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From the Pastor’s Office

Third Sunday of Lent

The story of the woman at the Well is one of my favorite stories about Jesus.

I love the pace of it. Time stands still. There is no hurry. Making a connection

with this woman is all that matters. Jesus will wait hours if he has to. Mean-

while, the Apostles are here and there trying to find food. Townspeople are 

going about their business. At the middle of the day, at the hottest, people 

are taking their siestas. Gradually the town becomes quieter and quieter. 

This is the time when the woman comes forth from the shadows. She 

doesn’t want to deal with people. People are cruel. They will gladly hurt 

you. They will take your most vulnerable part and fire it in your face. We 

seem to have learned that from childhood. It is not just children. All of us, 

we can be very cruel. We seek out the vulnerable and the isolated and we 

condemn them over and over again. We love having dirt on people. Would 

you blame this woman for being cautious? To make things worse there is a 

Jewish man sitting by the Well. Jewish society says that it is not proper for a 

stranger woman to speak to a stranger man. It is not proper for a Samaritan

to speak to a Jew. No doubt the Samaritan woman wished that this man 

would just go away. She has no choice. She has to approach, she needs 

the water. We imagine the scene of this woman sheepishly approaching the 

Well. The wild animal comes out of the shadows and comes close. Jesus

doesn’t make any sudden moves. He just sits and watches. She draws the 

water. This is an opportunity for Jesus to ask for some water. That makes 

sense. It is hot outside. He is thirsty. What could be wrong with that? The 

truth is that Jesus broke the ice. He makes sure that the woman knows 

very quickly that He is no threat to her. I guess when you spend your days 

living isolated from your community it must be nice to speak with a nice 

person. This man knows nothing about this woman. What harm is there is 

talking for a while.? Without knowing it, the woman begins to say more. 

She ends up having a great healing conversation with Jesus. We have all 

enjoyed those healing conversations where everything seems to get sorted. 

Everything fits into place. Clarity comes. I find new energy. Jesus sitting at 

the Well becomes the role model stance for every minister of the Church. 

People want to talk. Sometimes it takes a while to get going. Sometimes 

when they do get going they can’t stop, they have so much to say. But, 

that’s alright, too. All those times I have role-modeled Jesus sitting by the 

Well waiting for the man/woman to come close and trust me. Those were 

good times. I got more from it than them. What a lovely story.

With love,

Fr. Pat
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Regular Sunday Collections:
Sunday, February 28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24,000*

* includes $7,568 in online donations received 2/22 - 2/28

Stewardship News
Date Weekly Collection Amount

02/21/21 $17,478

02/14/21 $28,834

UPDATE FROM FATHER RAY

BIG SMILES ON THE FACES OF THE CARMELITE SISTERS 

The Cloistered Carmelite Sisters Convent roof work is progressing at jet speed. Both the first stage (fixing the Iron frames)and 

the second stage (painting) have been completed and the third stage (fixing the iron sheets) is on full swing. The progress  of 

the repairs is bringing smiles on the faces of our beloved sisters and the happiness and joy to all of us.

If they continue to work at this speed, the entire mission should be completed by the end of March 2021. Once they complete 

the third stage of fixing of the iron sheets, they will fill the gaps, waterproof all of the walls to prevent the water  leakages, close 

the sides to prevent any insects, birds and even the snakes and scorpions. 

This iron sheet fixing system is very common for the flat roof buildings when they face water leakage problems. This not only

reduces the expenditure but also provides safety for the residents, protects the roof from the rain and scorching sun,  reduces 

the summer heat inside the building. 

The sisters are continuously praying for us. Every day they are offering all of us on the altar and interceding for us and  for our 

family. They always say that our St. Catherine’s community is very dear to them. 

As we receive donations, we send the contributions but also forward the donor names for their special prayers. Let’s continue

our support and prayers for these sisters. You can send your donations to our parish office, payable to Fr. Ray Pothireddy for the 

Cloistered Carmelite Sisters or donate online. 

