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From the Pastor’s Office
Fifth Sunday of Easter

From the first reading today, “When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to 

join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing he was a 

disciple.” Would you blame them? Saul was a hunter of Christians. Followers

of Christ were afraid of him. We don’t know how many he rounded up. He 

handed them over, probably to be tortured, jailed, maybe even executed. 

Not a very nice man. Now he says he is a Christian. I don’t think so! We 

question God’s taste in Christians. How on earth can some people call 

themselves Christians when they act in the opposite way of the Christian 

life? Born again, I don’t think so. Paul was politically hot. He needed to be 

handled. Thank God that Barnabas stepped in. The plan was to take Paul 

away for a while until things calmed down. Word must have spread like 

wildfire. Did you hear that Pharisee Saul has become a Christian? Because 

of Saul/Paul many Christians grew fearful so much so that they abandoned

Jerusalem and headed north to Antioch and Cyprus. We have to be 

amazed at some people we know who are Christian people. They definitely 

don’t live a Christian life. They don’t go to Church to pray. They don’t get 

concerned for the community. How do they live with themselves? Obviously,

very easily. It means nothing that Saul says he is now a disciple. It is only a 

title that is empty of meaning. Show us that you are a follower of Christ. 

Jesus’ words in the Gospel are interesting. He talks about pruning the vine. 

I did some reading about pruning vines. We hear about it in the Bible. It 

turns out that pruning vines involves a savage cutting back of the vine all 

the way to the roots. Everything is taken away. There is little or nothing left. 

Now the vine grows again to full strength bigger and better than before. 

That is how God works in us sometimes. He takes a good run at us and He 

strips us of everything until there is nothing left. I think to myself, how can 

God be so hard on me? In order to save me, in order to bring me back to 

strength again it is necessary sometimes to take it all away and grow the 

whole thing again. In the moment I feel sorry for myself, but in the long 

term I will feel new strength come back to me again. 

With love,

Fr. Pat

I will praise you Lord,

in the assembly of your people.
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Stewards live each day as if Jesus were walking beside us, pointing out acts of compassion for us to perform.  
In this way, we act in Jesus’ name and manifest what we profess in our creed. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT: We are grateful to this community for giving so greatly and regularly at home 

through online and mail contributions. Please include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try to  meet the 

need of a growing group due to the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued financial support to meet this 

challenge. 

Stewardship News 
Regular Sunday Collections: 
 

Sunday, April 25 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $36,999* 

            * includes $17,014 in online donations received 4/19 -  4/25 
 

      2nd Collection: Seminarians & Priest Education/Formation  . . . . .$1,440 

     Date Weekly Collection Amount 

04/18/21 $29,160 

04/11/21 $32,382 

From the Pastor’s Office…. 

 
Dear Parishioners, 

 
Last week the Bishop issued a letter stating his desire to return to near normal liturgical practices starting at the end of 

May. The Bishop was speaking about Catholic worship and sacraments. He wants parishes and parishioners to return to 

Church and to fulfil their Sunday obligation. He also wants us to celebrate Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals as near to 

normal as possible. 

  

His statement did not address the communal life of the parish. We in the parish office are getting people asking for rooms 

and meetings because they have interpreted the Bishop’s letter to mean that we can all return to normal. They expect the 

Coffee Shop to open. They expect to play Bridge. They expect to go to meetings and life to return to normal. Please dear 

parishioners and friends, STOP.  

 

We continue to follow guidelines issued by Austin Public Health. These guidelines speak to wearing masks, social distancing 

and how many people can gather indoors in safety. We are committed to operating in a manner that best serves the public 

health of the entire St. Catherine of Siena community. For these reasons, at all Masses we will continue to follow the protocols 

that are already in place. These protocols include masking and social distancing. Our focus in the near future will be to 

celebrate the sacraments as fully as we are able. We are not focused on opening up the community life of the parish with 

meetings and other gatherings. This might all happen later, but not now. 

 

As we all know, COVID-19 is still here and everywhere. For example, currently 500,000 are getting infected in India every 

day. The State Department has issued an order stating that Americans are not allowed to travel to many countries in the 

world. There is a spike in infections among children in Michigan. Only 30% of our population are now fully vaccinated. 

There is still no vaccination available for children. People remain very afraid.  

 

I meet parishioners who have been fully vaccinated and they tell me that they continue to be afraid to come to Church. 

One parishioner worried that we were not disinfecting the Church enough. Others have told us that disinfecting the Church 

is a waste of time. I have seen people coming to Communion rubbing sanitizer as they approach the altar.  

