
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 8, 2023 

St. Elizabeth Roman Catholic Parish 

Parish Established 1908 • Church Dedicated 1947 

Confessions 

Saturday 

8:45 am 
4th Sunday of the month Filipino Mass at 4:00 PM 

PARISH OFFICE 
Office Hours—Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm 

809 S. Broom Street     (302) 652-3626 
Wilmington, DE 19805-4244      Fax (302) 656-7513 
 

Vy. Rev. Roger F. DiBuo, V.F., STL, Pastor 
rdibuo@steparish.org 

 

Deacon Ken Pulliam, Permanent Deacon 
kenneth.pulliam@comcast.net 
 

Deacon Walter (Jay) Ferris, Permanent Deacon 
wally157@msn.com 
 

Lisa Borgia, Parish Pastoral Assistant 
lborgia@steparish.org     (302) 652-3626 
 

Parish & School Staff     (302) 656-3369 
Susan Testerman, Secretary & Bookkeeper  x3044 
Paul Papili, Maintenance     x3059 
Teresa Campbell, Business Manager   x3098 

www.steparish.org Sunday Mass will be live streamed at 10 AM 
on Facebook and posted on the website. 

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wed    

Friday   

Saturday   

 

12:15 pm 

7:15 am 

7:15 am 

12:15 pm 

8:15 am 

Holy Hour 

Monday & Friday 

12:45-1:45 pm 

Sat. Vigil 
 

4:00 pm 
 

Sunday  
 

7:30 am 
 

10:00 am 

MASS SCHEDULE 

St. Elizabeth Percussion Line 



Mass cards are available in the Parish Office—$10 Offering 
Please call or visit the parish office to inquire about dates.  

Masses can be said for birthday’s, anniversaries, 
special intentions, etc.  

Sat 4:00 pm Brianna Albano 
People of the Parish 

Sun 7:30 am Annamay Cecilia Claffey 

 10:00 am Peter & Ulah Gachetti 
Mary Pacchioli 

Mon 12:15 pm Jean (Betty) Petroulis 

Tues 7:15 am Justine Donahue 

Wed 7:15 am Rose Piccirilli 
Howard P. West, III 

Fri 12:15 pm Rose Piccirilli 

Sat 8:15 am Rose Piccirilli 

 4:00 pm Francis DiFilippo, Anne 
Dougherty, and Lucille DiFilippo 

Sun 7:30 am Gail Elizabeth Dillon 
People of the Parish 

 10:00 am Mary Pacchioli 
Sylvia Massa 

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 8, 2023 

Notes from Fr. Roger 
Mensajes de Padre Roger 
 

City Deanery 
The Catholic Church in the City of Wilmington 

Cathedral of St. Peter l St. Ann l St. Anthony of Padua l St. Elizabeth 
St. Hedwig l St. Joseph l St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 

St. Patrick l St. Paul l St. Thomas the Apostle 
——————————————————————————–—————————————————-- 

Mass Intentions 10/7-10/15 

The 10 parishes of the City Deanery 
invite you to 

 

The Feast Day 
of Bl. Carlo Acutis 

 

Thursday, October 12, 2023 
8:00 AM—4:00 PM 

 

“To always be close to Jesus, that is my life plan.” 
Bl. Carlo Acutis 

Alumni Sunday News 
Parking will be restricted in the church lot and on 
Cedar Street next Sunday, October 8 due to the 
Alumni Block Party. The areas will be closed 
beginning at 8am so that entertainment, games and 
food trucks can be set up safely and securely. We 
appreciate your understanding as we welcome alumni 
and their families back to Cedar Street and the 
campus. Mass takes place at 10am, followed by the 
Legacy Pinning in church approximately 11:30am and 
the Alumni Block Party 12-3pm on Cedar Street, the 
church parking lot and 
surrounding outdoor 
areas. Thank you for 
your Benedictine 
hospitality in welcoming 
St E alumni & families. 
Registration for these 
events is required at 
www.steschools.org/
alumni/alumni/alumni-
events  

 

Eucharistic Exposition 
and Adoration 

 

Sacrament of Penance is available from 
3:00—4:00 PM 

http://www.steschools.org/alumni/alumni/alumni-events
http://www.steschools.org/alumni/alumni/alumni-events
http://www.steschools.org/alumni/alumni/alumni-events


October 1 $8,737.00 

Online $3,809.50 

Total $12,546.50 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Stewardship + Offertory 

Doris Wilds 

Jack McDermott, III 

Herman McDermott 

Kathleen Matarese 

Darlene Bargelski 

Joseph Korup 

Maryann Berry 

Tab Smith 

Debbie Buchler 

Harry Bargelski, Jr. 

