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Saturday............................................ 5:00 pm

Sunday .............................7:30 am, 9:30 am*
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Monday – Friday .......................... 12:00 pm*

Tuesday............................................. 7:00 pm
* Denotes online livestream Masses

Confession

Saturday ...........................3:30 pm – 4:30 pm
Tuesday ............................6:00 pm – 6:45 pm
By Appointment.....................(512) 892-2420

Adoration

Monday  - Friday............9:00 am – 11:30 am

Organizations

ACTS ....................... Kay Isle  (949) 842-5584
Amigos....................... Sandra Soto  921-2740
Bridge Club (Mondays)……….Dorothy Pereira
......................................................... 448-0929
K of C Auxiliary…..Wilma Martinez 565-5372
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Prayer Shawl Ministry….Kay Head  923-2167 
Prime Timers.............Juanita Josel  394-1254
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Scouts ..................Danny Martinez  633-8487
Special Needs…Ronnie Bratt (214) 435-9424

Marriage: Contact Diane Bily at (512) 892-
2420 or diane.bily@stcatherine-austin.or at 
least nine months prior to the wedding date.

Baptism: Contact Jennifer Gamblin at (512) 
892-2420 or ennifer. amblin@stcatherine-
austin.or

Bulletin: Send email Jo Ann Campbell at
oann.campbell@stcatherine-austin.or or 
send written notice to the parish office 15 
days prior to publication date.

2 St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church  • Austin, Texas

Christmas Blessings
On behalf  of  

Father Pat, Father Ray, Father Lou 

and the entire parish staff, 

we wish all of  our 

parishioners and friends 

a very 

Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year!

WHAT’S INSIDE:

Sunday, December 25, 2022
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From the Pastor’s Office 

The Nativity of the Lord, December 25 

I have not been home for Christmas 
since before my Seminary days. 
Christmas with the family belongs to 
memories of my childhood and youth. 
Seminary Christmas was different. We 
were 28 students who lived together all 
the time. It was appropriate that we all 
spend Christmas with our fellow 
students because this was now my 
family. Just like every family, we 
enjoyed decorating the Seminary with 
Christmas decorations. The tree went 
up. We had drinks around the fire. We 
went on lots of walks together. We 
visited neighbors and enjoyed their 
hospitality. In the morning we 
celebrated Mass together as a 
community. Christmas lunch was always 
at 1:00 p.m. so that Mrs. Treacy could 
go home early and cater to her own 
family. Lunch was certainly a feast and 
we all enjoyed our food. Fr. Willie 
would arrive with bottles of wine. 
Phyllis made her special Christmas 
desserts and cakes. We never felt that 
we were far from family. Into the 
afternoon and evening, lots of us went  

to bed for a rest. Then we all gathered 
after tea and hung out by the fire, or we 
watched some Christmas movie. Most 
of us went upstairs to pack our bags for 
the morning. On the day after 
Christmas, we all scattered home in 
every direction. I took the train. I was 
usually met by my dad at the train 
station and then we went home. Home 
seemed strange to me because my real 
home was now the Seminary with my 
friends. We enjoyed eating left-over 
turkey for days. It is amazing what you 
can do with left-over turkey. My mother 
cooked turkey stew, turkey curry, 
turkey with pasta, and turkey 
sandwiches. Every Christmas my 
mother baked enormous Christmas fruit 
cakes so between meals I scoffed on 
coffee and cake. As usual I did my stint 
in the grocery store, so this was a 
chance to say hello to our neighbors. 
They would all tell my how well I 
looked. They said Seminary life suited 
me. Through Christmas into the new 
year, cousins would come to visit and 
bring presents and more cakes. I always 
made sure to sit for a while with my 
mother, a chance to catch up and tell 
the news. Then suddenly the week was  

over, and it was back to the Seminary.  
Now many years later I spend Christmas  
as a working priest in the parish. 
Parishioners are very kind. Some of 
them send me cards and gifts. Others 
send me cake. Did you ever see a parish 
priest who was thin as a rake? We are 
all fat and rotund from eating 
everyone’s cake. I love Christmas in the 
parish. It is lovely to see everyone in 
Church. I love singing our Christmas 
carols together. I love seeing everyone 
wearing their new Christmas clothes. It 
is a lovely time of the year. May I just 
wish you all a Happy Christmas day. 
Many blessings as we look to the future. 
Peace to all. Enjoy being with your 
family. We’ll see you all in the New 
Year.  

