
 forth Sun Lent - Cycle A – 2023 

I had a preaching prof essor vwho gave us this rule: long Gospel , short homily. 
…Now, since  I read the short version of the Gospel,…I think it’s only fair that I 
have a long homily. RIGHT? …Well don’t worry. I won’t be like the Baptist minister 
who preached on today’s Gospel,.. and he went on and on for over an hour, until 
he finally said,  “Jesus is telling me to rap it up,...and I always listen to Jesus, so 
I’ll end right here. Amen!”…And then, the cantor got up and announced, “Let’s all 
stand and sing, What A Friend  We Have In Jesus”… 

2000 years ago, Jesus came into the world,.. and the world hasn’t been the same 
since…Because He did some really awesome things…He came to give us the 
greatest gift of all time, the gift of His life, death and resurrection,…the gift of 
eternal life…And He came to open our eyes to the amazing and endless possib-
ilities God has for us… 700 years before Jesus was born,  the prophet Isaiah 
spoke about the days when the Messiah would walk the earth and God would say 
to Him, ” You will open the eyes of the blind;…you will release those who sit in 
darkness.”…In today’s Gosp,.. Jesus did just that for the poor the man who was 
born blind…Think about it…ALL of his life, this poor man lived in darkness.  

He had never seen a sunrise or a sunset,… never seen a blue sky or the colors of 
a rainbow... He had never seen children playing… He had never seen the faces of 
those he loved…And then, one day Jesus comes into town and gives him not only 
the ability to see physically,.. but more importantly, to see spiritually,.. to truly see 
God face to face. When Jesus tells him that He is the Son of Man (the Messiah)… 
the stunned and awestruck man cries out: “ I believe, Lord !” Then he proceeds to 
worship Jesus. 

Jesus’ miracle didn’t have the same affect on the Pharisees..When the cured man 
was taken to them, the Pharisees interrogated him,.. hoping to learn that the 
miracle was a hoax or that it could NOT be attributed to this Jesus, because He 
was a sinner who violated the religious law by working on the Sabbath. ..When the 
man said to the Pharisees, “All I know is I was blind …and now I see”,…many of 
the them did not accept the man’s testimony because they had their own image of 
who God would send to be the Messiah,…and  Jesus didn't fit their image...So 
even though Jesus had just performed an amazing miracle, they couldn't accept 
it…Their spiritual blindness kept them from seeing who and what Jesus was. 

My friends, today’s Gospel can provide us with plenty of motivation to use these 
last three weeks of Lent to do some deep soul-searching,… to ask Jesus to help 
us to see if there is any place in our lives,…in our relatationship with Him....or in 
our relationship with others,…where we are spiritually blind, where we don’t see 
things as Jesus wants us to see them, where we need a vision correction only He 
can do,…to help us find the true peace and happiness that our spiritual blind spots 
keep us from enjoying..                                                     



As I was preparing this homily, I said to myself ,..” You know, you should practice 
what you preach…You really should. ”…I knew that if I had some spiritual blind 
spots, Jesus would want to help me clear them up. So, I decided to begin the hard 
work of soul-searching …And, I did. And it WAS hard,…but worth it…I feel better 
about myself, ...and I feel closer to Jesus,.. But, I’ve still got a lot of work to do.    

That’s enough personal testimony… Ok, here’s the thing…If you want to do the 
work of soul-searching to uncover any of your spiritual blind-spots…you better be 
prepared,  because it can uncover attitudes, and feelings and behaviors that you 
certainly wouldn’t  brag about, …and definitely wouldn’t want to bring with you 
when you stand before Chr ist the King on judgment day….It can be very humb-
ling,.. But by acknowledging your blind-spots, you will be taking the important first 
step toward letting Jesus correct your vision . 

The way to start the soul-searching is to find a quiet place to spend time with 
Jesus, with no distractions, no cell phone,…Just you and Jesuys..Invite Him into 
your thoughts. …Don’t say too much. (the best prayer is when you let Jesus do 
most of the talking)…When I invite Jesus in, I often use simple words from one of 
my favorite Christian songs: "Open the eyes of my heart, Lord “…You don’t have 
to sing to Jesus…That’s my thing…you invite Him in, any way you want, using any 
words you want…Ask Him to help you to take a real honest look into your heart 
…Then,  shut out everything else and LISTEN TO HIM…That’s what the voice 
from the cloud said to Peter, Jame and John on the Mountain as the stood before 
the Transfigured Jesus: “This is my Son, LISTEN TO HIM”.. LISTEN to Jesus 
and He will direct you to those places in your heart where you need Him to 
perform a vision correction.   

Alright, what are some of the spiritual blind-spots we may or may not be aware of  
that can keep us from experiencing the complete joy Jesus promised to all who 
faithfully follow Him?...Here are just a few examples:  I could have a blind-spot 
when it comes to how I judge people based on their race, nationality, the color of 
their skin, or sexual orientation,  instead of on their dignity as beloved children of 
God…You might have a blind-spot that keeps you from remembering the wedding 
vows you made before God, when your marriage is going through a rough 
patch…I can have a blind-spot in how I think about, feel about and treat those 
whose views on politics and social issues are different from mine …You could  
have a spirit blind-spot that prevents you from offering forgiveness to onewho has 
hurt you,…even tho Jesus told us God will forgive us only as we forgive others…   
I might have a blind-spot that tells me my obligation to God ends when I leave 
church,..so I can leave the good works to others...You can have a blind-spot that 
won’t let you believe in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist…I might have 
a blind-spot that has me believing that my addiction isn’t hurting anyone but 
myself. 



When we become aware of a blind-spot,…that’s just the first step…It won’t be 
cured until we merge our will with God’s will…We have to do what Jesus says…In 
our Gospel, the blind man knew he was blind,… and after Jesus put mud pies on 
his eyes,.. he was STILL blind. …He wasn’t cured until Jesus told him to go and 
wash in the pool of Siloam. The man went and washed,  and he came bak seeing 
perfectly…It’s the same with you and me. ….When we realize our blindness,…we 
stand before Jesus with mud on our face,…but we haven’t been healed until we 
do what Jesus says…  

He will tell us  what we need to do to be healed of our blindness :…He’ll tell us to 
pray for courage, pick up the phone to make that call, and forgive that person who 
hurt us, even if we feel like choking them;…He’ll tell us to NOT give up on our 
marriage…Take our vows more seriously...work it out;…He’ll tell us to go to a 
priest to receive forgiveness for how our prejudice hurt others and hurt ourselves. 
…He’ll tell us to apologize to those who have been hurt by our addiction and to 
promise that we will seek help. Jesus will tell us what we need to do. Then we 
have to faithfully go and do it. 

Ok, I think Jesus is telling me to rap it up,…and I always listen to Jesus, but I have 
just one more thing… If anything I’ve preached today motivates you to make these 
last three weeks  of Lent more beneficial to your soul than giving up French Fries 
and ice cream,… then I suggest that when you come up to take the Body of Christ 
into your own body,…as He comes as close to you as He could ever be, ...make 
Him a promise…Say, “Lord, Jesus, we need to talk…I need you to help me do 
some serious soul searching,…because I know there are things you want me to 
change. …When I can find a quiet time and place, Lord, I promise I’ll get back to 
You.”…Then, make sure you keep that promise…You can be sure, Jesus will be 
waiting for you, ready to talk… AMEN! 

 


