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Preparation (Note: prep for this first session is OPTIONAL! Don't worry if you forgot or didn't have the book yet)

● D'Ambrosio Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the Life preface (pages 1-4)

● D'Ambrosio introduction, "Jesus in the Gospels and in History" (pages 5-16)

● D'Ambrosio chapter 1, "Jesus and His World" (pages 17-26)

Philippians 3:7-16 (New American Bible Revised Edition, or NABRE)

7 [But] whatever gains I had, these I have come to consider a loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I

even consider everything as a loss because of the supreme good of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I

have accepted the loss of all things and I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in

him, not having any righteousness of my own based on the law but that which comes through faith in Christ, the

righteousness from God, depending on faith 10 to know him and the power of his resurrection and [the] sharing of

his sufferings by being conformed to his death, 11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12 It is not that I have already taken hold of it or have already attained perfect maturity, but I continue my

pursuit in hope that I may possess it, since I have indeed been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. 13 Brothers, I

for my part do not consider myself to have taken possession. Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind but

straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I continue my pursuit toward the goal, the prize of God’s upward calling, in

Christ Jesus. 15 Let us, then, who are “perfectly mature” adopt this attitude. And if you have a different attitude,

this too God will reveal to you. 16 Only, with regard to what we have attained, continue on the same course.

John 17:3 (NABRE)

3 Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.

Luke 1:1-4 (NABRE)

1 Since many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as

those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning and ministers of the word have handed them down to us, 3 I too

have decided, after investigating everything accurately anew, to write it down in an orderly sequence for you, most

excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings you have received.
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John 20:30-31 (NABRE)

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of [his] disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these

are written that you may [come to] believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through this belief

you may have life in his name.

Additional Small Group Questions (just in case you have extra time before the video)

1. Do you have a favorite Gospel (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John) or Gospel story?  Which, and why?

2. When you imagine Jesus during his time incarnate here on Earth (his physical appearance, personality, way

of speaking, life story, etc.), what most resonates with you and helps you to "connect" to him personally?

Homework for next week (Session 2)
Follow along with and answer the questions in workbook pages 13-21.  Along the way, you'll read:

● John 1:1-14

● Philippians 2:1-11

● Matthew 1-2

● Luke 2

● D'Ambrosio chapter 2, "Bethlehem" (pages 27-44)

● D'Ambrosio chapter 3, "Nazareth" (pages 45-58)

Please bring your Bible with you next week!
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