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From the Pastor’s Office

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

| don’t like the Prodigal Son. | don’t
think I like his dad much either. The
Prodigal Son learned his values and
principles from his dad. Dad spoiled his
son rotten and now look at the way he
turned out. Not impressive. The story
continues as we watch the ungrateful
son sail down the swanee until he is
reduced. He is lower than a worm’s
belly. Thankfully there is a thing called
rock bottom. When we hit that we
know that we can only rise up from
there. | feel really sorry for anyone who
has hit rock bottom. That must be a
terrible place to be. You have outdone
your welcome in everyone’s home. You
have lost everything and everyone.
Nobody cares about you. You are on
your own. Nature and instinct kick in.
Just like Scarlett O’Hara you realize that
you will find your strength and respite if
you just go home. That takes a lot of

courage because the people at home
have every right to reject you again.
Think of all the terrible things you have
done to them. They have no reason to
welcome you back. Right now you have
nothing to lose and you have nothing to
gain. But instinct kicks in. You
remember what home and family
means. You decided to learn your lesson
the hard way. You lived your rebellion in
the Hard Knocks Hotel. The return
journey home is a humbling experience.
It is brutal and honest. Meanwhile,
useless Dad who set all this disaster in
motion has been doing some soul-
searching as well. He appreciates his
son. He learns that a parent’s love for
his child reaches beyond all limitations.
Even after all has been said and done,
after all the mistakes, after all the
betrayals, he is still your son. You still
love him, and you want him to come
home. We can work things out. Just
come home, please. The greater picture
is that this is an allegory. This is a story

telling us that no matter what, even
when | deserved to be punished, even
after all that | have done to hurt, God is
my father and He loves me. He waits for
me at the porch as the evening sun goes
down hoping to catch a glimpse of me
coming home. His heart is so full at the
sight that Dad runs towards his child.
The warm hug becomes the moment of
healing and forgiveness. We all long for
it. | wish | could meet my beloved and
say sorry. | want us to be friends again. |
miss him.

With love,
Fr. Pat
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Please pray for

The Sick
Theresa Allen Kay Head Jaxson Rivera
Cecilia Avila Josie Hoffpauir Randy Russell
Rachel Benavides Ed Kaloustian Barbara Saizan
: Robert Bocanegra Jenny Land Mercy Salinas
Mass Intentions Debra Borrego Mirta Mir Larry Sanchez
Robert Cabrera John Muniz June Stewart
Saturday, September 10 Kyle Craven Rose Ogilvie Betty Stone
5:00 pm  Gunther Noelting t Filiberto de Jesus Ken Otte Carol Walschlager
sunday, September 11 Patricia Gerber Carole Psak Edward Zappa
7:30am  People of the Parish
9:30am  Eileen Norman *
11:30 am Danny Villarreal (SI) Our Service Members
1:15pm  Priest Intention Randall Davis Susanna Jordan Michael Pace
5:00pm  Christian Luis Palacio Kevin Goodlett Dalton Knight Nick Rocha
Monday, September 12 Josiah Griffin Ricky Martinez Andrew Sanchez
12:00 pm  Esther Quintanilla t Louis Hause Michael Mazurek Daniel Suarez
Whitman Jones Robert Monroe

Tuesday, September 13
12:00 pm  Regina Solorsano t

7:00pm  Anne Heche (S1) The Repose of the Souls of Loved Ones

Wednesday, September 14 recently called home by our Savior.
12:00 pm  Mario Amador t

Thursday, September 15
12:00 pm  Marina Munoz Delgado *

Collection Amounts

Friday, September 16
12:00 pm  Randy Lee Stephen * Sunday, September 11 .............ccoooviiiiniii $23,669*
+ = Deceased * includes $10,788 in online donations

S| = Special Intention . . A )
This weekend, we will have our second collection to support St. Vincent

X de Paul to help our parishioners and folks in our parish boundary in
Sanctuary Lamp and Adoration need of assistance.

Candle Intentions

Week of September 11
« Adoration Chapel - donated by David DeBalko in memory
of Catherine DeBalko
« Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine - donated by Linda Roby i 5
for Patrick Davis for his birthday 3
o Sacred Heart Shrine - donated by Loretta Hesse for
prayers answered DIOCESE OF AUSTIN 75TH ANNIVERSARY
o St.Joseph Shrine - donated for special intentions Year of Celebration

o St.Jude Shrine - donated by David DeBalko in memory

- Beginning November 19, 2022, through November 18, 2023, the
of Catherine DeBalko

diocese will celebrate the 75th anniversary of its founding on
November 15, 1947. The year of celebration will begin with a
Mass with Bishop Vasquez, and a program featuring a keynote
speaker, live praise & worship music, our Diocesan choir and
more! In addition, Bishop Vasquez has designated five Pilgrimage
Sites around the Diocese, a commemorative book for purchase
and a history display that will travel to parishes. Stay tuned with
all activities at the 75th Anniversary website at austindiocese75.org.

