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From the Pastor’s Office

Palm Sunday

Usually when Palm Sunday comes around, I emit a sigh of relief that Lent 

is about to end. I also emit another sigh that Holy Week is about to begin 

because that tends to become very emotional. Palm Sunday is the great 

introduction. The great drama begins. Jesus arrives in Jerusalem. This is 

the time of the Passover, so the city of Jerusalem would be thronging with 

people. Jesus is just another pilgrim entering the city. Unfortunately, the 

Jewish Authority have been watching out for Him. Keep an eye on that one. 

We are given the great hosannas as Jesus enters the city but that great 

welcome is hidden behind the great swell of other people with their bags 

and their animals. The city of Jerusalem is extra busy. Estimates say the 

population of Jerusalem in Jesus’ time was something between 50 to 

100,000 people. In the time of Passover this number exploded to one or two 

million pilgrims. Remember that this is a pilgrimage city. It runs efficiently

with all the various services and resources a pilgrim might need. Passover 

was all about animal sacrifice so the streets must have been plagued with 

sheep everywhere. Beyond, on the hills you must have seen many caravans

of camels, tented villages, campfires everywhere, and exotic people. The 

city is exciting. If they are going to keep an eye on the movement of Jesus 

they must act quickly. Guards are everywhere watching. The last thing they 

want is this Jesus person causing a revolution in the city during the most 

important annual celebration. Long before His entry into the city, Jesus 

knew what this would mean. He came to Jerusalem basically to face His 

destiny. It was time to stand before His accusers and answer them. Jesus 

knew full well, the slightest excuse and they would arrest Him. Now was 

not the time to be distracted. Now was the time to gather His people and 

celebrate Passover with them. Only this Passover was going to be radically 

different. This Passover was going to inaugurate what we call the Eucharist.

A great theological swell was coming. Great drama was going to come as 

well. Of course they were going to arrest Jesus. They were looking for an 

excuse. Of course they would put Him on trial. Let’s have a great show 

trial. Let’s shame this one. Let’s destroy Him and His followers and we’ll 

say no more about it. They will forget Him soon enough. We’ve seen all 

this before. 

With love,

Fr. Pat
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Stewardship News 
Regular Sunday Collections: 
 

Sunday, March 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29,219* 

            * includes $17,264 in online donations received 3/15 - 3/21 
 

      2nd Collection: Catholic Relief Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,089 

 
THIS WEEKEND WE WILL HAVE OUR BI-MONTHLY 2ND COLLECTION in support of Catholic Education in the Diocese.  

     Date Weekly Collection Amount 

03/14/21 $32,569 

03/07/21 $50,373 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT: We are grateful to this community for giving so greatly and regularly at home 

through online and mail contributions. Please also try to include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try to 

meet the need of a growing group due to the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued financial support to 

meet this challenge. 

NEWCOMERS:  Welcome to St. Catherine’s Parish. Registration forms are located online, in the back of the church and in the office.  
 

MARRIAGE: Please contact Diane Bily at least nine months prior to the wedding date at 892-2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BAPTISM: Preparation required for parents & godparents. Contact Jeanette Britt at 892-2420 or jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BULLETIN: Email joann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.org or send written notice to the parish office 15 days prior to publication date. 

Preschool Ministries  
 

ST. CATHERINE’S PRESCHOOL IS CURRENTLY ENROLLING FOR 

THE FALL OF 2021. We are more than a preschool! Our play-

based, faith filled, emergent curriculum will help your child be 

successful in school. Our children develop school readiness 

skills using the Texas Prekindergarten guidelines through play. 

Each class has a low student to teacher ratio with loving and 

nurturing teachers. All classes will participate in a school-wide 

weekly Bible story and Christ-centered lessons. They will also 

attend a music and movement class benefiting educational, 

cognitive, and social skills. We offer classes for 2 and 3 year-olds 

on Tuesday & Thursday or Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday. 

Our Pre-K class for 4-5 year-olds is offered Tuesday through 

Thursday. Registered parishioners receive a $50 discount/

month. Contact Camille Parker at (512) 892-2420, ext. 319 for 

more information or visit www.stcatherine-austin.org/preschool.  

 

AT HOME PRESCHOOL: We’ll spend these last days of Lent by 

talking about the Easter story and how much God loves each of 

us. We’ll be learning all about the glory of Easter and God’s 

unending love. This week we have a lot of fun activities fo-

cused on things like bunnies and Easter eggs. Your child can 

try out new painting techniques and make cute little animals to 

play with but does your child know the true meaning of Easter? 

