
book and share your own ‘Holy Moments” with others. 

“You have so much more to 
offer. You know it. You 

have sensed it for some 
time now. This sacred truth 

has been bubbling up in 
your soul. But you have 

never known quite what to 
do about it. All that is about 

to change.” 
Matthew Kelly 



Joy to the world, the Lord has come! 

Daniel and the Timing of Christ’s Coming  

It would seem that Gabriel’s name meaning Mighty Man 
of God refers to his role in proclaiming the Incarnation of 
God the Son—the true Mighty Man of God.   

It is the Angel Gabriel who explains to Daniel the time of 
the Messiah’s birth. Gabriel explains that the Messiah will 
appear publicly after “sixty-nine weeks” (Dan 9:20, 25). 
Sixty-nine weeks is another way of saying sixty-nine 
sevens (69 x 7 = 483) or 483 years. The 483-year 
countdown begins, according to Gabriel, “from the going 
forth of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the 
coming of an anointed one” (Dan 9:25).   

The “going forth of the word to restore and build 
Jerusalem” occurred when King Artaxerxes issued the 
proclamation to restore and rebuild Jerusalem in 453 B.C. 
(Dan 9:25).  

If we follow the calculation given by the Archangel Gabriel 
to Daniel and measure out 483 years from the date of 
453 B.C., we arrive at the date of A.D. 30, the time of 
Christ’s baptism and the beginning of His public ministry. 
It is Gabriel who tells Daniel the exact date of the 
Messiah’s appearance in A.D. 30. It is not surprising then 
that God sent the same angel to announce to Mary that 
the time had come for the Messiah to be born so that He 
would be ready to begin His ministry by A.D. 30.  

Now Saint Gabriel explained that one more week of 
seven years shall follow after A.D. 30. During this time, 
“the Messiah shall be cut off, but not for himself” (Dan 
9:26). In other words, the Messiah shall die not for 
Himself, but for others. Saint Gabriel explains to Daniel 
that this will happen at after “half the week” (Dan 9:27) or 
three and a half years after A.D. 30. Three and a half 
years after A.D. 30 brings us to A.D. 33—the year of 
Christ’s death on the cross. Gabriel foretells the death of 
the Messiah down to the exact year. The final three and a 
half years end in A.D. 36, the time marking the vision of 
Saint Peter in the ninth chapter of Acts which initiated the 
inclusion of the Gentiles into the Catholic Church. This 
time also marks the conversion of Saint Paul and his 
apostolic mission to the Gentiles.  

When Caesar Augustus called for a census of the Roman 
Empire, he had ruled the Empire for more than a quarter 
of a century. God chose this Roman Emperor to fulfill an 
obscure Jewish prophecy—that the Messiah should be 
born in Bethlehem: But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
who are little to be among the clans of Judah, from you 
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from of old, from ancient days (Mic 5:2). 
Until this time, Joseph and Mary had lived in Nazareth, 
and it appeared that the miraculous baby of Mary would 
be born there. Caesar intervened, and Joseph found 
himself packing up his pregnant wife for the ninety-mile 
journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem. We are only told 
that Joseph went to Bethlehem, “because he was of the 
house and lineage of David” (Luke 2:4). Joseph likely felt 
the need to go to Bethlehem in order to ensure that he 

would not forfeit land that was his by inheritance.  

Bethlehem was not only the prophetic birthplace of the 
future Messiah, but also it had been the birthplace of 
King David and the site of his anointing as the King of 
Israel.  
  

Excerpted from The Eternal City: Rome & The Origins of 
Catholic Christianity  

By Dr. Taylor Marshall  

For more details on this subject, see https://
jewsforjesus.org/learn/the-messianic-time-table-
according-to-daniel-the-prophet 

Fr. Mickey and the Staff of the Church of the 
Resurrection and the Church of the Assumption wish 

you and your families peace, love, and joy this 
Christmas season. 

May you and your families be blessed with all you 
need today and always. 



SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 

Catholic?  Thinking about it?  Know someone who would 
like to inquire? 

When the Church uses the word “adult” regarding 
Christian initiation, it refers to anyone who has reached 
the age of reason.    

RCIA is an ongoing process especially designed for: 

• those interested in finding out more about being a 
Catholic Christian 

• adults and children aged seven and older who 
desire to be baptized in the Catholic Church 

• those baptized in another faith tradition who desire 
to become Catholic 

• baptized Catholics who would like to complete their 
sacraments of initiation (First Communion and 
Confirmation) 

We meet after the 11:30 am Mass most Sundays in the 
school of religion, Church of Assumption, room 9.   

