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From the Pastor’s Office
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Peter is very poetic in his letter today. I love these words. “Come to Him, a 

living stone rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in the 

sight to God, and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 

house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ.” The thing is stones are not living things. They 

are just stones. The idea of a living stone that contributes to the building 

of God’s Kingdom is a lovely thing to consider. Paul used his own imagery 

when he says we are the Body of Christ all joined together with Christ as 

the Head. Peter is getting to be quite a preacher. Clearly, based on the first 

reading the early Christians made huge progress and many people wanted 

to join them. Many people previously experienced the worship of God as 

an alien thing. You worship the God. You pay your money and everything’s

fine for another while. The Christians proclaimed a faith that was based on 

an intimate personal relationship with God. They wanted to build a community

of people who were joined together like family. We all want to belong to 

something like that. This Coronavirus has taught us an important lesson 

about community. We need each other. People matter. Without people I 

am dead. We begin to see this little group of believers getting more organized.

From the beginning the Christians practiced the works of charity. They fed 

people. They cared for the vulnerable. Nobody was sent away. So, we 

have the situation arising about how to get better organized. In order to 

allow the Elders and Apostles to spend their days preaching the message, 

it was necessary to recruit people who could manage the distribution of 

the food. Good idea. The ministry of the Deacon was born in these days. Let 

there be men from the community who love God come forth to offer their 

lives in service. We see the beginning of Administration in the Community.

We see the evolution of ritual. Once the decision was made the elders of 

the Community laid their hands on these seven men chosen for ministry. 

The laying on of hands is prominent in our liturgical practices today. I am 

amazed to read that the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased 

greatly. There arises a large group of priests. The Pharisees and Romans 

can’t have been happy about that. It is like the Christians have broken 

through the fences that held them in. You can’t stop us now. Very quickly 

in the early days, the Apostles began to spread across the known world. 

When you experience your faith like a living stone you just want to burst 

forth and spread the message. We all do that by our words and by our 

actions. You don’t have to be a great theologian to be a good Christian. If 

you want to know how to be a good Christian, or to try it again, how about 

you begin by doing works of charity. Where? What? How? Well! Check out 

our bulletin. When everything gets back to normal maybe you might like to 

go out with Mobile Loaves and Fishes. Maybe you might like to get involved

with St. Vincent de Paul’s mission. Maybe you might like to join the thousand

other ways we at St. Catherine of Siena parish reaches out. A thousand 

times you heard us ask people to take a grocery basket and fill it with 

some food. Our intention is to bring that food to Abiding Love Lutheran 

Church Food Bank. Every time we asked you to help you just ignored us 

and departed. How about this time you stop and do something? Take a 

grocery bag. Buy some groceries and let our community reach out to the 

poor with acts of charity. Try it out. It might do you good. Just saying… 

With love, 

Fr. Pat

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Dear Parishioners and friends,

This is an official announcement on behalf of the Bishop of the Diocese of Austin. On April 30, Bishop Joe Vasquez issued a 

decree authorizing the parishes of the Diocese to begin to offer Masses and Sacraments with the people of the parish present. 

The celebration of public Masses will resume under very restricted conditions beginning Tuesday, May 5. The Bishop has also 

given a dispensation from attending Mass to those over 65, those who have underlying health conditions or those who feel 

unsafe attending, and to those who live with persons in these circumstances. The arrangements we are about to announce 

are temporary. 

A reminder that we are in a time of pandemic. We do not have a vaccine. Our only method of keeping safe is social distancing.

Many people have expressed alarm saying that we are opening too soon. Seeing the Church is open is not an announcement 

that the danger has passed. On April 23rd, we hit the 50,000 total number of deaths in the United States. Eleven days later, 

today that number is hitting 66,000 deaths. This is not the flu. This is a deadly virus. Projections expect us to hit over 

100,000 deaths by August. The schedule I am about to announce is temporary. This will be subject to revision very quickly. 

Consider that many churches are going to open up now. We will watch and see what happens. If the virus begins to spread 

rapidly in the Churches, we will close immediately. If things improve we will gradually open up some more. 

