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From the Pastor’s Office
First Sunday of Advent

COVID-19 has ruined everything. Beginning the season of Advent, we are 

invited to enter into a reflective season before we celebrate Christmas. 

The spirit of this season is that we are looking forward with anticipation. I 

can’t wait to express my joy at the coming of the Messiah. This year feels 

different. We don’t know what we are going to do. Every day the news 

seems to get worse and worse. We are groaning for this vaccine. When 

will this endless toil stop. We need something to hang on to, something to 

hope for. The readings at Mass reflect our mood. “Oh, that you would rend 

the heavens and come down. Behold you are angry, and we are sinful; all 

of us have become like unclean people, we have all withered like leaves. 

You have hidden your face from us. You are the potter, we are the clay.” I 

guess we are learning our lesson the hard way. No, we are not in charge. 

Never were. We have been living in a slow despair. So many disappointments.

So many of our Thanksgiving and Christmas plans have been washed 

away. We are now the people who walk in darkness. We always thought 

that happened to ancient biblical people. We never thought that would be 

us today. Paul says in one of his letters that we should grieve like people 

who have hope. That matters. As bad as things are or might become, we 

must always cling to hope. Christmas comes close to us and we are invited

to look forward to it. The dark winter has taken its toll on us. We have to 

hang in there. Relief will come. The thing is we have to be patient. That is 

something we love to tell other people. Now we have to say it to ourselves. 

Everything takes time. As bad as COVID-19 is, it forces us to think about 

the things that actually matter. What is the meaning of my life? What are 

the things that actually matter to me? What meaning does Christmas 

have for me? I don’t mean it is time to spend with family and friends. I 

mean, do I appreciate that I have a Savior who comes to save me. Maybe 

I need some saving right now. Maybe I am not doing great because of my 

despair. I have to hang in there. Dory’s advice in “Finding Nemo” is as 

good as any I have heard, “Just keep swimming, keep on swimming, 

swimming, swimming, just keep swimming…” 

With love,

Fr. Pat

PARISH ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
Tues., December 1

7:30 p.m. 

This service will include an opportunity for individual

confessions with our own parish priests or with a 

visiting priest from the diocese.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT: We are grateful to this community for giving so greatly and regularly at home 

through online and mail contributions. Please also try to include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try 

to meet the need of a growing group due to the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued financial support to 

meet this challenge.

Regular Sunday Collection:

Sunday, November 22  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $*

* Amounts were not available by the printer deadline. Contributions will 

be published in next weekend’s bulletin. Thank you for your generosity.

Stewardship News

Date Weekly Collection Amount

11/15/20 $30,275

11/08/20 $44,996

NEWCOMERS:  Welcome to St. Catherine’s Parish. Registration forms are located online, in the back of the church and in the office. 

MARRIAGE: Please contact Diane Bily at least nine months prior to the wedding date at 892-2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.org.

BAPTISM: Preparation required for parents & godparents. Contact Jeanette Britt at 892-2420 or jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org.

BULLETIN: Email joann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.org or send written notice to the parish office 15 days prior to publication date.

ROMP – A MINISTRY FOR ALL MOTHERS: Motherhood is better

when we are connected to each other. Join us on Mon., Dec. 14 at 

7:45 p.m. for an Advent Mini Retreat, an opportunity to reflect 

on our vocation of motherhood at Christmas. Mark your calendar

for the Spring ROMP Main Meeting dates: 

• January 25

• February 22

• March 22

• April 19

• May 17 

Use Zoom Meeting ID 811 6749 6225 for all Main Meetings. 

Find out more at stcatherine-austin.org/romp or watch our past 

presentations on the webinars page.

Family Life Ministries 

UNPLUG THE CHRISTMAS MACHINE: Is Christmas losing it’s 

meaning? Are you hoping for a less harried holiday? To have a 

more spiritual and intentional celebration, take some time to 

reflect both on what you are doing now during the season and 

then, how you wish the season would be ideally spent in your 

household. Reinvigorate your Advent with the online presentation,

“Unplug the Christmas Machine” on Sun., Dec. 6, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

on Zoom. Cost is $5 per household. To attend, register online 

at stcatherine-austin.org/getting-ready-christmas. 

