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From the Pastor’s Office
Second Sunday of Advent

“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God.” That is an admonition

from God to us. COVID-19 has made life difficult. People feel isolated. We 

are cut off from our loved ones. This time of the year people should be 

getting ready to travel to family and friends far away. That is probably not 

going to happen for most of us. We are sad and lonely. So, the admonition 

from God comes…give comfort to my people. Let the good neighbor in me 

reach out to my neighbors and wish them all the best. Gifts of chocolate 

are always appreciated. Now the voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the 

Lord.” This year I want to turn that all around. This year when the Lord 

comes He brings some of that vaccine with Him. Wouldn’t that be a great 

Christmas present for all of us? Our situation reminds us that we so need 

to have hope in the world. We have been living in a gentle despair and it 

is gradually killing us. How about we start a rumor full of good news? We 

could spread this rumor all over the community. Things are going to get 

better. Somehow when the Lord comes we don’t feel so alone anymore. In 

all the places where I feel empty let the Lord fill those spaces. Here 

comes John the Baptist with his message. The messenger comes first 

before the great event to warn us to be ready, to be ready. So now, let’s 

put aside our tears and sadness. We have Christmas to get ready for. Given

all the restraints, we are going to make this the best Christmas ever. Our 

home will be warm. We will reach out to our friends and make sure they 

are alright. This year we send cards and best wishes to loved ones far 

away. Haven’t done that for years. This is going to be the best Christmas 

ever. 

With love,

Fr. Pat

Congratulations to Liliana Hanley who achieved High 

Honors with distinction from St. Dominic Savio High School.

Best wishes, 

Fr. Pat 

POINSETTIA FLOWER MEMORIALS: Anyone interested in 

remembering a loved one at Christmas with a memorial

gift of poinsettias may place the name of the person 

to be remembered, along with $10, in an envelope 

marked “Christmas Flowers” and place in the collection 

basket. Names and donations may also be submitted 

on the parish website. The deadline has been extended 

to Friday, Dec. 11.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Support for the Roof at the Cloistered Carmelite Sisters’ Convent 
 

Greetings from your brother, Fr. Ray Pothireddy. Two years ago, the Bridgetine Sisters requested help to repair their convent 
roof, bathrooms and to improve security. We all stepped in with support for them. Now, those Sisters are well-protected 
and happy. Most importantly, they pray for all of us every day. 
 
This past year, the heavy rains in India caused the 50 year old Cloistered Carmelite Sisters Convent building to leak causing 
much damage to the building and great unrest to the poor sisters. When they requested help from me, I approached our 
pastor, Fr. Pat, to let him know of their situation. He generously gave his permission to seek your support to provide the 
necessary financial help, the sisters need to fix their Convent roof. These sisters spend their entire time in prayer and remain 
within the four walls of their convent by totally depending on charities for their survival.  

 

 
In the past three years some of the parishioners have visited these Cloistered Carmelite Nuns and witnessed how they live 
in prayer, depending upon charity and God’s Providence. Here are their testimonies.  

 

“It has been a blessing to meet with the Cloistered Carmelite Nuns in Kurnool, India. 
These sisters have dedicated their life to prayer for the world. We are fortunate to have 
them also praying for us. They are dependent on our contributions for the continuation 
of their mission. Let us pray for them; let us support them.” 
   – Stephanie and Greg Nelson  
 
“When I visited India, I personally experienced these bright smiles behind the grill. 
Joining together to repair their roof will be a wonderful gift from our St. Catherine’s 
community.” – Alison Manzer  

 
“My visit to the Carmelite Sisters was very humbling. I am still in awe of the devotion 
to their charism, convent, each other and above all to the Diocese of Kurnool in spite 
of the many financial and physical challenges they endure every day. They will be 
grateful for our help.” – Juan Ontiveros  
 
“It was such a joy to meet the sisters in person. Our meeting was very enlightening 
learning that their mission is to continuously pray for the world. This showed their 
sacrifice and devotion to all of us and has increased my faith. The vision still sticks 
with me today to see the constant smiles on their faces.” – Raymond Arriaga    

 
 
 

God always loves the cheerful giver. Please extend your helping hand to these sisters. Send your donations to our parish 
office, payable to Fr. Ray Pothireddy for the Cloistered Carmelite Sisters. You can also make online donations on our 
parish website for this genuine cause.   
 

