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When a young woman brings her new boyfriend  home to meet her parents,…and 
then later asks her parents what they thought of the guy,…what do you think she 
hopes to hear ? ..Something like, “Oh, he seems very nice,”…or, even better,  
“He’s definitely a keeper.”…What she doesn’t want to hear is, “Well, he is kind of 
different,..isn’t he?” …My wife never told me, but I’ve always suspected that’s what 
her parents said about me…Thank God she didn’t listen to them…I think most of 
us want people to like us, to accept us,.. and one of the safest ways to do that is to 
be like everyone else…Fit in with the crowd…Don’t do anything that’ll make any-
one say, “What’s with him…or what’s with her?”…That might be ok most of the 
time, but not when it comes to being a follower of Jesus. …That’s never been 
about being like everyone else…Following Jesus means trying to be like Him, and 
doing that can certainly make us “different.”  Right?   When it comes to being diff-
erent for Jesus, there’s no better example than John the Baptist. 

John the Baptist certainly was different….He lived like a hermit in the desert…He  
was clothed in camel hair with a leather belt around his waist…He lived  on a diet 
of wild honey and grasshoppers…Thousands of people flocked to the desert to 
hear this strange preacher preach like no one they’d ever heard,…warning them to 
repent  because the long-awaited Messiah  was close at hand, …and  calling them 
to be baptized and cleansed of their sins…John believed so strongly that the Mes-
siah – Jesus Christ – was about to come into their midst,  that he constantly 
exhorted the listening crowds to ”Prepare the way of the Lord!.... Make straight the 
way of the Lord!”  

John’s preaching was having such a profound effect on the crowds…, that the 
Jewish religious leaders were curious,…so they sent priests out to the desert to 
find out who this in-your-face prophet was…John responds by telling them who 
he was NOT…”I am not the Messiah…I am not Elijah…I am not the prophet..” 
Instead, he tells them he is simply a voice crying out in the desert,…daring to be 
different,…daring to loudly proclaim to anyone who could hear, that the coming of 
the Messiah was close at hand. 

John is a good example for us to dare to be different, …as we prepare to cele-
brate the most world-shaking event in human history – the birth of Jesus. ..Now, 
we can do all the same things we do every Advent: shop , decorate, bake, party 
(following the Covid-19 guidelines, of course). And then when Christmas is 
over,…we can go back to living the same way we were before, OR, instead,  we 
can use the Advent and Christmas seasons  to reflect on God’s Christmas gift to 
us – God sending His Son to live as one of us,…and to show us by the way He 
lived His life,.. how God wants us to live our life…We can let God’s gift of His 
Son - the greatest gift ever given - motivate us to dare to be different,  to 
become more like Jesus  

Becoming more like Jesus is hard bec we live in a society that pressures us to 
conform…You want to make a lot of money, you have to do it this way…You 
want to be popular, you better do this…You want to be accepted, you gotta do 
this…You want to be loved, you need to look like this…It’s not easy to be 
different …Remember what Kermit the Frog always said, “It’s not easy being 



green.”…He’s right…It’s not easy to be different.  …St. Paul., in his Letter to the 
Romans,  urges us: “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but let God 
change the way that you think.”.. If I truly believe in Jesus,…the ONE who lived 
His life totally counter to the ways of the world,…if I truly belong to Jesus,… if I 
am truly His follower, His disciple,…then I need to ask God to help me change 
any wrong thinking I have,...and help me dare to be different,…to be more like 
Jesu,…to be a better human being.  

Here are just a few of the ways we can be like Jesus?…To be like Jesus, we 
have to forgive those who wrong us,…not once, not seven times, but 70 x 7 
times,… even when they don’t deserve it…Jesus forgave Peter when Peter 
denied Him three times. Jesus even forgave those who killed Him…When for-
giving a hurt is too hard to do,…let’s do it anyway…To be like Jesus, we must 
love our neighbor as we love our self,…and neighbor means everyone…That 
includes  people of every race and color and religion.…That includes people we 
don’t like,…people who don’t like us,…people who voted differently than we did 
(that’s a tough one),…Jesus treated everyone  the same…When we think that’s 
too hard to do,… let’s do it anyway. 

If we want to be like Jesus, we’ll respect everyone’s right to speak, but we won’t 
be silent when someone is making a racist or sexist remark about a person or 
group…We’ll tell them it’s unacceptable and wrong, and walk away…That can be 
a little risky, but , let’s do it anyway…If we want to be like Jesus, we’ll be more 
patient and understanding, like when the driver in front of us doesn’t move fast 
enough when the light changes,…or when we have a 10:00 doctor’s appoint-
ment, and it’s almost 11:00 when the doc finally knocks on the door. If  you’re like 
me, being patient is not in your DNA. It’s a real challenge…Let’s do it anyway.  

If we want to be like Jesus, we will try hard not to judge what’s in another’s heart, 
.. their motives or intentions…We’ll leave that up to God…Jesus said, “Remove 
the plank from your own eye before you take the speck out of your brother’s eye.” 
Removing that plank might take some doing..Let’s do it anyway…To be like 
Jesus, we will be humble and kind,…always considering the needs of others as 
well as our own. …Jesus never refused a request  to help, even when He was 
exhausted and needed to rest… or when He was hurrying to go on to the next 
town…To be like Jesus and put the needs of others before our own can mess up 
our plans… Let’s do it anyway. 

Ok. So, why is it important for us to dare to be different,…to strive to live like 
Jesus ?  The short answer is because that’s what God created us to do… The 
long answer is this…We are preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus…He was 
born to set in motion the coming of the Kingdom of God…The Kingdom of God is 
what Jesus preached about more than anything else…The Kingdom of God will 
come about when there are no more wars,…no more killing,...no more crime, 
…no more sickness,…no more pandemics…Jesus preached about what the 
Kingdom of God is like, and how we all have a part in making it happen…And 
after He left, He gave us the gift of the Holy Spirit to help us do our part in build-
ing up the Kingdom of God and bringing it to fulfillment… 



Your part and my part might seem pretty small,…but like a tiny acorn that grows 
into a mighty oak tree, it is all part of God’s massive great work of transforming 
creation. …We have a chance every day when we get up in the morning to dare 
to be different, …to live like Jesus,.. to be a better human being,…to be a 
Kingdom builder. 

My friends, our Savior’s birthday is coming soon…It’s customary to give someone 
a gift on their birthday... I don’t think we need to look very hard for the gift that will 
make Jesus very happy.…That gift is our promise to let the world see in us the joy 
and the peace and the freedom that come with living human life the way Jesus 
showed us it could be lived. … And I’ll bet that this gift will mean more to Jesus 
than all of the gold, frankincense and myrrh from all the wise men who ever lived. 
On this 3rd Sunday of Advent - Rejoice Sunday- let’s give Jesus and all the angels 
of heaven a reason to rejoice. …Let’s dare to be different!    

 

 


