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             Reflections 
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Vice Minister: Brad Toups, OFS 

Secretary: Mary Dang, OFS 

Spiritual Assistant: Fr.  John Mark Klaus, T.O.R. 

 

Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis 
www.immaculatasfo.org 

email: carol.lieser@gmail.com 

 

 

Fraternity meets first Sunday of the Month, 2:00pm to 4:00pm, Good Shepherd, 1000 Tinker Rd., Colleyville, Texas  76034  

T 

Inquirer/Candidate Formation class meets before Fraternity meeting, 12:30 pm to 1:45 pm, at Good Shepherd 

Immaculata Fraternity is a local fraternity of the Three Companions Region – www.lostrescompaneros.org 

Minister: Carol Lieser, OFS 

Master of Formation: Teresa Stadelman, OFS  

Treasurer: Charles “Chuck” Lieser, OFS 

 1000 Tinker Rd 
Colleyville, Texas 76034 

 

 

It is no use walking anywhere to 

preach unless our walking is our 

preaching. 

St. Francis of Assisi) 

http://www.immaculatasfo.org/
mailto:carol.lieser@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Secular Franciscan 
The way of Life 

 

 
 

 
Immaculata Fraternity meets the First Sunday 
of every month at 2:00pm at Good Shepherd 
in Colleyville.  We welcome you to come and 
join us for prayer, formation and fellowship! 

 

FRATERNITY 

NEWS 

At our September Meeting… 
 
     Approximately 22 were gathered Sunday, the 
day before Labor Day at the Immaculata 
Fraternity Regular Meeting.  We came together for 
prayer, formation, sharing, and a little business.  
Carol Lieser, Fraternity Minister and the Council 
presented their reports.  She shared the news that 
Sr. Adelina Garcia, OFS, Associate Director, 
Office of Evangelization and Catechesis, 
Diocese of San Angelo, will be facilitating the 
Portion Retreat at Good Shepherd Saturday, 
October 26.  Please see the flyer attached to the 
Newsletter for more information on this exciting 
event! 
 

 
Sr. Adelina Garcia, OFS 

 
     After Council presentations, we opened our 
Catholic Catechism and began our lesson on the 
Fifth Commandment, “Thou Shall Not Kill,” 
which was led by our Formation Director, 
Theresa.  We broke up into small groups to 
discuss specific aspects of the Commandment in 
detail. 

~ 
This month’s newsletter is dedicated to our 
Seraphic Father, Saint Francis of Assisi.  Our 
Minister has shared with us a wonderful and 
thought provoking reflection on what drew her 
close to this “radical” and cheerful saint.  Please be 
sure to read her message!  If you are also feel 
drawn to this special saint and want to learn 
more… 

 

Come and see! 

Immaculata Fraternity  

Come and see! 

Every first Sunday, 2:00PM 
 

October 6 

November 3 

Good Shepherd Catholic Community 
1000 Tinker Rd. 

Colleyville, TX 76034 

 

 

__________________ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

creation only because of the Incarnation.  In this 
view, the universe is for Christ and not the reverse: 
that Christ is for the universe. Consider then, that 
the reason for the Incarnation is Love. The Love of 
God is in himself. The free desire that God has to 
share that love with another who can love him as 
perfectly as he loves himself, can only be seen 
through Christ; i.e. only Christ can do this.  Duns 
Scotus says that ‘all the souls that were ever created 
and about to be created could not, cannot and never 
will measure up to the supreme love that Christ has 
for the Trinity.’ The very fact of the preconception 
of the Incarnation in Scotus’ thought means that we 
are co-heirs to this Trinitarian love that Christ 
has. The Incarnation, as viewed by Duns Scotus, 
becomes the unrepeatable, unique, and single 
defining act of God’s love. God, says Scotus, ‘is what 
he is: we know that God exists and we know what 
that existence is: Love’.  Thus, if Man had not 
sinned, Christ would still have come. This was 
predetermined from all eternity in the mind of God 
as the supreme manifestation of his love for the 
creation he brings about in his free act. 

