
   

 

        CONTENTS                                    PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

My dear Council Sisters, 

As I write this, many of you are busy preparing for 
your end of year conventions.  Some of you are busy 
taking registrations, selling raffle tickets while some of 
you may just be busy trying to figure out what outfits 
you should pack to go to convention. 
 

Conventions should also be a joyous time, a time to 
meet and greet women from all over your diocese and 
exchange your great experiences of the past year.  

There is no commandment "Thou shall not brag" when  it comes to council!
When we look at all the year end reports over the past few years, we know we 
have much to brag about; our women donate yearly hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to Church and Charities here and abroad. 
 

So I hope that all our members attending conventions will have a joyous time   
and take time to relax and re-charge their batteries so we can continue to do 
the wonderful works that we do.  
 

Please remember that NCCW is returning to the Province of Miami for their 
annual convention. The Diocese of Orlando is host diocese for this convention 
and we hope you encourage all of your members to attend this convention 
and, of course, attend our Province Dinner that will take place on the Friday 
night of convention. All the forms you need are on the NCCW web-site. I hope 
to see many of you as I travel around the State to the various Arch/Diocesan 
Conventions for the last time as your Province Director. 
Serving with His Love, 

 Rosi Schuhmacher, FCCW President/Miami Province Director  
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The Good News 

NCCW MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The National Council of Catholic Women acts through its members to support, empower and educate all Catholic 
women in spirituality, leadership and service. NCCW programs respond with Gospel values to the needs of the 

IMPORTANT DATES - 
Mark Your Calendar 

 

FCCW Board Meeting - June 5, 2015 

NCCW Convention in Orlando -  

September 9-12, 2015    

Prayer To Our Lady Of Good Counsel 

God of heavenly wisdom, you have given us Mary, Mother of 

Jesus, to be our guide and counselor. 

Grant that we may always seek her motherly help in this life 

and so enjoy her blessed presence in the life to come. 

O Mother of Good Counsel, patroness of the National Council of 

Catholic Women, intercede for us, that we may be wise, coura-

geous, and loving leaders of the Church. 

Help us, dear Mother, to know the mind of Jesus, your Son.  May the   Holy Spirit 
fill us with a reverence for God’s Creation and compassion for all God’s children.  

May our labors of love on earth enhance the reign of God; and may God’s gifts of 

faith and living hope prepare us for the fullness of the world to come. 

Amen 

http://www.flaccw.org
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My dear Council Sisters, 

 As we observe the holiest season in our church’s calendar, 

my prayer is that your HOPE is renewed by the Resurrection of our 

Lord. 

 As women of Faith much is asked of us; was it not the women who 
followed behind Him as He carried the cross?  Was it not the wom-

en who stood at the foot of the cross during His last hours?  Was it 

not the women who arrived at the tomb first, only to find He had 

Risen?  
Is our faith as strong as the women who followed Our Lord?  I believe it is.  As 

women of Council, we carry out our faith every day as we care for the weak, the hungry, 

the injured, the sad, the lonely and the homeless just as the Lord asked us to do.   

As you celebrate your women at your upcoming Conventions, may you be blessed 
with the peace, hope and love that the Lord gave to us through the resurrection of Jesus.  

I am looking forward to working with many of you, as your Province Director, after 

the National Convention in Orlando. A Happy and Blessed Easter to you all. 

In peace, love and JOY, 
 

By Diane Tugander, Province Director-Elect 

 

 

 

 

 

By now, I hope you have all had the opportunity to visit our new website.  The address is 

www.flaccw.org.  The format is different from our previous site with Catholicweb.  I hope it 
is a little easier to navigate.  Let me know if you have suggestions for making it easier to 

find what you need when you visit the site.   

 

Please take the time to check out the links to your diocesan websites under the Resources 

tab and also your personal information on the Contacts tab.  Send me a list of any events 
happening in your dioceses so we can post them on the News and Events page. 

 

I appreciate the feedback I have had from some of you and I would love to hear from the 

rest of you about the format and/or content. 
My contact information is: 

 

 355 Streamview Way 

 Winter Springs, FL 32708 
 407-977-7963 (h) 

 407-739-3780 (cell) 

 mmiddleton3@cfl.rr.com 

 I look forward to hearing from you! 

