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Lessons and Discussions 

 

Page 4 – Advent: Happy New Year! 
Page 7 – Advent Wreaths 

Page 10 – The Falseness of the Rapture Theory 

“Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will 
be left.” 
Page 14 – Live in the World, but not of the World 

“they were eating and drinking...they did not know until the flood 
came and carried them away.” 
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Entrance Antiphon – Psalm 24:1-3 

Should be chanted so that the time of prayer, study and discus-
sion can be made sacred. 
 

 
 
Alternate options: 

Hymn 

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

Remnant 

Light of the World 

Collect - Roman Missal 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, 
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ 

with righteous deeds at his coming, 

so that, gathered at his right hand, 

they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. 
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was made know by the message of an angel may, by His Passion 

and Cross, be brought to the glory of His resurrection.  Through 

the same Christ our Lord.  Amen 

“The End” Notes 

[1] The Church’s Year pg. 11 

[2] The Church’s Year pg. 11 

[3] The Church’s Year pg. 12 

[4] John 3:30 

[5] In Conversation with God vol. 1 pg. 5 

[6] http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/religion/re0132.html 

[7] Sacramentary 

[8] Modern Catholic Dictionary pg. 456 

[9] CCC 675 

[10] CCC 682 

[11] CCC – 1021-1022 

[12] CCC - 1040 

[13] The Church’s Year pg. 16-17 

[14] Revelation 22:4-5 

[15] Beginning Apologetics 8 “The End Times” Pg. 11 

[16] Catholic Survival Guide pg. 261 

[17] Matthew 25:31-32, 46 

[18] Beginning Apologetics 8 “The End Times” pg. 14 

[19] 1 Thessalonians 4:16 

[20] Open Wide the Doors to Christ pg. 186 

[21] Ibid. 

[22] Byzantine Liturgy Anaphora – similar to the Roman Rite (Canon) 

[23] 1 Peter 5:8-9 

[24] 1 Jn 15-17 

[25] The Penny Catechism 

[26] Modern Catholic Dictionary pg. 298 

[27] In Conversation with God vol. 1 pg. 2  
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Marian Antiphon – Alma Redemptoris Mater 

 

 
 

Alma Redemptoris Mater (English Translation) 

 
Loving mother of the Redeemer, open door to heaven and star of 

the sea, come quickly to the aid of thy people, fallen indeed but 

striving to stand again.  To nature’s astonishment thou wert the 

mother of thy holy Creator without ceasing to be a virgin, and 

heard from Gabriel that greeting: “Hail.” Have pity on us sinners. 

 
V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 

R. And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Let us pray.  Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into 

our hearts, that we to whom the incarnation of Christ Thy Son 
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Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 24:37-44 – Roman Missal 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

- Glory to you O Lord 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so it 

will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In those days before the 
flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, up to the day that Noah entered the ark. They did not 

know until the flood came and carried them all away. So will it 

be also at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be out in 

the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. Two women will 

be grinding at the mill; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which day your 

Lord will come. Be sure of this: if the master of the house had 

known the hour of night when the thief was coming, he would 

have stayed awake and not let his house be broken into. So too, 

you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the 
Son of Man will come.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

- Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Spiritual Reading 

 
From St. Bernard 

God reveals to you, as he did to the children, what is hidden 

from the learned and wise: the true ways of salvation. Meditate 

on them with the greatest attention. Steep yourselves in the 

meaning of these Advent days. And above all, pay heed to him 
who is approaching; think whence he comes and whither it is he 

advances; consider his purpose in coming, the ripeness of the 

times, the route he may choose for his approach. Such specula-

tion cannot but be good. Our curiosity is far from being an idle 

one. The Universal Church would not celebrate this Advent time 

with such solemnity of devotion did it not contain within it some 
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great mystery. 

 

Responsory – Divine Office 

 

Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy on us. 

- Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy on us. 

 

Thou who are about to come into the world 
- Have mercy on us. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

 - Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy on us. 

 

Advent: Happy New Year! – Lesson and Discussion 
 

We are in the throws of the Holiday spirit. We just celebrated 

Thanksgiving, Christmas is just right around the corner, and 

soon enough we will celebrate a new calendar year. However, in 

the Catholic Church we are celebrating a new year within the 

church! We have concluded the Ordinary Time, and now, the 
Church is entering into Advent. Much like our secular world 

waits with anticipation for the upcoming Christmas and New 

Year’s holidays, the Church is in anticipation of a different kind. 

We enter into the next four weeks of the coming of Christ. 