WEEKLY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Join us on Zoom every Friday 

at 2:45 p.m. for the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Share your intentions 

and pray during the hour of mercy. Don’t know it? There will be 

a slideshow with the words! Use the Zoom Meeting ID 823 

7137 8478. Everyone is invited to join us.

Sun., Dec. 6 @ 3:00 p.m.
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THE SICK 
Theresa Allen 

Miguel Bamberger 
Debra Borrego 

Carmen Gomez 

Bill Harris 

Amanda Hunt 

Debra Kretzchmar 

Laura Lee 

Joyce Leinen 
Tracy Leinen 

Eddie Mazurek 

John Muniz 

Arianna Rodriguez 

Lorimer “Larry” Sanchez 

Cristina Seal 

June Stewart 
Betty Stone 

Penelope & Hayes Theesfeld 

Sue Thurston 

Carol Walschlager 

Elizabeth Weaver 

Mick Wempe 
Roballyne Williams 

 

 

 
 

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS 
Randall Davis 

Zachary Davis 

Kevin Goodlett 
Josiah Griffin 

Louis Hause  

Whitman Jones 

Susanna Jordan 

Dalton Knight 

Ricky Martinez 

Robert Monroe 
Michael Pace 

Nick Rocha 

Andrew Sanchez 

Julianna Snow 

Daniel Suarez 

Please pray  
for... 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT     NOVEMBER 29, 2020  

THE REPOSE OF THE  

SOULS OF LOVED ONES  

recently called home by our Savior. 

Religious Education  
 

ADULT EDUCATION   
 

RCIA – THE PROCESS OF BECOMING CATHOLIC: Do you know someone interested 

in becoming Catholic? Have you been thinking about it? Bring your questions to 

our online Inquiry Sessions on Monday at 7:30 p.m. To receive an invitation to our 

sessions, contact Pam at pam.neumann@stcatherine-austin.org. 

 

RCIA MINISTRY MINUTE: This week’s Ministry Minute will be provided by Habitat for 

Humanity. God bless you for your kindness.  

 

SENIOR MINISTRY: Treat yourself to a special session with our pastor this Advent. 

Join us for a talk on Thurs., Dec. 3 at 10 a.m. by Fr. Pat Coakley, reminiscing 

about past events in Church life. To receive the Zoom meeting link, register online 

or email jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org by Dec. 1.  

 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH   
FAITH FORMATION HOMEWORK/PROJECTS: Please turn in all homework & projects 

for September – December to the drop box outside the Parish Center by Tues., 

Dec. 22. All Parish Offices will be closed starting Wed., Dec. 23, and the drop box 

will be unavailable. For more information, visit www.stcatfamilyfaith.com or contact 

Cynthia at cynthia.rodriguez@stcatherine-austin.org.  

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION KITS: Children who will make their First Reconciliation 

this year need to pick up a kit from the RE office. The kits are individually labeled  

in the plastic tubs outside the Parish Center, next to the homework drop box. This 

kit replaces the First Reconciliation workshop usually held on campus. Please 

contact Cynthia at cynthia.rodriguez@stcatherine-austin.org with any questions. 

 
NEW – SIMPLE FAITH PODCASTS: The Faith Formation for Children 

and Youth Department has a new podcast series for adults entitled 

“Simple Faith.” Since we are unable to offer our full intergenerational 

Faith Formation program this year due to COVID-19, we are hoping to 

fulfill part of the adult formation portion of the program with our Simple 

Faith podcast series. Check them out at www.stcatfamilyfaith.com/podcasts.html. 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Ministries  
 

ST. CATHERINE’S AT HOME PRESCHOOL: In December, St. Catherine’s 

At Home Preschool will be learning about the Gingerbread Man and 

all of the various stories that go along with him. We’ll also be doing 

many fun activities that focus around Christmas and most importantly 

the Nativity and Christmas Story. These lesson plans will help your child 

be prepared for kindergarten. We follow all of the Texas Prekindergarten 

guidelines. If you would like to receive our December At Home Preschool lesson 

plans, please register at www.stcatherine-austin.org/registration-information-2. 

