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This week your delegates and I are off to Texarkana for 

the biannual Catholic Daughters’ Convention. It is 

great to have the opportunity to meet and learn from our 

sisters across the state, and to remember we are part of 

a much larger organization of Catholic women than just 

the Court at St. Anne. There is power in numbers, and 

women pulling together to form a stronger, holier, and 

more beneficial force for good in our parishes and our 

state is inspiring to the world and reaffirming for each 

member of each court. Pray for your delegates this 

week, that we may make decisions to further God’s 

plan for each of us.     “We are better together!” 

Alleluia, this is the day the Lord has made: let us be 

glad and rejoice Alleluia! 

We are going to have the Texas State Convention in 

Texarkana!! This has been a long and hard year for 

State Regent Melodie Brunt, but she came through like 

a troper.  Thanks to all her hard-working state officers, 

we are on track again. All you delegate and alternates 

be sure to go over the convention packet. There is so 

much to be done once you get there.  Try to attend as 

many workshops as possible.  Get ready for the Fun 

night, dress up for the "Hootenanny ", and the 

Saturday night banquet.  Be sure your robes are 11" 

from the floor, white shoes, 

And nothing hanging out under the robe. If you have 

any questions, please feel free to call anytime. Looking 

forward to seeing all of you in Texarkana. 

Wishing everyone a Beautiful Easter Sunday. I am sure 

all of you like our Parish, have been busy getting ready 

for this Easter. God Bless each and everyone. 

 

25th ANNIVERSARY GROUP PICTURE 

 

DUES    DUES    DUES 
Our dues are $25 and are due in April, 

we have begun collecting them. Please 

mail to Pat Meriam, 17903 Tall 

Chestnut, Cypress, Texas 77429 or 

drop off at the parish office. Thank you. 

 

SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER 

We have secured three dates in 

September, with an option of being 

in gym, like old times, and/or doing 

Take Out Sales. Stay tuned for more 

information! You do not want to 

miss out on this great meal. 
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MEETINGS 

Saturday, May 1, 2021  

Rosary: 7:45 a.m.,  

Mass: 8:00 a.m., Zoom: 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working through love in the 

promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of 

human rights and human dignity for all.” 
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May Crowning

 
Join us for May Crowning Celebration on Sunday, 

May 1 at 8:00 a.m. Mass. Our CHARTER 

MEMBERS, present, will process in with Father 

Tommy. Our Blessed Mother will be crowned with 

flowers. All CDA members are requested to wear 

white or light colors. Charter Members, please call 

Regent. 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAY WISHES 

Betty Helfrich, Helen Hoff, Rosalie 

Melia, Mary Ann Navo, Mary Norton, 

Ellen Sadita, Phyllis Travis, Pat 

Wientjes, and Father Tommy 

“You have not lived today until you have done something for 

someone who can never repay you.” John Bunyan 

 

APRIL, charity to support  

HOPE CENTER HOUSTON 
(they are in need of socks and caps) 

 
MAY, charity to support  

Tomball Pregnancy Center 

(they are in need of #1 diapers and boys clothing) 

 

COVID-19 

"Keep calm and carry on." "The only thing we 
have to fear is fear itself." "Don't worry, be 

happy." 

 

Every Thursday at 7:00 p.m., via Zoom. 

Contact Regent Elaine for join in 

information. Join us! 

Our Deputy Regent, Patsy Marburger, is retiring at the 

end of her term in 2022.  She is looking for a 

replacement. If interested, please contact our Regent or 

Vice Regent and they will get the information to her. 

 
SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT 
Regent spoke on history and meaning 

of the words “This is the Lamb of 

God,” what it signifies, and that it is a sign of 

participation of a sacrifice. Great job Regent Elaine.  

Also, we have attached Rose McKee’s addition to the 

Spiritual Enhancement. 
 

STATE REGENT-Melodie Brunt 
“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice in it and 

be glad.” Psalm 118.24 

Texas State Convention is planned for April 14-18, 

2021 in Texarkana, Texas. Eight members of our Court 

are preparing for the journey. 
 

NATIONAL REGENT-Sherry Nilles 
“Let all you do be done with love.” 1 Cor 16:14 

Turn on your Lights Membership Contest 

It’s that time, time for recruiting new members.  The 

Local Court that gains the most members will win a 

monetary prize for your Court. 
 

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 

LORD my God, I called to you for help, 

and you healed me    Psalms 30.2 
 

Jean & Jerry Weingartner, Brenda Phillips, Trigg 

Lupher, Betty Helfrich, Ellen Sedita, Marie Hidalgo, 

Diana Kammer, Darlene Brewer’s husband, Curt, Fr. 