 

In the background we are contacting Nursing Homes asking them if they are willing to allow Eucharistic ministers to visit. 

We are discussing the possibility of having sacramental prep classes for our middle and high school youth. Our intention 

is for the Pre-School to open up fully in the fall. Everyone’s personal safety is our No. 1 priority and this effort will continue 

to consume enormous amounts of our time. Please don’t dismiss that lightly as nothing. If you are fully vaccinated and 

yearning to return to your previous life, I am delighted for you. Unfortunately 70% of our parishioners don’t have that luxury. 

So, please, wait. When we know that we can do more, you will know.  

 
With love, 

Fr. Pat 
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THE SICK 
Theresa Allen 

Debra Borrego 

Beckett Duvernay-Bassinger  
Josie Hoffpauir 

Joyce Leinen 

Tracy Leinen 

Marco Mariotti 

John Muniz 
Lorimer “Larry” Sanchez 

Carol Walschlager 

Elizabeth Weaver 

Mick Wempe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS 
Randall Davis 

Zachary Davis 

Kevin Goodlett 
Josiah Griffin 

Louis Hause  

Whitman Jones 

Susanna Jordan 

Dalton Knight 

Ricky Martinez 

Robert Monroe 
Michael Pace 

Nick Rocha 

Andrew Sanchez 

Julianna Snow 

Daniel Suarez 

Please pray  
for... 

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER     MAY 2, 2021 

Religious Education  
 

ADULT EDUCATION   
BAPTISM CLASSES: We offer online classes for parents and godparents preparing 

for infant baptism. Visit stcatherine-austin.org/infant-baptism for information and 

to register. Contact Jennifer at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org for any 

questions. 
 

• GODPARENT CLASS: This class will be offered online on Wed., May 5 

at 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.  
 

• BAPTISM CLASS FOR PARENTS will be offered online on Sat., May 15 

at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Preschool Ministries  

 

WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR ASSISTANT TEACHERS AND 

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR. If 

you are interested in applying, please email résumé to Camille 

Parker at camille.parker@stcatherine-austin.org. Include a cover 

letter that briefly summarizes your experience and education, 

how your philosophy about teaching young children matches 

ours, and how this part-time teaching position fits into your life. 

This is the perfect position and workplace for you if: 

 

• You are excited to educate & make a difference in 2-5 year-old children’s lives. 

• You recognize the value and importance of quality play-based learning. 

• You appreciate playing and learning alongside children. 

• You enjoy being down on the floor teaching and interacting with children. 

• You demonstrate God’s love through play, stories, and problem-solving. 

• You are looking for a supportive, professional, and positive team to work with! 

• Early childhood experience preferred. 

 
 

Family Life Ministries  
 

GETTING READY FOR SUMMER: School is almost out, are you ready? 

Discover the Multiple Intelligences and spend some time making a 

game plan for you and your children. Getting Ready for Summer will 

be presented on Zoom at two times: Sun., May 2 at 3:00 p.m. and 

Mon., May 3 at 7:45 p.m. The cost is only $5 per household. Register 

now at stcatherine-austin.org/getting-ready-for-summer. 

 

ROMP - A MINISTRY FOR ALL MOTHERS: This semester of ROMP is wrapping up 

with a Mini Retreat to prepare your heart for summer with your kids. All mothers 

are welcome to join the Zoom Mini Retreat on Mon., May 17 at 7:45 p.m. More 

information and recordings of past speakers can be found at stcatherine-

austin.org/ROMP.  

 

MOMS – MINISTRY OF MOTHERS SHARING: all mothers are invited to this weekly 

book study, even if you have done MOMS before. Together we can find the sacred 

in the ordinary and explore the longings of our souls for purpose and value. This 

summer's MOMS group will meet on Monday evenings beginning June 7. For 

more information, visit stcatherine-austin.org/moms-ministry-of-mothers-sharing. 

 

WEEKLY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Join us on Zoom every Friday at 2:45 p.m. for 

the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Share your intentions and pray during the hour of mercy. 

Don’t know it? There will be a slideshow with the words! Use the Zoom Meeting 

ID 823 7137 8478. Everyone is invited to join us. 

THE REPOSE OF THE  

SOULS OF LOVED ONES  

recently called home by our Savior. 
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Liturgy 
 

THE DIOCESE OF AUSTIN HAS CHOSEN TO CELEBRATE THE 

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD on Sun., May 16, the 

Seventh Sunday of Easter. The Feast of the Ascension has 

been celebrated in the church since the fifth century. Original-

ly, it was celebrated 40 days after Easter on a Thursday. More 

recently, the bishops have been given the option to move the 

feast from Thursday to Sunday, to allow more of the faithful to 

celebrate the day when Our Lord ascended to the Father. 