 
We can witness very clearly the difference between the secular 

calendar and the religious or Church calendar.  The moment 

Halloween ends, the grocery store has replaced the isle that use 

to contain Halloween candy, witches and goblins with Christmas 

candy canes and Santa Claus.  The secular world jumps from 

one money making holiday to the next without reflection.  The 
Church does not rapidly jump from one feast to another, but 

instead carefully prepares the souls of the faithful for what they 

are about to experience.  Christmas is not just another holiday, 

another “thing” to make money on or celebrate, it is so im-

portant the Church put the birth of our Lord at the beginning of 
its year and gives four full weeks for the faith to prepare for this 

great feast. 

 

What is the meaning of Advent? The word “Advent” signifies 

coming, and by it is understood the visible coming of the Son of 

God into this world, at two different times.”[1] What are the two 
visible times of the coming of God?  One is the Nativity (born of 

the Virgin Mary).  One is yet to happen (He will come again to 
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shift, he was working through the night and looked forward to 

the sun rising because that meant he could get off work and go 

home, to eat or sleep or simply relax and not be “on guard”.   
 

Sometimes we stare at the clock and could not wait for a partic-

ular thing to be over.  For example, it could be school or work. If 

a person has ever had this feeling then they know that their de-

sire is the end, the end of the work or school hours.  This is how 

we count on the Lord, we know he will come and we eagerly 
await.  Psalm 130 is fulfilled in the Eucharist.  “My soul is wait-

ing for the Lord, I count on his word”.  We know as Catholics 

that Word became flesh.  Christ is among us!  Catholics have the 

Word made flesh in the Eucharist, and we await the second 

coming, not the first or the rapture. 
 

 Profession of Faith or Popular Devotion – An Advent Prayer 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ever faithful to your promises 

and ever close to your Church: the earth rejoices in hope of the 

Savior's coming and looks forward with longing to his return at 

the end of time. Prepare our hearts and remove the sadness that 

hinders us from feeling the joy and hope which his presence will 
bestow, for he is Lord forever and ever. Amen. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

Oratory Place of Prayer – Prayer for the Faithful Departed 

Divine Mercy Card or Oratory: Place of Prayer pg. 23. To purchase 
this card or prayer book visit http://
remnantband.bandcamp.com/merch  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 
 

Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let Perpetual Light shine up-

on them. May the souls of the faithful departed, though the mer-

cy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
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do not care what happens to them in the afterlife. Why is it 

wrong to “eat, drink, and be marry” when we know we’ll die 

someday? The problem with this is our actions here in this life 
have consequences. If we live only for the joys of this world that 

is all we’ll gain and obtain after we die instead of everlasting joy 

in heaven.  Joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.  Happiness comes 

from the pleasures of the world of sensations; happiness comes 

and goes it is temporary.  We can think of joy as a permanent 

and eternal happiness.  “Joyful emotions affect the body, but 
they are essentially in the higher faculties of the soul.  Joy dif-

fers from pleasure [happiness]…joy is possessed by angels and 

human being and its source is the rational will.”[26]  We sing 

during Christmas “Joy to the World” not “Happiness to the 

World”.  The Word did not become flesh so that we could be hap-
py, but that we can choose through our free will, eternal joy, and 

eternal peace.  We choose the peace and joy that comes only 

from Christ. 

How do I live in the world, but not of the world? We must 

realize everything has a purpose or is a means to an end. We 

spoke of marriage as a means to get two spouses to heaven, the 

end. Concerning anything we are engaged in, we must ask the 

question, “What is the ultimate end of this”? Is this leading to 
heaven or away from heaven? Is this leading me anywhere at all?  

 

Think of times when you were wrapped up in the world and 

not focusing on the Lord. 

What are some things you can do to be ready if and when 

the Lord comes in your lifetime? 

Why would the Church choose this reading for Advent? Je-

sus knows that not everyone will be ready when he comes again, 

just like the world was not ready when he was born. Few ex-
pected the coming of Christ. Most were so focused on their lives 

and what was important to them in this world, they were blind 

to the coming of Jesus.[27] The Church realizes that to get in the 

true spirit of the Christmas season we must prepare ourselves, 

meditate, and wait in joyful hope just as our ancestors did thou-
sands of years ago.  Each night during Wednesday Night Prayer 

the Church prays Psalm 130 which says, “My soul is waiting for 

the Lord, I count on his word.  My soul is longing for the Lord 

more than watchman for daybreak.  Let the watchman count of 

daybreak and Israel on the Lord.”  The watchman had the night 
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judge the living and the dead).  Both of the visible times of the 

coming of God are in the Creed. 