The Incarnation is the effect of God freely choosing 
to end his self-isolation and show who and what He 
is to that creation. Thus, the Incarnation is centered 
on Love and not Sin. God first loved us and all 
creation and then he redeemed us through Christ. 
The first act of our redemption is the Incarnation. 
God sees us in union with him before he sees how 
sin disrupts that relationship between us and him.  

(continued next page) 
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Why am I a Secular 

Franciscan? 

October 2019  Newsletter 

Carol Lieser, OFS 

 

 

     On October 4, we celebrate the Feast of St 
Francis of Assisi. This is a good time for us to reflect 
on why we are Secular Franciscans. I was asked this 
question recently. Caught off guard, I spoke the first 
thing that came to my mind. I “was drawn to the 
active- contemplative nature of St. Francis. The 
relationship I build with God in prayer reaches into 
my daily life where I can also build relationships with 
others. I can share the love, peace, joy, and hope of 
God with others in all that I do.” Later, as I 
considered this answer, it certainly seemed more 
about me than about God and lacked the true 
underpinnings of my call to the Secular Franciscan 
vocation.  

     Considering my answer, I see that there is a 
greater depth to my vocational call than what I 
expressed above. Indeed, prayer is an important and 
necessary part of life for us Franciscans. The chance 
to be present to God who is present to all creatures 
is powerful. We Franciscans are called to the 
Trinitarian nature of prayer.  Our prayer is always 
addressed to God, in the Son, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Our prayer is to be incarnational: we 
come alive to God’s deeds in the greatest gift of 
God: the Incarnation, in which God becomes one 
with us in the Son. The purpose of our prayer is to 
give endless praise and thanksgiving for all that God 
has done and is doing in creation and in our re-
creation through Christ. We receive these gifts from 
God; we serve only as He allows and enables us to 
do.  

The Incarnation is the model for creation: there is a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE 8 
‘‘I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT” 

 
688 The Church, a communion living in the faith of the 
apostles which she transmits, is the place where we know 
the Holy Spirit:  
- in the Scriptures he inspired;  
- in the Tradition, to which the Church Fathers are always 
timely witnesses;  
- in the Church's Magisterium, which he assists;  
- in the sacramental liturgy, through its words and symbols, 
in which the Holy Spirit puts us into communion with 
Christ;  
- in prayer, wherein he intercedes for us;  
- in the charisms and ministries by which the Church is built 
up;  
- in the signs of apostolic and missionary life;  
- in the witness of saints through whom he manifests his 
holiness and continues the work of salvation.  

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 



 

 

 

 

called us in our ordinary, secular daily life, that is 
where we live, where we work and where we 
worship.  Our joy is in serving others as we realize 
how greatly we are loved. Indeed, our God truly 
loves us and invites us into a relationship with Him 
which we are meant to share. This truth, (accepting 
this truth and sharing the truth of such immense 
love) is the ultimate reason why I am a Secular 
Franciscan as the Franciscan fraternity promotes and 
supports me in my desire to do just that.  

Happy Feast Day, brothers and sisters! 

St Francis of Assisi, pray for us! 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us! 
 

 

The Sermon of St. Francis 
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Up soared the lark into the air, 
A shaft of song, a wingéd prayer, 
As if a soul released from pain 
Were flying back to heaven again. 
  
St. Francis heard: it was to him 
An emblem of the Seraphim; 
The upward motion of the fire, 
The light, the heat, the heart’s desire. 
  
Around Assisi’s convent gate 
The birds, God’s poor who cannot wait, 
From moor and mere and darksome wood 
Come flocking for their dole of food. 
  
“O brother birds,” St. Francis said, 
“Ye come to me and ask for bread, 
But not with bread alone to-day 
Shall ye be fed and sent away. 
  
“Ye shall be fed, ye happy birds, 
With manna of celestial words; 
Not mine, though mine they seem to be, 
Not mine, though they be spoken through me. 
  
“Oh, doubly are ye bound to praise 
The great Creator in your lays; 
He giveth you your plumes of down, 
Your crimson hoods, your cloaks of brown. 
  
