
From the Pastor’s Office 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

The season of Easter is a magical time. Very quickly the power of the Lord Jesus becomes activated. We see this in the opening words of 
the first lesson from the Acts of the Apostles today, “Many signs and wonders were done among the people at the hands of the 
apostles.” Some kind of transformation took place among the Apostles, unknowns to them. They had seen the Lord. Somehow, they 
had imbibed into themselves the presence of the Lord as well. Just by standing in the public place Peter’s shadow had healing qualities. 
People brought out their sick in order for Peter’s shadow to heal them. That seems bizarre. The real followers of Jesus were found 
among the poor and the sick. There was no way they were going to say anything during the trial of Jesus because powerful Pharisees 
took control of these events and no poor person was going to get in their way. However, when it seemed safe to come out the poor 
came out in their multitudes and asked for healing from Peter. A great number of people became believers. That seems to be the 
anthem of Easter. Great numbers of people became believers. What made it especially powerful was the fact that people testified that 
their Messiah had risen from the dead. We are given a magical moment in the Upper Room with the disciples. The Spirit of Jesus, the 
presence of Jesus, Jesus Himself entered the room to speak to His disciples. Because we are all afraid of ghosts that must have been a 
scary visit from Jesus. If I was in that room I know that I would be buried under Peter freaking out. Jesus’ greeting seems significant. 
Peace be with you. That was the right greeting. Think about it, during the trial and crucifixion of Jesus the Apostles and followers must 
have been traumatized. Peace be with you means let your stress go, relax. The opportunity to see Jesus and meet Him after his death 
must have been amazing. We all pray to see our deceased loved ones again. They were the lucky one. The impact was so great that 
when Thomas came back he was inundated with their joy. “Thomas, you  should have been here. The Lord Jesus came to visit us. You 
should have been there.” If I were Thomas I would feel a little bit cheated that I didn’t get to meet the Lord as well. Thankfully, for 
Thomas the Lord came back to see him. That was kind of nice. To prove to Thomas that he was standing in front of his Lord, Jesus 
allowed him to place his hand into His wound. That suggests that Jesus was part flesh and part Spirit. Later Jesus says something like 
that He was in between Heaven and Earth, that He had not ascended yet. It was like Jesus wanted to say goodbye.  
 

With love,  
Fr. Pat 
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