It’s a time to be thankful that Jesus, God’s only son, came to 

save us. It’s a time to focus on the miraculous story about how 

Jesus died on a cross and came back to life three days later. 

It’s because of Jesus our sins can be forgiven. If we believe in 

Jesus, we will have everlasting life. Make sure to listen to our 

Easter Story book with your child and sing some of our reli-

gious based songs. Talk about what really happened at Easter 

and let them know how much you love Jesus! Find out more 

about our Preschool program at www.stcatherine-austin.org/

preschool. 

 

 

Take a virtual tour of the preschool here! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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THE REPOSE OF THE  

SOULS OF LOVED ONES  

recently called home by our Savior,  

especially Mamie Bondy. 

THE SICK 
Theresa Allen 

Debra Borrego 

Beckett Duvernay-Bassinger  
Josie Hoffpauir 

Debra Kretzchmar 

Joyce Leinen 

Tracy Leinen 

John Muniz 
Marian Nelson 

Arianna Rodriguez 

Lorimer “Larry” Sanchez 

Albert Tamayo 

Carol Walschlager 

Elizabeth Weaver 
Mick Wempe 

Edith Werchan 

 

 

 

 
 

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS 
Randall Davis 

Zachary Davis 
Kevin Goodlett 

Josiah Griffin 

Louis Hause  

Whitman Jones 

Susanna Jordan 

Dalton Knight 

Ricky Martinez 
Robert Monroe 

Michael Pace 

Nick Rocha 

Andrew Sanchez 

Julianna Snow 

Daniel Suarez 

Please pray  
for... 

PALM SUNDAY     MARCH 28, 2021  

Religious Education  

 

ADULT EDUCATION   
NEW BIBLE STUDY STARTING APRIL 18, 2021! Join us as we examine Wisdom: 

God’s Vision for Life, a new course from Ascension Press. After each of us watches 

the video lesson and reads the workbook, we will meet online via Zoom on Sundays 

from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. for a discussion. This Bible Study will meet from 

Apr. 18 through Jun. 13. Visit www.stcatherine-austin.org/bible-study for more 

information and to sign up. If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer 

Gamblin at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org.  

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASS: If you have been baptized Catholic and received 

your First Communion, we would be happy to help you complete your Sacraments 

of Initiation by preparing for Confirmation in late spring. To register, contact Jennifer 

at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org. Questions can be directed to Pam 

Neumann, Pastoral Associate at pam.neumann@stcatherine-austin.org. Online 

classes are held on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Confirmation is scheduled for Sat., May 22. 

 

BAPTISM CLASSES: We offer online classes for parents and godparents preparing 

for infant baptism. Visit stcatherine-austin.org/infant-baptism for more information 

and to register. Questions? Contact Jeanette at jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org.  
 

• GODPARENT CLASS: This class will be offered online on Wed., April 7 

at 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  
 

• BAPTISM CLASS FOR PARENTS will be offered online on Sat., April 24 

at 10:00 a.m. 

 

SENIOR MINISTRY: Join us for a special online presentation, Gardening as a Way to 

Connect with Creation on Thurs., Apr. 8 at 10 a.m. LaRee Driggs, master gardener, 

will share her wealth of experience and wisdom. Her focus will be on growing your 

own food and the challenges of gardening in Texas. Register online or contact 

Jennifer at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org or (512) 892-2420 for the 

meeting link. 

 
Family Life Ministries  
 

MARY’S WAY OF THE CROSS, WED. MARCH 31: Experience the 

Stations of the Cross through the eyes of Jesus’ mother. Children 

are welcome. We will meet at 1:30 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary. 

(Please follow the social distancing markers currently being used 

in the pews).  

 
WEEKLY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Join us on Zoom every Friday at 2:45 p.m. for 

the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Share your intentions and pray during the hour of mercy. 

Don’t know it? There will be a slideshow with the words! Use the Zoom Meeting 

ID 823 7137 8478. Everyone is invited to join us. 
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Liturgy 
 

JOIN US ON FRIDAY NIGHTS OF LENT AT 7 P.M. FOR 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS FOLLOWED BY MASS. If 

you cannot make it on Friday evenings, we also have 

our outside Stations of the Cross available for you to 

walk and pray at any time. 

 

HELP IS NEEDED AT OUR WEEKEND MASSES. More people 

are attending Mass and this will surely increase as more are 

vaccinated. Meanwhile, we rely on the same few volunteers, 

some of whom could use a break! A lack of enough volunteers 

hampers our ability to serve our current Mass schedule, and 

also poses difficulties for Holy Week and Easter. We especially  

need Ushers and Eucharistic Ministers. If you feel that you can 

do so safely – perhaps if you yourself have been vaccinated – 

please volunteer to help or return to a previous ministry. See 

any of the Ushers on duty after Mass, or contact Jennifer at 

jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org or (512) 892-2420. 