With a grateful heart, 
Fr. Ray Pothireddy 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT: We are grateful to this community for giving so greatly and regularly at home 

through online and mail contributions. Please also try to include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try 

to meet the need of a growing group due to the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued financial support to 

meet this challenge. 

 

Regular Sunday Collection: 
 

Sunday, November 22  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $32,468* 

            * includes $13,675 in online donations received 11/16 -  11/22 

      2nd Collection: Campaign for Human Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,038 
 

Thursday, November 26 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $763 
 

Sunday, November 29  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25,450* 

            * includes $14,399 in online donations received 11/23 -  11/29 

Stewardship News 

     Date Weekly Collection Amount 

11/15/20 $30,275 

11/08/20 $44,996 

General Parish 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LADIES AUXILIARY KOCA): All Knights of 

Columbus Ladies (wives, mothers, widows, daughters and sisters 

(18 yrs. +) of Knights of Columbus members are invited to the 

next virtual meeting on Mon. Dec. 14, at 7:00 p.m. It will feature 

Santa’s Elves, leaving a wrapped gift on someone’s door in this 

time of COVID-19. Members will unwrap the gifts at the December 

meeting. Gift limit is $5. If interested in participating contact 

Glenda Massey at (512) 560-2314 or m4force@aol.com. 

 

EMERGENCY FOOD DRIVE FOR ABIDING LOVE FOOD 

PANTRY: The food pantry is overwhelmed by the rising 

need for food and their supply is dwindling. The 

Knights of Columbus Council 8156 are hosting an 

Emergency Food Drive on Sun., 12/6 from 2 – 4 p.m. in the Abiding 

Love Lutheran Church parking lot. Please remain in your car, the 

Knights will remove the bags from your vehicle. Thank you for 

helping our neighbors in need.  

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS PECAN FUNDRAISER: The sale runs 

through Dec. 17 in support of the John Paul II Life Center and 

other worthy charities. The products are provided by the Berdoll 

Pecan and Candy Company of Bastrop. To place your order, visit 

kofc8156.org/pecans. Want to know more about the Knights of 

Columbus? Go to Knights.net!  

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL 8156 WILL HOLD THEIR 

MONTHLY BBQ ON SUN., DEC. 20: You will need to pre-order your 

items by Dec. 14 at kofc8156.org/bbq. Your order will be ready 

for pick-up and payment at the Shady Hollow Community Center on 

Sun., Dec, 20, between 8:30 - 11 a.m. Want to know learn more 

about the Knights of Columbus? Visit Knights.net!  

Community Ministries  
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF 

THE GIVING TREE FAMILIES THIS YEAR. We were 

able to provide all of the families with gift cards! 

Your kindness will help make Christmas a lot 

brighter for these families. Thank you again. We 

wish you all a blessed holiday season. 

 

CAREGIVING CAFE (ONLINE): This group for family caregivers to 

receive information, resources, support, and solutions will  

meet via Zoom on two scheduled Thursdays each month from 

10:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. The next meeting is on Thurs., Dec. 10. To 

attend, please RSVP to forum@caregivingcafe.com or (512) 

301-3560.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Do you have a friend or 

family member that would like a prayer shawl? They 

can be given for many occasions – those in need of 

prayer, a new baby, a special birthday, new beginnings, grief, 

healing, comfort, really for any reason at all. They are created 

with lots of love and prayer. To request a shawl, call or text Kay 

Head, (512) 923-2167 or email scprayershawl@yahoo.com.  

 

WE WILL START A NEW MATTER OF BALANCE online class at 

the beginning of February. It will be held via Zoom. This is an 

evidenced-based, award-winning program designed to help 

older adults reduce the fear of falling and increase physical 

activity. Stay tuned for details! 