 

With love, Fr. Pat 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God, January 1 
One of the lovely traditions in Ireland, 
at this time of the year, is to celebrate 
what we call Women’s Christmas. Mom 
spent her Christmas holidays slaving in 
the kitchen. It is proper that we 
appreciate her effort and take her out 
to dinner. At this time of the year in 
Ireland it is impossible to book a table 
for dinner out. Every table is booked by 
families celebrating Mom. Bookings in 
the restaurant are for 10, 15, 20 people. 
Mom gets presents and words of 
appreciation.  
 
Before we launch ourselves into 
another frenzied year we want take a 
moment to appreciate Mary, the 
Mother of God. Moses’ blessing to the  

 
 
Israelites becomes our blessing to Mary 
today. “The Lord bless you and keep 
you. The Lord let his face shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you. The Lord 
look upon you kindly and give you 
peace.” Mary was a young girl. In a 
minute her whole life changed. How on 
earth do you come to terms with an 
announcement that you are to become 
the Mother of the Savior? Like every 
young girl, Mary lived under the shadow 
and protection of her parents. She kept 
her head down and did her chores and 
acted like a nice dutiful daughter. Then 
she became world-famous. Her name is 
mentioned throughout history. Just like 
John the Baptist. His job in our salvation 
story was to point out Jesus in the  

 
 
crowd and tell the people that Jesus of 
Nazareth was the Savior of Israel.  
Mary’s job was to tell us that her child 
was born. A healthy baby. Mary became 
the protector of Jesus throughout his 
life. She is also our protectress. We feel 
a little bit safer and cherished because 
Mary the Mother of God watches over 
us as well. That is a wonderful thing to 
consider. Happy New Year, everyone! 
Fr. Ray goes home to India in the next 
few days. We wish him a lovely vacation 
with is family. Travel safe Fr. Ray and 
come back to us. We love you.  

 
With love, 

Fr. Pat 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU! 
You will soon see beautiful new gold banners in the Church. We’d like to thank Muriel Gagnon  

for creating these new banners for us. You and these new banners are a treasure! 
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Thank you for your continued support! We are grateful 
to this community for giving so greatly and regularly 
through the weekly collections, online, and mail  
contributions. Please also try to include St. Vincent de 
Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try to meet 
a growing need due to the changing economy. 

A PLEA FROM FATHER PAT 
 

My Dear Friends, 
 
OUR PARISH IS IN TROUBLE. WE NEED YOUR HELP! During the last few months we have been involved in the silent phase of a 
new Capital Campaign which will launch publicly in the new year. A percentage of the money raised will be given to the Diocese to 
help them fund their own projects. A majority percentage of the money raised will be given to St. Catherine’s to help us with projects 
of our own. Our goal is to refurbish the Church. We want to strengthen and add padding to all the seats in the Church. We want to 
rebuild the sacristy corridor of the church and install new bathrooms. We want to install a new air conditioning system. The one 
we have now is held together by band aids. The system is 34 years old. We want to do some remedial work on the cupola in the 
roof of the Church. Whatever money is left over, we would like to reduce or retire our parish debt.  
 
In order to achieve these goals, we absolutely need your help and support. In the silent phase of the campaign we contacted 
some long established members of the parish. Some of them had concerns regarding the Bishop and the Diocese and did not want 
to offer their financial support to the Diocese. We understand these concerns but we must support our Diocese as they do very 
important work in supporting and educating our seminarians and supporting all the parishes throughout the Diocese. In spite of 
these concerns we hope that many members of our community can offer help and support to our parish. The public campaign will 
carry on until June. We are in need of volunteers to join us now and help us with the administration of the campaign. We will 
have a campaign meeting on January 12th where we explain to the volunteers how they can help us. Please, please, will you come 
to our meeting and give us your wholehearted support. We are doing God’s work. We love our parish. We love our Church. We 
want to do everything we can to help. It is time to refurbish the Church. We need your help and support. Please help us. 
 

