
From the Pastor’s Office 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This is one of my favorite passages of scripture: “The wind blows wherever it pleases. You cannot 
tell from the sound it makes where it is coming or where it is going. This is how it is with all who 
are born of the Spirit.” Luke tells us in the gospel that Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of 
the Spirit. The Holy Spirit moves us to where we must go. Some kind of divine directive told Jesus 
to go to Nazareth and visit the synagogue on the Sabbath day. Synagogue worship could become 
a bit stale when every Sabbath the Scribe presided and droned on and on. The community 
welcomes a new voice to listen to. They had in their midst a young rabbi who was happy to speak 
to them. Jesus presented Himself well. I imagine a fine upstanding young man full of confidence 
and ability. Jesus chose to read a passage from the prophet Isaiah. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor.” Then Jesus went on to say, 
“Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” Somewhere in between Jesus reading 
from the scriptures and His sitting down things did not go according to plan. That will reveal itself in next Sunday’s gospel. There is a 
phenomenon we call “the exuberance of youth.” Young people come into their adult lives with the belief that they will change the 
whole world. Imagine the elders of the synagogue community reacting to Jesus. Clearly He was an impressive young man, well spoken. 
But in case He got carried away with Himself, the people began to question who this young man was. We consider that Jesus had the 
ability the stir things up, which He did often. This event at the Synagogue was the first of many stirrings up. When you speak your truth  
you are not thinking about how your words will land. You focus on speaking your truth. Let the chips fall where they will.  
 

With love,  
Fr. Pat 
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