
From the Pastor’s Office 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
The first lesson today from the Acts of the Apostles brings us to a critical moment in the life of the early Church. From the beginning we 
remind ourselves that practicing Christians still went to the Synagogue to practice their faith as devout Jews. Those who proclaimed 
themselves as followers of Jesus of Nazareth were regarded as a small fanatical sect placed on the edges of Judaism. As the Christian 
Church grew in confidence Jews criticized them for baptizing new members without requiring them to become Jews first. In other 
words, to put it plainly, they needed to be circumcised. Paul and the other leaders of the Christian Church in Antioch took exception to 
this. It all came to a head when Peter came to visit the community. Peter was impressed by the Christians in Antioch. He really enjoyed 
himself there. One night while they were having supper together as a community, Peter sat down with the new Gentile Christians and 
enjoyed their company. Suddenly, envoys came to visit from Jerusalem. In order to avoid trouble at the table, Peter moved away from 
the Gentile Christians to sit over there with the Jewish Christians. Paul witnessed this as a terrible insult. The Christian community in 
Antioch will not be a two-tier community of those acceptable and those who were not acceptable. Paul was very angry with Peter. The 
whole thing came to a head with an emergency Council being called in Jerusalem. They discussed the status of Gentiles who joined the 
Christian community. Paul insisted that there be no requirement for them to become Jews first. He saw that as unjust. The Council 
debated and finally they came to a decision. Let those who enter the Christian community, especially those from Gentile origin not be 
encumbered with Judaism. Christianity has its own identity. Let it not be regarded as a sideline of mainstream Judaism. Jewish authority 
will not have authority among Christians. The Council of Jerusalem sent an official statement to the Christians in Antioch inviting them 
to full participation in the community without any expectation coming from Judaism. This statement was a critical moment in the life of 
the early Church. Had they turned towards mainstream Judaism it is possible to say that we might not have a Christian Church today.  
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