With love, 
Fr. Pat 

Collection Amounts 
 

Sunday, December 18 ......................................................... $55,165* 
* includes $10,978 in online donations received  

 

 2nd collection: Retired Clergy & Religious ....................... $3,341 
* includes $259 in online donations received  

 
This weekend, we will have a second collection for Diocese Family  
Services. This collection will support family and Pro-Life activities in  
the Diocese of Austin. These include: Annunciation Maternity Home in 
Georgetown, Our Lady of the Angels Maternity Shelter in Temple and 
the diocesan Office of Life, Marriage, and Family. 
 
The collection amounts for December 25, January 1 and January 8 will 
be published in the January 15 bulletin.  

UPDATE ON THE PARISH TOUR 
 

Our Parish Tour will depart on September 11, 2023, and will return to Austin on September 
25, 2023. The tour will take us to Normandy, France. Then we will travel across France, via 
the Ardennes Forest, via Cologne to Berlin.  
 

A couple more places have opened up in the parish tour because of family issues and 
health. If you think you would like to join us on our tour next September, please contact 
Rhonda Smith at (512) 892-2433 or rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org. 
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Stewardship News 
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Please pray for 

Randall Davis 
Kevin Goodlett 
Josiah Griffin 
Louis Hause 

Whitman Jones 
Susanna Jordan 
Ricky Martinez 
Michael Mazurek 

Robert Monroe 
Michael Pace 
Nick Rocha 
Andrew Sanchez 

Our Service Members 

Debra Borrego 
Robert Cabrera 
Mindy Cavazos 
Kyle Craven 
Guy Desrochers 
Patricia Gerber 
Ed Kaloustian 

 
Maria Marek 
Carolyn Massey 
Theresa Massey 
Marisa Moawa 
John & Yoli Muniz 
Rose Ogilvie 
Ken Otte 

 
Carole Psak 
Randy Russell 
Larry Sanchez 
June Stewart 
Betty Stone 
Carol Walschlager 

The Sick 

Mass Intentions 

Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve  Priest Intention 
 

Sunday, December 25 
Christmas Day  Priest Intention 
 

Monday, December 26 
 12:00 pm James White Bitter † 
 

Tuesday, December 27 
 12:00 pm Joann Rhodes † 
 

Wednesday, December 28 
 12:00 pm Porfirio Martinez † 
 

Thursday, December 29 
 12:00 pm Joan Costigan † 
 

Friday, December 30 
 12:00 pm Ian Harms † 
 

Saturday, December 31 
 5:00 pm Consuelo Rodriguez †  
 

Sunday, January 1 
 7:30 am Destiny Lopez †   
 9:30 am People of the Parish
 11:30 am Priest Intention 
 1:15 pm  Olivia Casarez †
 5:00 pm Priest Intention  
 

Monday, January 2 
 12:00 pm Dalvin † & Margaret † Greene  
 

Tuesday, January 3 
 12:00 pm Tony Tuminello † 
 7:00 pm Maggie Ontiveros (SI) 
 

Wednesday, January 4 
 12:00 pm Jesus Rodriguez † & Jose Rodriguez † 
 

Thursday, January 5 
 12:00 pm Linda Bowne † 
 

Friday, January 6 
 12:00 pm Catherine Marie Epson (SI) 
 

  † = Deceased 
  SI = Special Intention 

Sanctuary Lamp and Adoration Candle 

Intentions 
 

Week of December 25 
 

• Adoration Chapel - donated by Gloria Rodriguez for a special intention 
for all those suffering the loss of a loved one 

 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine - donated by Ignacio Zamarron in loving 
memory of Leonor Zamarron Rodriguez 

 

• Sacred Heart Shrine - donated by Magdalena Senecal for special  
intentions 

 

• St. Joseph Shrine - donated by Magdalena Senecal for special intentions 
 

• St. Jude Shrine - donated by Magdalena Senecal for special intentions 
 

 

Week of January 1 

• Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine - donated by Elizabeth Noelting for a 
special intention 

 

• Sacred Heart Shrine - donated by Magdalena Senecal for special  
intentions 

 

• St. Joseph Shrine - donated by Elizabeth Noelting for a special intention 

• St. Jude Shrine - donated by Magdalena Senecal for special intentions. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

The Repose of the Souls of Loved Ones 
recently called home by our Savior, 

especially Patricia Bryars;  
George Finan, husband of Jeanne Finan; and  

Ramiro Gonzalez, husband of Patricia Gonzalez 

 

 
 

 

The Parish Offices will be closed 
through January 3. 