We will offer public daily Mass at St. Catherine of Siena on Monday through Friday at 12:00 p.m. We will require everyone who

attends to continue with social distancing. We also require everyone present to wear a mask. If you don’t wear a mask we will 

ask you to leave the church immediately. We will continue live streaming the daily Mass. We have also changed our weekend 

Mass schedule. We will celebrate public Masses at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, and 9:30 a.m. & at 1:15 p.m. on Sunday. The 

9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass will continue to be live streamed. The priests will hear confessions on Saturday in the Choir Room 

from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 

Managing the weekend Masses will be more complicated. Under the guidelines, we can offer a maximum 25% capacity in 

the Church. People entering the Church will be required to wear a mask. If you do not have a mask we will turn you away. We 

will exercise social distancing and public safety precautions. Given the restrictions, we estimate that we will be able to seat 

70 people in the Church. We will also utilize Johnson Hall in a similar way with Mass on-screen and Communion brought from 

the Church to the Hall. This will add seating for about 50 more persons. Parish collections will be taken under the form of you 

dropping your envelopes in a basket on the Offertory table. 

Entry and exit from the church will be strictly regulated to comply with government and diocesan rules. Once we have 

reached capacity, the Church and Hall will be closed. Those arriving too late will be turned away with the assurance of the 

Bishop’s dispensation from attendance. No standing will be allowed. There will be no gathering in the Narthex before or after

Mass. Once Mass is over, we invite you to go to your car and depart immediately. Parts of the church and parish buildings 

that are not in active use will remain closed at all times. People will not be allowed to pray in the Day Chapel, there will be no 

rosary before daily Mass. The Adoration Chapel will remain closed. The Parish Offices will be closed to the public. All communications

with the office will be conducted by email and phone.

We have not made a decision yet but we anticipate that Baptisms and First Communions will be celebrated in June. Weddings

and Funerals will be celebrated with all the above restrictions and regulations.

Right now we are going to see how things go. If we are found to be safe we will gradually open up more. If we enter into danger

we will close immediately. 

On behalf of the priests and staff of the parish we wish you best wishes. Be healthy and safe. 

With love,

Fr. Pat

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Regular Sunday Collection:

Sunday, May 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 27,118*

* includes $17,976 in online donations received 4/27 - 5/3

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT:  We are grateful to this community

for giving so greatly and regularly at home through online and mail contributions. 

We respectfully request that you continue this practice for the foreseeable future 

as it may be quite a while before we are able to gather without limitation. 

Please also try to include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try to meet the need of a growing group due to 

the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued financial support to meet this challenge. 

Date Weekly Collection Amount

04/26/20 $40,783

04/19/20 $35,801

04/12/20 $39,227

04/05/20 $34,114

Stewardship News

stcatherine-austin.org/give-from-home Mail envelopes/checks to 

the parish office:

4800 Convict Hill Road

Austin, Texas 78749

Call Erin Hummel at 

(512) 892-2420 for assistance 

in setting up an online 

giving arrangement

Family Life Ministries 

MINISTRY OF MOMS SHARING (MOMS) RETURNS FOR ALUMNAE:

Register now for the online Alumnae MOMS group that will 

meet Monday nights on Zoom beginning June 1. We polled the 

community and the past participants in MOMS responded 

yes! So let's make MOMS 36 happen. You remember being 

moved by MOMS, but do you remember why? Refill your mommy

tank and refresh your connection to your community of mothers.

Registration fee is $30 if you have a Grace Within book, or 

$40 with new materials (the book was updated and renamed 

in 2016). This will include a small Celebration, which is tenta-

tively scheduled for August 3. Register on the parish website. 

For more information or if you would like to be a prayer sponsor 

for this group, email kendall.antosh@stcatherine-austin.org. 

FAMILY LIFE WEDNESDAY WEBINARS: Join your community in 

weekly Zoom webinars and discussion of the topics facing us 

in these unique and challenging times. The schedule of topics 

and link to the Zoom meeting will be shared via e-mail when 

you sign up to receive Family Life e-mails on Flocknote at 

StCatherineofSiena27.flocknote.com/FamilyLife. It will also be 

posted the Family Ministry Facebook page. Like and subscribe!