Altar and Ambo Flowers

The Altar and Ambo flowers were donated by
David Debalko in memory of Catherine DeBalko.
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Liturgy

On Saturday, September 17, we celebrate the
feast day of St. Hildegard of Bingen, one of
the four women Doctors of the Church. St.
Hildegard was a remarkably gifted woman who
was blessed with many charisms, among them
mystic, philosopher, visionary, musical
composer and writer. St. Hildegard wrote
about “precious stones and pearls”
representing the saints whose holy beauty aids the repentant
on their journey. As we hear in this weekend’s Gospel reading
about the rejoicing in heaven when we repent, let us ask St.
Hildegard to pray for us and help lead us back to the mercy of
our Heavenly Father when we go astray!

Cry Rooms on Sunday

During the Sunday morning and 1:15 p.m. Masses, families with
young children who need a “cry room” may use the
Pomegranate Café. A Eucharistic Minister will distribute
Communion in the Café. At the Sunday 5:00 p.m. Mass, families
may use the Choir Room in the Church and will need to come
into the Sanctuary to receive Communion.

Liturgical Ministers!
Do you know your EIM (Ethics and Integrity in Ministry)

anniversary date? If you don’t, please call Katheryn in the parish

office at (512) 892-2420. All members of liturgical ministries
(including Mass Coordinators, Ushers & Hospitality, Lectors,

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Psalmists, Cantors,

Musicians and Choir Members) over 18 years of age must
remain in compliance with this Diocesan program as a required
part of their service in the parish ministry.

Altar Servers Needed!

St. Catherine is looking for Altar Servers! Altar Server Training
for new applicants is scheduled for the following Sundays:
September 25, October 2, 9 and 16, at 2:00 p.m. in the Church.
All Altar Servers must meet the following requirements:

« Received 1st Communion
« Beatleast 10 years old
o If 18 years or older, must be EIM trained

For information about duties of an altar server, please email
Deacon Cavazos, arthur.cavazos2331@gmail.com. Sign up
online for the training at stcatherine-austin.org/altar-servers
or contact Katheryn at katheryn.daniel@stcatherine-austin.org
or (512) 892-2420, ext. 335.

Religious Education

Adult Faith Formation
Becoming Catholic
« Are you a non-Catholic seeking an understanding of the
Catholic faith? Interested in joining the Church?
« Are you a Catholic seeking further growth in your faith?
Or are you looking to celebrate additional sacraments?
« Are you a non-practicing Catholic seeking to return to the
Church?
Please join us on Mondays, starting September 12 at 7:30 p.m.
for a conversation about faith and finding your path to God.
Questions? Contact Pam at pam.neumann@stcatherine-
austin.org.

That Man is You! Fall session

All men are welcome to join and learn to keep the faith and
be better fathers, husbands, or friends. We meet on Friday
mornings through December 9. We begin at 6:00 a.m. in the
Cenacle with breakfast. At 6:30 a.m., we will watch a video and
have a discussion, this portion is also available online. Meetings
end promptly at 7:30 a.m. Each of these sessions are
standalone, join us whenever your schedule allows. For more
information, contact Greg Thomas, gregt8793 @gmail.com or
(512) 750-6478, Paul Root, root_paul@att.net or (512) 963-9431.

Senior Ministry Welcome Back Social

Senior Ministry will host a Welcome Back Social on Thursday,
September 15, 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. in the Cenacle. Join us
for social time with good food and fellowship plus an inspiring
video presentation, “Spirituality for Our Wisdom Years” by Fr.
Ronald Rolheiser. (Fr. Lou’s presentation, “A Potpourri of the
Papal Summer” will be rescheduled due to a conflict in his
schedule.)

Women’s ACTS Retreat, October 6 - 9

Are you seeking to deepen your relationship with Jesus?
Would you like to meet women from the parish on similar
faith journeys as yours? Join us at the upcoming Women's
ACTS retreat for a weekend of faith sharing and community
building in the heart of the Texas Hill Country. Registration is
open online at stcatherine-austin.org/events/st-catherines-
womens-retreat-at-highland-lakes or stop by the tables after
Mass this weekend. For more information, please contact
Alma Arriaga (Director), almadarriaga@gmail.com,

Silvia Gonzalez (Co-Director), chachsantizo@yahoo.com, or
Misty Carreiro (Co-Director), mistycarreiro@austin.rr.com.

