
Seventh Sunday of Easter

Today’s Readings: Acts 1:15 –17, 20a, 20c–26; Psalm 103:1–2, 
11–12, 19-20 (19a); 1 John 4:11–16; John 17:11b –19. There is 
a distinction between ministry and community leadership,   
even liturgical ministry. This point is clarified in Acts. 
Matthias did not put himself forward for appointment to 
leadership, but the community discerned his call by God 
and confirmed it through prayer. Is the approach to ministry 
in our parishes simply a call for any and all volunteers, or is 
it a process of communal discernment about who has been 
called by God for a specific work or role?
 Today’s Psalm proclaims the incomparable vastness of 
God’s love: greater than the distance between earth and sky,  
or east and west. These “distances” stretch us; challenging 
us to seek to comprehend the tender love of God.

 That love is such, we hear in the Second Reading, that 
God remains in us when we love one another and acknowl-
edge Jesus as the Son of God. All it takes to remain in God 
is to remain in love. It sounds simple, but most of us find that 
we step in and out of love during the week.
 It is consoling to hear, though, of Christ praying for his 
followers as he does in today’s Gospel. Jesus prays that his 
followers be kept as one, protected from the evil one, and be 
consecrated in the truth. These followers do not belong to 
the world but still live in the world. Do you find it difficult to 
live out your faith in a world uninterested in God? Is it dif-
ficult to be in this world but belong to God?

Prayer for Discernment
Father,
you have loved us into existence.
When we love one another,
you remain in us.
May we always seek to be rooted in love
and so to remain in you.

You have consecrated us to you.
As we seek to do the work of Christ in 

the world,
help us to rely on you as we discern 

our gifts
and leadership in our communities.
You know our hearts and our needs,
guide us to put our trust in you and in 

your Word.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son,
who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Sunday, May 17, 2015
Discernment
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This Week at Home
Monday, May 18, 2015
Our Refuge
Though they try, the Apostles in today’s Gospel cannot yet 
understand what Jesus is saying. They may grasp what he 
means when he says “the hour is coming” or that they will 
leave him alone. Still, he offers them consolation by telling 
them, “in me you may have peace.” We, too, should be con-
soled by this. At times, we will seem alone; however, we can 
always take refuge in Christ. Today’s Readings: Acts 19:1– 8; 
Psalm 68:2 – 3ab, 4 – 5acd, 6 –7ab (33a); John 16:29 – 33.

Tuesday, May 19, 2015
Glory in the Cross
In today’s Gospel, Jesus shows his readiness for the Cross as 
he prays that the Father glorify him. The discourse notes that 
Christ already has been glorified in his followers, who have 
received Jesus’ words and know that all comes from the 
Father. Concerned for his followers, Jesus asks the Father 
to protect and unify them just as the Father and Son are 
unified. During Easter Time, we might want to pray for 
the unity of Christians. Today’s Readings: Acts 20:17– 27; 
Psalm 68:10 –11, 20 – 21 (33a); John 17:1–11a.

Wednesday, May 20, 2015
Saint Bernardine of Siena, Priest
St. Bernadine (1380-1444) certainly carried out Paul’s 
instructions in today’s reading from Acts. He tended the 
flock in many ways. As a young man, he traveled on foot 
throughout parts of Italy, preaching devotion to the Holy 
Name of Jesus. Taking a break from traveling, he wrote on 
theology and established schools to teach the friars. Within 
two years before his death, he returned to preaching and died 
while preaching on his way to Naples. Today’s Readings: 
Acts 20:28 – 38; Psalm 68:29 – 30, 33 – 35a, 35bc – 36ab (33a); 
John 17: 11b –19.

Thursday, May 21, 2015
Saint Christopher Magallanes, Priest, 
and Companions, Martyrs
Today we honor twenty-two priests and three lay people 
killed during the religious persecution in Mexico between 
1915 and 1937. Christopher Magallenes, whose name repre-
sents the group, was targeted after he taught seminarians dis-
placed when the government closed seminaries. He and the 
other martyrs tended to the sacramental needs of Catholics 
while opposing the use of violence. Today’s Readings: 
Acts 22:30; 23:6 –11; Psalm 16:1– 2a and 5, 7– 8, 9 –10, 11 (1); 
John 17:20 – 26.

Friday, May 22, 2015
St. Rita of Cascia, Religious
Rita of Cascia (1377-1457), an Italian Augustinian nun, is the 
patron of abused wives and mourning women. She had been 
abused by her husband, and after his death and the death of 
their two sons, entered the Augustinian Order. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus gives three commands to Peter. He tells him to 
“feed my lambs,” “tend my sheep,” and “follow me.” St. Rita 
followed Jesus as she cared for sick nuns and counseled indi-
viduals. How is Christ calling you to act in the world when 
he says, “feed my lambs”? Today’s Readings: Acts 25: 
13b – 21; Psalm 103:1– 2, 11–12, 19 – 20ab (19a); John 21:15 –19.

Saturday, May 23, 2015
Follow Me
It can be helpful to see that Jesus’ first followers were some-
times caught up in their all too human concerns. Jesus has 
just told Peter to follow him when Peter asks about John. 
Jesus instructs Peter not to be concerned about John’s role 
and again says, “follow me.” We need to stay focused on how 
we follow Jesus. Concentrating on another’s path will be a 
detriment to our vocation. Today’s Readings: Acts 28:16 – 20, 
30 – 31; Psalm 114:4, 5 and 7 (see 7b); John 21:20 – 25.
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