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From the Pastor’s Office
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Say to those whose hearts are frightened, be strong, fear not. Here is your 

God, He comes with vindication.” From our earliest years as children, any 

time we were afraid we called out for Mommy or Daddy to come and make 

us feel safe again. That primitive expression remains with us all our lives. 

Before God we cry out to Him to bring us comfort. It is comforting to hear 

the voice of God say, I hear you, I come to you. The poor man of the Gospel 

reading suffered with a speech impediment. All of his life he cried out to 

God to come and heal him. I love the way Jesus took him aside so that He 

could minister to the man in a more intimate way. Jesus was very precise 

in what He did. He put His finger in the man’s ears. He touched the man’s 

tongue with His spittle. “Ephphatha, be opened.” The little ritual of Jesus 

with this man is repeated today with our RCIA candidates. On Easter Saturday

morning just before they are made full members of the Church, the priest 

blesses them on the ears and on the mouth with the holy oils and he repeats

these words of Jesus, “Ephphatha, be opened.” The idea is that we must 

open our ears to hear God’s word. We must open our mouth to proclaim 

God’s word. I always love the intimate moments when Jesus spends time 

with marginalized people. For example, the way He spent time with the 

Samaritan woman. The way He spent time with Jairus and his family, the 

way He spent time with Mary Magdalene, with the Gerasene demoniac. We 

all long for our intimate moment with Jesus. All those people who spend 

time in Adoration will testify that it is such an intimate experience to be 

there. Just me and Jesus. So often I meet Jesus and I am swallowed up in 

the midst of a crowd. Jesus is far away from me. I treasure those moments 

when we are together alone and I can really talk with Him. When I listen I 

can hear Jesus talk back to me. The frightened child of my past is comforted

again. I am not alone. I am not forgotten. I think of the Paul Newman movie 

which captures the idea, “Somebody up there likes me.” 

With love,

Fr. Pat

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

CHURCH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED 

ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 

IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY.

Daily Mass will be celebrated at Noon.

There will be no Adoration. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Stewardship News 
Regular Sunday Collections: 
 

Sunday, August 29. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $38,022* 

            * includes $19,615 in online donations received 8/23 -  8/29 
 

      2nd Collection: US Bishops Disaster Fund for Haiti . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,727 

 

 

A NOTE FROM THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT de PAUL 

Austin Vincentians and friends will be joining hundreds of others on Friends of the Poor® Walks across 

the United States in an effort to eradicate poverty. This national special event started 13 years ago to 

shine a light on poverty, raising awareness & funds for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVdP). Come 

join us in a show of love of the poor and needy. Walk the talk together with others as a visible sign of 

unity with Jesus’ preference for the poor. 
 

Many people in our greater Austin area, including our very own community, struggle daily to make ends 

meet. The St. Catherine of Siena SVdP Conference is helping individuals & families in our parish community, 

together with another 38 Parish Conferences and the Austin area SVdP Council who serve the Diocese 

of Austin area. SVdP members (over 1300 in the Austin Diocese) visit families providing emergency 

food, rent, helping keep the lights on, and other life needs. Over $3.8 million in direct financial assistance 

served over 72,000 people in the last fiscal year. Our Austin Council distributes food and groceries 

weekly, provides bus passes, operates a Thrift Store, provides clothing and household goods vouchers 

and much more. It helps manage the distribution of pandemic relief funds for Travis County and City of 

Austin. All SVdP services provide individuals and families with assistance regardless of religion, race, or 

national origin.  
 

We greatly appreciate your support and hope you can join us as we Walk the Talk. Registration and donations 

may be made at the event (registration begins at 10:30 AM) or on-line at www.fopwalk.org.  

     Date Weekly Collection Amount 

08/22/21 $30,097 

08/15/21 $21,744 

Family Life Ministries  
 

SIBLINGS WITHOUT RIVALRY: We as parents 

have the power to intensify the competition 

between brothers and sisters or reduce it. 

This six-week parenting class begins Sept. 8 

at 7:45 p.m. on Zoom. The cost is $50 per 

couple for new participants, $25 for returning 

participants. Based on the bestselling book 

by Adele Faber and Elaine Mazlish. Register 

today at stcatherine-austin.org/siblings-

without-rivalry 

 
ROMP (REACHING OUT TO MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS) returns 

on Mon., Sept. 20 at 7:45 p.m. on Zoom. All mothers are invited 

to hear this month's speaker, Cory Lockhart, share her wisdom 

on Nonviolent Communication. The cost is $7 per main meeting. 