“He giveth you your wings to fly 
And breathe a purer air on high, 
And careth for you everywhere, 
Who for yourselves so little care!” 
  
With flutter of swift wings and songs 
Together rose the feathered throngs, 
And singing scattered far apart; 
Deep peace was in St. Francis’ heart. 
  
He knew not if the brotherhood 
His homily had understood; 
He only knew that to one ear 
The meaning of his words was clear. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

(Why am I a Secular Franciscan?) 

What the Incarnation shows us is not primarily the 
need for redemption, but the need that is in each 
one of us for love.  

     Wow! How beautiful is that! God is love and all 
that has been, is and ever will be is because God is 
love and is among us in Jesus who is all and ever 
present. 

     So, as I revise my original answer regarding why 
I am a Secular Franciscan, I must say that the 
Trinitarian and Incarnational attitude of St Francis 
has drawn me to this order. These views prompt 
me to the life of simplicity and poverty that Francis 
so loved.   

     These views encourage and support the joy and 
the idea of daily conversion that St. Francis 
modeled for us. To live in simplicity means to treat 
everything in life—material things, relationships, 
job opportunities, etc.—as pure and total gifts 
from God. Simplicity and poverty are not just 
about material things; those are easy enough to 
relinquish in the end. Simplicity and poverty also 
address the emotional burdens – the grudges, 
resentment, regrets, opinions, and all manner of 
dissatisfaction which will only weigh us down as 
we go through life. Francis’ “Canticle of the 
Creatures” is an example of taking simple pleasure 
in the moment and giving praise to God for all that 
is, rather than what was or what ought to be. We 
rejoice in what God gives to us and know that all 
we have and all that we are speak of His immense 
love for us. The great mercy of God from the 
Franciscan perspective turns us toward God and 
enables us to be conformed to Christ. This is never 
fully accomplished in its completeness while we 
live on this earth. To be faithful to the gospel, St 
Francis says we must “do penance always.”  

      After St Francis heard God telling him, 
“Francis, Francis rebuild my church, which you 
can see is falling into ruins,” in 1209, St Francis 
composed a simple rule for his followers. Called 
the Regula primitiva or "Primitive Rule", this rule 
came from verses in the Bible. The rule was "To 
follow the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
to walk in his footsteps". Today, the imperative is 
the same. As we can see, our Church is again in a 
state of falling into ruins. As Secular Franciscans, 
we rebuild the church daily, one person at a time 
and one task at a time. We do this by staying true 
to the call to live “from Gospel to Life and Life to 
the Gospel”. We adhere to the truth, give hope to 
all that we meet and seek to serve as God has  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Oct. 6  Fraternity Meeting 

Oct. 26  (Portion Retreat) 

Nov. 3  Fraternity Meeting 

 

Fraternity Happenings 

Down the Road! 
 

 

 

 

 

