
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARLTON, MA
10 H. Putnam Ext. 

 P.O. Box 338 Charlton City, MA 01508 

Pastor 
Reverend Bob Grattaroti 

 

Associate Pastor 
Reverend Charles Omolo 

 

Permanent Deacons 
Bill Shea 

Steve Miller 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
by appointment at 508-248-7862 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptismal preparation is required. 

Our next session is October 17th 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Arrangements for a wedding  
begin a year prior to the date.  

Call Parish Office at 508-248-7862 
for arrangements. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Perpetual Adoration takes place 
from the second story window to 

the right of the portico until 
further notice. 

 

Rosary 
Suspended for the time being. 

4 
October 

 

 

 

2020 

Parish Office: 508-248-7862 
Fax: 508-248-5832     

Email: stjoecharlton@aol.com 
Website:  stjosephscharlton.com 

CURRENT MASS 
SCHEDULE 

Saturday 4:30 pm    
Sunday 10:00 am & 5:00 pm   
Tuesday & Thursday 8:30 am 

 



 Saturday, October 3 

  4:30 pm    Russ Hokanson by Ron and Sheila     
         Hokanson 

Sunday, October 4 

10:00 am    Fallen Firefighters of Charlton: Don  
         Stearns, Jr. and John Daily by the Charlton
         Fire Department 

Tuesday, October 6 

  8:30 am    Charlotte Landry by Iris Jennings 

Thursday, October 8 

  8:30 am    Jamie Fors by her Mother, Karen Zaleski 

Saturday, October 10 

  4:30 pm   Howard Oliver (8th Anniv) by his Wife, Pat 

Sunday, October 11 

10:00 am   Steve Ide by the Family 

 5:00 pm    Intentions of Fr. Ken Bonadies by the  
        Perczak Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in this ALL CHURCH 

PRAYER SERVICE will be Ministers/
Priests and Congregants from: 

Charlton Baptist Church, United Methodist 
Church, Charlton Federated Church, Living 

Word Church and St. Joseph Church. And all 
who wish to join in. 

 

PRAYER 
 Heavenly Father, Creator of the 

Universe, You sent your only begotten Son 
into the world to save it. 

Again we cry out in our need for an end to 
this Pandemic. 

By your most Holy Spirit you can sanctify 
the world once more. 

Create in us and for us a miracle, for, with 
contrite hearts, we trust that you can do all 

things.  
Lord Jesus, look upon us with compassion. 
 Let your medicinal heart rid this world of 

this deadly virus. Save us from all ruin, 
harm and disease. 

Blessed Trinity, protect and guide your 
children, who call your creation our home; 

Look not on our sins, but on our faith, 
and renew in us a hope for a better 

future.  We make our prayer in the name of 
Jesus, the Lord. AMEN 

NOTICE REGARDING DIOCESAN                    
TELEVISED MASS: The Daily and Sunday TV 

Masses, Family Rosary and programs produced 
by the Diocese will no longer be available on Charter 

Channel 193 after October 23. If you watch on the 

internet, nothing has changed. TV Ministry is working 

to get on more local access stations. Look for an updated 
list online at worcesterdiocese.org before October 23. 

29th annual Life Chain on October 4th, 
2:00 - 3:30 pm.  This is a peaceful, 

prayerful witness held annually 
across the nation. Life Chain stations 

located at Elm Park/Highland St. and 
at Denny's Restaurant on Lincoln St. 

in Worcester and at White City Plaza in Shrewsbury. 
For information, contact Louise at 508-756-1150. 

 

 
 

 

 

Our next Baptismal Preparation session will take place 

Saturday, October 17th. Please call the parish office at 

508-248-7862 to register for the session. 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession) 
is available by calling 508-248-7862 or email 
us at stjoecharlton@aol.com to 
make an appointment with Fr. 
Bob or Fr. Charles. Confessions 
are heard either outdoors or in 
the Cornerstone. 



BOOK CLUB 
 
 

Thursday October 22th at 7:00 pm 
we will discuss the book; The 

Practice of the Presence of God by 
Brother Lawrence. Contact Lisa 
Diezel for more information at 

lisadiezel@aol.com. 

