
St. Elizabeth Roman Catholic Parish 
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Confessions 

Saturday 

8:45 am 
4th Sunday of the month Filipino Mass at 4:00 PM 

PARISH OFFICE 
Office Hours—Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm 

809 S. Broom Street     (302) 652-3626 
Wilmington, DE 19805-4244      Fax (302) 656-7513 
 

Vy. Rev. Roger F. DiBuo, V.F., STL, Pastor 
rdibuo@steparish.org 

 

Deacon Ken Pulliam, Permanent Deacon 
kenneth.pulliam@comcast.net 
 

Deacon Walter (Jay) Ferris, Permanent Deacon 
wally157@msn.com 
 

Lisa Borgia, Parish Pastoral Assistant 
lborgia@steparish.org     (302) 652-3626 
 

Parish & School Staff     (302) 656-3369 
Susan Testerman, Secretary & Bookkeeper  x3044 
Paul Papili, Maintenance     x3059 
Teresa Campbell, Business Manager   x3098 

www.steparish.org Sunday Mass will be live streamed at 10 AM 
on Facebook and posted on the website. 

Monday   

Tuesday   

Wed    

Friday   

Saturday   

 

12:15 pm 

7:15 am 

7:15 am 

12:15 pm 

8:15 am 

Holy Hour 

Monday & Friday 

12:45-1:45 pm 

Sat. Vigil 
 

4:00 pm 
 

Sunday  
 

7:30 am 
 

10:00 am 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Fifth Sunday 

in Ordinary 

Time 
 

February 4, 2024 
 

Viktor the Viking  
welcomes our students  

during Catholic Schools Week 



Sat 4:00 pm Ignatius & Emily Szafranski 

Sun  7:30 am Joseph Jezyk 

10:00 am 
Pat & Leonard Jezyk 
People of the Parish 

Mon 12:15 pm Denice Marie Fioravanti 

Tues 7:15 am NO DAILY MASS 

Wed 7:15 am NO DAILY MASS 

Fri 12:15 pm Edward Banack 

Sat  8:15 am Christopher Fortugno 

4:00 pm 
Brain Sharkey 
People of the Parish 

Sun  7:30 am Rafael Ruiz 

10:00 am Edward Banack 

Mass cards are available in the Parish Office—$10 Offering 
We have masses available as soon as February 14.  

Masses can be said for birthday’s, anniversaries, 
special intentions, etc.  

Please call or visit the parish office to inquire about dates. 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 4, 2024 

Stewardship + Offertory 

Mass Intentions 2/3-2/11 
Notes from Fr. Roger 
Mensajes de Padre Roger 
 

City Deanery 
The Catholic Church in the City of Wilmington 

Cathedral of St. Peter l St. Ann l St. Anthony of Padua l St. Elizabeth 
St. Hedwig l St. Joseph l St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception 

St. Patrick l St. Paul l St. Thomas the Apostle 
——————————————————————————–—————————————————-- 

January 28 $3,560.00 

Online $1,579.50  

Total $5,139.50 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 

Announcement 
from our Boy Scout Troop 

Scout Sunday 
February 4 

Christopher Joseph Culley, Jr. has achieved 
the rank of Eagle Scout, the highest award a 
youth can earn in the Boy Scouts of        
America. Chris is a member of Troop 285, 
which is sponsored by St. Elizabeth Church. 
Chris joined the troop in 2015 and moved 
through the seven ranks over his tenure. He 
attended eight summer camps over his career 
in the Scouts. In 2020, he became the Senior 
Patrol Leader, the highest position and leader 
of the Troop. He completed his Eagle Scout 
project at Bellanca Airfield Museum, New 
Castle. Chris, with the help of his troop,    
family, and friends, repainted interiors,        
reorganized artifacts, and scrapped and 
prepped the doors of the Airfield Service 
Hanger. Following the completion of the     
project, Chris passed a formal review and    
received national approval. In May 2023, he 
graduated from the First State Military     
Academy, Dover. He is currently a freshman 
at Virginia Commonwealth University,      
Richmond, VA. His family are parishioners of 
St. Elizabeth Church. Chris will receive his 
award at a special ceremony on Scout      
Sunday, 2/4/2024, in Grant Hall, following 
10am mass. 