For those of you reading this edition of Fraternity Reflections on 

our webpage or through Facebook, and feel called to the 

Franciscan way, please contact us at: carol.lieser@gmail.com and 

we’ll be glad to direct you in the best possible way, rather it be in 

the Order of Secular Franciscans or in a Franciscan Religious 

Vocation. We’d also invite you to come to the Immaculata 

Fraternity meetings. Please Note: In discerning a life with us, you 

must be a member of the Catholic Church in good standing and in 

a spirit of unity. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

October Franciscan  
Feast Days 

 
4.  Our Holy Father Francis of Assisi, deacon, Founder of 
the Three Orders SOLEMNITY 
     All Families 

6.  Saint Mary Frances of the Five Wounds, virgin, III Order 
     III Order: Optional Memorial 
10.  Saint Daniel and Companions, martyrs in Morocco, I Order 
     OFM: Optional Memorial 
     Blessed Mary Angela Truszkowska, virgin, foundress, III Order 
     III Order:  Optional Memorial 
11.  Saint John XXIII, Pope, III Order 
     OFM, III Order: Optional Memorial 
12.  Saint Seraphin of Montegranaro, religious, I Order 
     OFM Cap:  Optional Memorial 
13.  Blessed Honorat Koźmiński, priest, founder, I Order 
     OFM Cap:  Optional Memorial 
19.  Saint Peter of Alcántara, priest, I Order [outside USA] 
     OFM: Memorial 
20.  Blessed James Strepa, bishop, I Order 
     OFM Conv:  Optional Memorial 
Blessed Contardo Ferrini, educator, III Order 
     III Order: Optional Memorial 
22.  Saint Peter of Alcántara, priest, I Order [USA] 
     OFM: Memorial 
Blessed Josephine Leroux, virgin, martyr, II Order 
     II Order: Optional Memorial 
23.  Saint John of Capistrano, priest, I Order Memorial 
     All Families 
24.  Saint Anthony of Saint Anne Galvão, priest, founder, I Order 
     OFM: Optional Memorial 
25.  Blessed Maria Jesús Masiá Ferragut and Companions, 
martyrs of Valencia, II Order 
     OFM Cap: Optional Memorial 
26.  Blessed Bonaventure of Potenza, priest, I Order 
     OFM Conv:  Optional Memorial 
30.  ANNIVERSARY OF DEDICATION 
     In Consecrated Churches of the Order “whose date of 
consecration is unknown” SOLEMNITY 
31.  Blessed Angelo of Acri, priest, I Order 
     OFM Cap:  Optional Memorial 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sixth Commandment 

You shall not commit adultery.112  
 

Ongoing Formation:  Discussion of the 6th 
Commandment  
 CCC 2331-2400,  
 Study Guide pgs. 80-81 
 
Initial Formation: 
 Candidates, Ch. 29,  
 Inquirers, .( Amy, Anita,) Ch. 9 of  The 
Franciscan Journey 
 Inquirers, B. Zencovich’s, Robalino’s, and 
Wendy, Ch. 5 Franciscan Journey Orientation  
Steve, Ch. 2 
 

You are welcome to come and join us! 

We look forward to meeting you! 
 

 

 
 

 

A Missionary “Spring” in the Church 
That the breath of the Holy Spirit engender 
a new missionary “spring” in the Church. 

 
 

We also pray for 
 
Healing for Adele McGookin, Patrick McCoy, Fr. 

Lester Bach, OFM, Fr. Joe Janiszeski, T.O.R.; Catherine 

Khaled, OFS; Joycelyn Rose Molidor, We also ask for 

the repose of the soul of Lou Coleman, OFS; and for all 

special intentions of our members, fellow Franciscans 

in our Portion and for all our family and friends in need 

of God’s healing and special graces. 

 

mailto:carol.lieser@gmail.com
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P83.HTM#$2DC


ANGELO PORTION FALL DAY OF RETREAT 
Los Tres Compañeros Region 
Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis 

 

 
OCT 26, 2019     8:30 – 3:00 PM 
Confessions at 3 and mass at 5 pm 

 
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

1000 Tinker Rd 
Colleyville, Tx 

 

THE CANTICLE OF THE CREATURES:  
COMMITMENT TO THE SECULAR FRANCISCAN 

CALL    
                             

   

OUR RETREAT MASTER:     Sr. Adelina Garcia, OFS is a School Sister of St. Francis 
from the U.S Province in Pennsylvania. She has been professed for 43 years. She is 
presently ministering for the Diocese of San Angelo at the Office of Evangelization and 
Catechesis. Her role includes consulting, leadership formation in English and Spanish, 
and presenting workshops and retreats. Sr. Adelina has a B.A. in education from St. 
Mary University and a M.T.S. from The Oblate School of Theology (both in San 
Antonio).  She has a certificate on Spiritual Direction from Boston College.  She studied 
Franciscan Spirituality in Rome, Italy.  Her experience includes 17 years in education, 17 
years in Youth and Young Adult Ministry, and six years in Vocation Ministry. She has 
presented at national retreats for young people and adults. Sr. Adelina also was 
administrator at a Pastoral Center in two deaneries for the Archdiocese of San Antonio 

for two years. We are blessed to have her for this retreat. She is currently serving the San Angelo fraternity of Secular 
Franciscans as their spiritual assistant.  Her academic and life experiences make her an excellent retreat master for the 
Angelo Portion retreat.  
 