 

Weekday Masses on Dec. 26, 27*, 28, 29, & 30  
will be at 12:00 PM 

 
* No Reconciliation or Evening Mass on Tues., Dec. 27 

No Adoration in Church on these days 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Religious Education 

Adult Faith Formation 
Heading into the new year, we are excited to restart some of our 
beloved ministries in January and February. We would like to draw your 
attention to some of them – please make plans to participate as we 
activate these programs.  
 

• Liturgy of the Word with Children 
We have a great many children (ages 4-9) who love to understand 
what is happening at Mass. Adults are needed to lead the children at 
the Sunday 9:30 a.m. Mass in listening to the readings in language 
adapted for them, learning about the readings and engaging in the 
prayers of the faithful in ways that are meaningful to them. In order 
to make this happen, we need 8 - 10 volunteers to form four teams. 
Do you love children, the Mass, the scriptures? We have all the 
materials needed and will be offering training in the new year. Please 
say “Yes!” to the call to welcome the children as Jesus does. 

 

• Special Needs Ministry 
We want to include families and individuals with special needs into 
the life of our parish. We will start with a morning of reflection for 
anyone with a big heart willing to walk with our brothers and sisters 
and plan monthly events to celebrate God’s love. 

 

• Adult Confirmation 
We will be preparing baptized adults for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation this Spring. Please reach out to us! 

 

• Senior Ministry 
Have you entered a new phase of life, a chapter that is not filled with 
busyness, overwhelming obligations or demands? Now is your time to 
“rejoice in the past that brought us to this point, as well as to revel in 
the possibilities that are present.”(Sr. Joan Chittester) Starting 
January 5, join us on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. to continue 
growing in our understanding of what God has in store for us at this 
stage of our lives.  
 

For more information and to get involved, please contact Pam at 
pam.neumann@stcatherine-austin.org. 

 
Family Faith Formation 
Learn the Basics of the Catholic Church 
Is one of your New Year's Resolutions to learn more about the Catholic 
faith? Then start this January by learning the basic teachings of the 
Catholic Church. Beginning January 17, St. Catherine's will be hosting in-
person classes on Tuesday mornings and Thursday afternoons, covering 
the foundational beliefs of Catholicism - Scripture, Creed, Sacraments, 
Morality and Prayer. Each topic is two classes long. The cost for all five 
classes, including certification, is $50. For more information and to 
register, please visit austindiocese.org/classes.  
 

Liturgy 

In addition to the Nativity of the Lord, we have 
much to celebrate during this Christmas season! 
On Friday, December 30, we celebrate the Feast of 
the Holy Family. With this feast, we celebrate the 
love and unity made manifest in the family of 
Joseph, Mary and Jesus. May we aspire to cultivate 
that same love in our own lives. 
 
On Sunday, January 1, we celebrate the Solemnity 
of Mary, the Holy Mother of God. Mary is the 
model of holiness for us in her willingness to hear 
and obey God’s will. Mother Mary, please pray for 
us to be able to love our Lord with the same 
faithfulness that you demonstrated! 
 
On Sunday, January 8, we celebrate the Epiphany 
of the Lord. We remember the gifts that the Three 
Kings brought to the baby Jesus.  Epiphany packets 
will be available at the church doors. Please take 
one and bless your home for the New Year! 
 
On Monday, January 9, we celebrate the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord. This feast is a bridge 
between Christmas and Ordinary Time. We extend 
our Epiphany celebration by continuing to focus on 
the manifestation of Christ into the world. In the 
Gospel reading we hear God say of Jesus, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” This 
reading invites us to spend time treasuring our role 
as a beloved child of God. 
 