THE CROSS OF ST. FRANCIS…the San Damiano Cross was in the 
abandoned chapel of San Damiano on the Assisi hillside where Francis entered 
and was praying when he heard these words from the Cross, "Francis, Francis 
go and rebuild my church, for as you can see, it has fallen to ruin." 
    An unknown Umbrian artist painted this cross in the 12th century. As you 
can see, the figure of Christ is alive and here represented is the Paschal 
Mystery! His Death, Resurrection and Ascension. Jesus vestment, a loin cloth is 
the underclothing made of linen and gold, used by the high priest in the Old 
Testament. His chest, throat and neck are pictured as very strong.  His 
Ascension is represented in the red circle above His head. And the angels 
surrounding Him welcome Him into heaven. Above that is a portrayal of the 

Hand of the Father, giving a blessing with the finger extended--The Holy Spirit. The Father gives the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to all because of the merits of the Passion of Christ. The various calligraphic 
scrolls around the Cross symbolize the mystical vine, I am the vine, you are the branches. 
    Mary and John are placed side by side, with Mary’s left hand placed to her cheek, symbolizing her 
acceptance and love of John.  On the other side of Christ are Mary Magdalen, next to Christ with her 
hand on her chin indicating a confided secret: He is Risen. Her scarlet robe indicates love. Mary Clopas, 
alleged to be the mother of St. James, stands next to her wearing a light green mantle representing 
hope. The Centurion next to her holds a piece of wood in his left hand, indicating the building of the 
synagogue. The little boy beyond his shoulder is his son healed by Jesus. The lesser figures: at Jesus 
right and left hand, represent Longinus, the Roman soldier who pierced Jesus side with a lance and 
Stephen, the soldier who offered Jesus a sponge soaked in vinegar. There are unknown saints at the 
bottom of the cross, reputed to be Samian, Ruffin, Michael, John the Baptist and Pater and Paul. 
Two groups of angels, just below his hands, seem to be animatedly discussing the scene unfolding 
before them. For God so loves the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever believes in Him shall 
not die but have life everlasting. Jn 20:3-9 
Behind Christ is the open tomb; Christ is alive and standing over the tomb. The red of love, overcomes 
the black of death. The prominent red color of the cross represents love. The Cross is the sign and 
symbol of love par excellence.  There is an inner gold line beginning at the bottom left and going all the 
way around the cross, ending at the bottom right, the two ends of this gold line are not joined and there 
are two figures at the very bottom right, just inside the gold line. The significance of this is that we are 
all included in the passion, death and resurrection and those two figures represent the human race. 
    Significant also is the fact that Christ is alive. In all of the ancient  churches of Christendom, when the 
cross was represented there either was no Christ figure on it (because He rose from the dead) or, if 
there was, He was always represented as living. The tradition of having a deceased Jesus on the Cross 
began in the late middle ages especially as the bubonic plague ravaged Europe, and the church saw the 
need to assist people in their suffering by concentrating on the sufferings and death of Jesus. This 
tradition has continued to this day. 
Again, the Living Jesus, spoke to Francis, go and rebuild my church. Not so much the building but what 
the building contains; God's People. Hence we are to bring love where there is hatred, joy where there 
is sadness, where there is injury, pardon; and where there is doubt, faith. 

 

Training Class for                

 

Saturday October 10th  from 9:00 am to Noon.                  
Contact Deacon Bill Shea at 508-254-8512. 



 
 
 
 
 

NOVENA FOR THE CAUSE OF LIFE 
 

 

Join Catholics around the world in this Novena-October 4 to 12.                            

Each day, reflect on a unique quote from Pope Francis, pray a decade  

of the rosary and conclude with the prayer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 4-Even the weakest and most vulnerable, the sick, the old, the unborn and the poor, are masterpieces of 
God’s creation…. 

October 5-Human life is sacred and inviolable, and the use of prenatal diagnosis for selective purposes must be 
strongly discouraged. 
October 6-It is God who gives life. Let us respect and love human life, especially vulnerable life in a mother’s womb. 
October 7-Every child who, rather than being born, is condemned unjustly to being aborted bears the face of 
Jesus Christ…. 
October 8-The Church cannot be expected to change her position on this question...It is not “progressive” to try 
to resolve problems by eliminating human life. 
October 9-Our defense of the innocent unborn...needs to be clear, firm and passionate for at stake is the dignity 
of a human life…. 
October 10-Equally sacred...are the lives of the poor, those already born, the destitute, the abandoned and the 
underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly… 
October 11-All too often...people do not accept the “Gospel of Life’ but let themselves be led by ideologies and 
ways of thinking that block life, that do not respect life…. 
October 12-Unborn children are always to be welcomed; life is always to be protected and loved, from conception 
to its natural end. 
 