REGISTER BY: October 14, 2019 (For More Information Refer to Registration 
Form.).  Cost:  $30.00 
 

Come join us for this day of Franciscan joy where we can share and pray 

together in fraternity!   



ANGELO PORTION ANNUAL RETREAT 

Los Tres Compañeros Region 

Secular Franciscan Order 

 

Saturday, October 26, 2019 

Good Shepherd Catholic Church 

1000 Tinker Road, Colleyville, TX 76034 

 

Retreat Master: SR. ADELINA GARCIA, OSF 

School Sister of St. Francis 

Office of Evangelization and Catechesis 

Diocese of San Angelo 

 

R E G I S T R A T I O N 

 

NAME / COUPLE:   1._______________________________Fraternity:________________________ 
            2._______________________________(Or Visitor)_______________________ 
 
HOME ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone No./s: 1._______________________________Email: 1.__________________________ 
   2._______________________________            2.__________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact/s:1._________________Relationship:_____________Tel.No._________________ 
   2._________________Relationship:_____________Tel.No._________________ 
 
FEE PER PERSON:  $30.00 (Includes Lunch). Please check amount below: 

1. Single Fee: ______$30.00 
2. Couple Fee:______$60.00 

 
Please mail Form and Payment payable to: SEÑOR SANTO NIÑO FRATERNITY 
   Address:   Jorge Sosing, OFS - Treasurer 
       201 Chaco Drive 
       Forney, TX 75126 
 
Contact: jsosingsfo@yahoo.com   Cell# (972) 522-8899 Jorge 
OR:  Email your Intention and Registration or Call.            Please REGISTER EARLY! 
Fraternities: Print and Distribute Forms to your Members. 

 

 

DEADLINE: OCTOBER 14, 2019 

 

PAX ET BONUM 

  

mailto:jsosingsfo@yahoo.com


RETIRO ANNUAL DE LA PORCION DE ANGELO 

Región de Los Tres Compañeros 

Orden Franciscana Seglar 

 

Sábado, 26 de octubre de 2019 

Parroquia “Good Shepherd Catholic Church” 

1000 Tinker Road, Colleyville, TX 76034 

 

Maestra del Retiro: Hermana ADELINA GARCIA, OSF 

Escuela de la Hermana de San Francisco 

Oficina de Evangelización y Catecismo 

Diócesis de San Ángelo 

 

R E G I S T R A C I O N 

 
NOMBRE / PAREJA:  1._______________________________Fraternidad:______________________ 
              2._______________________________(O Visitante)_____________________ 
 
DIRECCION: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Número de Teléfono: 1. _______________________correo electrónico: 1. _______________________ 
   2._______________________________________ 2. _______________________ 
 
Contacto de emergencia/s:1. _________________Relación: _____________# Tele.: ________________ 
         2._________________ Relación: _____________# Tele.: ________________ 
 
TARIFA POR PERSONA:  $30.00 (Incluye almuerzo). Por favor, compruebe la cantidad abajo: 

1. Tarifa para una persona: ______$30.00 
2. Tarifa para una pareja:    ______$60.00 

 
Por favor envié por correo el Formulario y el pago a: SEÑOR SANTO NIÑO FRATERNITY 
   Dirección:   Jorge Sosing, OFS - Tesorero 
       201 Chaco Drive 
       Forney, TX 75126 
 
Contacto: jsosingsfo@yahoo.com   Cell.# (972) 522-8899 Jorge 
OR:  Envié por correo electrónico su Intención y Registro o Llamar.  ¡Por favor, REGISTRAR con antipación!  

Fraternidades: Imprimir esta forma y Distribuir a sus miembros. 
 

DEADLINE: OCTOBER 14, 2019 

 

PAX ET BONUM 

 

 

mailto:jsosingsfo@yahoo.com

