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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I have been told many times that my laughter is 

contagious.  When I worked for the Engineering 

Department of the Telephone Company, the 

engineers would deliberately make me laugh.  At 

the PBDCCW convention, one Council Sister, a 

nun retired from the Air Force, was my laughing 

partner.  After the formal dinner we would stand 

in the lounge and laugh together. 

I came across a book written by Rev. Michael 

Devaney O.M.L., an Oblate priest, who was my 

spiritual advisor in the 1970’s at Mary 

Immaculate Church in West Palm Beach.  His 

book entitled Letters from a Friend includes one 

of his homilies “The Gift of Laughter”.  This is 

what he wrote: 

“God gave us the gift of laughter, a great gift and 

a beautiful gift which we can in turn give to 

others. Many, however, can be too selfish to give 

it even though it costs nothing. Man is the ONLY 

creature of God endowed with the power to 

laugh. Laughter is infectious. It makes us happy; 

we temporarily forget our problems. A winning 

smile and ready laughter make us attractive and 

pleasing to others. Sometimes the best medicine 

is laughter. Can you make people laugh? Do you 

even try to smile? Can you see the funny side of 

life? Can you laugh at yourself and your own 

mistakes? There are some people who twist the 

God-given gift and contort its true intent by 

trying to make people laugh at the expense of 

others. A scoffer misuses laughter to ridicule the 

good in others because of envy and jealousy. 

Learn to laugh WITH people, not at them and 

keep in mind the old saying: “Laugh and the 

world laughs with you, cry, and you cry alone”. I 

hope to laugh with my laughing partner again. 

Thank you, Rita, for your gift of friendship.  

                                      Pat Carol, President 

SPIRITUALITY 

Here it is October already and those of us from 

the north are picturing the typical fall 

scene…trees filled with blazing colors, cozy warm 

sweaters, cups of steaming hot chocolate with 

whipped cream, brisk sun filled breezes that defy 

the hot and humid days of August, and on and 

on. Right?   We tend to remember the good 

parts of fall. But what about the cold rainy days 

that hide the sun and keep us shivering in our 

lightweight jackets or, just having to turn the 

heat on at night, and then start worrying that 

morning might greet us with icy car windshields 

or slippery sidewalks?  Then we become grateful 

that we’re here in Southern Florida! Yes, within 



seconds we can flipflop about how we feel about 

the season.  But what am I really getting at here? 

This piece is supposed to relate to spirituality.  

Yes, it actually does. 

Have you ever been offended by someone? We 

all face that situation now and again, but it’s how 

we view the offense that really matters.  Like the 

fall season, we can view it positively or 

negatively.  I can get angry at that person.  My 

anger is valuable to me; it means I’ve been 

wronged and I’m in the right.  That person is 

going to pay the price with my cold shoulder. 

Or…I don’t have to win here.  Jesus didn’t give 

me permission to make my own decisions about 

whom to forgive.  He said just do it! It’s a 

different way to live, and on that sets us free 

from anger, free from the upcoming guilt, free 

from impending anxiety and free to be less 

offendable ourselves the next time.  Just look at 

how Jesus viewed Peter who was going to deny 

him three times.  He didn’t chew him out or give 

him the cold shoulder after he rose on the third 

day.  He saw something in him that Peter 

couldn’t see in himself.  Jesus always gives us the 

grace to risk loving that offensive person, or that 

incredible difficult, uncaring person.  Why?  

Because he sees something in him/her that you 

don’t.  And as we all know, Peter goes on to 

become our first pope! 

So, here’s hoping the fall season for you still 

holds some previous memories of softly falling 

leaves, warm afternoons, and the music of 

katydids in the early evening.  The rest you can 

leave behind except the living in Florida part. 

Blessings to all, 

            Eve Brooks, Spirituality Contributor  

                              

The first Bingo of the year 

attracted 90 players and cleared 

$1,131!  The next Bingo is scheduled for 

October 15th. Tickets will be available at the 

Church office after October 1st. 

The Adopt an Angel Program 

will be ramping up at the end of 

October.  If you are not able to 

attend the November General 

meeting to receive a name, contact Barbara 

Pray, 772-398-1357, iamapray@bellsouth.net 

after November 3rd and she will provide you 

with one. 

It’s time to kick off the Holiday 

Season with our formal Christmas 

Party being held on Thursday, 

December 9th, at Harbor Place, Jennings Road, 

Port St. Lucie.  Festivities begins at 11:30 AM. 

Tickets are $24.00 based on 35 attendees.  

Since this is our first time together for a holiday 

celebration in some time, we hope all our 

members will participate and join us at this 

event.  Please contact Anne Arnold at 732-948-

3496 or ahavilanda@gmail.com. for details. 

On November 3rd, 2021, Bishop 

Barbarito will preside over the “Tree 

of Remembrance” at St. Vincent De 

Paul Regional Seminary in Boynton 

Beach. There is still time to sign up a 

loved one or a friend, a $5.00 donation per 

name is appreciated.  All proceeds benefit the 

Burse Fund. Contact Elizabeth Walters, 772-

879-2639 or lizwalters72@hotmail.com for 

additional information. 