 
 

PRAYER 
Oh Mary, bright dawn of the new world, 

Mother of the living, to you do we entrust the cause of life. 
Look down, O Mother, upon the vast numbers  

of babies not allowed to be born, of the poor whose lives are made difficult, 
of men and women who are victims of brutal violence, 

of the elderly and the sick killed by indifference or out of misguided mercy. 
Grant that all who believe in your Son may proclaim the Gospel of life  

with honest and love to the people of our time. 
Obtain for them the grace to accept that Gospel as a gift ever new, 

the joy of celebrating it with gratitude throughout their lives 
and the courage to bear witness to it resolutely, in order to build, 

together with all people of good will, the civilization of truth and love,  
To the praise and glory of God the Creator and lover of life.  AMEN 

 
Thank you TIM HARAN for 

the Sneeze Guards for our 

Music Ministry. 

 

Go to formed.org and sign in by using your email 
address.  It’s a free subscription from St. Joseph 

Church. If asked for a code use 7526f6. 



Corner   
 

PARISH OFFERINGS for the 
weekend of September 27th were 
$11,255.00, $578.00 for Building Fund 
and $218.00 fuel offerings.  Once 
again we thank you for your return 
of gifts of the Lord to our parish.   
 

The offering for the maintenance of the Shrines in the 
Holy Land is usually taken up on Good Friday, but 
because of the pandemic this year, no offerings were 
received. The Church has asked us to send offerings 
from the weekend of September 14th (The Feast of the 
Holy Cross). Our share, $300.00, to help maintain the 
shrines of our Lord's Life, death and resurrection in 
the Holy Land will be sent. 
 

Please note, if it is easier or more convenient to make 
your loving return to the Lord electronically, it may 
easily be done by going to the parish website; 
stjosephscharlton.com and click on Electronic Giving 
under the HOME heading.  God bless you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us stay in touch with you 
through texts and/or emails. Text the 
word CHARLTON to 84576 or visit 

app.flocknote.com/stjosephscharlton  

 

Scripture readings for week of October 4th 

S: Is 5:1-7/Ps 80:9, 12, 13-14, 15-16, 19-20 [Is 
5:7a]/Phil 4:6-9/Mt 21:33-43   
M: Gal 1:6-12/Ps 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 and 10c [5]/Lk 
10:25-37 
T: Gal 1:13-24/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15 
[24b]/Lk 10:38-42 
W: Gal 2:1-2, 7-14/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Lk 11:1-4 
Th: Gal 3:1-5/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/Lk 11:5-13 
F: Gal 3:7-14/Ps 111:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 11:15-26 
S: Gal 3:22-29/Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Lk 11:27-
28 
Next Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
[6cd]/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 
  

WELCOME to 

St. Joseph Parish, 
we are glad you 
are here. If you 
are new to the 
Parish please 

contact Sr. Agnes 
at 508-248-7862 

to register. 

PRAYER BEFORE MASS-Almighty ever-

living God, who in the abundance of your 

kindness surpass the merits and the 

desires of those who entreat you, pour out 

your mercy upon us to pardon what 

conscience dreads and to give what 

prayer does not dare to ask. Through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with 

you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. AMEN 

 

Thank you VICKI MOLNAR 

for Your generous gift to 

Life Teen! 

“Say No to ROE” The state legislature has extended 
the session until January 5, 2021. Please remind the 
members of the Joint Committee on Judiciary that 
you oppose the expansion of abortion in Massachusetts 
by calling 617-722-2396 and let 
them know you are opposed to 
H3320 and S1209 – the ROE 
legislation. www.macatholic.org 

Knights of Columbus annual Coats for 
Kids Campaign.  Each case of 12 coats 
costs $238, roughly $20 a coat.  Can you 
help out again this year?  Please send 
check payable to Knights of Columbus 
Council 11379, P.O. Box 373, Charlton, 
MA 01507. 