Did you know that there are six African Americans 
known as the Saintly Six currently being considered 
for sainthood from all parts of country? There are four 
Venerables: Augustus Tolton (Chicago), Henriette  
DeLille (New Orleans), Pierre Tousaint (New York 
City), and Mother Mary Elizabeth Lange (Baltimore). 
There are two Servants of God: Julia Greeley 
(Denver) and Sr. Thea Bowman (Mississippi). The 
process of becoming a Saint starts with being         
declared a Servant of God, then made a Venerable, 
then beatified as a Blessed, and then canonized a 
Saint. 

Fun Fact about 
Black Catholic History #1 



Our Facebook page, “St. 
Elizabeth Parish” has 
been hacked. 
At this point, no one    
connected to the parish is 
able to manage the page. 
We are working to see 
what our next steps are. 
 

For livestreamed, and 
recorded, masses please 
check out our YouTube 
page. Use the YouTube 
app or youtube.com and 
search for ‘St. Elizabeth 
Church Wilmington DE’ or 
scan the QR code.  

 

Please share this information with anyone who follows us 
on Facebook. Thank you! 

Our St. Elizabeth Devotion is a time to   
gather in the presence of the Blessed      
Sacrament, to encounter the Word,        

Benediction, and the St. Elizabeth Prayer, 
Litany and Hymn. We celebrate this        

devotion to honor our patroness, to learn 
from her story and to strengthen us to be 

a community that stands up for life  
as Elizabeth did.  

 

Please join us  
Monday, February 5 at 6:00 PM 

 

There is a Blessing of the Child in the 
Womb at the conclusion. If you have    
received the good news that you are  

pregnant, come for the blessing. 

St. Elizabeth Devotion 

Doris Wilds 

Jack McDermott, III 

Herman McDermott 

Kathleen Matarese 

Darlene Bargelski 

Joseph Korup 

Maryann Berry 

Tab Smith 

Debbie Buchler 

Harry Bargelski, Jr. 

Jolynn Maniscalc 

James Creedon 

Jack McDermott, I 

Claudette Bargelski 

Kathy McDermott 

Lorraine Talmo 

Madison McDermott 

Pray for... 

We believe  
in the power of prayer. 

Please notify the office of 
changes in yours or a loved 
one’s health so that we might 
properly focus our prayers. 

Tax statements 
have been sent to 
parishioners who 
have requested 

them in the past and 
all who called thus 

far. 
 

If you would like a 
tax statement from the parish for your offertory donations, 

please call Lisa in the parish office at 302-652-3626.  
The statement can be emailed or printed and mailed or 

picked up from the office. 

Thank You!! 
Outreach would like to thank everyone who donated to the 
Christmas Giving Tree project. Thanks to your generosity 
we were able to help make Christmas brighter for some of 
the clients at the Ministry of Caring, DFS for kids in foster 
care, residents of Hillside House and several of our parish 
families. Thank you! 

February 10 & 11, 2024 
On Saturday, February 10th and Sunday, February 11th 
there will be a Nonperishable Food & Household Items 
Drive at all Masses. Items needed: soup, pasta products 
and sauces, cereal, stews, tuna, jelly, rice, beans, peanut 
butter, coffee, tea bags, juices, canned fruit, soap, tooth 
paste, toilet tissue and laundry detergent. Monetary        
Donations accepted and used to purchase supplies to    
provide, prepare and serve lunch at 
Emmanuel Dining Room by Msgr. 
Grant Council on the 31st of each 
month with 31 days. Please make 
checks payable to: Monsignor Grant 
Council KofC. All contributions will be 
gratefully appreciated. 

Sponsored by Monsignor Grant 
Council of the Knights of Columbus. 

SOUPer Bowl Sunday 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered on 
Saturday mornings after the 8:15 AM mass. 
 
The Anointing of the Sick may be requested after mass if 
you are preparing for surgery. “Last Rites” can always be 
requested at home or at the hospital. It is best to do so 
when the person is still able to participate in the prayer. 
 
Funerals - Funeral directors will contact the church and 
make arrangements for you.  
 
Weddings - Call for scheduling and PreCana. Couples 
should contact the parish at least 1 year in advance.  
 