A special thank you to all of our priests, deacons, 
choirs and musicians, lectors, ushers, Mass 
coordinators, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, altar servers and altar linen ministry 
members who give of their time and talents to serve 
the community throughout the year and through 
this very holy season. A very special thank you to all 
the members of the Arts and Environment 
Committee for returning again and again this 
season, enabling us celebrate in a beautifully 
decorated church. You have our deepest gratitude 
and may God bless you all! 
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Community Ministries 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Community 
Ministries! God bless you and your families now and always. 
 
URGENT! Mobile Loaves and Fishes Truck Ministry 
We are starting a new Mobile Loaves and Fishes team in January. 
This new team will go out on the 4th Saturday morning of each 
month. It’s a wonderful family activity! Find out more about 
Mobile Loaves and Fishes at mlf.org/truck-ministry. If you are 
interested, send email to rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org. 
 
Freeze Shelter 
We help operate a freeze shelter for our homeless brothers and 
sisters on nights when it will be below 32 degrees. We do this in 
conjunction with several other churches and organizations. The 
shelter is located at Austin Oaks Church on Monterrey Blvd. If 
you are interested in helping, please send an email to 
rhonda.smith@stcatherine-austin.org to receive an online signup 
link a couple of days before a freeze. We generally have 2-3 days 
notice of a freeze. All of the different duties are listed with 
descriptions on the Sign Up Genius. Duties include taking a meal 
or supplies, visiting with the guests during dinner, overnight 
hosts, etc. Prayerfully consider helping, it is a very humbling and 
heart-warming experience. 
 
Baby items needed 
We are in need of diapers (sizes 1-5) and baby wipes. Baby and 
toddler winter clothing is also appreciated. Leave donations in the 
wicker basket in the narthex or the Community Ministries Office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Creative Ministries 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
If you know of someone in need of prayer 
(grieving, illness, new baby, etc.), contact 
Kay at scprayershawl@yahoo.com or (512) 
923-2167 for a complimentary prayer 
shawl. Our next meeting is on Thursday, 
January 12, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. in rooms  
231-232 in the Parish Center. Experienced 
crocheters and knitters are always 
welcome.  

 
 

Family Ministries 

A Family Christmas Blessing 
Loving God,  

during this holy season  
of Christmas  

we ask for your blessing  
on our all families. 

Let Mary’s openness to your wondrous ways  
be an inspiration to  

place all trust in you. 
Let Joseph’s courage provide hope during times of  

anxiety and uncertainty. 
Let Jesus’ life ignite all families  
with a spirit of light and love.  

May the grace that  
encircled the Holy Family  

widen to embrace  
all families.  

 
 

Preschool Ministries 
Happy Birthday Jesus! At St. Catherine’s Preschool we have 
been playing with nativity sets, retelling the story of the birth 
of Jesus, and talking about the gifts that God has given us. 
The Preschool is closed for Christmas Break. School starts 
back January 9. 
  
We have a few available spots in our 3 year-old class. Please 
contact Camille Parker at (512) 892-2420, ext. 319 for more 
information or visit stcatherine-austin.org/preschool. We 
would love to give you a tour! 
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General Parish 
Knights News: December 2022 
The Knights are proud to announce Roberto Parker as Knight of 
the Month and Jason & Megan Jaynes as Family of the Month for 
the Council. The Council began the month with an active day on 
Saturday, December 3. It began with the Blood Drive in the 
morning and closed with a combined Christmas Party between 
our Council and the St. Paul’s Council. After our monthly Business 
Meeting on December 7, Council members began delivering 
poinsettias to Council widows. On Saturday, December 10, some 
Knights could be found on the grounds and in the Church adding 
to the Christmas atmosphere. The St Vincent de Paul Society 
aided by the Knights delivered gift cards to those who needed 
support this Christmas. Our monthly BBQ on December 18 
supported the Knights of Columbus Global Wheelchair Mission.  
In December, we concluded our Pecan Sale Fundraiser to support 
the St Pope John Paul II Center of Austin. 
 
Knights of Columbus Monthly BBQ, Sunday, January 15  
The Knights of Columbus Council 8156 will hold its monthly BBQ 
of chicken, pork tenderloin, ribs and sausage in support of St. 
Louise House. The Knights will be in the Courtyard beginning at 
8:30 a.m. to serve your meal needs! Want to learn more about 
the Knights of Columbus? Go to Knights.net!  
 