With a grateful heart,

Fr. Ray Pothireddy 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT: We are grateful to this community for giving so greatly and regularly at home 

through online and mail contributions. Please also try to include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try to 

meet the need of a growing group due to the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued financial support to 

meet this challenge.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE SICK 
Theresa Allen 

Debra Borrego 
Josie Hoffpauir 

Debra Kretzchmar 

Joyce Leinen 

Tracy Leinen 

John Muniz 

Marian Nelson 

Arianna Rodriguez 
Lorimer “Larry” Sanchez 

Carol Walschlager 

Elizabeth Weaver 

Mick Wempe 

Roballyne Williams 

 

 

 
 

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS 
Randall Davis 

Zachary Davis 
Kevin Goodlett 

Josiah Griffin 

Louis Hause  

Whitman Jones 

Susanna Jordan 

Dalton Knight 

Ricky Martinez 
Robert Monroe 

Michael Pace 

Nick Rocha 

Andrew Sanchez 

Julianna Snow 

Daniel Suarez 

Please pray  
for... 
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Religious Education  
 

ADULT EDUCATION   
 

RCIA MINISTRY MINUTE: This week’s Ministry Minute will be provided by the 

Prayer Shawl Ministry. God bless you for your kindness.  

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS: If you have been baptized Catholic and received 

your First Communion, we would be happy to help you complete your Sacraments 

of Initiation by preparing for Confirmation in late spring. To register, contact Jennifer 

at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org. Questions can be directed to Pam 

Neumann, Pastoral Associate at pam.neumann@stcatherine-austin.org. Online 

classes will begin Tues., March 23 at 7:00 p.m. Confirmation is scheduled for Sat., 

May 22. 

 

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR LENT: We are trying to be flexible 

and creative this year in the midst of the pandemic. We 

realize that not all parishioners may be able to physically 

come to the church to pick up reflection booklets. We have 

purchased a license for Ann Naffziger’s Words for the Weary: 

Embracing the Lenten Season after a Challenging Pandemic 

Year to make it available on the parish website. Visit 

www.stcatherine-austin.org/lenten-daily-reflection-booklet 

to download these reflections and take a few minutes each 

day to think about our lives this year and entrust ourselves 

to God. 

 

 

 

Preschool Ministries  
 

ST. CATHERINE’S PRESCHOOL AT HOME PRESCHOOL LESSONS FOR 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN AGES 2-5. All plans include prayers, stories, 

activities, Bible lessons, crafts, finger plays, songs, and recipes. Lesson 

plans are $30/week or $75/month. For a sample lesson plan, visit 

our website or contact Camille at camille.parker@stcatherine-austin.org 

or (512) 892-2420, ext. 319. 

 

FARMS CAN BE SO MUCH MORE THAN CUTE LITTLE ANIMALS. These animals are 

useful. They provide use with milk, eggs, meat, and wool. Farms also provide us 

the grains and vegetables that show up in our grocery stores. Farms can teach us 

about seasons. Certain produce might be more available at different times of the 

year and baby animals are more abundant in the spring. Take this opportunity to 

teach your child animal names, the sounds they make, and what they provide for 

us. When you eat grains, show your child a picture of the plant they came from. 

The farm is the perfect place to learn about God’s creations! Find out more about 

our Preschool program at www.stcatherine-austin.org/preschool. 

 

 

 

 

Family Life Ministries  
 

ROMP – A MINISTRY FOR ALL MOTHERS: Motherhood is better when we are all 

connected to each other. Join us on Mon., Mar. 22 at 7:45 p.m. on Zoom for our 

monthly Main Meeting, which will feature speaker Rachel Wong of The Feminine 

Genius Podcast. Mark your calendar and join us for the remaining Spring ROMP 

Main Meeting dates: Apr. 19 & May 17. Use Zoom Meeting ID 811 6749 6225. 

Find out more at stcatherine-austin.org/romp. 
THE REPOSE OF THE  

SOULS OF LOVED ONES  

recently called home by our Savior. 
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Liturgy 
 

JOIN US ON FRIDAY NIGHTS OF LENT AT 7 P.M. FOR 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOLLOWED BY MASS. If 

you cannot make it on Friday evenings, we also have 

our outside Stations of the Cross available for you to 

walk and pray at any time. 

 
LITANY OF SAINT JOSEPH: On the nine days leading to the 

Feast of Saint Joseph, we will recite the Litany of Saint Joseph 

before all liturgies at St. Catherine. This includes all daily, 

Vigil and Sunday Masses from Thurs., March 11 through the 

Feast itself, Fri., March 19. We will have The Litany available 

as a physical prayer card in the Narthex beginning this week-

end. It can also be found at stcatherine-austin.org/litany-of-st-

joseph.  

 
LENT IS A PENITENTIAL SEASON. If you were unable to attend 

our Parish Penance Service, below are other services being 

offered in the Diocese of Austin: 
 

• March 10   St. Paul Catholic Church    6:30 p.m. 

