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I think in another life I must have been a movie director. Sometimes, when I read a piece of scripture I 
imagine the scene. The story of Lazarus raised from the dead would make a perfect movie. Lazarus and his 
sisters seem like a nice family, much respected members of the community. He has two nice sisters who live 
with him. The family has lived in this place for many years. We learn that Jesus has become their friend. This 
home is a place Jesus could escape to when He wanted to get away for a while. Poor Lazarus has been 
poorly, and now he is dead. What a tragedy for the family. It is only natural that they want to notify Jesus 
because He is a famous healer. Maybe it is not too late. Maybe Jesus can do something. Unfortunately, Jesus 
is away with his disciples. When the news of Lazarus’ death reached Jesus, he didn’t seem too perturbed. If that was any of us we 
would drop everything and dash as fast as we can to be there. Jesus decided to wait a while before he went to visit Lazarus. We wonder 
why. The miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead was going to be something great to behold. In order for the miracle to have a big 
impact it was necessary for everyone to know that Lazarus was completely dead. Let there be no doubt about it. When Jesus arrived 
there was a commotion. Martha was not too pleased to see Jesus arrive late. Would you blame her? We thought you were our friend. 
Neighbors watched and waited. Judgmental eyes were on Jesus. Mary took refuge in the home probably getting things ready for the 
funeral. The Pharisees gathered, no doubt notebooks in hand. Everyone was looking at Jesus. Gingerly He walked to the tomb His body 
shaking with emotion. The great Hollywood moment arrived. Jesus stood at the entrance to the tomb and a great silence descended. 
Jesus cried out, “Lazarus, come forth.” The moment is filled with emotion. They waited to see what would happen next. Then they saw 
him. Lazarus came forth, a ghost come back from the dead. I suspect everyone was shocked. This is unnatural. This is not supposed to 
happen. The Pharisees will have a field day with this. Now we have evidence from our own eyes. It doesn’t matter what good Jesus did, 
now they were going to arrest Him. After all, He is a troublemaker. The raising of Lazarus from the dead was the spark that lit the fuse. 
After this everything falls asunder. Lazarus is left in the arms of his sisters while Jesus is carted off to jail. A Shakespeare quote comes to 
mind. “The evil that men do lives after them. The good is oft interred with their bones.” 
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