Prime Timers (age 50+) 
Attend the Boars Head Pageant (an Epiphany 
celebration) at St. Albert the Great Church on Sunday, 
January 8, at 6:00 p.m. The pageant features period 
costumes, a full chorus and orchestra, medieval music 
and entertainment, and an inspiring reenactment of 
the arrival of the Magi at the birthplace of Jesus. Cost: $25 VIP 
(preferred seating plus wine and appetizer reception) or FREE 
General Admission. Don’t miss the Brown Bag Lunch on 
Wednesday, January 11 at 12:30 p.m. with guest speaker Sonya 
Fehér from spaceWise Organizing. She will present “Strategies to 
Declutter and Minimize.” Bring a brown bag lunch, we'll provide 
the beverage. RSVP at primetimers20@gmail.com by Monday, 
January 9. Plan now to attend Godspell on Sunday, February 19 at 
the Mary Moody Northen Theater. Prime Timers are a social 
group dedicated to parishioners over age 50 that are eager to 
meet others in a social setting. We welcome men and women 
new to the parish, and of course, those who are longtime 
members. The group offers activities, events, trips and fun. There 
are no dues. We invite seniors to share FUN times together and 
create new, special memories! See Prime Timers EVENTS or the 
parish website for information.  
 
2023 Religious Calendars will be available for 
purchase in the Church Office in January. Cost  
is $5. Quantities are limited.  
 
 
 
 
 

Out of Parish 
Catholic Charities of Central Texas 
Inspired by the Nativity and the Holy Family, Catholic 
Charities works to strengthen families, starting at the very 
beginning of their parenting journey. Our St. Gabriel's 
Pregnancy and Parenting Program focuses on providing 
mentorship, advocacy and support to new and expectant 
mothers and fathers as they work to provide a safe and 
healthy start to life for their children. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment call (512) 651-6100.  
 
Pierced by Loss: A Memorial Celebration of Loss 
Wednesday, December 28 at Santa Cruz 
The loss of a pregnancy or the loss of a young infant is 
devastating for the entire family. If you have experienced, or 
know a family who has experienced this loss, or would 
simply like to honor the lives lost, please consider attending 
a Memorial Celebration of Life on 
Wednesday, December 28, from 7:00 - 
9:00 p.m. at Santa Cruz Catholic Church. 
The most effective healing occurs, not 
when we forget, but when we incorporate 
these children into our lives. This prayer 
service is offered by Sarah’s Hope & 
Abraham’s Promise. For more 
information, please call (512) 923-2232.  

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Daily Masses 
Dec. 26, 27*, 28, 29, 30  -  12:00 PM 

* NO Reconciliation or Evening Mass on Tues., Dec. 27 
 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday, December 31 

Reconciliation  3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Mass 5:00 PM 

 
2023 MASS SCHEDULE 

(Regular Mass and Reconciliation Schedule resumes) 
 

Sunday, January 1 
Mary, Mother of God 

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM 
1:15 PM, 5:00 PM 

 
Monday, January 2 

12:00 PM 
 

Tuesday, January 3 
12:00 PM and 7:00 PM 

Reconciliation 5:30 - 6:30 PM 
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From the Pastor’s Office