 

PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY TO MASS! With the rise in attendance, 

we have begun to have to exceed the limited capacity of the 

church at some Masses. More folks are arriving right before or  

during Mass. We continue to follow safety protocols, and no 

standing is allowed in the Narthex. Those we cannot seat in 

the sanctuary will be directed to Johnson Hall. If you wish to 

attend Mass in person and to sit in the church, please arrive 

early! 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: WE NEED YOU FOR HOLY WEEK AND 

EASTER: There are many openings on the schedules. Please 

look on Ministry Scheduler Pro for the schedules, and sign up 

to serve at one or more of the services. 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: Do you know your EIM (Ethics and 

Integrity in Ministry) anniversary date? If you don’t, please call 

Sylvianne in the parish office at (512) 892-2420. All members 

of liturgical ministries (including Mass Coordinators, Ushers & 

Hospitality, Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, 

Cantors, Musicians and Choir Members) over 18 years of age 

must remain in compliance with this Diocesan program as a 

required part of their service in the parish ministry. 

 
 

 
EASTER LILY MEMORIALS:  

Remember a loved one through a memorial 

gift of Easter lilies. Your loved one's name 

will appear in the Easter bulletin and on the 

decorative poster in the narthex displayed 

during the Easter services. A donation of 

$10 will help decorate the church in honor 

of the Resurrection of Christ. Sign up at 

www.stcatherine-austin.org/easter-lily-memorial or place your 

donation in an envelope marked “Easter Flowers” in the 

weekly collection or mail/drop off to the parish office.  

Deadline is Mon., March 29.  

 

PALM SUNDAY     MARCH 28, 2021  

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

SANCTUARY LAMP & ADORATION CANDLE INTENTIONS 

 

WEEK OF MARCH 28 – APRIL 3 
 

• Adoration Chapel–donated by Elizabeth Noelting 

for a special intention. 
 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine–donated by Rhonda Smith 

in loving memory of Gary Smith and Ed & Nell Narro. 

Sat 27 5:00    Edith Brusatti † 

Sun 28 7:30 
9:30 

11:30 
1:15 
5:00 

   People of the Parish 
   Priest Intention  
   Gladys D’Silva † 
   Priest Intention  
   Priest Intention  
 

Mon 29 12:00    Priest Intention   

Tue 20 12:00 
7:00 

   Priest Intention  
   Priest Intention 
 

Wed 31 12:00    Priest Intention  

Thurs 1 7:30    Holy Thursday 

Fri 2 7:30  
 

   Good Friday 

       (†)   Deceased 
    (SI)  Special Intention 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, March 31 

Daily Mass                                                   12:00 p.m. 

Mary’s Way of the Cross                            1:30 p.m.  

 
HOLY THURSDAY MASS, April 1   7:30 p.m.      

 (No noon Mass) 

 
GOOD FRIDAY, April 2 (No Noon Mass)  

Stations of the Cross                               3:00 p.m. 

Passion Service                                       7:30 p.m. 

 
HOLY SATURDAY, April 3 

Blessing of the Easter baskets & food   9:30 a.m.  

Easter Vigil Mass                                    8:00 p.m.  

(No Mass at 5:00 p.m. No Confessions.)  

 
EASTER SUNDAY MASSES, April 4    

7:00 a.m.    9:30 a.m.    11:30 a.m.  1:30 p.m.  

 
EASTER MONDAY,  April 5 

Daily Mass at 12:00 p.m.  

 
Parish Offices will be closed on Thursday, April 1, 

Friday, April 2, and Monday, April 5. 
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Community Ministries  
 

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES RICE BOWL: Each 

Lent, Catholic families across the country unite 

to put their faith into action through prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving. Rice bowls are available in the narthex but we 

will collect donations differently this year. You may use the rice 

bowls for collection at home, but we encourage everyone to make 

their donations online or send a check to the office.  

 

SERVING THE SUFFERING CHRIST: As we enter Holy Week and 

celebrate Palm Sunday, let’s reflect on how our Lord suffered from 

our indifference: those who proclaimed him king of Jerusalem 

were the same who called to crucify him. We recognize we are 

all one human family. Are we contributing to the suffering of our 

sisters and brothers with our indifference to their realities? How 

does our faith inspire us to care for them and share the gifts 

that God has bestowed on us? Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more.  