 

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS STRUGGLING WITH GRIEF, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY or coping with the challenges of life, 

Catholic Charities of Central Texas can help. Catholic Charities 

Counseling Services offers high quality mental health services 

for children, adults, couples and families on a sliding scale fee 

structure. Services are available in-person or through via “virtual 

therapy.” For more information or to schedule an appointment, 

please call (512) 651-6150. 

 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE SICK 
Theresa Allen 

Miguel Bamberger 
Debra Borrego 

Carmen Gomez 

Josie Hoffpauir 

Amanda Hunt 

Debra Kretzchmar 

Laura Lee 

Joyce Leinen 
Tracy Leinen 

Eddie Mazurek 

John Muniz 

Arianna Rodriguez 

Lorimer “Larry” Sanchez 

Cristina Seal 

June Stewart 
Betty Stone 

Penelope & Hayes Theesfeld 

Sue Thurston 

Carol Walschlager 

Elizabeth Weaver 

Mick Wempe 
Roballyne Williams 

 
 

 
 

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS 
Randall Davis 

Zachary Davis 

Kevin Goodlett 

Josiah Griffin 

Louis Hause  
Whitman Jones 

Susanna Jordan 

Dalton Knight 

Ricky Martinez 

Robert Monroe 

Michael Pace 

Nick Rocha 
Andrew Sanchez 

Julianna Snow 

Daniel Suarez 

Please pray  
for... 
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Religious Education  
 

ADULT EDUCATION   
 

RCIA MINISTRY MINUTE: This week’s Ministry Minute will be provided by the Amigos 

Club. God bless you for your kindness.  

 

SENIOR MINISTRY will host the presentation, “How the Gospels Were Constructed, 

Part 6” on Thurs., Dec. 10 at 10 a.m. Fr. Lou will conclude his discussion on the 

construction of the Gospels. To receive the Zoom meeting link, register online or 

email jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org by Dec. 8.  

 

 

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH   
FAITH FORMATION HOMEWORK/PROJECTS: Please turn in all homework & projects 

for September – December to the drop box outside the Parish Center by Tues., 

Dec. 22. For more info, contact Cynthia at cynthia.rodriguez@stcatherine-austin.org.  

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION KITS: Children who will make their First Reconciliation 

this year need to pick up a kit from the RE office. The kits are individually labeled  

in the plastic tubs outside the Parish Center, next to the homework drop box. Contact 

Cynthia at cynthia.rodriguez@stcatherine-austin.org with any questions. 

 
 

 

Preschool Ministries  
 

ST. CATHERINE’S AT HOME PRESCHOOL: In December, St. Catherine’s At 

Home Preschool will be learning about the Gingerbread Man and all of 

the various stories that go along with him. We’ll also be doing many fun 

activities that focus around Christmas and most importantly the Nativity 

and Christmas Story. These lesson plans will help your child be prepared 

for kindergarten. We follow all of the Texas Prekindergarten guidelines. If you 

would like to receive our December At Home Preschool lesson plans, please register 

at www.stcatherine-austin.org/registration-information-2. Lesson plans are emailed 

weekly to your inbox. 

 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR will begin 

in December for current families. To join our waitlist, contact Camille 

Parker at camille.parker@stcatherine-austin.org. The Preschool will open 

in September and loosely follows the AISD calendar through May. Our 

hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Tuesday through Thursday. Class sizes will be 

small and space is limited. Visit www.stcatherine-austin.org/preschool for more 

information about our awesome play-based program.  

 

 

 

Family Life Ministries  
UNPLUG THE CHRISTMAS MACHINE: Is Christmas losing it’s meaning? Are you 

hoping for a less harried holiday? For a more spiritual and intentional celebration, 

take some time to reflect on what you are doing now during the season and how 

you wish the season would be ideally spent in your household. Reinvigorate your 

Advent with the online presentation, “Unplug the Christmas Machine” on Sun., 

Dec. 6, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. on Zoom. Cost is $5 per household. To attend, register 

online at stcatherine-austin.org/getting-ready-christmas.  

  

ROMP–A MINISTRY FOR ALL MOTHERS: Motherhood is better when we are con-

nected to each other. Join us on Mon., Dec. 14 at 7:45 p.m. for an Advent Mini 

Retreat, an opportunity to reflect on our vocation of motherhood at Christmas. 