 

OUR NOVENA TO OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP will be 

offered from Fri., May 21 through Sat., May 29. The Novena 

booklets will be made available in the Narthex, at the church 

doors and on the parish website in the coming weeks. Join the 

parish in praying the Novena at home or at any daily or weekend 

Mass during these nine days. The closing Mass will take place 

at 5:00 PM on Saturday, May 29. 

 

WE ARE IN ACUTE NEED OF LITURGICAL MINISTERS FOR THE 

SUNDAY 11:30, 1:15 AND 5:00 MASSES! There are many 

who regularly attend these liturgies, but only a few who serve 

them. Those who do often serve two or even three Masses a 

weekend; we are grateful for their loyalty, but the situation is 

neither kind to them nor sustainable. It is almost unavoidable 

that these Masses will become underserved, unless those 

who attend see themselves as part of a worship community 

and choose to serve. The pandemic has complicated this, for 

we do not want to call anyone into any form of personal dan-

ger. However, as more of us are vaccinated, we sincerely 

hope that those who feel safe will step up and serve, at least 

once a month. Ushers and Eucharistic Ministers are especially 

needed! To learn more, please contact Jennifer Gamblin at 

jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org or (512) 892-2420, 

ext. 335 or sign up on the list in the Narthex.  

 

PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY! With the rise in attendance, we have 

begun to have to exceed the limited capacity of the church at 

some Masses. More folks also seem to be arriving right before 

and even during Mass. Those we cannot accommodate in the 

sanctuary will be directed to Johnson Hall. We continue to 

follow our safety protocols, no standing is allowed in the Narthex. 

If you wish to attend Mass in person and to sit in the Church 

itself, please arrive early!  

 

 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY  

this weekend are donated by  

Linda and Dan Rubio 

in celebration of  

their 50th wedding anniversary. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

SANCTUARY LAMP & ADORATION CANDLE INTENTIONS 

 

WEEK OF MAY 2 – 8: 
 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine–donated by Barbara 

Michalek for a special intention. 
 

• Sacred Heart Shrine–donated by Paula Willis for a special 

intention for Hailey Millet. 
 

• St. Joseph Shrine–donated by Linda Champion for a  

special intention. 
 

• St. Jude Shrine–donated by Linda Champion for a  

special intention. 

SANCTUARY LAMPS: We have Sanctuary Lamps near the 

Sacred Heart Shrine, St. Jude Shrine, St. Joseph Shrine, 

and Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine. Sign up online to 

have a Sanctuary Lamp lit for a week in memory of a 

loved one or for a special intention. Your name and 

intention will be published in the weekly bulletin. The 

suggested donation is $10 and may be paid online, 

dropped off to the parish office or in the collection basket 

noting “intention candles.”  

Sat 1 5:00    Jeff Migl † 

Sun 2 7:30 
9:30 

11:30 
1:15 
5:00 

 

   Rene Pascual † 
   Mary Tran †  
   Omar Codina † 
   Priest Intention    
   People of the Parish 

Mon 3 12:00    Burton Hardey †    

Tue 4 12:00 
7:00 

   Ricardo Salinas (SI) 

   Celeste Munsinger †  

 

Wed 5 12:00    Carmen Zuniga †  

Thurs 6 12:00    Fabian Mazurek † 

Fri 7 12:00    Mildred Johnson †  

       (†)   Deceased 
    (SI)  Special Intention 

NEWCOMERS:  Welcome to St. Catherine’s Parish. Registration forms are located online, in the back of the church and in the office.  
 

MARRIAGE: Please contact Diane Bily at least nine months prior to the wedding date at 892-2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BAPTISM: Preparation required for parents & godparents. Contact Jeanette Britt at 892-2420 or jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BULLETIN: Email joann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.org or send written notice to the parish office 15 days prior to publication date. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Community Ministries  
 

CAREGIVING CAFE (ONLINE): This group for family caregivers to 

receive information, resources, support, and solutions will meet 

via Zoom on two scheduled Thursdays each month from 10 a.m. - 

12 p.m. The next meeting is on Thurs., May 13. To attend, please 

RSVP to ccafemail@gmail.com or (512) 301-3560. 

