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From the Pastor’s Office
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

A few Sundays ago we had Jesus give a discourse about the Bread of Life. 

You might remember He said, “He who eats my flesh and drinks my 

blood…etc.” As a result of these words, many of those who followed Him 

left. They couldn’t take it. The thing is that Jesus knew this was going to 

happen. We are given a similar example from the Gospel reading today. 

Jesus brings them all to Caesarea Philippi. There He began to tell them 

that His destiny lay in Jerusalem. Once He arrived in Jerusalem Jesus told 

them that they would arrest Him and crucify Him. This was so hard to take 

that some/many of His followers left Him. Maybe their thinking was like, 

“I’m not going to follow a loser.” Who do you say Jesus is? That is a question

all of us need to answer. We don’t need to have a profound answer. Just 

have an answer. It is troubling to think that there are lots of people who 

come to the Church, they say their prayers, sing their hymns and they take 

communion. But they have no idea who it is they are worshipping and 

adore. The Letter of St. James today, the second reading, punches hard. The 

question he raises reveals the theological divide between the Catholic and 

Protestant world. The traditional Latin phrasing is “sola scriptura” (scripture 

alone.) Most of the Protestant Churches have little time for scripture and 

tradition. The other great debate among Catholics and Protestants is revealed

in James’ words today. Are we saved by Faith alone? Or, are we saved by 

Faith and Works alone. The Protestants would say we are saved by Faith 

alone. We are saved by the grace of God working in us. Catholics would 

absolutely agree with the Protestants, except for one thing. Catholics would 

say that we are saved by Faith alone and that faith is given expression by 

the good works we do. All of that is something we all need to ponder. My 

words go out to those people in our parish who come to Mass and who go 

home again. They don’t get involved in anything, they don’t support anything

we do, they don’t show up. Are you people really Catholic? God bless your 

wonderful faith, but you do nothing to show it exists. That is the problem. 

Fix it!

With love,

Fr. Pat

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT: We are grateful to this community for giving so greatly and regularly at home 

through online and mail contributions. Please also try to include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try to 

meet the need of a growing group due to the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued financial support to meet 

this challenge. 

Stewardship News 
Regular Sunday Collections: 
 

Sunday, September 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $31,925* 

            * includes $18,263 in online donations received 8/30 -  9/5 

 
St. Vincent de Paul will sponsor the monthly “green bag” collection this weekend to help our parishioners and folks in our parish 

boundary in need of assistance. 

     Date Weekly Collection Amount 

08/29/21 $38,022 

08/22/21 $30,097 

 

It has been an extremely difficult year at St. Catherine’s. The exigencies of this pandemic have forced us to close our 

Parish Center to gatherings and to livestream all of our ministry activities including RCIA and Religious Education. We 

have endeavored to learn the art of livestreaming Masses, conducting zoom meetings, the virtual publishing of the 

bulletin and other messaging tools and the recording of an assortment of programming to meet the changing needs of 

our community in this challenging time. Just as we began to plan for the reopening of our facilities, the delta variant of 

Covid came knocking at our door with the elevation of the risk guidelines to Stage 5. This unfortunately forced the con-

tinuation of the unwelcomed closure of our facilities. It has truly been a challenging year for every ministry and we 

hope and pray that this new year will offer opportunities for the regrowth of our Parish Community in what will surely be 

a new normal. 

 

As you can see from the following Financial Report we ended this fiscal year positively with net income in excess of 

$380,000. In spite of the challenges presented by this pandemic, we gratefully saw tithing reach almost $1.8 million. 

Given the difficulties presented by this pandemic we are truly grateful that we missed our fiscal year projection of $1.9 

million by only a small margin. This is, of course, due to the dedication of our community who rose to the challenge to 

continue tithing online and via mail in spite of the fact that only about 43% of our parish community were able to attend 

Mass in person while most others only virtually. On the expense side we ended the year at 80% of the budgeted 

amount due also to pandemic campus reductions. 

 

Through the generosity of this community we were able to repay $240,857 of our debt on the Parish Center during fiscal 

year 2021. As of August 31, 2021, the balance on our loan is $1,705,067.62. With the ongoing help of the community 

we hope to continue to make additional principal payments so that we might be able to retire this loan in less than 8 

years. 