Jolynn Maniscalc 

James Creedon 

Jack McDermott, I 

Claudette Bargelski 

Kathy McDermott 

Lorraine Talmo  

Pray for... 

We believe  
in the power of prayer. 

 

Please notify the office of 
changes in yours or a loved 
one’s health so that we might 
properly focus our prayers. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered on 
Saturday morning after the 8:15 AM mass. 
 
The Anointing of the Sick may be requested after mass if 
you are preparing for surgery. “Last Rites” can always be 
requested at home or at the hospital. It is best to do so 
when the person is still able to participate in the prayer. 
 
Funerals - Funeral directors will contact the church and 
make arrangements for you.  
 
Weddings - Call for scheduling and PreCana. Couples 
should contact the parish at least 1 year in advance.  
 
Baptisms - Baptisms will be celebrated on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 11:15 AM. Please attend the 10:00 AM mass. 
Families should register in the parish. Discuss dates with 
Lisa in the parish office when you are ready. Participation 
in one preparation session is required. This can be done 
before the birth of your child. 

Sacraments 

Please join us on Saturday, 10/28 to pray the Devotion of 
the Thousand Hail Marys, starting at 9:00 am (after the 8:15 
mass). This devotion takes about 5 hours, however you do 
not need to be able to stay the entire time. Light 
refreshments are provided. The Thousand Hail Marys is a 
"super rosary" well meditated on all the mysteries of our 
salvation, which bring many graces to all participants. 
Consider praying with us for all your personal intentions.  

1,000 Hail Marys Devotion Commemorative Candles  
for the week of October 8 

 

Happy Birthday John Wilczynski 
 

Happy Birthday Gill DelValle 
 

In memory of Jeanne Harris 
 

In memory of William F. McLaughlin, Jr. 
 

In memory of Eileen McLaughlin Pyle 
 

Commemorative Candles - $10 Offering  
-  card available to send  - 

Legion of Mary Chapter 
(Praesidium) 

We would like to extend an open invitation to all the  
men and women of our parish to our weekly 

Meetings Saturdays at 9 a.m. in the Church’s 
Altar Server Sacristy. If you are interested, please contact 

Deacon Ken at the parish office: 302-652-3626 
We look forward to praying with you.. 

Our St. Elizabeth Devotion is a time to gather in 
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, to 

encounter the Word, Benediction, and the St. 
Elizabeth Prayer, Litany and Hymn. We 

celebrate this devotion to honor our patroness, to 
learn from her story and to strengthen us to be a 

community that stands up for life as 
Elizabeth did.  

 

Please join us  
Monday, November 6 at 6:00 PM 

 
 

There is a Blessing of the Child in the Womb at the 
conclusion. If you have received the good news that you are 

pregnant, come for the blessing. 

St. Elizabeth Devotion 

Bottles for Babies 
Please pick up a bottle on your way out of church and 
help support the work of Birthright of Delaware! 



“An old Irish proverb says, ‘It is in the shelter of each other that the 
people live.’ Indeed, we are created to depend upon one another 
and walk together in suffering. But when family members or 
friends approach life's end, we may not know how best to ‘shelter’ 
them. Here are some concrete ways we can compassionately care 
for them: usccb.org/end-of-life-care.”  

 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 

Caring for Loved Ones at Life’s End  

Christian Formation 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                                       (302) 652-3626 
 

Religious Ed. classes (Grades 1-8)      
Sundays from 9:00-9:50 & 10:00 AM mass 

 

Barbara Maddams, Coordinator 
Eileen Lisowski, Sacramental Prep 

Word of Life 

Vocation Reflection 
Pray that men and women will be open to the voice of the Lord, 
asking the Holy Spirit and our Blessed Mother to help them 
recognize and answer His call to serve Him as a priest, deacon or 
in the consecrated life. If you think God 
is calling you to be a priest, deacon, 
religious brother or sister, contact Fr. 
Carroll. 302-573-3113, www.cdow.org/
vocations  or vocations@cdow.org. 
Check out the Facebook page  
“Vocations Diocese of Wilmington” 

Outreach is aware that one of the biggest problems facing some 
members of our community is food insecurity. If you or someone 
you know is having trouble feeding their family please call 302-652
-3626 and leave us a message by selecting the Outreach option. 
Please leave your name, phone number and best time to reach 
you. 