By Peg Middleton, Website Administrator 

 

 
 

FCCW PROVINCE DIRECTOR-ELECT 

Website 

http://www.flaccw.org
mailto:mmiddleton3@cfl.rr.com
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Miami Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women will be holding their 57th Annual Convention the 
weekend of May 1-3, 2015 at the Hilton Hotel – Miami Airport.  Our theme for the convention 
is:  “By the Power of the Holy Spirit, Stand as One in Faith”.  Our intent is to make this a 
weekend of spirituality as well as comradery for our members. 
 

On Friday, May 1st our Keynote Speaker is Rev. Luis R. Largaespada, Parochial Vicar, from 
Church of the Epiphany. Father Largaespada, well known for his familiarity with Catholic Saints, 
will bring the joy of saintly living to us as he shares his knowledge along with exposition of rel-
ics. Our opening liturgy will be a Prayer Service for all the Eastern Rite Churches and for those 
who are under persecution in the Eastern European Countries.  Our South District will roll back 
time and celebrate with a 50’s style sock hop at the Friday Evening Welcome Reception. Every-
one is dusting off their poodle skirts and oxfords for this fun event. 
 

On Saturday, May 2nd we will begin with words on St. Therese of Lisieux from Father Daniel 
Houde, O.SS.T.,    Parochial Vicar of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary St. Richard Church.  We will 
continue with our Memorial Mass  and Awards Luncheon presenting the winner of the MACCW 
OLGC Award and Member of the Year Award.  The afternoon will continue with 2 workshops; 
one on constructing Prayer Squares and the other on Pillowcase Dresses for Africa and Haiti. 
That evening will be a fun evening hosted by each District in their Suites and ending with des-
sert at the MACCW Suite. 
 

On Sunday, May 3rd we will begin the day early with a rosary by the Blue Lagoon located by the 
hotel.  We then will have Rosi Schuhmacher, FCCW Province Director and NCCW Membership 
Committee Member, directing a Membership Interactive Forum.  After the Forum, Florida Sena-
tor Anatere Flores will address the members. 
 

Our Convention will close with Mass being celebrated by Archbishop Thomas Wenski at the St. 
John Vianney Seminary followed by our Banquet at the Hilton Hotel. We hope this weekend will 
rejuvenate our Members to continue their journey in the Council of Catholic Women serving 
their Church and Communities. 

 

By Ann Cubillas, Miami Arch-Diocesan CCW President 
 

MIAMI A/DCCW 

 
 

There is a bustle of activity in Southern Deanery as our Sisters there are hard at work, prepar-
ing to welcome you to the 47th Annual ODCCW Convention, April 25 – 27, 2015, at the Crowne 
Plaza Oceanfront, Melbourne. 
 

Final preparations are being made, and this promises to be an exciting gathering of Council 
Sisters – indeed an opportunity to share in the solidarity of our organization, participating fully 
and getting to know our leaders and fellow Council Sisters.  
 

Work has begun on the planning of our annual Leadership Symposium at Lake Yale Baptist 
Conference Center in Leesburg, held this year on July 18 and 19, 2015. Details will be available 
at Convention.  If you have suggestions for topics you would like to see covered, please do not 
hesitate to contact me! 
 

Following soon after Lake Yale, but with groundwork currently being laid, Orlando Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women will be hosting the National Council of Catholic Women Annual Con-
vention September 10 – 12, 2015 at the Hilton Hotel Lake Buena Vista, Orlando, located across 
from Downtown Disney. We all know how much wok goes into our Conventions, imagine the 
compounding of that work as we prepare to welcome 600 Council Sisters from around this 
country and beyond. Your enthusiastic participation is welcome: contact me or your Deanery 
President to see how you can help! 