• March 12   Santa Cruz Catholic Church (Buda) 7 p.m.  

• March 22   St. Austin Catholic Church 7 p.m.  

• March 24    St. John Neumann Catholic Church  5–7 p.m.  

 

FASTING AND ABSTINENCE DURING LENT: On the Fridays of 

Lent, it is the obligation of practicing Catholics from age 14 

onward to abstain from eating meat. Ash Wednesday and 

Good Friday are obligatory days of both fasting and absti-

nence; On days of fasting, Catholics between the ages of 18 

and 59 are permitted to eat one full meal and two smaller 

meals that together are not equal to a full meal. On days of 

fasting, refrain from eating between the permitted meals. 

 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS FOR THE BEREAVED, written by Fr. 

Terence P. Curley, presents the story of Jesus’ passion and 

death as a source of consolation and hope in times of grief 

following the loss of a loved one. This special journey with the 

stations will be offered on Mon., Mar. 22, at 6:30 p.m.   

 

ABOUT THE SINGING: We are beginning to reintroduce a 

limited amount of sung music at the Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Vigil as well as the Sunday 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 

5:00 p.m. Masses. For the time being, a solo cantor will 

offer hymns, primarily for the opening Procession, Communion, 

and at the conclusion of Mass (Recession). This is being done 

with an approach that seeks to ensure the safety of the singers 

as well as the congregation. We will continue this practice 

insofar as we are able to schedule cantors for whom this is a 

safe prospect. We continue to observe the pandemic conditions 

with hope, and our musical offering will continue to be reviewed 

and administered with the utmost care. 
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Sat 6 5:00    Carolyn Foppiano †  

Sun 7 7:30 
9:30 

11:30 
1:15 
5:00 

   Glady D’Silva (SI) 
   Priest Intention  
   Julian Palacios (SI) 
   People of the Parish 
   Mark Johnson † 
 

Mon 8 12:00    Christa Hanna †  

Tue 9 12:00 
7:00 

   Lynda Williams † 
   Juanita Antu † 
 

Wed 10 12:00    Mary Jane Barrack †  

Thurs 11 12:00    Rose Mary Plese † 

Fri 12 12:00 
7:30  

 

   Priest Rev. Robert Bauer, S.D.B. † 
   Priest Intention 

       (†)   Deceased 
    (SI)  Special Intention 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP & ADORATION CANDLE INTENTIONS 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS! Do you know your EIM (Ethics and 

Integrity in Ministry) anniversary date? If you don’t, please call 

the parish office at (512) 892-2420. All members of liturgical 

ministries (including Mass Coordinators, Ushers & Hospitality, 

Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Cantors, 

Musicians and Choir Members) over 18 years of age must re-

main in compliance with this Diocesan program as a required 

part of their service in the parish ministry. 

 

SANCTUARY LAMPS: We have Sanctuary Lamps near the 

Sacred Heart Shrine, St. Jude Shrine, St. Joseph Shrine, 

and Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine. Sign up online to have 

a Sanctuary Lamp lit for a week in memory of a loved one 

or for a special intention. Your name and intention will be 

published in the weekly bulletin. The suggested donation is 

$10 and may be paid online, dropped off to the parish office or 

in the collection basket noting “intention candles.”  

 

WEEK OF MARCH 7 – 13 
 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine–donated by Gloria  

Rodriguez in memory of Stella Rios. 
 

• Sacred Heart Shrine–donated by Paula Willis for spiritual 

healing for Jeanne.  

 

• St. Joseph Shrine–donated for a special intention. 
 

• St. Jude Shrine–donated by Elizabeth Noelting for a  

special intention. 

NEWCOMERS:  Welcome to St. Catherine’s Parish. Registration forms are located online, in the back of the church and in the office.  
 

MARRIAGE: Please contact Diane Bily at least nine months prior to the wedding date at 892-2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BAPTISM: Preparation required for parents & godparents. Contact Jeanette Britt at 892-2420 or jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BULLETIN: Email joann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.org or send written notice to the parish office 15 days prior to publication date. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Community Ministries  
 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES RICE BOWL: Each 

Lent, Catholic families across the country unite 

to put their faith into action through prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving. Rice bowls are available in the narthex but we 

will collect donations differently this year. You may use the rice 

bowls for collection at home, but we encourage everyone to make 

their donations online or send a check to the office.  
 