 

Advanced Water Quality, Bill Delaney 508-248-1500 

Alliance Realty, Diane Dabrowski (P)  508-248-6966 

Allworth Realty 508-434-5871 

Aucoin-Ryan Realty (Brenda Ryan)  508-765-9155 

Bair Insurance Agency (Edward Bair) 508-248-4204 

Bellanger-Bullard Funeral Home  508-764-3968 

Camosse Masonry Supply (P)   508-248-4044 

Carmelite Sisters of the Eucharist (P)  508-248-2936 

CatholicMatch.com/MA 888-605-3977 

Charlton Furniture 508-248-5566 

Charlton Manor Rest Home  508-248-5136 

Charlton Oil Company  508-248-9797 

Charlton Optical  508-248-1188 

Charlton Funeral Home  508-248-4200 

Coonan Insurance Agency (P)  508-987-7122 

CBR Realtor-Anne Marie Sorenson (P) 508-612-8647 

Daniel T. Morrill Funeral Home  508-764-7922 

David Barbale Home Improvement  508-248-6709 

DiPietro Masonry, Allen DiPietro (P)  508-248-4704 

Elliot Burlingame & Sons, Inc. (P) 508-248-5076 

Fairway NE Mortgage-William Murphy (P) 508-407-8300   

George’s Pizza and Subs 508-248-2048 

Harrison Landscaping  508-248-5488 

Jeff D. Helgerson Excavating & Septic 508-248-7242 

Jalbert Engineering (P)  508-347-5136 

Joseph J. Szela & Associates P.C.  508-248-1040 

Joshua Somers-House to Home Real Estate 

O’Malley’s Truck & Auto Body (P)  508-248-5829 

RPM Heating & Air  508-248-4474 

Sansoucy Funeral Home  508-764-2567 

Senior Link America 877-801-7772 

(P) denotes St. Joseph Parishioners 

  

 

FOOD PANTRY 

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 9:00-11:00 am.  

Food donations are gladly accepted. 

508-248-7862 

 

NEXT STEP BEREAVEMENT                 
For parents who have lost a child.    
4th Tuesday of the month, Medical 

Office Bldg. Harrington Hosp. Rm 4. 
Sue Brunell  508-344-1564. 

 

HOMELESS SHELTER ST. LUKE’S                                        
stlukesguesthouse.wordpress.com 

 

MARY MARTHA GUILD                   
Dedicated women serving the needs 

of the church community. We are 
always seeking new members.  

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS                                       
meet the 1st Wednesday of the month 

in the Knight's Room at 7:00 pm 

 

SECULAR FRANCISCANS                   
3rd Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm 

www.stjosephscharlton.com/order-
Franciscan-seculars 

 

RCIA & RCIC                                                                          
Rite of Christian Initiation for 

Adults or Children.  Interested in 
becoming Catholic? Contact Ted or 
Patty Covill at tcovill@charter.net. 

 

MARIAN PRAYER CENACLE 
Divine Mercy Chaplet and 
Benediction of the Blessed 

Sacrament Mondays at 7:00 pm 

 

DIVORCE SUPPORT MINISTRY                              
the 2nd and 4th Monday each month 

7:00-9:00 pm in the K of C Room. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY                      
Contact Ellen Thibodeau at                            

774-696-7544 if one is needed. 

CANCER SUPPORT                                 
St. Vincent Cancer & Wellness, 

Worcester. 1st Thursday with Mass 
at 11:30 am. 508-363-6246. 

CALIX SOCIETY                                             
Catholic Support for those fighting 

Addictions-3rd Saturday of the month. 
9:30-10:30 am 2nd floor of Emmaus 

Center, Webster. 508-887-2225 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
First Lights (gr. k-5) 

Sr. Agnes Patricia 
sisteragnespatricia@yahoo.com 

 

EDGE Youth Ministry (gr. 6-8) 
Sandra Buron 

mrsbedge2018@gmail.com 
 

      LifeTEEN Ministry (gr. 9-12) 
Deacon Bill Shea 

deaconbill@stjosephscharlton.com 
 

Adult Faith Formation (AFF)  
Susan Montville 

tsmontville@aol.com 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sarah Stone 

sastone1614@gmail.com 
 

GRANDPARENTS RAISING 
GRANDCHILDREN                                    

Sharing experiences caring & 
learning about resources.       

Dianne 508-764-4553 

 

24 HOUR PRAYER LINE                        
508-434-0106 or 

prayer@missionariesofmercy.net 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT -We are a Community of Faith, called by Jesus Christ to become His hands, 
His feet, His heart, reaching out in love to each other, our families, our neighbors, our nation and the world. 