 
By Cathy Petroff, Orlando DCCW President 

ORLANDO DCCW 
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The Palm Beach DCCW will be celebrating 30 years of existence at our convention this 
year! We alternate one and two day events each year, so on May 15th and 16th, 2015 
at the PGA Doubletree,  with Human Trafficking as our focus we will host a panel of 
experts to present the current info on this subject. Leading the panel will be a repre-
sentative from Cross Catholic Outreach (CCO), our cosponsor who will speak on the 
HT international scene; Sheila Hopkins, NCCW President-Elect, immediate past direc-
tor of Social Concerns for FCCB will address the legislative issues; Yamilet Vargas, from 
the PB Diocese Office of Immigration Services will take us through the local process;  
and Brandy Macaluso will explain the Human Trafficking Coalition, and resources  in our county.  
Besides our opening ceremony and business sessions, members will also have an opportunity to view 
exhibitors, attend an Answered Prayers Crosses Workshop, bid on a silent auction, a  ca$h $plit, spend 
quiet time in our Meditation Room,  attend Mass celebrated by Bishop Barbarito, with Installation of 
Officers by Rosie Schuhmacher; witness  three  8th graders receive a High School scholarship of  
$1000.00 ! Now if that’s not enough, there’ll still be time to share a lunch with old friends  (Jane 
Carter, NCCW Leadership Chair) and make new ones (Diane  Tugander  Florida PD-Elect or Barbara 
Asfendis MACCW) as we present 3 leadership awards; a Woman of Council Award; and 50 Council En-
richment Grants to deserving members who definitely are The Voice of The Catholic Woman in Palm 
Beach. Our membership has grown to over 2000 women !!  I welcome everyone to come hear our 
voice! I will be “Passing the Gavel”…I might not lose a pound, but it’ll feel like a ton lifted off my 
chest!! 
Congratulations to our new leaders and my deepest gratitude to Fr Clem, my board and our members. 

 
By Dolores Hughes, Palm Beach DCCW President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All articles pertinent to the seven A/DCCWs of the Province of Miami, Florida Council of 

Catholic Women should be sent to the attention of Gwen Allen, FCCW The Good News E-

Newsletter Editor. Articles should be in Microsoft Word or Publisher format and sent via 

email to Gwen Allen, gwenallen@cfl.rr.com. 

The Good News is published as often as is needed by the FCCW President and Board of 

Directors and will be sent via email to A/DCCW Presidents to disperse to their deanery, 

district or subdivision members. The newsletter will also be linked to the FCCW website. 

Thank you for your help in getting “The Good News” out to all Council of Catholic Wom-

en members, Spiritual Advisors and other interested parties. 

 

By Gwen Allen, “The Good News” Editor 

PALM BEACH DCCW 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS 
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The convention packets were handed out at our January board 
meeting for the 40th Annual Convention of the Pensacola-
Tallahassee Diocesan Council of Catholic Women scheduled for 
Saturday, April 25, 2015 at The Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in 
Pensacola.  The theme for the convention is “Our Family – Our 
Future”.  Dr. Thomas Neal is the key note speaker.  The title of 
his talk is Hearth of Mercy:  Welcoming Divine Compassion into 
the Family.  Dr. Neal will share with us how we can welcome 
God’s merciful love into our families and experience more fully 
the abundant life He desires for us.  Sister Margaret Kuntz, 
ASCJ’s talk is titled Evangelizers for the Future – Bringing the 
Word of God into Your Environments.  Sister Margaret Kuntz will 
help us explore how we bring the word of God into our environ-
ment…in our homes, in our families, in our gatherings, in our 
parishes. 
 

Please join us, for more information visit our NEW website https://ptdccw.org.  You will 
leave the convention more knowledgeable about “Our Family” and with the tools and in-
sights to deal with issues in “Our Future” with mercy, joy and love. 
 

Peggy Clark was elected as the next FCCW Treasurer from our diocese.  She will be offi-
cially installed during the FCCW Province dinner at the NCCW Convention held in Orlando, 
September 9-12, 2015.  Congratulations Peggy.  Our ladies donated their gifts of food and 
time to the receptions for the Jubilee Mass and Rite of Election and also participated in the 
FCCW Hugs for the Homeless campaign. 
 

Several ladies participated in Capital Days at the Capitol and the Red Mass. This event is 
always an educational and inspirational for everyone who attends.  The luncheon speaker 
was the Honorable Jeff Atwater, the highest ranking elected Catholic official in Florida.  Mr. 
Atwater thanked us for being there because he believes that we were called to our faith in 
baptism and we need to publically stand up for our faith.  So if you were not able to attend 
this year, you have a chance next year to Be One Voice with your Sisters in Council. 

 

By Cynthia Lacour, President Pensacola-Tallahassee DCCW 

 

 

PENSACOLA-TALLAHASSEE 

ST. AUGUSTINE 

Our Diocese, will include participating in activities in early September to celebrate 450 
years of our existence as a church in the New World.  We will tie this historical year into 
our convention, April 10 – 12, with a theme of “We Need to Pray”.  Convention will also 
connect to Marriage and Family in accordance with the Pope’s US visit and his declaration 
of celebration of the Consecrated Religious. 
 