SUSTAINABILITY IN EL SALVADOR- Drought has become a big 

problem across El Salvador, making it difficult for farmers to 

produce enough crops to support their families. But new farming 

techniques—and a new generation of young farmers—are mak-

ing a difference. What would you do if your livelihood was 

threatened? How can you support young people in your com-

munity and around the world? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn 

more.  

 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE (FEB. 17 - MAR. 28). If you would like to 

peacefully pray in front of Planned Parenthood on Ben White 

just east of Congress, visit centraltexascoalition.com to sign up 

for an hour on the day and time of your choice. Please read the 

information on their website about parking. 

 

CAREGIVING CAFE (ONLINE): This group for family caregivers to 

receive information, resources, support, and solutions will  

meet via Zoom on two scheduled Thursdays each month from 

10:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. The next meeting is on Thurs., Mar. 11. To 

attend, RSVP to forum@caregivingcafe.com or (512) 301-3560.  

 

COVID-19 MASKS FOR NAVAJO NATION: Navajo 

Nation has put out a "Special call for homemade 

fabric masks (100% cotton).” Youth small and adult 

large are desperately needed. This is a great project 

to help others and keep busy while at home. 

Completed masks may be placed in the wicker basket in the 

east narthex. You can use any pattern but for some ideas, visit 

www.stcatherine-austin.org/face-masks-patterns. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Do you know someone  

who would like a prayer shawl? To request a shawl, 

call or text Kay Head, (512) 923-2167 or email 

scprayershawl@yahoo.com.  

 

ABIDING LOVE FOOD PANTRY: Please drop off food donations 

directly to Abiding Love, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Use the entrance on Brush Country; drive thru the parking lot 

and stop at the front doors. Leave your non-perishable foods on 

the sidewalk by the main doors. This is a contactless donation. 

Thank you!  
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General Parish 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LADIES AUXILIARY KOCA): All Knights 

of Columbus Ladies – wives, mothers, widows, daughters and 

sisters (18 yrs.+) of Knights of Columbus members are cordially 

invited to the next online meeting on Mon., Mar. 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting will include a presentation, “How to Plan a Funeral” 

by Eric Carreiro. You may call in with your phone or login with 

your computer via Zoom for our continued spiritual and charitable 

growth, and fellowship. To participate, please contact Glenda 

Massey at (512) 560-2314 or m4force@aol.com for the meeting 

link. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BBQ ON SUN., MAR. 21: This month’s 

BBQ will support the Warrior & Family Support Center at Fort 

Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas. Pre-order your items at 

kofc8156.org/bbq by Mon., Mar. 15. Orders will be ready for 

pick-up on Sun., Mar. 21 at the Knights of Columbus smoker at 

St. Catherine between 8 - 10 a.m. Want to know learn more 

about the Knights of Columbus? Visit Knights.net!  

 

EVEN DURING A PANDEMIC, YOUR YARD NEEDS MULCH! 

Scouts in Troop 448 are taking orders and payment for bags of 

mulch. These are 2 cu. ft. Dark Texas Native Hardwood mulch 

for $4 per bag. Proceeds help Scouts fund various scouting 

activities such as Summer Camp and High-Adventure Treks. 

Mulch will be delivered on Sat., Mar. 13. Delivery is free with a 

5 bag minimum order (spreading is not included). To place an 

order, send your contact information and number of bags to 

mulch@troop448austin.com or call (512) 970-1218 and leave 

a message. Mulch delivery will be contactless, please indicate 

any delivery instructions. 

 

 

 

 
Out of Parish 
 

ST. MICHAEL'S CATHOLIC ACADEMY invites prospective students 

and families to attend St. Michael's in-person or virtual events. In

-person campus tours and several virtual admission events 

throughout the week are currently taking place. To learn more 

and to register for one or all of the events, visit www.smca.com/

admission-event-registration. For more information, contact Leah 

Esparza at lesparza@smsca.com or (512) 328-2323. 

Congratulations to Liliana Hanley who 

achieved High Honors with distinction from St. 

Dominic Savio High School. 
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Call Erin Hummel at 

(512) 892-2420 for assistance 

in setting up an online 

giving arrangement

Mail envelopes/checks to 

the parish office:

4800 Convict Hill Road

Austin, Texas 78749

stcatherine-austin.org/give-from-home

NEW! Donate through PayPal

Texas
CatholicMatch.com/goTX
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