Our meetings will resume after the holidays. 
Please contact Julie Gutierrez at 585 -388-5428 
with any question or email to:  
Julie.Gutierrez@dor.org  

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION  
ADULTS (RCIA) 

CAMERA OPERATORS & SLIDE TECHS NEEDED  

We continue to livestream Masses at both Assumption and 
Resurrection, helping to keep our homebound parishioners 
and our out-of-town friends and family connected to our 
parishes. Our awesome Stream Team volunteers make this 
possible, however, we find ourselves in need of more 
volunteers. Without volunteers, it will become more and 
more difficult to make sure every Mass is livestreamed.  

We invite you to shadow one of our camera operators during 
Mass to see how it's done. 

If you are interested, please contact Liz Clarke at 
elizabeth.clarke@dor.org or call 388-5433  

 

 

 
 
We are a ministry of both the Church of the 
Resurrection and Church of the Assumption.  You can 
join us  
in-person or knit/crochet from home and drop your 
completed items off at either parish. 
We make prayer shawls, lap blankets, hats, scarves and 
mittens for those in need and baby hats for infants in 
our local hospitals. Our goal for the next few months is 
to include hats, scarves and mittens with our Angel Tree 
and Christmas Caring & Sharing gift donations.  

We meet on the First Wednesday of every month  

Next meeting: 
January 4, 2022 1:00-2:30 PM 

Church of the Assumption Living Room 
For more information or if you or someone you know 
needs a prayer shawl please call Becky, 585-748-4685 
or call the number listed under “The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry” in the bulletin.  

 

The New Year is around the corner. Looking for 
something new to do? Sunday Dinner Ministry needs your 
help! Over the years, this vital ministry, hosted by Church of 
the Resurrection on the third Sunday of each month, has 
offered a healthy, delicious and free meal to as many as 125 
people each month. When asked to do so, Bev and Mike Rees 
agreed to temporarily coordinate this outreach; 20 years later, 
it’s time to pass the baton! Many hands make light work, as the 
old adage goes. A number of volunteers are scheduled to pitch 
in with cooking, delivery and clean-up. We are looking for an 
individual, a couple, or friends to coordinate this effort that is 
an incredible blessing to those who receive our meals. The role 
encompasses meal planning, shopping and overseeing the 
actual meal prep and delivery. Bev and Mike would be happy 
to train whoever offers to take over for them. Have questions 
or want to take on this role? Contact Bev and Mike at 223-
7587. 

Sunday Dinner Ministry 
Volunteers needed 

mailto:maura.walsh@dor.org


Faith Formation Activities and More!  

 

Are you 18-39 years old and looking for you place in the 
Church?  Do you want meet new people who share your faith 
and values? 

Join us on Wednesday January 4, 2023 for 5:00-8:00 PM  for 
our “Cooking With the Saints” Dinner. 

Church of the Assumption Living Room 

Share a meal, make new friends or reconnect with old friends 
and learn about the faith and the lives of the Saints. 

For more information please contact Catherine Steadman at 
388-5431 or Catherine.Steadman@dor.org 

Young Adult Ministry 

Cooking with the Saints 

 

 

There will be no Family Faith or Confirmation classes on 
Sunday January 1, 2023. 

Sunday classes will meet on Sunday, January 8th. 

Tuesday night classes will meet on Tuesday January 3rd. 

Family Faith Formation &  
Confirmation Prep 

Movie Night for Grades 7-12 
"Rise of the Guardians"  

Friday, December 30th 

6:00p-8:00 PM 

Youth Room at Church of the Assumption (lower level) 
 

Movie has a PG rating. 

Breakfast with St. Nicholas 

Saturday December 3rd 

Fun was had by all!  

We are grateful 
for the Penfield 
High School 
band members 
who shared their 
beautiful music. 

The kitchen elves! 

Our Youth Group Volunteers 

Fr. Mickey & St. Nick Visiting St. Nick 



 
Deacon Ron Speakin’ 

 
A Cowboy Christmas Story 

 
Here is a story that comes out of the American 
cowboy’s simple, down to earth way of thinking about 
God.  It answers the question “Why would God want to 
become human and live among us?’  It’s a story about a 
young ranch hand who couldn't buy into the idea that 
the ruler of the universe would lower Himself to 
become a man, until this happened to him 
 
It was Christmas Eve when all of the ranch hands– but 
him– had gone to church.  He didn’t see much reason to 
go to a worship service where they would be 
celebrating God coming to earth as a human infant.  So 
he was alone in the bunkhouse when a heavy blizzard 
blew in from the northwest.  Out in the corral were 
some wild young calves who had been brought in from 
the range the day before.  The young cowboy bundled 
up and went out to the corral to open up the barn so he 
could bring the calves in to get warm and be fed. 
 
