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5th Sunday of Lent
 ▶ Ezekiel 37:12-14 • 
Prophecy of restoration

 ▶ Romans 8:8-11 • The 
flesh and the Spirit

 ▶ John 11:1-45 • The 
raising of Lazarus

Mysteries
Scripture Background
This information isn’t meant to be read aloud, but as background. If helpful, share 
some of it in conversation with the group.

As we get closer to Jesus’ death and resurrection, the scripture readings all focus 
on resurrection and new life today. The connection between the first reading 
from Ezekiel, in which God promises to raise the dead from their graves, and the 
Gospel reading couldn’t be more apparent. Although all Christians might not be 
familiar with Ezekiel’s prophecy, Jews in Jesus’ time would have known it well. 

Opening Prayer
Pray the following aloud together, beginning with the Sign of the Cross:

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Good and Gracious God,  
      thank you for this gathering to reflect on your Word of Life.

Open our eyes and ears  
      so that we may see and hear the message you have for us today.

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Gospel Reading: John 11:1-45
Ask someone to read this passage aloud, then pause for a minute of silence.

Ask: What struck you about this reading or the liturgy this week?

Allow for sharing. Move on to the next section once the sharing has died down.

Reflections on the Reading
Invite each person in the circle to read one paragraph aloud:

The first reading from Ezekiel is perfectly paired with the Gospel reading of 
the raising of Lazarus. Ezekiel hears God say very clearly that God will raise his 
people from the dead, animating them with the spirit that will bring them back 
to life. The second reading from St. Paul also addresses the Jewish and Christian 
theological question, “Is death the end of everything?” Paul is as emphatic as 
Ezekiel. No. “The One who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also.” 

Of course, it might seem easy to believe in life after death until we have 
had a loved one die. Martha and Mary might have believed in an afterlife 
because, as Jews, they would have been familiar with the promise from Eze-
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kiel. Yet when their brother died and the reality of him being gone for four days 
sank in, they doubted too. Not only did they doubt, but they grieved deeply, and 
even got angry at Jesus. Martha told Jesus she believes Lazarus “will rise, in the 
resurrection on the last day,” but believing that didn’t lessen her other perfectly 
normal human emotions. 

Even after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, mysteries remain. Why didn’t 
Jesus go to Lazarus immediately when the sisters summoned him? Why did he 
let them experience heart-breaking sadness for four days? Why did Jesus cry 
if he knew he would raise Lazarus from the dead? Why did Jesus raise Lazarus 
but not others who died during his lifetime? Why do some people today get to 
experience healing miracles, but others don’t? Why do we have to wait for the 
resurrection of the dead to see our loved ones again? 

These readings today don’t solve any mysteries of our faith. They don’t give us 
answers about God, but they point to the complete conviction of three different 
biblical writers who do not doubt that Jesus is “the resurrection and the life.” 

Questions for Discussion
Read each question aloud, one at a time, followed by time for sharing. 

What most stands out to you when you hear the Gospel reading today? 
Why?

 If you have lost a loved one(s), did that affect on what you believe about 
the afterlife? How so? 

What emotions or feelings might these readings and reflections be inviting 
you to admit and express more fully in this coming week: to yourself, a 

trusted friend, or God?

Closing Prayer
Pray the following aloud together:

Jesus, may what we have heard and discussed today inspire us to leave here  
committed to living as more faithful disciples. 

Amen.