Outreach 

Family Promise 
Would you like to prepare and share dinner with families currently 
at Jesus House with Family Promise? For more information about 
this ministry please reach out to the parish office. 

What Is So Special About the 
Priesthood? 

The answer is the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist! 
Through it the priest offers the most sublime of sacrifices, that of 
God the Son to God the Father, applying the merits of Calvary to 

our lives today. 

Prayer for 
Radical Solidarity 

O Blessed Mother, at the angel’s word you went 
 in haste to the aid of your cousin Elizabeth. 
Although pregnant yourself, you placed her 
needs before your own.  
 

By your example of radical solidarity, teach us 
to reverence and protect those in need, without 
conditions or expectations. Ask your Son to 
give us unfailing determination to witness to 
the profound dignity of every person, at every 
stage and in every circumstance. 
 

In that first Eucharistic procession, you carried 
Jesus to Elizabeth in her time of need. Obtain 
for us the grace to bring Christ to any expectant 
mother who is alone and afraid.  
 

May our support help them to find hope and 
strength in the Lord.  
 

Amen. 
 

Copyright © 2023, USCCB, Washington, D.C.  
All rights reserved. 

The Parish Choir is just kicking off their 2023-2024 season, 
and welcomes new members! 

 

The choir meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 
pm for rehearsal and sings at the 10 AM or 4 PM mass, with 

a call time I hour beforehand. 
 

For more information, please reach out to our music 
director, Marion Jacob at mjacob@steparish.org or to 

Fr. Roger at rdibuo@steparish.org  

Parish Choir 

Liturgy 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Marion Jacob               mjacob@steparish.org 
 Director 
 

Jean Scalessa          jeanscalessa@gmail.com 
 Funeral Coordinator 

Are you in 4th grade or above and interested in being 
an altar server at Sunday Mass? If you are, let Fr. 
Roger know and we can set up a training session and 
begin as a crossbearer to observe. 

Saint Elizabeth’s Servants of the Deanery would like to ask for 
your help. We are raising money to be able to bring Treasurers of 
our Faith, Events and Speakers to our parish.   
 

With your $5 DONATION, 
you will get a 25% off Coupon from Boscov's! 

 

In-Store Only 
Event Date: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 

Store Hours: 8am-11pm 
 

You will be able to use this discount cou-
pon on Wednesday, October 18th at any 
Boscov's. You will also be eligible for a 

chance to win $100.  Each Boscov's store will be giving away $100 
to a lucky winner in their store!  
  

We will be selling coupons after Masses the next two 
weekends. We can accept cash or check (made out to St. 
Elizabeth Catholic Church). You may also contact us at (302) 
897-3022, servantsofthedeanery@gmail.com, or the parish 
office at (302) 652-3626. 
 

Thank you so much for your support! 





Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today's Gospel follows directly after last Sunday's Gospel in 
which Jesus was questioned by Jewish religious leaders about 
the source of his teaching authority. After refusing to answer their questions, Jesus tells the parable of the two sons and then 
criticizes the priests and elders for their lack of belief in John the Baptist. 
 
In today's Gospel, Jesus once again speaks to the priests and elders with a parable. In this parable, the landowner leases 
his vineyard to tenants and sends his servants to collect the portion of the harvest that the tenants owe to him. Several times 
the servants are sent to collect payment, and each time they are beaten and killed by the tenants. Finally, the landowner 
sends his son to collect his rent. The tenants, believing that they will inherit the vineyard if the landowner dies without an 
heir, plot together and kill the landowner's son. 
 
After telling the parable, Jesus questions the chief priests and elders about what the landowner will do to the wicked tenants. 
They all agree that the landowner will kill the wicked tenants and give the land to new tenants who will pay the rent. 
 
In telling the parable, Jesus is clearly drawing upon Isaiah 5:1-7, which is today's first reading and one that the priests and 
elders would have known well. Jesus doesn't, therefore, have to explain the symbolism of the parable; the Pharisees would 
have understood that the vineyard represented Israel, the landowner represented God, the servants represented the proph-
ets, and the bad tenants represented the religious leaders. Yet Jesus nonetheless explains the meaning of the parable for 
his audience: the Kingdom of God will be taken from the unbelieving and given to the faithful. The chief priests and elders 
have condemned themselves with their answer to Jesus' question. 
 
