
From the Pastor’s Office 
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
When we were little children preparing in First Communion class we loved reading examples 
from the Gospel like this. “Brother, let me remove that splinter in your eye when you don’t even 
notice the wooden beam in your own eye.” That to us was gold dust. We would sit in the yard at 
break imagining all the gory details. What is it like to have a splinter in your eye? What is it like to 
have a wooden beam in your eye? Then the big reaction, “Uuuuuggghhyugh!”  Jesus gives us a 
clue. “A good person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good, but an evil person 
produces evil.” Before we start pontificating about everything and telling everyone what is wrong 
with them, we are to begin with our own house first. Having embraced the message of Jesus does 
not give us license to go about telling people their faults. We don’t get to be judge and jury. We 
are not the priest confessor doling out penances. My principle concern about my own spiritual 
life is to get my own house in order. I don’t get to be barking the orders to anyone. Let me get my 
own house in order. There is an interesting dynamic between parents and children. When Mom and Dad were children they battled and 
rebelled against the very same things as their own children today. When they were children they hated their parents acting as judge 
and jury. Today they are the parents and they are battling against the same antics that they got up to in their own childhood. Properly, 
nobody gets to be judge and jury. There is nobody who is without sin who can cast the first stone. Knowing that, we should all have a 
little bit of humility. Let me acknowledge to the ones I love that I am not perfect. I made the very same mistakes myself when I was 
your age. Together let us figure this out. Parent and child, mutual respect.  
 

With love, 
Fr. Pat 
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