More information about ROMP can be found at stcatherine-

austin.org/romp 

 

 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Entrust your hardships and intentions 

to the Divine Mercy of Christ each week. You are invited to join 

the prayer group every Friday at 2:45 p.m. on Zoom. Use the  

Meeting ID 823 7137 8478 and passcode ‘mercy.’ 

 
WOMEN’S RETREAT: Who Am I? Who Did God Create Me to Be? 

Back by popular demand, this virtual retreat will be presented 

again on Sat., Oct 2, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Self-knowledge is 

the beginning of self-improvement. Join us for a morning of re-

flection to gain insights and clarity into your strengths and 

weaknesses in order to improve your relationships in your family, 

workplace and communities. We’ll discuss surrendering to 

God’s will, making choices to live in our strengths, and striving 

for personal growth! Registration fee is $5, scholarships are 

available. Visit stcatherine-austin.org/womens-retreat to register. 

For more information, contact Anh Thomas at (512) 777-5571 

or anht8793@gmail.com. 

Sat., Sept. 25  

11 AM –2 PM 

St. Albert the Great Parish 

12041 Bittern Hollow 

Austin, Texas 78758 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

THE REPOSE OF THE  

SOULS OF LOVED ONES  

recently called home by our Savior,  

especially Patsy Smith. 

 

 

THE SICK 
Theresa Allen 

Debra Borrego 

Sheila De King 

Beckett Duvernay-Bassinger 
Josie Hoffpauir 

Mary Juergens 

Matthew Kelly 

Aldine Lehman 

Joyce Leinen 

Tracy Leinen 

Marco Mariotti 

Fr. Jim McDonough 

Allyne Merrell 

Darlyne Merrell 

Michelle Merrell 

Mirta Mir 

John Muniz 

Carole Psak 

Betty Stone 

H. A. Wallis 

Carol Walschlager 
Mick Wempe 

Edith Werchan 

 

 
 
 

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS 
Randall Davis 

Kevin Goodlett 

Josiah Griffin 

Louis Hause  

Whitman Jones 

Susanna Jordan 

Dalton Knight 

Ricky Martinez 

Robert Monroe 

Michael Pace 

Nick Rocha 

Andrew Sanchez 

Julianna Snow 

Daniel Suarez 

Please pray  
for... 

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

Religious Education  
 

ADULT EDUCATION   
 

BECOMING CATHOLIC: Have you been wondering what Catholics believe? Why we 

believe? How we pray, live, care for each other and the world? It's been a trying 

time as we struggle to find God in the noise and anger. Where do we turn, who 

can we talk to about God's call in the midst of this moment? Beginning Mon., 

Sept. 13, we will host Inquiry Sessions at 7:30 p.m. to help you explore some of 

those questions. Please contact Pam at pam.neumann@stcatherine-austin.org to 

find out more about the process. 

 

FALL BIBLE STUDY THIS SEPTEMBER: The Prophets: Messengers of 

God’s Mercy. Join us as we spend time studying some of the 

prophets. Come and learn about Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah and 

more. Beginning Sept. 12, this Bible Study will meet online on 

Sundays at 11:30 a.m. Materials are available to purchase 

through Ascension Press. For details, visit stcatherine-austin.org/bible-study. For 

any questions, contact Jennifer at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org.  

 

THAT MAN IS YOU! (TMIY) RETURNS THIS FALL! Paradisus Dei has developed an 

entirely NEW year of TMIY, Thy Kingdom Come. We will focus on living for the 

Kingdom here and now. Featuring 10 dynamic presenters, new personalities, and 

incredible new topics, it's sure to invigorate and set a fire in your hearts! Sessions  

begin Fri., Sept. 17 and will meet online Friday mornings for 13 weeks. We will 

start with a video presentation at 6:30 a.m. followed with small group discussion. 

Meetings will end promptly at 7:30 a.m. Prayerfully consider participating in TMIY. 

A one hour investment each week can bring great perspective and help you on your 

path to being a better man. For more information or to receive the meeting link, 

please contact Paul Root, root_paul@att.net or (512) 282-9377 or Greg Thomas, 

gregt8793@gmail.com or (512) 750-6478.  

 

ATTENTION SENIORS NEW TO OUR PARISH: One more impact of Covid-19 is our 

Senior Ministry has found it difficult to stay in touch with the very people we want 

to reach. Senior Ministry is a Spiritual/Educational group that previously met 4 

times monthly on campus to enjoy community and various presentations geared 

to enrich. Since the pandemic arrived, we have been meeting twice monthly via 

Zoom and we share interesting information and links of interest through our mailing 

list. We have had wonderful presentations and lively discussions online. If you re-

cently moved into our parish, Senior Ministry would like to reach out to you! Con-

tact Jennifer Gamblin at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org to be added to 

our mailing list! We look forward to meeting you! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Preschool Ministries  

 

 

IT’S BACK TO SCHOOL TIME! Do you have a preschooler that 

loves to play? Loves books, blocks, and dress up? Do you want 

your child to learn more about God, meet new friends, and get 

ready for kindergarten? St. Catherine’s Preschool is the place 

for your little one! We have a few spots still left in our classes. 