OUR FAMILY MINISTRIES WEBINAR SERIES continues with 

“Finding Inspiration from the Saints during COVID-19” with 

Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda, Christian writer and journalist. Join us 

on Wed., May 20, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. on Zoom for a video and 

discussion. Visit stcatherine-austin.org/webinars for the Zoom 

link along with the schedule of future webinar events and past 

video links. 

General Parish

DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR 2020 OUTSTANDING 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: This award, sponsored by the 

Amigos, recognizes outstanding academic achievement

and provides financial support to qualified students 

completing the 5th, 8th, and 12th grades in the 

2019/2020 school year. Applications are available to download

from the parish website. Deadline to submit an application has 

been extended to Fri., May 29. Mail applications to the parish 

office.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE REPOSE OF THE 

SOULS OF LOVED ONES 

recently called home 

by our Savior, especially

David Kerstein, 

husband of Colleen Kerstein; 

and

Rosario Manalila,

mother of Judy Pham.

THE SICK
Robert Heckler

Amanda Hunt

Mary Juergens

Matthew Kelly

David Kerstein

Debra Kretzchmar

Laura Lee

Tracy Leinen

Bea Lutz

Eddie Mazurek

Jim McAssey

Phyllis Meyers

John Muniz

Robert Paul

Pauline Pena

Dacier Prose

Esther Quintanilla

Lorimer “Larry” Sanchez

June Stewart

Betty Stone

Irma Tamayo

Susie Victor

Mick Wempe

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS
Randall Davis

Kevin Goodlett

Louis Hause 

Whitman Jones

Susanna Jordan

Dalton Knight

Ricky Martinez

Robert Monroe

Michael Pace

Nick Rocha

Andrew Sanchez

Daniel Suarez

Please pray 
for...

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER    MAY 10, 2020

Religious Education 

ADULT EDUCATION  
SUNDAY MORNING ONLINE BIBLE STUDY: If you would like to join 

an online Bible Study of the Gospel of Matthew on Sunday mornings, 

contact Pam at pam.neumann@stcatherine-austin.org. We will gather 

online at 11:45 a.m. for a 40 minute discussion. To participate, you 

will need a subscription to the Ascension Press Bible Study, The Gospel of Matthew. 

For access, please visit study.ascensionpress.com and click on ‘Find a Study’ 

using our zip code, 78749. Click on more information purchase the study set with 

online credit to access to the videos.

OUR FREE SUBSCRIPTION TO FORMED HAS EXPIRED. If you would like to continue,

individual subscriptions are available for $9.95/month from Formed.org.

FAMILY FAITH & GENERATIONS OF FAITH  
YOUTH MINISTRY QUARANTINE PEN PAL INITIATIVE: Our youth ministry

teens are looking for senior parishioners who would like a youth 

pen pal. It’s simple — send an email to our youth minister, Livia at 

livia.telles-rodriguez@stcatherine-austin.org. She will match you 

with a high school student pen pal.

2020 SUMMER PROGRAMS UPDATE: Due to COVID-19, we have cancelled our 

normal summer programming. Please check the parish website for information 

on upcoming alternate programming. 

• Vacation Bible School: The VBS Team is currently working to come up with 

an alternative for this summer. Check the parish website for updates. 

• Summer Challenge: We have cancelled our June 2020 Summer Challenge 

program. We hope to come together for youth activities later in the summer. 

• Catholic Soccer Camp: The on-campus soccer camp has been canceled, but 

we hope to bring you some “Fun and Fit” videos you can do at home! We will 

have more information on the website in the coming weeks!

Preschool Ministries 

ST. CATHERINE’S PRESCHOOL IS CURRENTLY ENROLLING FOR THE 

2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR. We will start school on September 1 and 

have a great year planned! We offer classes for children ages 2 years 

to 5 years from 9 a.m. -1 p.m. with a two or three day per week option. 