Editor’s Note:  More information on the 450th Anniversary of St. Augustine at the 
end of this newsletter. 

By Jackie Agate, President St. Augustine DCCW 

 

 

https://ptdccw.org
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Our 47th DCCW Annual Convention this year will be held on May 3 thru the 6, 2015, at the 
Sheraton Suites Airport Hotel in Tampa.  Our Theme is “ From Mary We Learn to Serve Oth-
ers”.  Our Diocese comes together every year for fellowship and to learn through our three 
workshops on Spirituality, Leadership and Service. 
 

On Sunday night we will have a Garden Party given by the 1st Vice President of the DCCW.  We 
will be singing songs from the 1910 thru the 1970's.  We will open our convention on Monday 
morning with a Healing Mass.  We have our Living Rosary in the afternoon which is always a up 
lifting experience.  Monday night is Fun Night with the theme “The Red Carpet”.  Skits from old 
classic movies will be performed.  Tuesday we will have elections for the new DCCW Officers.  
Tuesday night is the Bishop's Banquet.  Wednesday we have Mass and the new officers will be 
installed. 
 

We will continue to work on membership this year and next year. 
 

May the Holy Spirit inspire us and may Our Lady of Good Counsel guide us. 
 

By Patricia Hanson, St. Petersburg DCCW President 

 

ST. PETERSBURG DCCW 

Here in Venice, FL we had been as busy as those gondoliers at the other Venice 
at the other side of the World.   Our Lenten Retreat was a total success.  One 
hundred seventeen women were present between English speaking and Hispan-
ics with four priests helping with Reconciliation.  The Conference Center at Our 
Lady of Perpetual help serves 125 persons. Two speakers with four talks, two in 
the morning and two in the afternoon made this one a very special day.  At 
10:30 we paused and united for Adoration at the Chapel.  This continues until 
before Mass with Benediction. The theme for the Retreat was "Open the Door to 
Mercy”.  Not any door, but the door of our hearts to Jesus. We used the picture 
of Jesus knocking at the door with no knob on it.  We need to let mercy come in 

and change our lives. The Rosary Pro-Life was recited and also the Stations of the Cross using 
Mary’s Way of the Cross in both languages.  We received high marks on the evaluations for all 
the events.  The day ended with Divine Mercy Chaplet sang by one of our members follow by 
the Mass of the day.  What a peaceful and inspiring day! 
We are right now in the madness of Convention.  One more time I am sure that the Lord has a 
sense of humor.  Anyone in charge of a Convention will agree with me. The only peaceful mo-
ments had been listen to Mathew Kelly on The Best Lenten Ever.  What a wonderful program! 
The theme of our Two Day Convention is “United in Faith and Hope, Serving Christ with Joy.” 
The whole Convention will take place at the facilities of Epiphany Cathedral and ending at the 
beautiful Plantation Country Club in Venice, FL.  We have seven speakers on diverse topics all 
related to our theme.  The National President, Dr. Rebecca Woodhull will open our Program as 
the keynote speaker follow by our Province Director, Rosie Schumacher and many interesting 
and educational topics presented by very well know speakers in our area. This includes family, 
homeless programs, the Circle of Life, a young seminarian, the Glory House director, a session 
only for Juniors, including music and Latina spirituality presented by a priest. 
Not enough?  Fr. Joe will entertain with his unique humor as he led the Purse auction with the 
help of the Juniors.  A favorite for us is coming back with a jewelry sale. Baskets silent auction 
and Share the Wealth will also please the ladies. 
 A welcome reception on Friday has been prepared by the hostesses at Epiphany.  Our Bishop, 
Frank Dewane, will be our speaker at the Bishop’s banquet Saturday night at Plantation Coun-
try Club.  Two checks presentations, one to Catholic Charities and the other to the Bishop in 
behalf of the Seminarian Fund will add excitement to the night. 
 It had been two wonderful years in which learning, practicing, getting involved in different 
projects and the best: making new friends that share the same values and faith.  Being in-
volved at the State and National level had been a priceless learning experience. God bless you 
and I hope you had a Happy Easter! 