Ryan and Family, Francesca Hale-Young, Dorothy 

Teal, Sandra Perrone, and Evelyn Hernandez 
 

Our Lord's Divine Mercy Sunday (April 11). It is the Feast of 

Mercy!  Divine Mercy Sunday is a very special Sunday when the Divine 

Floodgates from Heaven are wide- opened and Jesus offers us the total 

forgiveness of all sins and punishment to any soul, who goes to Confession and 

receives Him in Holy Communion, on that day. NEVER TO LATE TO PRAY! 
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SPIRITUAL ENHANCEMENT 

 
 

CELEBRATING EASTER – THE OCTAVE AND THE 
SEASON by Dr Marcellino De’Ambrosio 

 

Recently someone told me about a conversation that they had had with an Evangelical 
neighbor.  “We,” boasted the neighbor, “don’t display the cross with Christ still hanging from it 
like you Catholics do.  It seems that you, with your season of Lent, just want to dwell on Christ’s 
passion.  We are Easter people – we focus on his resurrection.” 
 

LENTEN PENANCE & EASTER JOY 

Of course, the fact that we revere the crucifix doesn’t mean we Catholics don’t believe that he 

also rose from the dead!  But I have to admit, the way we observe Lent versus the way we 

celebrate Easter often feeds into the misconception of my friend’s neighbor. 

Ash Wednesday arrives and our Churches are packed.  It is not even a holy day of obligation, 

and people show up who are seldom seen on Sundays.   The ranks of those attending daily 

Mass swell.  There are Stations of the Cross, Lenten missions, parish fish fries.  Forty days 

worth of spiritual exercises, penance, and focus on our Lord’s suffering. 

Then Easter Sunday rolls around.  Bonnets, chocolate, and bunnies, appear. Next day, it’s all 

over.  Everyone returns to business as usual.  The candy is gone.  Maybe a few hard-boiled 

eggs remain. 

EASTER A SEASON, NOT JUST A DAY! 
This is not the way things went in the Early Church!  Lent may be 40 days.  But Easter, from at 

least the early 4th century, went a full 50 days—from Easter Sunday through Pentecost.  The 

first ecumenical council of Nicaea, the one that gave us the Creed we recite every Sunday, 

issued a liturgical decree that is still observed till this day in many Byzantine Catholic and 

Orthodox Churches.  As a sign of rejoicing, kneeling in the liturgy was omitted until the end of 

the Pentecost celebration. 

I don’t advise Latin Rite Catholics to abandon kneeling during Eastertide, at least in 

Church.   For the the Western Catholic tradition, kneeling is now a sign of adoration, not just 

penance as in the East.  But we do need to recover the richness of Easter as a season, not just 
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a day.  And it would be good to remember that the posture of standing in personal or liturgical 

prayer is actually a sign of sharing even now in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

This extraordinary season of quarantine has forced us to learn to do Lent and the Triduum 

differently.   COVID-19  can also be our chance to rediscover  Easter in a new way, making our 

celebration last an entire season instead of just one day. 

THE EASTER OCTAVE 

First of all, let’s recover the idea of the Octave.  In the book of Exodus, God commanded the 

Israelites to celebrate the greater feasts like Passover for eight days, with a solemn assembly 

on the first and the 8th day. 

So liturgically, we celebrate Easter at highest pitch from Easter Sunday to Divine Mercy 

Sunday. Each and every day of this Octave is considered a solemn feast (aka a solemnity) in 

the Roman calendar.  Though many of us cannot avail ourselves of daily mass, we can engage 

in joyous worship in our homes. 

Have you ever noticed that we can’t celebrate a birthday, without singing the happy birthday 

song?  It doesn’t matter whether we can sing well or not.  A birthday can’t go by without 

singing.  And what is Christmas without carols?  Well, y9u can’t do the Easter Octave and 

season properly without lots of joyful Easter music.  You may like traditional Easter hymns.  Or 

perhaps you prefer a more contemporary style.  Well, then use a music service like Spotify, 

Pandora, or Apple music or Amazon music and search for an Easter playlist that helps you 

enter into the joy of the season.  And don’t just listen; try to sing along, at least as part of prayer 

time. 

Since it doesn’t appear that many of us can attend daily mass during the Octave, let’s at least 

read the Mass readings. This can be done during personal prayer time, or even better, with 

your spouse, roommate, or family in prayer or at the dinner table before or after a meal.  Don’t 

have a missal?  You can get the daily mass readings on line or even as a free iPhone or Android 

app (such as Laudate or iBreviary). 

 

A FEW PRACTICAL MORE IDEAS FOR EASTERTIDE 

In my family, we do a few special things to set off the whole Easter season of fifty days.  At the 

breakfast and dinner table, before saying grace, we employ the Easter greeting used in the 

Eastern Churches.  I say “Christ is Risen.”  The family responds “He is Risen Indeed!” 
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And then, a few years ago, we discovered the beautiful Marian prayer specific to the Easter 

Season, Regina Caeli (Queen of Heaven Rejoice Alleluia!)  We learned it in English and in 

Latin so we could recite or sing it together before bed each night of the Easter Season. 

The atheist philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche once said, “If you Christians want me to believe in 

your Redeemer, you need to look more redeemed!” 

The recovery of Easter joy is one of the keys not only to our own happiness, but to the new 

evangelization.  A glum, somber Christianity will attract few disciples. 


