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“Let the one among you who is without sin cast the first stone.”…We just heard these 
words from Jesus in today’s Gospel…And in Chapter 7 of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 
tells us,...”Judge not, that you may not be judged.”…Now, I bet many of us have 
quoted these words of Jesus from time to time…Right?  And I also bet, we often used 
them in the wrong way,…because we might not fully understand what Jesus was 
telling us about judging others… He wasn’t telling us we shouldn’t use our God-given 
ability to look at what’s going on around us, ..evaluate it & make moral judgments.  
 
…He wasn’t telling us to close our eyes & just accept behavior that is wrong, or sinful.  
That would be totally misapplying his words… Jesus did not mean that when we see or 
hear that someone has abused a child or cheated on a spouse or dealt in drugs...that 
we shouldn’t judge their actions to be immoral. …He didn’t say that we should look the 
other way when people in authority abuse their power because,…after all, none of us is 
perfect; we are all sinners. Who am I to judge?...No, Jesus isn’t against us judging 
someone’s actions.             
 
What He is against are certain ways of judging:…judging done out of anger or out of 
prejudice;.. judging that is harsh & vengeful;.. judging that condemns & punishes 
instead of  bringing about repentance & healing…This is the kind of judgement that the 
Scribes & Pharisees  bring down on the woman in today’s Gospel…Here’s the scene. 
 
Jesus is teaching in the temple when these men bring a woman before Him who was 
caught in the act of adultery, not accused,…caught in the act (of course, there was a 
man, involved too, but that’s another story)...There she is, on probably the worst day of 
her life, standing before Jesus, probably wrapped in only a bed sheet…Then the Phar- 
isees quote scripture to Jesus - which is never a good idea -…because Jesus knows 
the Bible;  His Father wrote it…They quote the Law of Moses to remind Jesus that 
what this women did is not only a sin,… it is a crime,…and anyone caught in adultery 
should be stoned to death…Then they ask Jesus, “So, what do you say ?”  
 
...They did this hoping to catch Jesus in a legal trap…If He refused to condemn the 
woman, they could bring charges against Him for not following the Mosaic law...If He 
did condemn her, then He would be breaking the Roman law against Jews putting any-
one to death. ….As they stood there waiting for His answer,…Jesus wrote something 
on the ground with His finger. …The Bible doesn’t  tell us what He wrote in the dirt 
…Some Bible scholars suggest that He was writing the names & the sins of the 
accusers…But no one really knows…Anyway,  that’s not the point…What’s important 
is what Jesus did NOT say. 
 
He did NOT say, “Come on, guys…Give her a break…It’s not really a big deal…Maybe 
it was back in Moses’ day, but that was 1500 years ago…It isn’t all her fault. You know,  
it takes two to tango….”…And  Jesus also did NOT say, “You guys are right. …She 
was caught in a sin,..& the punishment for that sin is death...Let’s follow the law & give 
her what she deserves.  Who’s gonna cast the first stone?’’…Notice, Jesus was neither 
too soft on the woman for sinning, nor too hard on her for sinning.  



What Jesus DID say was, …“If there’s someone in this crowd who hasn’t committed a 
sin - maybe not this sin, but any sin the Bible tells us not to do…If there is someone 
like that here, then let him go ahead & throw the first stone.”…And what happens?. 
...Everyone who heard Him say that.. began to go away, one at a time, the older ones 
first, until only Jesus was left with the woman standing there before Him.  
 
Now, so far, the takeaway from this story is “nobody’s perfect, so don’t judge me…We 
all make mistakes, so don’t throw stones.”…But there’s more. Jesus isn’t done…The 
crowd is gone & Jesus asks the woman, “Where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?” …She says, “No one , sir.”…”Then neither do I condemn you.”…Here’s Jesus, 
the only one qualified to condemn her, but He doesn’t…He’s saying to her, “I could 
condemn you, but instead I’m going to give you something better…I’m going to give 
you what you NEED, not what you DESERVE.”…That is called GRACE...GRACE is 
when God gives us what we need, not what we deserve.  
 
Because Jesus is loving, He wants the best for the woman. So, He doesn’t leave it 
there. He says, “Go, now, & sin no more.”… In other words, He’s telling her, “You can’t 
live your life like this anymore…You can’t live apart from what God says is best for 
you…. I want something better for you, but you have to stop living that way, because 
it’s not the plan that I have for you.”   
 
In John 10, Jesus says “I came that you might have life, & have it more abundantly.”  
…Jesus offers her the grace to turn away from the sin that keeps her life from being 
the best it can be.…In the same way, Jesus offers us grace when we need it …St. Paul 
makes it clear in 2Cor that no matter what we have done,…no matter how bad our sin, 
God’s amazing grace is big enough to cover it….But that grace is not permission for us 
to keep on sinning. 
 
Like the sinful woman in the Gospel,…there may be times when we are standing 
before Jesus, silent & ashamed for doing something we shouldn’t be doing,…and 
maybe have been doing for a long time…Maybe this sin is hurting others as well as 
ourselves…Jesus hates the sin, …but He doesn’t want to condemn us…He won’t 
throw stones at us…Instead, He wants to give us what we need, ..not what we deserve 
because…He wants the best for us…He wants us to accept His grace & let it work in 
us to help us to repent,…help us to stop what we are doing,...to go & sin no more,  & to 
enjoy the abundant life He wants for us. 
 
As believers in Jesus Christ,...as recipients of His grace when we really deserve 
condemnation,.. we are called to do for others as Jesus does for us.…So, as the 
Lenten season comes to a close, we can make this final Lenten promise…that when 
we judge a person’s actions to be sinful…(Jesus never said that was wrong) … When 
we judge a person’s actions to be sinful,  we will choose grace over condemnation… 
We will pray for what’s best for them….We will pray for them to realize the harm their 
sin is causing…We will pray that they will let God’s grace work in their life to give them 
the strength to repent – to stop doing what they shouldn’t be doing…We will pray that 
they will go & sin no more, so that they can enjoy the abundant life Jesus wants for 



them…This is not giving them what they deserve;  it is giving them what they need… 
It’s remembering the grace God has given us, & extending that grace to others…It’s 
living Jesus’  command: “As I do for you, so must you do for one-another.” 
….. 
 