Baptisms - Baptisms will be celebrated on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 11:15 AM. Please attend the 10:00 AM mass. 
Families should register in the parish. Discuss dates with 
Lisa in the parish office when you are ready. Participation in 
one preparation session is required. This can be done 
before the birth of your child. 

Sacraments 



Vocation Reflection 
“Jesus went away to a secluded place and prayed.” If you 
are seeking greater simplicity of life and a closer following 
of the Lord in prayer and action, consider that He may be 
calling you to the priesthood or consecrated life. Talk to 
your priest or reach out to the Vocations Office, contact 
Fr. Carroll: 302-573-3113, www.cdow.org/vocations, or 
vocations@cdow.org. Check out the Facebook page 
“Vocations Diocese of Wilmington” 

Outreach is aware that one of the biggest problems facing 
some members of our community is food insecurity. If you 
or someone you know is having trouble feeding their family 
please call 302-652-3626 and leave us a message by 
selecting the Outreach option. Please leave your name, 
phone number and best time to reach you. 

Outreach 

Family Promise 
Would you like to prepare and share dinner with families 
currently at Jesus House with Family Promise? For more 
information about this ministry please reach out to the 
parish office. 

Padre Serra Says... 
Jesus told His Disciples, “I came to serve, not to be served.” 

A vocation is a call to serve. It is a profession, an urge, a 
predisposition to undertake a certain kind of work. It is a 
choice for which you are particularly suited. The central 
question always is, “How best can I serve my God and 

others?” 
If you feel a calling to the married life, there are many 

Church ministries from which to choose. Many are in need 
of your service, as a deacon, a Eucharistic minister, a visitor 
to the sick and aged, or an usher. Whatever you choose, do 

something that serves others. When you do this, you are 

(Praesidium) 
We would like to extend an open invitation to all the men  
and women of our parish to our weekly Meetings Saturdays 
at 9 a.m. in the Church’s Altar Server Sacristy. If you are 
interested, please contact Deacon Ken at the parish office: 
302-652-3626. We look forward to praying with you. 

St. Elizabeth is formally welcoming a new Catholic scouting 
organization for dads and sons called the “Troops of St. 
George” (TSG). Specifically, St. Elizabeth is happy to     
introduce you to Troop 302! Our local troop reflects our area 
and its official name is Troop 302 – an area code nod to our 
base of operations. St. Elizabeth parish officially sponsors 
Troop 302 and the State of Delaware recognizes Troop 302 
as an official 501(c)3 non-profit. Troop 302 forms sons and 
dads in their Catholic faith through camping/hiking events, 
repairing church property, and liturgical events such as   
Eucharistic Adoration & processions. Troop 302 convenes 
every 4 – 6 weeks with half-day activities that impart    
Catholic theology along with outdoor and athletic skills. If 
interested in learning more, please feel free to reach out via 
Troop302.org or talk to Fr. Roger after Mass. 

Legion of Mary Chapter 

1,000 Hail Marys Devotion 
Please join us on Saturday, 1/27 to pray the Devotion of the 
Thousand Hail Marys, starting at 9:00 am (after the 8:15 
mass). This devotion takes about 5 hours, however you do 
not need to be able to stay the entire time. Light  
refreshments are provided. Consider praying with us for all 
your personal intentions.  

Parish Choir 
The Parish Choir is beginning their 2024 season,  

and welcomes new members! 
The choir meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 

pm for rehearsal and sings at the 10 AM or 4 PM mass, with 
a call time one hour beforehand. 

For more information, please reach out to our music 
director, Marion Jacob at mjacob@steparish.org or to 

Fr. Roger at rdibuo@steparish.org  

Liturgy 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

Marion Jacob          mjacob@steparish.org 
  Director 
 

Jean Scalessa      jeanscalessa@gmail.com 
  Funeral Coordinator 

Are you in 4th grade or above and interested in 
being an altar server at Sunday Mass? If you 
are, let Fr. Roger know and we can set up a 
training session and begin as a crossbearer to 
observe. 