You may have noticed CCW members wearing blue scarves as a sign of unity on Council 

Sundays, special events and at memorial services. If you are interested in purchasing one, 

please contact Anne Immesberger at 772-201-8736 or aimmesberger@gmail.com. 
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SERVICE 

Pop Tab Pandemonium is a fund raiser to 

collect pop/beer tabs from aluminum cans.  

Mariposa Elementary school collects the tabs 

and takes them to the Ronald McDonald house 

in the State of Florida.  Believe it or not, these 

tabs add up to enough money, when recycled, 

to pay for the Ronald McDonald house electric 

bill. Approximately 1430 pull tabs equals one 

pound. Please save your pop tabs for CCW and 

they will be delivered to the Mariposa School. 

                       Terri Shipko, Service Chairperson      

LEADERSHIP 

A Place at the Table 

 

 A Place at the Table initiative is in response to 

the request of Most Reverend Gerald M. 

Barbarito, Bishop of the Palm Beach Diocese,   

that the Council of Catholic Women develop a 

program to help feed the homeless in our 

Diocese.  Each affiliation, deanery and the 

PBDCCW is asked to set a place at the table, in 

keeping with the theme, at every event where 

food is part of the admission:  a casual setting 

for a bingo luncheon, a more formal setting at 

events such as our Christmas luncheon. The 

place setting would include a table tent 

explaining: 

This place at the table is set  

on behalf of the homeless.  

 The price of the meal/admission 

 will be donated to the Bishop 

 for his use 

 in feeding the homeless. 

 

While this does not represent a lot of money, 

when it is multiplied across the whole of 

PBDCCW, it becomes a significant help to our 

Bishop’s cause.  It is NOT appropriate to take a 

collection or, have separate fundraisers, since a 

part of the goal is raising awareness.       

      Betty McKinley, Leadership Chairperson 

 

LEGISLATION 

 

Since we have just past Labor Day, the 

Florida bishops continue to support global 

workplace justice and to cultivate an attitude 

of solidarity to strengthen our royal 

communal rural communities.  The issues are 

complex and worldwide.  What can we, as 

individuals, do to show solidarity with our 

farm workers and other contingent laborers 

and their families? 

 

1. Begin with prayer… which makes us 

mindful of our blessings, of others’ 

needs, and our obligation to act in 

solidarity with others.  The bishops 

urge families at every meal to be 

thankful to God for their food 

provided by the work of growers and 

farm hands. 

2. Study the issues raised here in order 

to form a conscience that 

understands the dignity of other 

people, the meaning of dignity in 

human labor and the ethics of our 

system. 

3. Initiate and support parish level 

activities identified by writing to 

public officials and editorial pages to 

support policies that dignify workers 

at the security of Florida growers.  

Promote rural communities and 

create accountability. 

4. Seek out local farmers’ markets so as 

to support a sustainable food system 

based on fresh, seasonal, organic 

produce. 



5. By cultivating justice in our attitudes 

and campaigns, we express solidarity 

with our neighbors.  Thinking about, 

not only the cost of the food we 

bring into our home, but also the 

human cost to provide it. 

 

This is about our food source!  Shouldn’t this 

be a concern for us? 

                  Bonnie Lay, Legislative Advocate 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Mortencia Maldonado 

1      Annette Murphy 

6 Irene Klopf 

11 Mary Ellen Arzich 

12 Leaser “Lisa” Augustine 

16 Mary Del Duca 

20 Ellen Milan 

22 Ann McGowan  

23 Tracey Pizzella 

23 Kathleen Proctor 

25 Phyllis Stephens  

27 Lorraine Walter 

28 Mary Zottoli 
(If we accidentally missed your birthday, let us know so 

we can update our records and acknowledge your 

special day the following month.) 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

October 

   15  Bingo 

   23  Northern Deanery Meeting 

  St. Christopher’s-Hobe Sound  

    24  Men’s Club Picnic 

    28   CCW Board Meeting 

         

November 

       3     CCW General Meeting 

       3      Remembrance Tree Ceremony 

        

There still is a need for volunteers to assist before, 

during and after the event.  We are doing 

a “call out” to all bakers to stoke up their 

ovens and contribute their specialty 

desserts and treats to the ever popular 

and profitable “sweets table”.  The goodies can be 

delivered to the parish hall on Friday, November 6th 

after 10:00 AM, or early Saturday morning, November 

7th. Please contact Chairperson, Anne Immesberger at 

772-201-8736 or aimmesberger@gmail.com to learn 

how you can help make this event a rousing success. 

 

Sponsored by the Holy Family Council of 

Catholic Women 

 

Saturday, November 6
th

, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Sunday, November 7
th

, 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

    Holy Family Catholic Church 

     2330 SE Mariposa Avenue 

                        Port St Lucie 

 

Cash and Prize Raffles 

Unique Gifts 

Christmas Decorations 

Handmade Items 

New Product Offerings 

Delicious Baked Goods             
Stocking Fillers 

Jewelry 

Wreaths and more! 

 

 

Pope Francis Prayer to St. Joseph 

Hail Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

To you God entrusted His Only Son; 

In you Mary placed her trust; 

With you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself 

As father and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend 

us from evil.  Amen. 
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