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I am going to call it “Transactional Faith.” I am inspired by Naaman, the pagan army officer. He didn’t know 
anything about the ancient God of Israel. He never heard of Elisha, the prophet. Naaman got his miracle. 
The poor man suffered from leprosy. It was the God of Israel who healed him, so he turned his back on his 
pagan ancestral ways and became a believer. Did Naaman only become a believer because his prayers were 
answered? I am sure he sacrificed to his pagan gods, but they did nothing for him. Here is my question, if 
Naaman’s prayers were answered by Yahweh, and that was why he became a believer, could Naaman have 
found Yahweh, if he still had to live with leprosy? If he never got his miracle, then what? Is faith a 
transactional thing? If God answers my prayers, I love God. If God doesn’t answer my prayers, I hate God. What does it mean to be a 
person of faith? The ten lepers present something else. No doubt the ten lepers prayed for healing as well. Weren’t they lucky to come 
upon Jesus when they did. He healed the lot of them. What a nice man. Then they all cleared off. Thankfully, one of them came back. 
But does this story tell us something about our prayer life, our faith? I spend my days pounding on Heaven to answer my prayers. Then 
one day, my prayer is answered. Thanks very much. Now to another thing, I want you to give me another miracle. Thanks very much. 
Now about the other thing I was talking about. I turn God into a cash machine. I am forever asking. I have no gratitude. That is all God is 
good for. He answers my prayers. He gives me stuff. That is a kind of ingratitude. I take God for granted. His job is to give me what I ask 
for. My job is to just to take all the time. Did it ever occur to me that maybe God likes a bit of gratitude as well? We are in relationship 
with the God we worship. We wouldn’t dare do that to our friends. After a favor, I insist on buying you dinner, or something. 
Relationships demand reciprocity. Do something nice for God. 
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