
From the Pastor’s Office 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
I try to imagine Jesus as a guest at this dinner, the home of a prominent Pharisee. Straight away I wonder 
what Jesus is doing at the dinner at all. I thought Jesus and the Pharisees didn’t get on too well. Maybe we 
were wrong. It makes sense to say that not every Pharisee was such a terrible person. However, we are 
suspicious. There must be some Pharisee interior mo ve. Maybe they just want to have a look at this 
maverick. Jesus comes across as not very gracious. The rules tell us that when you come to someone’s house 
as a guest, you must display your manners. You delight in everything. Everyone’s conversa on is wonderful. 
The dinner was great. I suspect Jesus’ conversa on happened outside in the courtyard. People are milling 
about drinking their wine, mingling, making polite conversa on. Some people are hard at it enjoying their 
serious conversa ons. Because Jesus was a bit of a celebrity, I suspect people were drawn to Him to engage with Him on the important 
ma ers of the day. This allows Jesus to be honest and truthful with His opinions. First, Jesus comments on the seats and the places of 
honor. Every big banquet I have been to has people who sit in places of honor. There is lots of bowing and acknowledging and 
obsequiousness. Jesus says we shouldn’t grab the best seats. Be er to sit in a lower place so that the host can invite you to go higher. 
Jesus concludes by saying that everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted. I am 
being very disrespec ul to Jesus, but I feel like saying, can you give it a rest, Jesus? You are at a dinner party. Everyone is well dressed. 
Everyone is very polite and then you come forth with one of your speeches. Worse than that, Jesus then tackles His host. At some 
point, Jesus comes across as rude. I suspect He had one glass of wine too many.  
 

With love,  
Fr. Pat 
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