 

PRAYER WARRIORS MINISTRY: I will be out of the office from 

March 29 thru April 9. During that time, if you would like an 

emergency prayer request sent out, please send your request 

to sylvianne.mariotti@stcatherine-austin.org. Otherwise, please 

know that our Prayer Warriors are praying for all Parishioners 

during the time I will be out of the office. Thank you, Rhonda 

Smith.  

 

CAREGIVING CAFE (ONLINE): This group for family caregivers to 

receive information, resources, support, and solutions will  

meet via Zoom on two scheduled Thursdays each month from 

10:00 a.m. - 12 p.m. The next meeting is on Thurs., April 8. To 

attend, RSVP to forum@caregivingcafe.com or (512) 301-3560.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Do you know someone  

who would like a prayer shawl? To request a shawl, 

call or text Kay Head, (512) 923-2167 or email 

scprayershawl@yahoo.com.  

 

ABIDING LOVE FOOD PANTRY: Please drop off food donations 

directly to Abiding Love, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Use the entrance on Brush Country; drive thru the parking lot 

and stop at the front doors. Leave your non-perishable foods on 

the sidewalk by the main doors. This is a contactless donation. 

Thank you!  
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General Parish 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: St. Catherine of Siena has a  

robust Knights of Columbus Council. We meet the first 

Wednesday of each month. (We are currently meeting 

virtually.) Any men who are over 18 and interested in 

joining or learning more about the Knights of Columbus are 

encouraged to either talk to a Brother Knight you might know or 

contact Eddie Mazurek at emazu5@gmail.com. Join online at 

Knights.net. Use promo code EMAZUREK and your membership 

dues are FREE the first year. 

 

SUPPORT THE CARMELITE SISTERS IN KURNOOL, INDIA. Heavy 

rains in India have damaged the convent. Please extend your 

helping hand to these sisters to help them repair the roof. You 

can send your donations to our parish office, payable to Fr. Ray 

Pothireddy for the Cloistered Carmelite Sisters or donate online.  

 

 

Out of Parish 
 

DISCERNMENT RETREAT FOR WOMEN: “Heart of Mary,” a discern-

ment retreat for women, will be held April 16-18 at Cedarbrake 

Catholic Retreat Center in Temple. Single women between the 

ages of 18 and 35 are invited to join the Apostles of the Interior 

Life to explore and pray over what it means to discern in light of 

Mary’s example. The cost is $35 per person. For more info, 

please visit godiscalling.me or call (512) 949-2430. 

 

REPORT ABUSE: Report abuse of a minor, elderly adult or an 

adult with a disability to local law enforcement or to the Texas 

Abuse Hotline at www.txabusehotline.org or (800) 252-5400 

and to the diocese at www.austindiocese.org/report-abuse or 

(512) 949-2447. 

  

HAVE YOU, OR HAS SOMEONE YOU KNOW, EXPERIENCED ABUSE? 

Bishop Joe S. Vásquez and the Diocese of Austin are committed 

to providing compassionate care to persons who have experienced 

abuse, particularly if committed by clergy or church representative. 

If you or someone you know have experienced such abuse, contact 

the diocesan Coordinator of Victim Assistance and Pastoral 

Support at (512) 949-2400. 

  

REPORT UNETHICAL BEHAVIOR: Report unethical behavior by a 

person serving in ministry to www.austindiocese.org/report-

other-concerns or (512) 949-2447. 

EIM COMPLIANCE (during pandemic): EIM Policies require all clergy, religious, seminarians, employees and adult volunteers 

serving in a ministry requiring EIM compliance to submit an EIM Application for Ministry (one-time only) and attend an EIM Workshop 

at least once every three years. Online EIM training is available at www.austindiocese.org/workshop for persons needing to up-

date/renew their EIM compliance; the training page includes instructions on how to login to your existing EIM account to find 

information you will need in order to receive credit for completing the training. New employees and new volunteers currently active 

in ministry must submit the EIM Application at www.eappsdb.com/austin (as a First Time Applicant) and attend an in-person EIM 

Workshop (as of Jan. 1, 2021, new applicants may not use the online EIM training for their initial EIM compliance requirement). 

EIM Workshops have resumed for new applicants (or no prior EIM Workshop attendance) and are typically for members of the 

host parish/school community only at this time. For more information, call (512) 949-2447. 
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Call Erin Hummel at 

(512) 892-2420 for assistance 

in setting up an online 

giving arrangement

Mail envelopes/checks to 

the parish office:

4800 Convict Hill Road

Austin, Texas 78749

stcatherine-austin.org/give-from-home

NEW! Donate through PayPal

Texas
CatholicMatch.com/goTX
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