Christian Formation 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION                    (302) 652-3626 
 

Religious Ed. classes (Grades 1-8)      
Sundays from 9:00-9:50 & 10:00 AM mass 

 

Barbara Maddams, Coordinator 
Ed Graney, Confirmation Prep 

Do you have some time to help others? Are you interested 
in having fun? Do you want to be with other women who 
believe and practice the Catholic faith like you? 
We are Catholic women who, through sisterhood, service, 
and spirituality strengthen our faith while meeting the needs 
of our community and church. We are inclusive, respect life 
and support our Knights of Columbus. Learn more about 
the Columbiettes at www.decolumbiettes.com. Please 
email: piuscolumbiettes@gmail.com or contact Liz Zawisza 
at 302 922 2427 or email hopeliz1224@gmail.com for more      
information. 

Columbiettes 

Invitation to Join  
Troops of St. George 



“A society is all the more human to the degree that it cares 
effectively for its most frail and suffering members, in a spirit 
of fraternal love. Let us strive to achieve this goal, so that 
no one will feel alone, excluded or abandoned.” 

 
Pope Francis, Message for the 29th World Day of the Sick 2021 

© 2020, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. 
All rights reserved. 

Word of Life 

Listen to Catholic Forum each week.  Next Saturday,     
February 10th, learn about Retrouvaille, a program to heal 
marriages, when Deacon Craig and Judy Bickel are the 
guests. Catholic Forum will not air on Relevant Radio 640 
this week due to their fund drive, but you can listen online 
anytime at cdow.org/CatholicForum, or by searching 
“Catholic Forum” on Apple, Spotify, iHeartRadio, or Amazon 
Music podcasts. You can see videos of most interviews at 
YouTube.com/DioceseofWilm.  For photos, information  
regarding upcoming guests, links and more, “Like” Catholic 
Forum on Facebook at facebook.com/
CatholicForum @CatholicForum.  

Good News 
from the Office of Communications 

St. Joseph Church (Middletown) Presents 

“Way of the Cross” 
The Music Ministry of St. Joseph Parish will present a   
Cantata, “Way of the Cross,” on Sunday, February 18, 
2024, 4:00 pm, featuring the Parish Choir, Cantors, and 
orchestra. The work will feature John Sposato as reader 
and Vy. Rev. Mark Kelleher as presider/cantor. It will be 
conducted by Rosemary Hadland, Director of Music       

 

The Benedictus (also known as the Song of  
Zechariah or the Canticle of Zachary), is given in 
the Gospel of Luke 1:68-79.  Zechariah is the 
husband of St. Elizabeth and the father of 
St. John the Baptist. 
 
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; 
he has come to his people and set them free. 
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, 
born of the house of his servant David. 
 
Through his holy prophets he promised of old 
that he would save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us. 
He promised to show mercy to our fathers 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
 
This was the oath he swore to our father 
     Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship him without fear, 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of 
     our life. 
 
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of 
     the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
     way, 
to give his people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
 
In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and  
     the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of  
     peace.   Amen. 

serving God. 
If you feel a calling to priesthood or religious life, ask 

questions and talk to priests or religious. They know that 
surviving isn’t enough. They can help you come to know 

your vocation or career, or even your own true self. 
Above all, start with prayer. Whatever your vocation, if you 
are good at what you do, it is a gift from God. Only through 

prayer will you be able to recognize what vocation gift He 
wants to give to you. 

 

Serra for priestly and religious vocations 

Ministry. An optional Lenten supper in the Parish Hall will 
follow immediately after the performance. 
 “Way of the Cross” is composed by Vince Ambrosetti,    
renowned Catholic publisher, composer, and artist. A     
gorgeous musical setting based on St. Alphonsus Ligouri’s 
prayerful Stations of the Cross; the cantata will allow those 
in attendance to participate in the sung responses for each 
station. The performance will highlight the newly restored 
Stations of the Cross featured in the nave of the St. Joseph 
Church.  
“Way of the Cross” is approximately one hour long. It will be 
followed by a simple Lenten soup and bread supper in St. 
Joseph Hall, provided by the Columbiettes Old Bohemia 
Auxiliary. The concert and dinner are free of charge;     
however, because of limited space, reservations are       
required for the dinner. To reserve a seat for dinner, please 
contact the Parish Office at 302-378-5800 no later than 
February 9, 2023. 