 

With everything operating in slow motion, it was a good time to make some much needed campus improvements. With 

income holding steady we were able to replace our old and warped Church doors and glass frontage. The old doors 

weighed more than 300 pounds and were difficult for even the most able-bodied to open and close. The new doors 

and glass have given the Narthex a brighter appearance and made opening and closing much easier for all. We were 

also able to upgrade the pews in the chapel which is now being used for daily adoration. We hope you enjoy the new 

look in the chapel as it represents a coming attraction of what will happen in the Church once Covid is history. 

 
With Love, 

Fr. Pat and Sue 

2021 FINANCIAL UPDATE 

FRIENDS OF THE POOR WALK/RUN 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 25     11 AM – 2 PM 

St. Albert the Great Parish  

12041 Bittern Hollow Austin, Texas 78758 
 

Austin Vincentians and friends will be joining hundreds of others on Friends of the Poor® Walks across the 

United States in an effort to eradicate poverty. This national special event started 13 years ago to shine a 

light on poverty, raising awareness & funds for the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Come join us in a show of 

love of the poor and needy. Walk the talk together with others as a visible sign of unity with Jesus’ preference 

for the poor. We greatly appreciate your support and hope you can join us as we Walk the Talk. Registration and 

donations may be made at the event (registration begins at 10:30 AM) or online at www.fopwalk.org. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Jul '20 - Jun '21 Jul '19 - Jun '20

Income

ASSESSABLE INCOME

OFFERTORY COLLECTIONS 1,756,807                 1,898,641                 

DEBT REDUCTION COLLECTIONS 107,500                    135,390                    

FACILITY USE FEES, PARISH GROUPS, INTEREST, MISC. 181,080                    38,117                       

2,045,387                 2,072,148                 

NON-ASSESSABLE INCOME (RE, Flowers, Candles)

ENCOUNTERING CHRIST DIOCESE CAP CAMPAIGN 8,112                         7,323                         

RE TUITION, RETREAT FEES, PRESCHOOL TUITION 34,722                       182,516                    

ALTAR FLOWERS & CANDLES 10,844                       14,424                       

53,678                       204,262                    

TOTAL INCOME 2,099,064$           2,276,410$           

Expenses

EMPLOYEE COSTS 1,020,592                 1,193,784                 

OFFERTORY ASSESSMENT PAID TO THE DIOCESE 190,116                    149,930                    

SUPPLIES & OTHER SERVICES 117,895                    160,267                    

UTILITIES 109,492                    133,454                    

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE 99,568                       126,681                    

PARISH CENTER LOAN INTEREST EXPENSE 79,299                       141,893                    

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 38,303                       19,251                       

SUPPLY PRIEST AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 27,882                       23,584                       

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 18,961                       19,712                       

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN ASSESSMENT PAID TO THE DIOCESE 11,931                       22,211                       

TOTAL EXPENSES 1,714,038             1,990,767             

NET INCOME  385,026$              285,644$              

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PAYMENTS RECEIVED 109,516                    185,187                    

PRINCIPAL PAID ON PARISH CENTER LOAN (240,857)                   (402,099)                   

253,685$              68,732$                

ST. CATHERINE OF SIENA CHURCH 

FISCAL YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT TO THE PARISH 
Fiscal Year 2021 

(July 2020 - June 2021) 

NEWCOMERS:  Welcome to St. Catherine’s Parish. Registration forms are located online, in the back of the church and in the office.  
 

MARRIAGE: Please contact Diane Bily at least nine months prior to the wedding date at 892-2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BAPTISM: Preparation required for parents & godparents. Contact Jeanette Britt at 892-2420 or jeanette.britt@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 

BULLETIN: Email joann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.org or send written notice to the parish office 15 days prior to publication date. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 

THE REPOSE OF THE  

SOULS OF LOVED ONES  

recently called home by our Savior,  

especially Felix Erales, 

father of Gabriel Erales. 

 

 

THE SICK 
Theresa Allen 

Debra Borrego 

Sheila De King 

Beckett Duvernay-Bassinger 
Josie Hoffpauir 

Mary Juergens 

Matthew Kelly 

Aldine Lehman 

Joyce Leinen 

Tracy Leinen 

Marco Mariotti 

Fr. Jim McDonough 

Allyne Merrell 

Darlyne Merrell 

Michelle Merrell 

Mirta Mir 

John Muniz 

Carole Psak 

Betty Stone 

H. A. Wallis 

Carol Walschlager 
Mick Wempe 

Edith Werchan 

 

 
 
 

OUR SERVICE MEMBERS 
Randall Davis 

Kevin Goodlett 

Josiah Griffin 

Louis Hause  

Whitman Jones 

Susanna Jordan 

Dalton Knight 

Ricky Martinez 

Robert Monroe 

Michael Pace 

Nick Rocha 

Andrew Sanchez 

Julianna Snow 

Daniel Suarez 

Please pray  
for... 