If you are interested in learning more about our fantastic play-based 

preschool, visit www.stcatherine-austin.org/st-catherines-preschool

or send email to Camille Parker at camille.parker@stcatherine-austin.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Liturgy

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY! Today we pray for all our 

mothers, those who are with us and those who are 

now with God. We also pray for those women who 

cared and nurtured us and were our spiritual 

mothers.

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY 

this weekend are donated by 

Mike and Mary Bienek 

in honor of our 

mothers and grandmothers.

A NOTE FROM OUR FLOWER MINISTRY TEAM: Due to COVID-19

supply and shipping issues with our wholesalers, the Flower 

Ministry Team will do their best to accommodate altar flower 

color and preferences but these cannot be guaranteed at this 

time. We appreciate your understanding.

SANCTUARY LAMPS: We have Sanctuary Lamps near 

the Sacred Heart Shrine, St. Jude Shrine, St. Joseph 

Shrine, and Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine. You can 

sign up to have a Sanctuary Lamp lit for a week in 

memory of a loved one or for a special intention. You 

may have more than one name for your intention. Your name and 

intention will be published in the weekly bulletin. The suggested

donation is $10. Visit the online sign up on the parish website 

at www.stcatherine-austin.org/sanctuary-candle-sign-ups

WWW.STCATHERINE-AUSTIN.ORG     MAY 10, 2020

Because our broadcast Mass schedule does not include 

all of our normally scheduled Masses, intentions for the 

Tuesday evening Mass, the Saturday Mass and Sunday 

Masses (other than the 9:30 a.m. Mass) will either be 

rescheduled for another open Mass time or be included 

in a private Mass celebrated by our priests. 

The following Mass intentions will be offered by our priests

in their private Masses this week:

Brihana Landrum †
Mary June Sanders  †

MASS INTENTIONS

NEWCOMERS:  Welcome to St. Catherine’s Parish. Registration forms are located online, in the back of the church and in the office. 

MARRIAGE: Please contact Diane Bily at least nine months prior to the wedding date at 892-2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.org.

BAPTISM: Preparation required for parents & godparents. Contact Jeanette Britt at 892-2420 or jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org.

BULLETIN: Email joann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.org or send written notice to the parish office 15 days prior to publication date.

Mon 11 12:00 Monica Hao Tran  †

Tue 12 12:00 Dora Canales †

Wed 13 12:00  Wook Fook Seng & Family (SI)

Thur 14 12:00 Matt Lattavo †

Fri 15 12:00 Dorothy Bienek †

Sun 17 9:30 John Lucio †

(†)   Deceased
(SI)  Special Intention

SANCTUARY LAMP & ADORATION CANDLE INTENTIONS

WEEK OF MAY 10 – 16:

• Adoration Chapel–donated by Amy Acuna in loving 

memory of Phyllis Perales.

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine–donated by The Bui Family 

for a special intention.

• Sacred Heart Shrine–donated by Maritza Diaz for a special 

intention for Gladis Angulo.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Austin•Kyle•Dripping Springs

www.harrellfuneralhomes.com
512-443-1366

Jason Harrell
Funeral Director, Owner

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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WRIGLEY 
A/C & HEATING

A N T O S H
G R A P H I C D E S I G N + L O G O S + S I G N A G E

3 0 % D I S C O U N T F O R F E L L O W P A R I S H O N E R S

K E N D A L L A N T O S H @ Y A H O O . C O M

Specialize in SNS Acrylic, Gel, Pedi, Waxing, Facial

Hooky Nails
512-551-3881

8106 Brodie Ln. #104
20% OFF

with bulletin ad.  •  Exp. Dec. 2019

Melissa Shinn, REALTOR®

Parishioner

 
              REALTOR

512-844-8730 
mkshinn@gmail.comR E A L T Y

Motal Well Service
Water Well Drilling & Service

Paul D. Motal
Owner/Parishioner

512-350-8061
Motalwellservice@gmail.com

Retina of Austin, PA
Enrique Calderon, MD

(512) 975-2020

Board Certified Ophthalmologist

2501 RR 620 S. • Suite 130 • Lakeway

Vitreoretinal Surgery & Diseases
Emmaus Parishioner

www.retinaofaustinpa.com
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