Unfortunately , the calves were still so wild that he 
could not get near enough to them to herd them into 
the barn.  He couldn’t even lure them in with hay or 
feed.  After almost an hour of half-freezing frustration 
without getting a single calf into the barn, the cowboy 
went back to the bunkhouse, stooked the fire, turned 
on the radio and poured a hot cup of coffee. As he sat 
there, he said to himself, “I guess they’re just to scared 
to trust or follow a human being yet.  If I could just have 
become a calf for only a few minutes, I could’ve been 
with them and led them to safety.”  Just then, over the 
radio, came the singing of “Silent Night” and the young 
cowboy realized in a moment of crystal clarity why God 
became one of us in the form of His Son: so that we 
could recognize Him as the one we could trust and 
follow to safety. 
May we all trust and follow Emmanuel: God with us. 
 

Peace and blessings of Christmas,  
Deacon Ron 

 

 

Second Collection this weekend! 

A second collection will be taken at all Masses 
this weekend to help Saint’s Place in its efforts 

to purchase new beds for the influx of Ukrainian 
refugees that we will be welcoming in the next 

few months. For more information about Saint’s 
Place and their efforts please visit  

www.saintsplace.org 



The practice of requesting a Mass to be offered  loved ones is 
a beautiful part of our Catholic tradition. Masses can be said  
those who have died, but also in thanksgiving  gifts received,  
the sick or suffering, or in celebration of an anniversary or 
other special event.  

Stop in to either parish office to request a Mass Intention, and 
pick up a Mass card if desired. The suggested offering is $10. 

Did you know that you can also request to dedicate the 
Sanctuary Candle? The red Sanctuary Lamp above each 
Tabernacle burns 24 hours a day whenever the Eucharist is in 
the Tabernacle, reminding us of Christ’s presence. Ask to have 
this Sanctuary Lamp burn in memory of a loved one, to honor 
a special occasion, or  a special intention. We publish the 
name in the bulletin so we can all pray with you that week. 
Your suggested $35 donation helps defray the cost of candles 
and supports the work of our parishes. 

Please note: We cannot make change at either of our Parish 
Offices. Theree, when possible, please pay by check or bring 
the exact amount of your donation when scheduling a Mass 
Intention or Tabernacle request.  

MASS INTENTIONS & TABERNACLE CANDLE REQUESTS 

Our Sunday Offertory Gifts 

December 10 & 11, 2022 

Church of the Assumption $26,807.46  

Church of the Resurrection $8,783.60  

Thank you your continued generous and faithful support. 

CMA contributions as of December 13, 2022,  
Church of the Assumption:   
331 households have donated $110,120 bringing us to 
50% of Assumption’s $220,000.00 CMA goal.  
 
Church of the Resurrection:   
119 households have donated $44,599.50 bringing us 
to 69% of Resurrection’s $64,000.00 CMA goal.  

 
We extend our sincere gratitude to all who support 

the CMA. Thank you!  

FINANCIAL FRAUD HOTLINE 
 

A financial fraud and financial abuse hotline was established 
to report concerns related to financial fraud and abuse at the 
Pastoral Center, parishes, schools and/or agencies.  
Anonymous calls may be made to the Hotline at:  
585-328-3228, ext.1266 or  
or toll-free at 800-388-7177, ext.1266. 

Reports may also be made in writing to: 
Internal Audit Department 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester 
1150 Buffalo Road 
Rochester, New York 14624 

Sister Parish and Collection Information 

The Church of the Resurrection and the Church of the 
Assumption are sister parishes that work closely 
together, with shared clergy, staff, and resources to 
advance the mission of evangelization.  Our “Sister 
Parishes” are NOT a merger or cluster, and each 
individual parish retains it’s own canonical identity. 

The Churches of Assumption and Resurrection depend 
on the weekly offerings made by our members.  The 
Sunday offering is used for the day-to-day operation of 
the parishes and its programs.  We are grateful and 
thankful for your generous support of our parishes 
and mission.  

When making your weekly offering, please make sure 
that the check is written to your “registered” parish.  
The check and the envelope should match, so if your 
envelope is from the Church of the Resurrection, your 
check should also be made out to the Church of the 
Resurrection.  Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
reach out to Fr. Mickey, Jimmy Miller, our Finance 
Manager, or Laurie Martin, our Finance Director. 

We need dedicated teams of  

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC)  

to bring the Eucharist to the homebound.  

We invite current and former EMHC to please  

consider serving once a month.  

As a trained minister, you represent Christ and the parish 
community to those who are homebound or sick.   