By Iris M. Gomez, Venice DCCW President 

VENICE DCCW 
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LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY  

What a wonderful crowd was present for the 2015 Catholic Days at the Capitol!  At the luncheon, 
members of the Council of Catholic Women and Knights of Columbus were asked to stand and be   
recognized – clearly the woman significantly outnumbered the men.  Thanks to all of you who          
sacrificed time and treasure to make this journey.   
 

The issues advocated for on behalf of the arch/bishops of Florida were: 

If you are not signed up to receive the weekly legislative updates on how these bills and others of importance to 
the Church are faring in the legislative process, go to www.flaccb.org to join FLCAN, the Florida Catholic Advo-
cacy Network. Mark your calendars now for next year’s Catholic Days at the Capitol, Feb. 16 & 17, 2016. Session 
starts in January in election years.  

Sheila Hopkins, FCCW Legislation Chairman 

24-Hour Reflection 
Period 

SB 724 
Flores 

 
HB 633 
Sullivan 

Requires physician who is to 
perform an abortion, or refer-
ring physician, to inform the 
woman of the potential risks of 
abortions and the gestational 
age of fetus at least 24 hours 
before abortion is performed 
and while physically present in 
the same room as the woman. 

Support 

SB 724 - Favorable by 
Health Policy (5-3); On 
Committee agenda - Judici-
ary, 04/15/15, 2:00 pm; also 
referred to Fiscal Policy 
HB 633 - Favorable by 
Health Quality Subcommit-
tee (9-4); Favorable by Ju-
diciary Committee (12-6); 
Favorable by Health & Hu-
man Services Committee 
(12-5); Placed on House 
Calendar, on 2nd reading 

Unanimous Jury in 
Capital Felony Sen-

tencing 

SB 664 
Altman 

 
HB 139 

Rodríguez, J. 

Requires that an advisory sen-
tence of death be made by a 
unanimous recommendation of 
the jury. 

 
Support 

SB 664 - Favorable by 
Criminal Justice (5-0); On 
Committee agenda - Judici-
ary, 04/15/15, 2:00 pm; also 
referred to Appropriations 
HB 139 - Now in Criminal 
Justice Subcommittee; also 
referred to Justice Appropri-
ations Subcommittee; Judi-
ciary Committee 

Florida Kidcare Pro-
gram 

SB 294 
Garcia 

 
HB 829 
La Rosa 

Provides eligibility for optional 
payments for medical assis-
tance and related services for 
certain lawfully residing chil-
dren; clarifies that undocument-
ed immigrants are excluded 
from eligibility for optional Medi-
caid payments or related ser-
vices. 

 

Support 

SB 294 - Favorable by 
Health Policy (8-0); Favora-
ble by Appropriations Sub-
committee on Health and 
Human Services (7-0); now 
in Appropriations 
HB 829 - Now in Health 
Innovation Subcommittee; 
also referred to Health Care 
Appropriations Subcommit-
tee; Health & Human Ser-
vices Committee 

Voluntary Prekinder-
garten Education Pro-

gram 

Budget  
Line-Item 

Restoring the per-pupil scholar-
ships for the VPK Program to 
2007-2008 school-year funding 
levels. 

 Support 

VPK is a line-item in the 
budget, which is under 
development by House 
and Senate appropria-
tions committees. Gover-
nor Scott requested a $46 
per-child increase in VPK 
scholarships in his pro-
posed budget. 

http://www.flaccb.org
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SPIRITUALITY/VOCATIONS 

This past year we have heard about a variety of Vocations, some, that we may not have 

considered.  My hope is that each of us was able to learn and contemplate from those that 

were presented. 

I really enjoyed the one on Parents and reflecting on Mary, the Mother of Jesus and Jo-
seph, the Father figure on earth for Jesus.  They were challenged as all of us are, wherev-

er we are on our journey in this life and in whatever the Vocation of our choice.. 

I would like us to always consider that whatever vocation that we chose we give it 

the  best that we can bring to it.  My hope is that you will always do it joyfully and be in-
spired  each day to do God's will. 

May our good Lord continue to Bless each of you and inspire you to always help others 

each day of our lives. 

 By Myrna Wong, Spirituality/Vocations Chairman 

 450 YEAR CELEBRATION OF ST. AUGUSTINE 
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450 YEAR CELEBRATION OF ST. AUGUSTINE - Continued 