Lesson plans are emailed weekly to your inbox.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Liturgy 
 

TODAY IS THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT!  

As followers of Jesus, we imitate Him. Jesus was 

always hopeful and spread the gift of hope to others. 

Jesus opens our ears to hear God’s messages of 

hope–“the music of the future.” In this first week 

of Advent, we especially focus on this gift of hope: 

our hope in the coming of our Savior.  

 

We are offering the following opportunities to celebrate a 

hope-filled Advent at St. Catherine:  
 

• PARISH ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE on Tues., Dec. 1 at 

7:30 p.m., immediately following our regular 7:00 p.m. 

Mass.  

 

• IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MASS on Tues., Dec. 8 at 

12 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 

• OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS, Fri., Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. 

Our annual Mass for the Feast of Our Lady will once 

again feature a dramatization by our Amigos Club of the 

appearance of the Virgin Mary to St. Juan Diego, as well 

our guest musicians Mariachi Relámpago– but this year 

it will be offered via livestream only. The Church will 

remain closed because we will be unable to predict or 

accommodate the often large crowd that attends this 

Mass. This will also help protect the health of the presenters 

and musicians. Join us on the livestream page of our 

parish website on Fri., Dec. 11 at 7 p.m. for the 2020 

offering of this parish tradition. 

 

OUR PARISH ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE will be on Tues., 

Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m. following our regular 7:00 p.m. Mass. This 

service will include an opportunity for individual confessions 

with our own parish priests or with a visiting priest. To see the 

list of Advent Penance Services in the Diocese of Austin, visit 

austindiocese.org/advent-penance-services  

 

WE STILL HAVE SOME UNCLAIMED MEMENTOS FROM OUR 

ALTAR OF THE DEAD. To collect your items, contact Jennifer at 

(512) 892-2420 or jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org.  

 
2021 RELIGIOUS CALENDARS are available for 

purchase in the Church Office. Cost is $3 and 

quantities are limited.  

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT     NOVEMBER 29, 2020  

 

Mon 30 12:00     Clifford F. Herseim † 

Tue 1 12:00 
7:00 

    Amparo Pen †  
    Katherine Victoria Aguilar † 

Wed 2 12:00       Beatrice Hage (SI) 

Thurs 3 12:00     Zenon Pihut † 

Fri 4 12:00 
7:00  

    Priest Intention  
    Mario Moreno † 

Sat 5 5:00     Matt Lattavo †   

Sun 6 7:30 
9:30 

11:30 
1:15 
5:00 

    Priest Intention  
    Mike Rodriguez † 
    People of the Parish  
    Marina Ruiz † 
    Virginia Markert †    

       (†)   Deceased 
    (SI)  Special Intention 

SANCTUARY LAMP & ADORATION CANDLE INTENTIONS 

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 29 – DECEMBER 5 
 
 

• Adoration Chapel–donated by Jo Ann Campbell for 

a special intention. 
 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine–donated by Nelda Manzano 

in loving memory of Henry Carrizales. 
 

• Sacred Heart Shrine–donated by The Bui Family for a 

special intention.  

 

• St. Joseph Shrine–donated by The Bui Family for special 

intentions.  

 

• St. Jude Shrine–donated by Carol Debish for a special 

intention for Josh and Danielle. 

 
POINSETTIA FLOWER MEMORIALS: Anyone interested in remembering a loved one at Christmas 

with a memorial gift of poinsettias may place the name of the person to be remembered, along 

with $10, in an envelope marked “Christmas Flowers” and place in the collection basket. Names 

and donations may also be submitted on the parish website. Deadline is Mon., Dec. 7. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Community Ministries  
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Do you have a friend or 

family member that would like a prayer shawl? They 

can be given for many occasions – those in need of 

prayer, a new baby, a special birthday, new beginnings, grief, 

healing, comfort, really for any reason at all. They are created 

with lots of love and prayer. To request a shawl, call or text Kay 

Head, (512) 923-2167 or email scprayershawl@yahoo.com.  

