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Vanity of vanities, all is vanity. I remember when I was about 17, it was all the rage to wear a second-hand 
army coat. All my friends had them. They looked so hip and cool. Eventually, my brother got tired of wearing 
his, so I grabbed the coat as quickly as I could. That is the way of the world when you come from a large 
family. You get used to hand-me-downs. There I was, walking downtown with my friends acting all 
fashionable and fitting in beautifully. I was a fashionista. That is, until one day I saw my reflection in the 
window. I looked great from the front, but when I turned around to see myself from the back, I realized that I 
had a very big, voluminous behind. Immediately I took off the coat and I never wore it again. It is all vanity.  
The stupid man in the gospel lives his own brand of vanity. Look at me, I have loads of money and property. That is kind of a trend in 
today’s world. Now we all have to have the latest thing, the latest fashion. I only bought my iPhone a few months ago, but I want to buy 
the new one that is coming out next week. I have to wear designer clothes, even though I can’t afford them. What’s with all those 
selfies? All the kids spend their days posing into their phones. It began to look ridiculous a long time ago. Half the photos on our phones 
are shots of me posing at the bathroom mirror. All is vanity. This stupid man in the gospel is so preoccupied with himself that he spends 
his days gathering and gathering more and more. He is so bloated that he has to go and buy himself more barns. Do you notice this 
thing? If I live in a small home I am able to pack it with stuff. If I own a huge home I am able to pack it with stuff just as easily. We are 
forever gathering things we don’t need, just to have stuff. A day will come when it all looks ridiculous, just like me and my army coat. All 
you need to do is take a look at your own reflection in a mirror.  
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