Parishioners receive a $50 discount per month! To find more 

information, visit stcatherine-austin.org/preschool or contact 

Camille Parker at (512) 892-2420, ext. 319. We would love to give you and your 

child a tour of our preschool.  
 

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SANCTUARY LAMP & ADORATION CANDLE INTENTIONS 

Liturgy 
 

CHURCH OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY, SEPT. 6 in 

observance of Labor Day. Daily Mass will be celebrated at 

noon. We will not have Adoration. The Church will open at 

11:00 a.m. and will close after the noon Mass. 

 

REMINDER: THE “CRY ROOM” IS OPEN DURING MASS IN THE 

PARISH CENTER! Parents may bring children to the Café area 

(through the door directly across from the church) during all 

Masses. The large TV monitor will project a ‘live’ feed of Mass, 

and a Eucharistic Minister will bring Communion. The Café 

facilities will not operate during Mass, so you will be able to 

watch and participate with as little interruption as possible. 

 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: Do you know your EIM (Ethics and 

Integrity in Ministry) anniversary date? If you don’t, contact 

Jennifer Gamblin at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org or 

(512) 892-2420. All members of liturgical ministries (including 

Mass Coordinators, Ushers & Hospitality, Lectors, Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion, Psalmists, Cantors, Musicians 

and Choir Members) over 18 years of age must remain in 

compliance with this Diocesan program as a required part of 

their service in the parish ministry. During the current conditions, 

the Diocese is temporarily offering the renewal course online. 

Contact Jennifer in the parish office to find out more. 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER FOR LABOR DAY: On Mon., Sept. 6, we 

celebrate the gift of work that God has given to 

each of us. Let us pray this Labor Day:   

 

 
God our Creator,  

We are the work of your hands.  

Guide us in our work,  

that we may do it, not for self alone,  

but for the common good.  

Make us alert to injustice,  

ready to stand in solidarity,  

That there may be dignity for all  

In labor and in labor’s reward.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen  

                             — Book of Common Prayer 

 

Sat 4 5:00    Earl M. Buys, Jr. † 

Sun 5 7:30 
9:30 

11:30 
1:15 
5:00 

 

   Priest Intention 
   JoAnn Loftus † 
   Joe & Sharon Fernandes (SI) 
   Ed Prince (SI) 

   People of the Parish 
 

Mon 6 12:00    Amador Munoz, Sr. † 

Tue 7 12:00 
7:00 

   Velma Myers † 

   Bernard Maristany (SI) 
    

Wed 8 12:00    Steven Hoyer † 

Thurs 9 12:00    Donna Giles † 

Fri 10 12:00    Esther Quintanilla †  

       (†)   Deceased 
    (SI)  Special Intention 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 5 – 11: 
 
 

• St. Jude Shrine–donated by Gloria Goddard for a 

special intention. 

NEWCOMERS:  Welcome to St. Catherine’s Parish. Registration forms are located online, in the back of the church and in the office.  
 

MARRIAGE: Please contact Diane Bily at least nine months prior to the wedding date at 892-2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BAPTISM: Preparation required for parents & godparents. Contact Jeanette Britt at 892-2420 or jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BULLETIN: Email joann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.org or send written notice to the parish office 15 days prior to publication date. 

 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY  

this weekend are donated by  

Michelle Wilkes 

 in loving memory of  

KC Harris. 

 

 

 

SANCTUARY LAMPS: We have Sanctuary Lamps near 

the Sacred Heart Shrine, St. Jude Shrine, St. Joseph 

Shrine, and Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine. Sign up 

online to have a Sanctuary Lamp lit for a week in 

memory of a loved one or for a special intention. Your name 

and intention will be published in the bulletin. The suggested 

donation is $10.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

Community Ministries  
 

ABIDING LOVE FOOD DRIVE: Please pick up a grocery 

bag after Mass this weekend and return with non-

perishable food items by Sun., Sept. 19. You may return 

your food donations to the narthex OR directly to Abiding 

Love on Sundays, Sept. 12 and Sept. 19 where the 

Knights of Columbus will host a Drive-Thru Food Drive 

at Abiding Love from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. They will unload donations 

from your car. You may use the grocery bags provided or your 

own bags. Please help get the word out to family and friends 

about the Drive-Thru Food Drive at Abiding Love. If you are a 

family in need, the Abiding Love Food Pantry is open on Mondays 

from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: To request a shawl for a 

friend or family member, call or text Kay Head, (512) 

923-2167 or scprayershawl@yahoo.com. If you would 

like to make a donation to this ministry, please bring it by the 

office.  