 

CAREGIVING CAFE (ONLINE): This group for family care-givers 

to receive information, resources, support, and solutions will  

meet via Zoom on two scheduled Thursdays each month from 

10 a.m. - 12 p.m. The next meeting is on Thurs., Dec. 10. To attend, 

please RSVP to forum@caregivingcafe.com or (512) 301-3560.  

 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF CENTRAL TEXAS is honored to serve 

veterans, active duty service personnel and their immediate 

families. Counseling, case management, and more resources 

are available through St. Michael's Veterans Services Program to 

help veteran and military families thrive. For more info, visit 

www.ccctx.org/st-michaels-veteran-services.  
 

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS STRUGGLING WITH GRIEF, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY or coping with the challenges of life, 

Catholic Charities of Central Texas can help. Catholic Charities 

Counseling Services offers high quality mental health services 

for children, adults, couples and families on a sliding scale fee 

structure. Services are available in-person or through virtual 

therapy. For more information, please call (512) 651-6150. 

 

General Parish 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PECAN FUNDRAISER: The sale runs 

through Dec. 17 in support of the John Paul II Life Center and 

other worthy charities. The products are provided by the 

Berdoll Pecan and Candy Company of Bastrop. To place your 

order, visit kofc8156.org/pecans. Want to know more about 

the Knights of Columbus? Go to Knights.net!  

 
 
 

Out of Parish 
 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL: Interested families 

are invited to a Virtual Parent Information Session on Dec. 4, 

9:00 – 10:30 a.m. to learn about the school, take a virtual tour 

of the school campus, and hear about the admission process. 

Reserve a spot for this virtual information session by visiting 

saviochs.org or contact Holly Bologna, Director of Admissions 

at (512) 388-8846 ext. 5504. Zoom meeting link will be sent 

once you have registered for a session.  

The Giving Tree Project 2020 

 

THIS WEEKEND IS THE DEADLINE TO TURN IN YOUR GIFT CARDS: This year, we will be giving $25 gift cards 

from Target, Walmart or Visa to children in our local area who are in need this Christmas. To participate, you 

may place your donated gift cards, cash or checks in the collection basket at Mass or the donation box at 

the display in the narthex. Just make sure the donations are clearly marked for the Giving Tree. We also 

have an online donation option on our website at www.stcatherine-austin.org/giving-tree-2020. Gift cards, 

cash or checks may also be taken to the parish office. Thank you so much for your generosity! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Rhonda at rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org. 

 

EIM WORKSHOP (during pandemic): EIM Policies require all clergy, religious, seminarians, employees and adult volunteers serving 

in a ministry requiring EIM compliance to submit an EIM Application for Ministry (one-time only) and attend an EIM Workshop at 

least once every three years. New employees and new volunteers currently active in ministry should complete the EIM Application 

at www.eappsdb.com/austin as a First Time Applicant. Limited EIM Workshops resumed in August for new applicants (or no prior 

EIM Workshop attendance) and are typically for members of the host parish/school community only at this time. In the meantime, 

temporary online EIM training is available at www.austindiocese.org/workshop for persons needing to update their compliance; 

the training page includes instructions on how to login to your EIM account to find information you will need to provide in order to 

receive credit for completing the training. For more information, call (512) 949-2447. 
 

REPORT ABUSE: Report abuse of a minor, elderly adult or an adult with a disability to local law enforcement or to the Texas Abuse 

Hotline at www.txabusehotline.org or (800) 252-5400 and to the diocese at www.austindiocese.org/report-abuse or (512) 949-

2447. 
 

HAVE YOU, OR HAS SOMEONE YOU KNOW, EXPERIENCED ABUSE? Bishop Joe S. Vásquez and the Diocese of Austin are committed 

to providing compassionate care to persons who have experienced abuse, particularly if committed by clergy or a church repre-

sentative. If you or someone you know have experienced such abuse, contact the diocesan Coordinator of Victim Assistance and 

Pastoral Support at ileana-hinojosa@austindiocese.org or (512) 949-2400. 
 

REPORT UNETHICAL BEHAVIOR: Report unethical behavior by a person serving in ministry to the diocese at (512) 949-2447 or 

www.austindiocese.org/report-other-concerns. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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