Use Zoom Meeting ID 811 6749 6225 for all Main Meetings. Find out more at 

stcatherine-austin.org/romp or watch past presentations on the webinars page. 

 

THE REPOSE OF THE  

SOULS OF LOVED ONES  

recently called home by our Savior,  

especially Jacob Paul Chairez, 

grandson of Amelia Charis. 
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Liturgy 
 

TODAY IS THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT! Today 

our scriptures are full of images of God coming to 

make all things right. The Psalm says, “I will hear 

what God proclaims…for he proclaims peace to his 

people. Kindness and truth shall meet; justice and 

peace shall kiss.” God wishes us abundant life. 

Peace is the gift that makes abundant life possible 

a gift that requires both commitment and creativity! When we 

live humbly, give graciously and seek justice, we work toward 

peace-in our world and in our own lives. 

 

We are offering the following opportunities to celebrate a 

hope-filled Advent at St. Catherine:  
 

• IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MASS on Tues., Dec. 8 at 

12 p.m.  
 

• OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE MASS with a dramatization 

of the appearance of the Virgin Mary to St. Juan Diego 

at the 7 p.m. Mass on Fri., Dec. 11. (This will be a 

closed Mass but it will be live-streamed.) 

 

WE STILL HAVE SOME UNCLAIMED MEMENTOS FROM OUR 

ALTAR OF THE DEAD. To collect your items, contact Jennifer at 

(512) 892-2420 or jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org.  

 

WE CONTNUE TO SANITIZE THE PEWS AFTER ALL MASSES. The 

number of volunteers assisting with this effort changes from 

day to day, and on some weekdays there are few or no volunteers. 

If you would like to help us maintain this safeguard, please remain 

in the Narthex after Mass. Once the church is empty, sanitizing 

can begin. The more who participate, the less time it takes for 

those who do, and the more who know how to do this properly, 

the better! 

 

 

2021 RELIGIOUS CALENDARS are available for 

purchase in the Church Office. Cost is $3 and 

quantities are limited.  
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Mon 7 12:00     Jesus Carlos Martinez † 

Tue 8 12:00 
7:00 

    Janel O’Rourke †  
    John † and Mae † Sosnosky 

Wed 9 12:00       Joshua Draper † 

Thurs 10 12:00     Deborah Sanders † 

Fri 11 12:00     Michael Taylor † 

Sat 12 5:00     Priest Intention    

Sun 13 7:30 
9:30 

11:30 
1:15 
5:00 

    Mary Arlene Tenney Ip † 
    Loretta Pfenniger † 
    Dotty White † 
    Amador Munoz, Sr. † 
    People of the Parish  

       (†)   Deceased 
    (SI)  Special Intention 

SANCTUARY LAMP & ADORATION CANDLE INTENTIONS 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 6 – 12 
 
 

• Adoration Chapel–donated by Claudia Amezcua in 

loving memory of Maria Concepcion Rodriguez. 
 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine–donated by Maya Castillo-

Diaz in memory of Maria Machez. 
 

• Sacred Heart Shrine–donated by Iris Sims in memory of 

Alberta Sims.  

 

• St. Joseph Shrine–donated by Iris Sims in memory of 

Abe Sims. 

• St. Jude Shrine–donated by Carol Debish for a special 

intention for Josh and Danielle. 

NEWCOMERS:  Welcome to St. Catherine’s Parish. Registration forms are located online, in the back of the church and in the office.  
 

MARRIAGE: Please contact Diane Bily at least nine months prior to the wedding date at 892-2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BAPTISM: Preparation required for parents & godparents. Contact Jeanette Britt at 892-2420 or jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BULLETIN: Email joann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.org or send written notice to the parish office 15 days prior to publication date. 
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O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain,

with steadfast faith.
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need.

We are certain that you will provide, so that,
as you did at Cana of Galilee,

joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will
and to do what Jesus tells us:

He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us,

through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 

Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test – 
and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.

Prayer to the Virgin Mary for 
Protection During the Coronavirus
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