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People come up to me all the time and they want to know what the Church’s teaching is on this, that, and 
the other. In lots of examples I have no idea. Based on Christian principles I can put together an answer that 
attempts to answer the question. But there are those who spend their days in coffee shops and come up 
with questions from all over the place and they want to know what the Church teaches. The famous 
question, “how many angels live on the tip of a needle?” was born in a coffee shop. The Sadducees in the 
gospel today have a humdinger. The Mosaic law stipulated that when a husband dies, his brother must take 
responsibility for the welfare of his sister-in-law. Their question suggests that these Sadducees need 
something to occupy their time besides asking ridiculous questions. This will never happen. A man marries his wife, he dies. He has six 
brothers. Basically, each brother in turn marries the widow of brother #1. They all die. Whose wife is she in heaven??? Jesus answered 
by saying that in Heaven there is no married or given in married. We are all angels. The Church teaches that all ties that bind us in this 
life are no longer valid after death. Interesting, Mormons teach that all marital bonds remain bound across eternity. I would find it hard 
to be patient with those Sadducees. They were not particularly interested in Jesus or anything He stood for. Just to make things 
awkward they decided to ask Him an impossible question. Lots of people do that when they argue. Their great trump card to win the 
argument is to argue for an impossible case that will never happen. There are lots of times when I have no idea what the Church 
teaches because the situation never arises, or never did arise. I promise you, I have no idea how many angels live on the top of a 
pinhead. Wikipedia knows everything, so I guess I will start there.  
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