 

CAREGIVING CAFE (ONLINE): This free online support group for 

family caregivers to receive information, resources, and solutions 

meets twice monthly on Thursdays. The next meeting on Thurs., 

Sept. 9, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. will feature Rhonda Smith from AAA 

to discuss emergency preparedness. To attend, please RSVP to 

ccafemail@gmail.com or (512) 301-3560.  

 

PRAYER WARRIOR MINISTRY: Do you have a strong belief in the 

power of prayer? Do you like to pray for others? If so, we have a 

wonderful Prayer Warrior Ministry that you may be interested in 

joining. To join this ministry, simply send your email address to 

rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org and request to become a 

member. You will receive approximately 3 – 5 emails per week 

requesting prayers from fellow parishioners.  

 

A MATTER OF BALANCE is an award-winning program designed 

to manage falls and increase activity. Do you have concerns 

about falling? Consider taking one of the upcoming online 

workshops. Join with a computer, tablet or smart phone. There 

are two sessions available: Mondays, Sept. 27 – Nov. 15, OR 

Wednesdays, Sept. 29 – Nov. 17. There is no cost to participate, 

but you must be 60+. To register, contact Rhonda Smith at 

rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org. 

 

 

ALL IN-PERSON MEETINGS AND MINISTRIES ARE ON HOLD 

WHILE WE ARE IN STAGE 5. If you are interested in volunteering 

in the future, please make sure you are up to date on your Ethics 

in Ministry Workshops. Thanks! 
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General Parish 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BBQ ON SUN., SEPT. 19:  

Pre-order your items at kofc8156.org/bbq by Mon., 

Sept. 13. Orders will be ready for pick-up at the Knights 

of Columbus smoker at St. Catherine between 9:00 - 

11:00 a.m. on Sun., Sept. 19.  

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8TH ANNUAL BLUE JEANS & BOOTS 

FUNDRAISER will be held on Fri., Sept. 24 at 6:00 p.m. at 

Creekside Pavilion (located just across the street from Salt Lick 

BBQ). A $100 donation includes an evening of fellowship, dinner 

and drinks for two, dancing and door prizes ($1000 top prize). 

There will also be a silent auction. For more information or to 

buy tickets, visit kofc8156.org/gala or call (512) 965-2137 or 

email emazu5@gmail.com. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AUXILIARY (KOCA): All Knights of Columbus 

Ladies – wives, mothers, widows, daughters, and sisters (18 

yrs.+) of Knights of Columbus members are cordially invited to 

the next meeting for fellowship and our continued spiritual and 

charitable growth on Mon., Sept. 13, at 7 p.m. You may call in 

using any telephone or log in with your computer/smart device 

to Zoom. To participate, please contact Glenda Massey at 

(512) 560-2314 or m4force@aol.com before the meeting to 

receive the call-in/login details. 

  

PRIME TIMERS (50+) is still on a COVID-19 recess. Although 

we are currently unable to gather, we look forward to 

seeing you again at a future date. For now, enjoy a look 

back at past events and activities. Pick up the Prime 

Timers REMINISCENCES in the narthex. Please respond to the 

survey questions at primetimers20@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

Out of Parish 
 

PATHWAY TO HEALING SEMINAR: The diocesan Tribunal will 

host “Pathway to Healing Seminar – A Spiritual and Emotional 

Healing Experience” on Sat., Sept. 18, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 

the Diocesan Pastoral Center in Austin. The purpose of this 

seminar is to help participants begin a journey in awareness of 

the healing process of nullity (annulment) through a straight-to-

the-heart response to persons considering or already seeking a 

declaration of nullity. The seminar is a time for reflecting on the 

demise of one's marriage by taking a journey from pain and 

loneliness to acceptance and healing. For questions, contact 

Patricia Thompson at (512) 970-7063. To register, visit 

www.austindiocese.org/pathwaytohealing. 

  

SERVING IN HOPE VIRTUAL BENEFIT: The Society of St. Vincent 

de Paul Diocesan Council of Austin invites you to join us on 

Wed., Sept. 22, at 6:00 p.m. for our Serving in Hope Virtual 

Benefit. Listen to impactful stories of people helping people 

and find out how you, too, can make a difference by supporting 

our works of charity. To register for this free event, click on 

www.ssvdp.org/serving-in-hope.  

 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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