Background on the Gospel Reading 
Today we continue to read from Mark’s Gospel, learning 
more about the ministry of Jesus. Jesus cured Simon’s 
mother-in-law, and she immediately began to serve   
Jesus and his disciples. Jesus also cured many others 
who were brought to him, healing their illnesses and 
driving out demons. As we will see throughout Mark’s Gospel, Jesus did not permit the demons to speak because they knew 
his identity and would have revealed it to those who were present. 
 
On the morning after this busy day, Jesus retreated in prayer, but was pursued by Simon and others who brought news that 
many people were looking for him. At this point in Mark’s Gospel, we begin to see a distinct role for the inner circle of Jesus’ 
disciples—they act as intermediaries between Jesus and the people. Jesus reports to his disciples that they need to leave 
Capernaum to preach in other places. 
 
Today’s Gospel completes a picture of Jesus’ ministry: preaching, curing the sick, driving out demons, and then moving on to 
continue this work in another place. Mark's Gospel tells us that Jesus did this throughout Galilee. 
 
Jesus’ compassion and healing of the sick is a sign of the Kingdom of God. The Church continues to extend Christ’s healing 
presence to others in its ministry to the sick. In the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, the Church prays for spiritual and 
physical healing, forgiveness of sins, and comfort for those who are suffering from illness. 
 
In today’s Gospel we also notice the importance of prayer in Jesus’ daily life. Jesus rose early in the morning, removed    
himself from the crowds, and went to a deserted place to pray. When the disciples found him, he told them that it was time to 
move on. We believe that in his prayers Jesus found guidance and direction from God. We also bring our decision-making to 
God in prayer, asking for his guidance and direction in our lives. 
 

Family Connection 
We know from last week’s Gospel that Jesus gathered 
and prayed with the community in the synagogue.     
Today we learn that Jesus also took the time to pray 
alone. Following the example of Jesus, we also pray 
together with our community, and we take the time to 
pray alone. Our children observe our prayer with others. 
We might want to take the opportunity to talk with them 
about our private prayer, however, so that through our 
example, they may learn to make private prayer an   
important part of their daily lives. 
 
Gather as a family and talk about the ways in which 
your family prays together (at Mass, grace before 
meals, bedtime prayers). Invite each member of the 
family to talk about his or her private prayer: When do 
you pray? Where do you pray? How do you pray? What 
do you pray for? 
 
Jesus modeled for us a life of prayer. Read together 
today’s Gospel, Mark 1:29-39. Talk about this Gospel 
with your family. Ask questions such as the following: 
What do you think Jesus was praying about in today’s 
Gospel? What guidance have you received from God in 
prayer? Conclude by asking God to bless our times of 
prayer so that we can know and follow God’s ways. 
Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

This Sunday’s Readings 
First Reading: Job 7:1-4,6-7 

Job laments his sufferings and his life. 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 147:1-6 

A song of praise for the Lord’s goodness to the lowly. 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19,22-23  
Paul explains the conditions under which he preaches the 

gospel and the reasons why he will not accept financial 
help from the Corinthians. 

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:29-39 
Jesus cures Simon’s mother-in-law  

and many others as well. 

 

 



Our students survived ABC BOOTCAMP and are now letter     
superstars! So how do superstars celebrate? With a fashion show 
of course! Our Kindergarten class strutted down the runway 
sporting their letter-themed outfits while being cheered on by our 
students and their families! 
 

1500 Cedar Street   Wilmington, Delaware 19805 
(302) 656-3369 

www.steschools.org 
 

Fr. Roger DiBuo, Pastor 
rdibuo@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

Mr. Joseph Papili, President  
jpapili@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

Early Childhood Program & Elementary  
Pre K 3– 8 

Shaquona Meyers, Principal 
smeyers@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

St Elizabeth High School 
9th-12th grade 

Mr. Patrick Jordan Principal 
pjordan@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

Mrs. Caitlin Finkley, Marketing/Communication 
cfinkley@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

 

Mrs. Christine Nottingham, Admissions Director 
cnottingham@viking.pvt.k12.de.us 

Benedictine Spirit 
Viking Pride 

St. Elizabeth School News 