The Epiphany of the Lord

“Rise up in splendor Jerusalem! Your light has come. The glory of the Lord 
shines upon you.” The thing about the Bethlehem star is that it shines out 
every day and night for always. It wasn’t a once in a lifetime event. When 
I look into the night sky I can see that star. Astronomers tell us that when 
we see the stars shining out in the night we are looking at a light that was 
sent forth thousands of years ago. The light travels through space and 
time and when I look into the night sky one of those stars is the star of 
Bethlehem. The feast of the Epiphany marks the day when the Magi, 
Three Wise men came to visit the stable. We like to portray them as Royal 
people.  A little factoid that is interesting. The great Medieval Cathedral 
of Cologne was a famous place of pilgrimage in the Middle Ages because 
relics of the Three Wise men are contained in a gold casket at the shrine 
there. Whatever about the Three Wise men they were exotic men from 
the Orient. Their journey to Bethlehem is quiet, plodding through the 
desert. There is no hurry to get to the destination. We will get there when 
we get there. They come to pay homage to the newborn King of the Jews. 
Scholars suggest that the Three Wise men were probably scholars, 
astrologers, people who search for deeper meaning.  Herod was none too 
pleased when he heard all about it. Ancient Kings were always trying to 
protect their thrones and powers. Suspicious, Herod asked the Oriental 
men if they could tell him where the baby was so that he could come and 
pay his respects also. You and I know that was a plot. If Herod found this 
King of the Jews he would probably kill Him. That baby was a threat to the 
throne of Herod. There can be only one King. The Three Wise men have a 
kind of symbolic presence in the Bethlehem story. They represent the 
Gentile world. They come from the world outside of Judaism. They are 
strangers. The new born King is King, not just of the Jews but also King of 
the Gentiles, in fact all the peoples of the world. The three Wise men are 
there representing us. The gifts come from us also. Epiphany is an 
interesting word because the dictionary defines it as, “a moment of 
sudden revelation or insight.” When we come upon Christ we encounter 
a moment of sudden revelation or insight. Christ invites us to open our 
eyes, to see Him as He really is. Some of us spend the rest of our lives 
trying to open our eyes. There is a line in the funeral liturgy that talks 
about one day we shall see Him as He really is. We shall meet Him face to 
face. 

With love,
Fr. Pat
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, January 7
5:00 pm Thelma Heiser †

Sunday, January 8
7:30 am James Mellon †
9:30 am Mirta Mir †
11:30 am Omar Codina †
1:15 pm People of the Parish
5:00 pm Priest Intention 

Monday, January 9
12:00 pm Msgr. Denis Brendan O’Sullivan †

Tuesday, January 10
12:00 pm Michael Bergen †

7:00 pm Brandon Russell Nix (SI)

Wednesday, January 11
12:00 pm Roxana Arredondo † 

Thursday, January 12
12:00 pm Claudia Meserole †

Friday, January 13
12:00 pm Annie Lopez Torres †

† = Deceased
SI = Special Intention

Sanctuary Lamps: We have Sanctuary 
Lamps in the Adoration Chapel and near 
the Sacred Heart Shrine, St. Jude Shrine, 
St. Joseph Shrine, and Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Shrine. Sign up online to have a 
Sanctuary Lamp lit for a week in memory 
of a loved one or for a special intention. Your name 
and intention will be published in the bulletin. The 
suggested donation is $10. 

Happy New Year!

We will not publish a printed bulletin for the weekend of January 8, 2023. The next bulletin will be published on January 15,
2023. We will distribute our weekly Flocknote, an electronic version of the weekly announcements on January 8, 2023. If you 
do not currently receive our weekly Flocknote email, sign up today. You can unsubscribe from any updates at any time! To 
sign up, text CATHERINE to 84576 or visit stcatherineofsiena27.flocknote.com.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://www.stcatherine-austin.org/sanctuary-candle-sign-ups
https://stcatherineofsiena27.flocknote.com/


stcatherine-austin.org/

give-from-home (Parish website)

Thank You for Your Continued Support
We are grateful to this community for giving so greatly and regularly at home through online and mail 

contributions. Please also try to include St. Vincent de Paul in your giving. St. Vincent continues to try to 

meet the need of a growing group due to the economic effects of the virus and will need your continued 

financial support to meet this challenge.

Stay Connected!
We want to communicate more effectively with you and make it easy for you to control what announcements you receive and how you 
are notified. We are now using a service called FLOCKNOTE. It is totally free to use and it makes it easy for you to stay plugged in to 
the ministries or groups that you care about, all by text message or email. Your information will be completely safe and secure. You 
can unsubscribe from any updates at any time! To sign up, text CATHERINE to 84576 or visit stcatherineofsiena27.flocknote.com!

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51520622
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51521815
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51520222
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=51520817
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=WX4ANVW7DC5BC
https://stcatherine-austin.org/online-donation
https://stcatherine-austin.org/give-from-home
https://stcatherine-austin.org/give-from-home
https://stcatherineofsiena27.flocknote.com/
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