ADORATION. COMMUNITY. THEOLOGY. SERVICE.
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C MMUNITY

Community Ministries

Abiding Love Food Drive begins THIS weekend!
Please pick up a grocery bag with the list of foods
needed and return food donations to the narthex
OR drop them off at the Drive-Thru Food Drive '
hosted by the Knights of Columbus at the Abiding FOOD
Love Parking Lot on Sun., September 11 & 18 from DRIVE
3 -5 p.m. Please note time change. Monetary

donations accepted at kofc8156.org/food-drive.

40 Days For Life Campaign, September 28 to November 6

God has been on the move as we work to build a culture of life.
Our prayer presence and outreach continues in front of the local
abortion-referral facilities to help women find life-affirming
alternatives. From September 28 through November 6, we will
unite with hundreds of cities across the world for a simultaneous
40-day Prayer Vigil. In Central Texas, at least 300 women have
changed their minds and chosen life! To claim your prayer hour
(and for other resources) visit CentralTexasCoalition.com or call
the Coalition for Life office at (512) 296-2071.

A Matter Of Balance Class will begin a new 8-week series on
Mondays beginning Sept. 26, 2:00—4:00 p.m. Please email
rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org to register. Hurry! Class
size is limited to 12 people, age 60+.

Caregiving Café supports all family caregivers and offers free in-
person and Zoom meetings on the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of the
month. Join us in the Parish Center, room 212, 10:00 a.m. - noon.
Please RSVP to ccafemail@gmail.com or (512) 301-3560.

New Volunteer Opportunity for Mobile Loaves & Fishes!

We currently have a truck run on the 3rd Saturday morning of
each month. We are considering adding another date — the 4th
Saturday morning of the month. If you are interested in
volunteering for this ministry, please contact Rhonda at
rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org.

O 4
DIFFERENCE

Creative Ministries

Prayer Shawl Ministry

If you know of someone in need of prayer
(grieving, illness, new baby, etc.), contact
Kay at scprayershawl@yahoo.com or
(512) 923-2167 for a complimentary
prayer shawl. Our next meeting is on
Thursday, September 22, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. in
room 231-232 in the Parish Center. Experienced crocheters
and knitters are always welcome.

Cross Stitch Group

Join us for an eight-week cross stitch class. Beginners are
welcome! We will have a lovely, easy Christmas project
which participants can complete over the eight weeks. We
meet on Wednesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. in Room 211
in the Parish Center. Join the company of others who enjoy
this beautiful craft! Our Christmas project will cost $10 -
$15 for materials. Questions? Please contact Rhonda at
rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org.

Family Ministries

Ministry of Mothers Sharing (MOMS)

You are invited to join this meaningful program, just for
mothers. This 10-week book study is for women - just like
you - who wish to connect. Together we will lift each other
up in the particular vocation of motherhood. Orientation is
on Tuesday, September 13, from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. in the
Cenacle. For more information, visit stcatherine-austin.org/
momes. If you have any questions, please reach out to
Kendall Antosh, facilitator for this MOMS group and mom of
two, at kendall.antosh@stcatherine-austin.org!

P.E.P. Talks beginning on Thursday, September 15

All parents of elementary children and pre-schoolers are
invited to a monthly coffee and discussion of relevant topics.
On Thursday, September 15 at 9:15 a.m., we'll meet in the
Pomegranate Café to discuss Separation Anxiety.

Active Parenting: The First Five Years

This is a four-week book and video-based parenting class,
addressing basic the stages of development, preventing
problems, and more. Beginning September 21, this class
meets on Wednesdays from 9:15 - 11:15 a.m. in the Cenacle.
Cost is $35, register at stcatherine-austin.org/active-

D‘M;% foill fomaic
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Preschool Ministries

We have had a GREAT start to preschool!
Our awesome teachers and sweet students
enjoyed learning and playing with one an-
other. Our playground was full of happy
laughter and smiling faces! This month our
biblical theme is “God Made Me Special.”
We are learning about how God loves us so much and
made us each unique. We are learning “All About Me” and
are getting familiar with our teachers and friends. Our two
year-olds have been busy with Back to School stories and
learning about colors and shapes. Our three year-old class-
rooms have been transformed into a big birthday party!
With this theme, they are learning more about themselves
and their favorite things... who doesn’t love to talk about
their birthday? And our Super Pre-K classes are learning
what it’s like to be Superheroes of Kindness! They are
showing God how they can be good stewards of His love.