Kindly contact Julie Gutierrez, 585-388-5428 
julie.gutierrez@dor.org to sign up or for more information. 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK & HOMEBOUND 

mailto:julie.gutierrez@dor.org


Ministry Contacts 

Merry Christmas December 25, 2022 

 
Fr. Mickey McGrath, Pastor 
388–0040 
fr.mickey.mcgrath@dor.org 
 
Fr. Phil Brockmyre, Senior Priest 
uplifter4u@gmail.com  
 
Deacon Dave Snyder 
388-0040 / david.snyder@dor.org 
 
Deacon Ron Tocci,  
388-5421 / ronald.tocci@dor.org 
 
Julie Gutierrez, Pastoral Associate 
388-5428 / julie.gutierrez@dor.org,  
 
Brian Waldmiller, Liturgy & Music 
brian.waldmiller@dor.org 
 
Catherine Steadman  
Faith Formation (K-6), 388-5431/
catherine.steadman@dor.org 
 
Liana Wolford 
Faith Formation (7-12), 388-5423 /  
liana.wolford@dor.org 
 
Julie Dapolito-Terrell, Secretary 
388-0040 / assumptionfpt@dor.org 
 
Amy Szlucha, Administrative Assistant 

CASE Coordinator/ 585-223-5500 

Church of the Resurrection/Church of 

the Assumption 

amy.szlucha@dor.org 
 
Liz Clarke,  
Communications Coordinator 
388-5433/ elizabeth.clarke@dor.org 
 
Laurie Martin, Finance Director 
388-5426 / laurie.martin@dor.org 
 
Jimmy Miller, Finance Manager 
388-5427 / james.miller@dor.org 
 
Chris Cammilleri, Facilities  
388-5429 / 
chris.cammilleri@dor.org 

Shared Staff 
JOINT PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Ann Marie Walker, Chair: 
wwalker@rochester.rr.com, 737-3352  
Judy Cornwell, Communications: 
rocnod@gmail.com, 388-8816  
Tom Moose, Vice-Chair: 
tem5330@aol.com, 425-3245   
Mary Beth Allen, Secretary: 
melizabeth50@gmail.com, 233-5128  

RESURRECTION PRAYER MINISTRY    
To make a  prayer request or to join the 
ministry contact Jan Harmon,  
jharmony@Frontiernet.net, 223-4997. 

COMMUNITY MINISTRY Both parishes 
have ministries that work hard to 
coordinate donations from our 
parishioners to serve people in need in 
our community.                                    
Caring & Sharing at Resurrection,      
call 223-5500 x1342.                                
Mercy Fund at Assumption,                 
call 388-0040, x1343. 

PARISH COMMUNICATIONS                             
Bulletin, Flocknote, website, slideshows 
questions or submissions–             
contact Liz Clarke, 388-5433 or 
elizabeth.clarke@dor.org  

CASE TRAINING - Contact the Interim 
CASE Coordinator, Liz Clarke, 388-5433 
elizabeth.clarke@dor.org 

SPIRITUAL EXERCISES OF ST. IGNATIUS 
Deepen your relationship with Jesus and 
God's people.   
Call 388-5430 with your questions and 
hopes.   

CREIGHTON MODEL: NATURAL 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 
Bernadette Palermo PA-C, CFCP   
palermobfcp@gmail.com 
www.fertilitycarerochesterny.com 

ELIZABETH MINISTRY - SUPPORT  
MISCARRIAGE, STILLBIRTH, & INFANT 
LOSS 

388-0040 x1347                      
cota.church/elizabethministry 

HOME REPAIR MINISTRY—Leave a 
message with us at  388-0040 x1302.  

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
(Assumption & Resurrection) 
at Assumption;                        
cota.church/prayer-shawl-ministry  
or call 585-388-0040 Ext. 1344 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS             
BISHOP MCQUAID COUNCIL  
If you are interested in learning 
more about the Knights, please contact    
Grand Knight, John M. Wolf at 
MrGravely@aol.com 

Church of the Assumption  
20 East Avenue 

Fairport, NY 14550 
585-388-0040 

 
Regular office hours  

M-Th– 8:00 AM-4:30 PM 
Friday 8:00 AM– 4:00 PM 

Church of the Resurrection  
63 Mason Road 

Fairport, NY 14550 
585-223-5500 

 
Regular office hours 

Mon. & Thurs. 9:00 AM-4:30 PM 
Tuesday 9:00 AM– 12:00 PM 

If you have a pastoral emergency that requires Anointing of the Sick after normal 
business hours, please call one of the above numbers and press ‘9’ to leave a 
message. 

SCAM ALERT 

The holidays are prime time for email scams.  Please be advised that no 
one from Assumption or Resurrection would solicit donations of cash or  
gift cards via email.  All emails from Fr. Mickey or any Church employee 

would end with dor.org  
  

When in doubt, check it out!  
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