
From the Pastor’s Office 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

During the next few Sundays we are going to hear talk about vocation. In particular, the vocation 
to follow the call of God, whatever that means. Because I am a priest I testify that I heard God 
calling me to ministry. I remember early on wondering all about it. Part of me was excited at the 
thought of it, but a bigger part of me was terrified. I couldn’t imagine myself doing such a thing as 
leaving home and going to the Seminary. The thought of priesthood frightened me. I felt so 
unworthy. Because the call of God was so strong in me I opted instead to go to the Monastery. I 
became a monk. I loved every bit of that. I thought I found my place, but my heart was very 
unsettled. I kept wondering about priesthood. I needed to find out more. I went searching. I 
prayed. I got more information. I thought a lot. Actually, I drove my mom crazy because I wanted 
to talk about it all the time. Then I made my decision and I left the Monastery. I figured the only 
way I could know if this was for me was to try it. I had to be brave because things were 
happening so quickly. Off I went and to my surprise, I loved all of it. Important to say there were days when I doubted, but that happens to 
everyone. All the time I had to trust that God was calling me. I remember reading something wise about making a decision about anything. 
You know you made the right decision when peace of mind comes. I testify that that is true. My life has been a huge adventure way 
beyond anything I could imagine. If I stayed at home I guess I would have been working in the hotel industry because I love the hospitality 
industry. I would love to work in tourism. I always imagined myself as a tour guide across Italy and such places. I know how to show people 
a good time. I have no regrets about my decision. My family is proud of me and all they ever wanted was for me to be happy. There are 
days when I could gladly use a two by four and sort out some of the sore heads I come across. The most profound thing about my priestly 
life is that people have shared their most intimate stories with me. I have prayed with them. They told me that I gave them consolation, 
that I helped them. I am so glad about that. I love that I can celebrate the Eucharist. I feel that is such a great honor. Along the way I have 
discovered that I can sing. I learned to play the organ and the guitar. I learned that I am good with words. Sometimes I give a good 
homily. Someone told me that I am a very compassionate person. I guess that helps when you are a priest. Along the way I feel that 
God has guided me on. He has given me gifts I never knew I had. He gave me courage when I was terrified. He taught me how to listen 
well. I hope that some of our young people will respond to the call of God just like I did. Do not be afraid of the process. Wonder and 
discern all you want. Take your time, and when the time is right, surrender to God. He will catch you and He will lead you to the place 
He wants you to be. Enjoy the ride.  

 

With love,  

Fr. Pat 
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