If you are interested in enrolling your preschooler or being
added to our waitlist, contact us today! Camille Parker at
(512) 892-2420 or camille.parker@stcatherine-austin.org.

oth Annual Blue Jeans & Boots Gala
Friday, September 16, 2022

6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Creekside Pavilion

General Parish

Knights of Columbus Blue Jeans & Boots Fundraiser

The Knights of Columbus will hold their 9th Annual Blue
Jeans & Boots Fundraiser on Friday, September 16, at 6 p.m.
at Creekside Pavilion (located just across the street from
Salt Lick BBQ). A $120 donation includes an evening of fellow-
ship, dinner and drinks for two, dancing and door prizes
($1000 top prize). There is also an online silent auction, visit
kofc8156.0rg for more information. Tickets will be available
to purchase after all weekend Masses. For more information
or to buy tickets, please call (512) 965-2137 or send email
to emazu5@gmail.com. All are welcome to attend!

Knights of Columbus Monthly BBQ on Sunday, September 18

This month’s BBQ will benefit Mary House Catholic Worker.
Please order your items (chicken, pork loin, ribs, and sausage) by
Sunday, September 11 at 9:00 p.m. at kofc8156.org/bbg. Orders
will be ready for pick up next Sunday from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary (KOCA)

All Knights of Columbus Ladies are invited to our next meeting on
Monday, September 12 at 7:00 p.m. in Johnson Hall. We will
have a Saints & Sinners Potluck consisting of salads and desserts.
For details, contact Wilma Martinez at (512) 565-5372 or
wilmawmartinez@gmail.com.

Prime Timers (age 50+)

Come hear Catholic Spirit columnist, Mark Landers

discuss “Faith Through Art” at the Kickoff Brown Bag &
Lunch on Wednesday, September 14 at 12:30 p.m. /7), )
in Siena Hall. Bring your lunch and we’ll provide the é‘,,/ i
beverage and dessert. Please RSVP by September 12 to \,y ,.é/
primetimers20@gmail.com . Save the Date: October 1~ =

for the St. Elias Mediterranean Festival. Prime Timers are a social
group for parishioners over age 50. Pick up the Prime Timers

EVENTS located in the narthex or check the parish website for
information.

Amigos Club Meeting on Wednesday, September 14

The Amigos Club is a social group of ethnically diverse adults that
promotes spiritual and family activities within the parish commu-
nity. Come join us for a meeting on Wednesday, September 14 at
6:45 p.m. in rooms 231-232 in the Parish Center. Hear about the
fundraisers we have and how we provide outstanding achieve-
ment awards for our youth. For more information, contact Sandra
Soto at (512) 921-2740.

Scout Popcorn Sales next weekend!

Please stop by and support Scout Troop 19 and Troop 448 as they
sell popcorn after all Masses in the Courtyard on the weekend of
September 17 & 18. This fundraiser allows the Scouts to learn the
value of hard work and to earn their own way for activities and
camping while growing their communication and interpersonal
skills. We appreciate your support!

Out of Parish

Pilgrimages

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, to be led by Fr. Bud Roland and Fr.
James Misko, of the Diocese of Austin. Departing February 28 to
March 11, 2023. Contact Jane at Select Tours at (800) 842-4842
for more information.

Pilgrimage to Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mexico, led by Fr. Andrew
McNair. Tour dates are December 8 - 14, 2022. For additional
information, please contact Ellen Holmes Steeves-LeBlanc of Select
International Tours at (910) 376-0058.

§) www.stcatherine-austin.org « (512) 892-2420
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Stay Connected!

We want to communicate more effectively with you and make it easy for you to control what announcements you receive and how you
are notified. We are now using a service called FLOCKNOTE. It is totally free to use and it makes it easy for you to stay plugged in to
the ministries or groups that you care about, all by text message or email. Your information will be completely safe and secure. You
can unsubscribe from any updates at any time! To sign up, text CATHERINE to 84576 or visit stcatherineofsiena27.flocknote.com!

Thank You for Your Continued Support

We are grateful to this community for giving so greatly and regularly at home through online and mail
contributions. Please also try to include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try to

meet the need of a growing group due to the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued
financial support to meet this challenge.

WAYS TO GIVE

i : : ey o il Need assistance?
Donate Online at ' Call Erin Hummel

stcatherine-austin.org/ (512) 892-2420
give-from-home

(Pagr%hl .wéll;é:ité) to set up online giving

Assumption
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and
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' Catholic Cemetery
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. - . - t
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512-892-4845 assumptionaustin.com
SMCA.COM | 512-328-2323 4625 W. William Cannon Dr., Bldg. 4 512-442-4252
e >~ Cook Walden Forest Oaks
o i 4 ~— Supporting our community

with Dignity & Honor
512-892-1172

www.dignitymemorial.com
6300 W. William Cannon, Austin TX 78749
Burial & cremations options available r‘}

blessed by Bishop Joe Vasquez.  ¢.
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