 

CAREGIVING IN CENTRAL TEXAS COMMUNITY RESOURCE GUIDES 

are available in the east narthex racks. Please pick one up if you 

would like guidance wading through the maze of health and social 

services issues. Resources provided include services offered, 

locations and phone numbers. This is a 232 page guide that 

you will find very helpful in a crisis or planning for the future. 

  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Do you have a friend or 

family member who would like a prayer shawl? They 

are created with lots of love and prayer. To request a 

shawl, call or text Kay Head, (512) 923-2167 or email 

scprayershawl@yahoo.com. 

  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF CENTRAL TEXAS works to eliminate 

poverty in our community. They offer financial stability services 

to help prevent homelessness and achieve financial security 

through case management, education, and emergency financial 

assistance. For more information, call (512) 651-6100. 

 

IF YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IS STRUGGLING WITH GRIEF, 

DEPRESSION, ANXIETY or coping with the challenges of life, 

Catholic Charities of Central Texas is the place to start. Their  

counselors promote the social, emotional and spiritual wellbeing 

of the clients. For health and safety during the pandemic, all 

counseling sessions are offered through a “virtual therapy” 

portal. For more information or to schedule an appointment, 

please call (512) 651-6150.  
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General Parish 
 

ABIDING LOVE DRIVE-THRU FOOD DRIVE – 

SUNDAY, 5/2: The Knights of Columbus will 

host a Drive-Thru Food Drive in support of the 

Abiding Love Food Pantry. They will collect 

your donated food items (cereal, soup, canned 

vegetables, canned beans, and peanut butter are suggested) 

this Sunday, May 2 at the Abiding Love Lutheran Church parking 

lot between 1-3 p.m. Please remain in your car and the Knights 

will remove the bags from your vehicle. (Look for the signs at 

the parking lot entrances at the corner of Convict Hill & Brush 

Country Rd). Monetary donations will also be accepted at 

kofc8156.org. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LADIES AUXILIARY (KOCA): All Knights 

of Columbus Ladies - wives, mothers, widows, daughters and 

sisters (18 yrs. +) of Knights of Columbus members are cordially 

invited to the next online meeting on Mon., May 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting will include a presentation, "Decorating a Prayer 

Box" with suggestions from Wilma Matinez. You may call in with 

your phone or login with your computer via Zoom for our contin-

ued spiritual and charitable growth, and fellowship. To partici-

pate, please contact Glenda Massey at (512) 560-2314 or 

m4force@aol.com for the meeting information.  

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BBQ ON SUN., MAY 16: Pre-order your 

items at kofc8156.org/bbq by Mon., May 10. Orders will be 

ready for pick-up at the Knights of Columbus smoker at St. 

Catherine between 9 - 11 a.m. on Sun., May 16. Want to know 

learn more about the Knights of Columbus? Visit Knights.net!  

 

 

 

Out of Parish 
 

THE SUMMER SILENT RETREAT will be offered on June 4-9 at 

Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in Temple. Join us for two to 

five nights. Each day there will be one morning talk by Franciscan 

Father Albert Haase, daily Mass, an afternoon devotion and the 

opportunity for the sacrament of confession and sacred silence. 

Cost varies as to number of nights. Register by calling (254) 

780-2436 or visit www.cedarbrake.org.  

 

FLOCKNOTE -- Stay Connected to St. Catherine of Siena!  
 

We want to communicate more effectively with you and make it easy for 

you to control what types of announcements you receive and how you are 

notified. We are now using a service called FLOCKNOTE.  
 

It is totally free to use and it makes it easy for you to stay plugged in to the 

ministries or groups that you care about, all by text message or email. 

Your information will be completely safe & secure. You can unsubscribe 

from any updates at any time! Here are two easy ways to sign up:  
 

• Text Catherine to 84576 from your cell phone. Then, click the link and 

complete the process.  
 

• Connect with us online at stcatherineofsiena27.flocknote.com. 

 

Sign up today! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://www.cedarbrake.org/
mailto:ccafemail@gmail.com
mailto:scprayershawl@yahoo.com
https://www.kofc8156.org/
mailto:m4force@aol.com
https://kofc8156.org/bbq
https://www.knights.net/en/index.html
https://stcatherineofsiena27.flocknote.com/


Call Erin Hummel at 

(512) 892-2420 for assistance 

in setting up an online 

giving arrangement

Mail envelopes/checks to 

the parish office:

4800 Convict Hill Road

Austin, Texas 78749

stcatherine-austin.org/give-from-home

NEW! Donate through PayPal

Texas
CatholicMatch.com/goTX
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