24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME     SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 

Religious Education  
 

ADULT EDUCATION   
 

BECOMING CATHOLIC: Have you been wondering what Catholics believe? Why we 

believe? How we pray, live, care for each other and the world? It's been a trying 

time as we struggle to find God in the noise and anger. Where do we turn, who 

can we talk to about God's call in the midst of this moment? Beginning Mon., 

Sept. 13, we will host Inquiry Sessions at 7:30 p.m. to help you explore some of 

those questions. Please contact Pam at pam.neumann@stcatherine-austin.org or 

visit stcatherine-austin.org/becoming-catholic to find out more about the process. 

 

FALL BIBLE STUDY: The Prophets: Messengers of God’s Mercy. Join us as we spend 

time studying some of the prophets. Come and learn about Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah 

and more. Beginning Sept. 12, this Bible Study will meet online on Sundays at 

11:30 a.m. Materials are available to purchase through Ascension Press. Visit  

stcatherine-austin.org/bible-study for details. For any questions, contact Jennifer 

at jennifer.gamblin@stcatherine-austin.org.  

 

THAT MAN IS YOU! (TMIY) BEGINS SEPT. 17! This entirely NEW year of TMIY, Thy 

Kingdom Come, focuses on living for the Kingdom here and now. Beginning Fri., 

Sept. 17, we will meet online Friday mornings for 13 weeks. Sessions will start with 

a video presentation at 6:30 a.m. followed with small group discussion. Meetings 

will end promptly at 7:30 a.m. To receive the meeting link, contact: Paul Root, 

root_paul@att.net or (512) 282-9377 or Greg Thomas, gregt8793@gmail.com or 

(512) 750-6478.  

 

 

 

Preschool Ministries  

 

IT’S BACK TO SCHOOL TIME! Do you have a preschooler that loves to 

play? Loves books, blocks, and dress up? Do you want your child to 

learn more about God, meet new friends, and get ready for kindergarten? 

St. Catherine’s Preschool is the place for your little one! We have a few 

spots still left in our classes. Parishioners receive a $50 discount per month! To 

find information, visit stcatherine-austin.org/preschool or contact Camille Parker at 

(512) 892-2420, ext. 319.  

 

 

 

Family Life Ministries  
 

ROMP (REACHING OUT TO MOTHERS OF PRESCHOOLERS) returns on Mon., Sept. 20 

at 7:45 p.m. on Zoom. All mothers are invited to hear this month's speaker, Cory 

Lockhart, share her wisdom on Nonviolent Communication. The cost is $7 per 

main meeting. More information about ROMP can be found at stcatherine-

austin.org/romp 

 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET: Entrust your hardships and intentions to the Divine Mercy 

of Christ each week. You are invited to join the prayer group every Friday at 2:45 p.m. 

on Zoom. Use the  Meeting ID 823 7137 8478 and passcode ‘mercy.’ 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT: Who Am I? Who Did God Create Me to Be? Back by popular 

demand, this virtual retreat will be presented again on Sat., Oct 2, 8:30 a.m. - 

12:30 p.m. Self-knowledge is the beginning of self-improvement. Join us for a 

morning of reflection to gain insights and clarity into your strengths & weaknesses 

in order to improve your relationships in your family, workplace and communities. 

We’ll discuss surrendering to God’s will, making choices to live in our strengths, 

and striving for personal growth! Registration fee is $5, scholarships are available. 

Visit stcatherine-austin.org/womens-retreat to register. For more information, 

contact Anh Thomas at (512) 777-5571 or anht8793@gmail.com. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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MASS INTENTIONS 

SANCTUARY LAMP & ADORATION CANDLE INTENTIONS 

Liturgy 
 

THE GOSPEL TODAY FROM THE EIGHTH CHAPTER OF MARK has 

Jesus asking the question “Who do you say that I am? Peter 

responds “You are the Christ.” What does that mean? Take 

some time this week and look deeply at everything that is 

around you. Ask yourself if you can see Christ in all that sur-

rounds you. 

 

REMINDER: THE “CRY ROOM” IS OPEN DURING MASS IN THE 

PARISH CENTER! Parents may bring children to the Café area 

(through the door directly across from the church) during all 

Masses. The large TV monitor will project a ‘live’ feed of Mass, 

and a Eucharistic Minister will bring Communion.  

