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Preparation
● Workbook pages 13 - 21

● John 1:1-14; Philippians 2:1-11; Matthew 1-2; Luke 2

● D'Ambrosio chapter 2, "Bethlehem" (pages 27-44) and chapter 3, "Nazareth" (pages 45-58)

Additional Small Group Questions (just in case you have extra time before the video)

1. Did you experience any new insights as you compared the infancy narratives in Matthew and Luke, or read

the prologue to John's Gospel?  How do the scriptural accounts of the Incarnation compare with our

modern depictions of the first Christmas?

2. In chapter 2, D'Ambrosio points out that different sections of the infancy narratives in Matthew and Luke

focus on the perspective of either Joseph or Mary (and sometimes on other characters, like Simeon, Anna,

the shepherds, and Magi).  As you imagine the events of Jesus' birth and childhood, which point-of-view

most resonates with you?

Prayer Resources

"The prayer life of the Holy Family as devout Jews of their day was extensive, disciplined, and profound"

(workbook page 19).  The study authors suggest several beautiful prayer practices in this week's "Commit" section

(page 19) and highlight the Canticle of Simeon (page 20).  If you're interested in exploring the Liturgy of the Hours,

and particularly Night Prayer (aka Compline), here are some resources you might find helpful:

iBreviary

Usable either as an app or as a website (https://www.ibreviary.org/en), you can access the major

texts of the Liturgy of the Hours for free.

Night Prayer with Father Josh Johnson

Go to YouTube and search "josh johnson night prayer."  Father Josh has posted beautiful videos of

him and his parishioners singing Night Prayer together for each day of the week.

Canticle of Simeon

The Notre Dame Folk Choir sings a lovely rendition of the Canticle of Simeon on their album, Tune

My Heart (you can even listen for free by searching for this song on YouTube).
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Homework for next week (Session 3)
Follow along with and answer the questions in workbook pages 25-30.  Along the way, you'll read:

● Matthew 3:1-17; 4:1-11; 11:7-19

● Mark 1:1-15

● John 1:19-36; 3:23-36

● (optional) D'Ambrosio chapter 4, "In the Desert Prepare the Way" (pages 59-70) and chapter 5,

"Baptism and Battle" (pages 71-80)

Please bring your Bible with you each week!
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