
From the Pastor’s Office 
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
According to the American way every child who enters a competition must get a prize at the end, even though 
they have not won. The idea is that we don’t want our children ever to feel disappointment. We want to 
smooth the way for them at every opportunity. Parents will intervene on their children’s behalf. They know 
the chief executive and they ask to allow their child to be hired. I am the other candidate sitting outside 
waiting for an interview. What I didn’t know is that the job is already taken because Daddy or Mommy 
intervened at the crucial point. We don’t want our children to have to strive or compete because they might 
be disappointed. Everyone has to be a winner. That doesn’t make sense because the world is not set up that 
way. We must allow our children to compete. They must learn character building by learning to stand on their own feet. Isn’t that why 
people applaud sports. Our children learn to be part of a team. They learn loyalty. They learn to have some fight in them. At the end 
they all rise or fall together. This is character building. In the second reading today, the writer says, “endure your trials as discipline.” 
The writer goes on, “all discipline seems a cause not for joy but for pain, yet later it brings the peaceful fruit of righteousness. So, 
strengthen your drooping hands.” Living the faith can be very demanding. Most of the time we coast along but sometimes things in life 
can be testing. What about when there is ill health. The news is not great. Difficult times ahead. I turn to God for faith and strength. 
There are no phone calls to the CEO’s office. There are no prizes. You are on your own. In those difficult times in our lives we must find 
discipline, focus. Difficult times in life challenge us to have faith in God. All will be well. All will not be so well. Who knows? But we know 
that God is watching over us. What happens, happens. We will figure this out somehow because we know that God will be with us.   
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