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When I was in the seminary, I learned a very effective method for reflecting on the Gospel. You would read a 
passage three or four times,.. and each time insert yourself more and more into the scene, imagining you were 
right there with Jesus, the disciples, and whoever else. to try to get a feel for what each of them was 
experiencing. It’s a great way to deepen your understanding of the passage. But, I can tell you this method 
does NOT work for me on today’s Gospel passage. Why? Because I hate water! I’m deathly afraid of water, 
ever since this mean bully almost drowned me in a public pool when I was 10 years old. .My fear of water is so 
bad, I sometimes wear a life jacket in my bathtub. Well, it’s not quite that bad, but it is pretty bad. I can’t 
imagine myself being in any part of today’s Gospel scene. If I had been on that boat with the disciples, I’m sure 
I would’ve gone into cardiac arrest.  

Anyway, let’s look again at what’s going on in this scene. Jesus’ disciples are in this fishing boat that's being 
pounded and battered by strong winds and crashing waves. They had to be wet, exhausted, scared. And, if 
that wasn’t bad enough, here’s this ghostly figure walking toward them on the water, and they get even more 
terrified. until Jesus announces, “It’s me. Don’t be afraid.” I don’t know about you, but at that point, I would’ve 
said, “Lord, if it IS you. get us the heck outta here!”. But not Peter. Good, old impetuous Peter says, “Lord, if it 
IS you, command me to come to you on the water.” What was he thinking? Maybe he wanted to show the 
other disciples and Jesus how strong his faith in Jesus was. Whatever Peter’s reason, when Jesus 
commanded him, “Come!” And Peter did! He stepped out of the boat. He walked a few steps on the water. But 
when the wind picked up, he got afraid and took his eyes off Jesus and he began to sink.  

When people preach on this passage, they often focus on Peter’s lack of faith. But, I think Peter gets a bum 
rap because -- come on -- there are only two people in the history of the world who ever walked on water. and 
one of them is Peter. It’s amazing that he had enough faith to step out of the boat IN THE FIRST PLACE!. 
Peter’s faith gave him the guts to get out of the boat and walk. And as far as we know, none of the other 
disciples had the faith or guts to do it with him.  

Now, did Peter fail the test of faith? I suppose in one sense he did; he let his faith in Jesus slip. When things 
got tough, he shifted his focus away from Jesus, and he sank. He didn’t succeed in what he started out to do. 
But look at what he learned and what he experienced that the other disciples missed because they didn’t get 
out of the boat. Only Peter knew the glory of walking on the water with Jesus, even for just a few feet. Only 
Peter learned that whenever he sank, Jesus would be there to save him. None of the other disciples felt what it 
was like for Jesus to reach down and pull them up. Only Peter shared a connection with Jesus that none of his 
peers did that night because he had enough faith to get out of the boat and walk. He trusted Jesus. He took a 
risk. So, in that sense, Peter did not fail.  

Ok, how does this Gospel apply to you and me? I think the main message has to do with that part of being a 
Christian that a lot of us, myself included, aren’t very good at sometimes. It’s about being more than a believer 
in Jesus Christ. It’s about being a disciple of Jesus Christ, which is more than learning about Jesus. It’s 
learning from Jesus. Following Jesus. Living as He lived. If I am a disciple of Jesus Christ, there will be times 
when he will call out to me as he did Peter: “Come! Step out of the boat. Take the risk.” Jesus made it clear 
from the beginning that following him is a risky business. He told his first disciples to leave their homes, their 
jobs, their families, pick up their cross, and follow him. Thank God many of them did or we wouldn’t be here in 
this church today. Most of us won’t ever be asked to risk what they did. Still, being a true disciple of Jesus 
today is hard. He commands us to live counter to the ways the world does business. Jesus tells us: Love your 
enemies. Bless those who curse you. Forgive those who hurt you, not one time but 70x7 times. Pray for those 
who mistreat you. Turn the other cheek. Jesus tells us: Sell all you have and give to the poor. Wash the feet of 



your brothers and sisters. Love your neighbor as you love yourself. and neighbor means everyone. And, of 
course, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger, care for the sick, visit the prisoner. All real 
easy to do, right? Oh, yeah, sure. But, these are all part of what Jesus says is the job description for His 
disciples. This is what we are called to do as His disciples. And when we do, we are taking a risk: we risk being 
ridiculed. We risk being seen as weak. We risk looking foolish. We risk being taken advantage of. We risk 
being hated. We risk being persecuted.  

Here’s the main thing. FAITH in Jesus Christ is not so much an activity of the brain as it is of the heart. Not just 
our emotional, feeling heart, but our physical heart that pumps blood to our hands and feet. Because faith is 
about DOING. Faith is about taking that step, getting out of the boat, taking a risk. In the Book of James, the 
apostle tells us that if our faith isn’t shown in our actions – in our works – IT IS DEAD! DEAD! My friends, a 
dead faith is of no use to the Lord. We live in a fractured world that has become angrier, more polarized, more 
divided than ever. This is not the world God envisioned when He created ONE race – the HUMAN race. For 
this to ever change, the world needs Christians who truly follow the one they say they believe in. Christians 
who will step out of the boat and take a risk to live the Gospel. That’s us - the Church of Jesus Christ. We are 
the ones who have to do it if anything is going to change. I don’t think God has a Plan B.  

Now am I saying we should all be like those 1st disciples and leave our homes and jobs and families and go 
out on the road for Jesus? No. Jesus calls only a select few to do that. The rest of us can serve as His 
disciples right where we live, where we work, where we go to school, where we shop, where we socialize. 
everywhere that we can help the Gospel of Jesus Christ make a difference in the lives of God’s people. And 
when we take the risk to step out for Jesus, to stand up for Jesus, and we become afraid and begin to doubt 
and start to sink, we can trust that Lord Jesus will be there to pull us back up just as he did shaky old Peter. 
That, we can count on. So, why should I become a disciple? Because love demands it. The love of Jesus 
Christ for each of us. Love so complete that we could never deserve it or be able to return it in the same 
measure as He has given to us. Jesus said,” If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” In a few 
moments, we will receive the precious Body of Christ. As our act of love, as our way of saying, ” I love You, 
Jesus,” we can take the Lord’s Presence within us and go forth from here to announce His Gospel to our 
hurting world. by how we live it, by how we live the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 