 
 

 

FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY  

this weekend are donated by  

Alyson and Dieu Van Dinh 

 in celebration of  

their 37th wedding anniversary. 

 

SANCTUARY LAMPS: We have Sanctuary Lamps near 

the Sacred Heart Shrine, St. Jude Shrine, St. Joseph 

Shrine, and Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine. Sign up 

online to have a Sanctuary Lamp lit for a week in memory of a 

loved one or for a special intention. Your name and intention 

will be published in the bulletin. The suggested donation is 

$10.  

 

 

 

 

Community Ministries  
 

ABIDING LOVE FOOD DRIVE: Return your food donations to the 

narthex OR directly to Abiding Love on Sundays, Sept. 12 and 

Sept. 19 where the Knights of Columbus will host a Drive-Thru 

Food Drive at Abiding Love from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: To request a shawl for a friend or 

family member, call or text Kay Head, (512) 923-2167 or scpray-

ershawl@yahoo.com. If you would like to make a donation to this 

ministry, please bring it by the office.  

 

CAREGIVING CAFE (ONLINE): This free online support group for 

family caregivers to receive information, resources, and solu-

tions meets twice monthly on Thursdays. The next meeting on 

Thurs., Sept. 23, 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. will feature tips on using 

technology to make caregiving more manageable. To attend, 

please RSVP to ccafemail@gmail.com or (512) 301-3560.  

 

A MATTER OF BALANCE is an award-winning program de-

signed to manage falls and increase activity. Do you have con-

cerns about falling? Consider taking one of the upcoming 

online workshops. Join with a computer, tablet or smart 

phone. There are two sessions available: Mondays, Sept. 27 – 

Nov. 15, OR Wednesdays, Sept. 29 – Nov. 17. There is no cost 

to participate, but you must be 60+. To register, contact Rhon-

da Smith at rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org. 

 
 

Sat 11 5:00    Christopher Schmidt † 

Sun 12 7:30 
9:30 

11:30 
1:15 
5:00 

 

   Priest Intention 
   Bill Orth † 
   Mary Escobar † 
   Ernest Salazar † 

   People of the Parish 
 

Mon 13 12:00    William Phillips (SI) 

Tue 14 12:00 
7:00 

   Bernard Maristany (SI) 

   Barbara Lawhon † 
    

Wed 15 12:00    Jose Gregoria Hernandez † 

Thurs 16 12:00    Robert Bundy † 

Fri 17 12:00    Amparo † & Gilbert † Plata  

       (†)   Deceased 
    (SI)  Special Intention 

WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 12 – 18: 
 

• Adoration Chapel–donated by Jo Ann Campbell in 

loving memory of Esther Quintanilla. 
 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine–donated for a special  

intention. 

 

• Sacred Heart Shrine–donated by Margaret Brooks in 

memory of Ann Marie Haberer. 

 

• St. Joseph Shrine–donated by Margaret Brooks in 

memory of Francis Haberer. 
 

• St. Jude Shrine–donated by Margaret Brooks in  

thanksgiving. 

 

General Parish 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BBQ ON SUN., SEPT. 19:  

Pre-order your items at kofc8156.org/bbq by Mon., 

Sept. 13. Orders will be ready for pick-up at the Knights 

of Columbus smoker between 9 - 11 a.m. on Sun., 

Sept. 19. Proceeds support the Special Olympics. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AUXILIARY (KOCA): All Knights of Co-

lumbus Ladies are invited to our next online meeting on Mon., 

Sept. 13, at 7 p.m. To participate, contact Glenda Massey at 

(512) 560-2314 or m4force@aol.com before the meeting to 

receive the call-in/login details. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 8TH ANNUAL BLUE JEANS & BOOTS 

FUNDRAISER will be held on Fri., Sept. 24 at 6:00 p.m. at 

Creekside Pavilion (located just across the street from Salt 

Lick BBQ). A $100 donation includes an evening of fellowship, 

dinner and drinks for two, dancing and door prizes ($1000 top 

prize). For more info or to buy tickets, visit kofc8156.org/gala 

or call (512) 965-2137 or email emazu5@gmail.com. 

 

PRIME TIMERS (50+) is still on a COVID-19 recess. Although we 

are currently unable to gather, we look forward to seeing you 

again at a future date. For now, enjoy a look back at past events 

and activities. Pick up the Prime Timers REMINISCENCES in the 

narthex. Please respond to the survey questions at prime-

timers20@gmail.com.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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