Today's Gospel has a parallel in Mark 12:1-12. There are some notable differences, however. In Matthew's version, the reli-
gious leaders condemn themselves; in Mark's Gospel, Jesus answers his own question. Matthew names the religious lead-
ers as Pharisees and chief priests. Clearly this Gospel shows the tension that was mounting between Jesus and the Jewish 
religious leaders who thought that his message was dangerous. Matthew's Gospel was written about 70 years after Jesus' 
death and reflects the conflicts and tensions found in the Christian community for whom Matthew was writing. Many biblical 
scholars believe that the tension between Matthew's community and their Jewish neighbors can also be heard in today's 
reading. 
 
This Gospel reminds us of the importance of listening to God's word. God speaks to us in many ways—through Scripture, 
through our Church tradition, in our Church's teaching, and through modern-day prophets. Are we attentive and receptive to 
God's word to us through these messengers? 
 

This Sunday’s Readings 
First Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7 

The Lord compares the house of Israel to a vineyard. 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 80:9,12-16,19-20 

The Lord protects his vineyard, the house of Israel. 
Second Reading: Philippians 4:6-9 
Paul encourages the Philippians to stay faithful to the 

teaching they received from him. 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 21:33-43 

Jesus tells the parable about the wicked tenants. 

Family Connection 
In an ideal household, family members know the rules and follow them consistently. Even the most conscientious among us, 
however, sometimes needs to be reminded of the rules and their importance. How we respond to such correction reveals our 
true character. In today's Gospel Jesus exposes the religious leaders for their failure to heed God's messengers. It is an op-
portunity for us to consider how we respond to those 
who are God's messengers today, calling us to correct 
our ways and return to the way of the Lord. 
 
As you gather as a family, talk about some of the most 
important rules of your household. Consider how con-
sistently family members follow these rules. How are 
family members reminded when rules are not being fol-
lowed? How do they respond? In today's Gospel Jesus 
corrects the religious leaders through a parable telling 
them that they have not heeded God's messengers. 
Read Matthew 21:33-43. What are some of God's rules 
that we must follow? How do we respond to God's mes-
sengers today? Pray together as a family that you will 
heed God's messengers and follow God's ways. Pray 
together the Act of Contrition for the times when your 
family has not heeded God's word. 



It is with great excitement that St. Elizabeth High School introduces the 
Viking Pathways program, which will be implemented at the start of the 
2024-25 academic year. The Viking Pathways program supplements 
our existing college preparatory program. Interested students will be 

able to specialize and align many of their electives to one of four 
pathways: Medical, Education, Business, or Technology.  

 
Students who choose to participate in the Viking Pathways program will 
remain engaged with our renowned college preparatory program, while 
completing coursework that would make them eligible for a professional 

certification upon graduation or college credits through our dual 
enrollment partnerships. A key facet of the Viking Pathways program is 

the ability to participate in co-ops with strategic partners during a 
student’s senior year. The co-op programming will begin in full during 

the 2025-26 academic year, making our current freshmen and 
sophomores eligible for certification or college credits in their chosen 

pathway. Our current juniors will be able to take advantage of many of 
our Viking Pathway elective courses. 

 
Now is the BEST time to explore our #VKNation at our High School 

OPEN HOUSE event! 
Learn what it means to be a Viking, straight from our very own student 
leaders on your personalized tour of our campus Sunday, October 15th 

10:00am - 1:00pm. 
Can’t wait that long to visit campus? Schedule a Viking for a Day Visit! 

Register for Open House and schedule for Viking Visit 
at www.steschools.org/admissions 

St. Elizabeth School News 
Benedictine Spirit 

Viking Pride 
1500 Cedar Street   Wilmington, Delaware 19805 

(302) 656-3369 
www.steschools.org 

 

Fr. Roger DiBuo, Pastor 
rdibuo@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

Mr. Joseph Papili, President  
jpapili@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

Early Childhood Program & Elementary  
Pre K 3– 8 

Shaquona Meyers, Principal 
smeyers@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

St Elizabeth High School 
9th-12th grade 

Mr. Patrick Jordan Principal 
pjordan@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

Mrs. Caitlin Finkley, Marketing/Communication 
cfinkley@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

Mrs. Christine Nottingham, Admissions Director 
cnottingham@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 