 
What is Advent? It is a solemn time of preparation and antici-

pation of the Lord. We are to meditate on the Incarnation of 

Christ, the love, patience, and humility, which He has shown us, 

and to give proper gratitude to Him. It is also a time of repent-

ance, fasting, prayer, alms-giving, and other works in accord-

ance that would be pleasing to God.[2] 
 

What should we meditate on since Christ has already come? 

First, we should meditate on the thousands of years and the all 

those who lived the faith waiting, praying, hoping in the coming 

of their Lord. That during their days of darkness and troubles 
they kept the faith in the hope that their redeemer would come. 

We know Christ has come and walked amongst us, and we 

should be thankful. However, we are also to take the time and 

recount in the hope of Christ’s second coming.[3] Hope is a pow-

erful thing, we hope and we wait.  For example, people who are 

passionate about a sports team will wait and wait, faithful to the 
end. They won’t stop believe for a sports team, but for Christ 

they will not wait.  Take for instance Chicago Cub fans who have 

waiting since 1908 for World Series win. 

 

Video “Cubs Fans” – POP CULTURE CONNECTION – 3:21 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=quKraecWnTs 

The Chicago Cubs have not won a World Championship in over 

100 years! They are even known as the “loveable losers”. Yet, 

their fan base continues to wait and hope that this year will be 

“the year”. 

 
Video Advent Meditation – POP CULTURE CONNECTION - 

5:17 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hcdrqE3FOBU 

This video has bible quotes and the theme is “As the people of 

God, we will wait for the lord.” Take time to rest, slowly meditate 
on the words, and enjoy! 

 

Why do we have four weeks of Advent? After not thinking 

about Christmas for almost a whole year, the Church blocks out 

this time so we can take the time to prepare ourselves for the 

celebration of the birth of Christ. We prepare ourselves by going 
to confession and repententing from our sinful ways. We prepare 

ourselves from letting go of this world and their attempts to ma-

terialize the holiday with presents and gifts alone, and instead 
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focus on the coming of our savior. It is a time to pray and medi-

tate on the Holy Spirit, Mary, the Archangel Gabriel, the Incar-

nation, St. Joseph, St. Nicholas, the shepherds, the three wise 
men, the three kings, and of course the second person of the Ho-

ly Trinity, Jesus Christ. 

 

Why should we get to Confession during this time of Ad-

vent? Our motto for the Advent season should be “He must in-

crease, but I must decrease.”[4] Jesus humbles himself to be-
come an infant, and born in a stable. We must be willing to 

humble ourselves too by admitting we are sinners and ask for 

forgiveness in the Sacrament of Confession. By humbling our-

selves we are able to receive the child Jesus. 

 
In 1980, just before Christmas, then Pope John Paul II was with 

over two thousand children in a church in Rome. He began with 

a question, “How are you preparing for Christmas?” A child 

shouted, “By praying!” The Pope responded, “Very good, by pray-

ing, the Pope says, but also by going to Confession. You must go 

to Confession so that you can go to Communion later. Will you 
do that?” The little children all shouted very loudly, “We will!” 

“Yes, you ought to go.” Said the Holy Father. Then lowering to a 

whisper he said, “The Pope will also go to Confession so as to 

receive the Child Jesus worthily.”[5] 

 
VIDEO –Pope Francis on Confession – POP CULTURE CON-

NECTION – 2:19 

http://youtu.be/zbbc06mp6bU  

Pope Francis has spent some time speaking on mercy and for-

giveness within the great sacrament of Confession. In the video 

he speaks of going every 15 days. He also speaks of the wisdom 
from mothers and grandmothers of feeling better to confess it 

the first time and be done with that sin rather than turn pale a 

thousand times in that sin. 

 

Why does the priest where purple during this time? Not just 
the priest, but also all the cloths on the altar and in the church 

are in purple. It is also good to point out incase you didn’t no-

tice, but the Gloria wasn’t sung today either, and won’t be sung 

during the Advent season. All of this is because just like Lent, 

we are in a time of preparation and anticipation of the upcoming 

Christmas season. Purple represents preparation, penitence, 
and prayer. It can also represent the God’s divine royalty. Dis-

cuss Questions: What are some ways in which you can pre-

pare for Christmas? What sort of prayers or penitence will 
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similar things in the second reading when St. Paul told the Ro-

mans to stay awake, stay away from the temptations of the flesh, 

and to put on Jesus Christ. 

In the Byzantine rite of the Catholic Church the phrase “be at-

tentive” is used often.  The phrase is especially used before the 
congregation hears the Word of God, and before the consecration 

of the bread and wine, “Let us stand aright, let us stand in awe, 

let us be attentive to offer the holy oblation in peace."[22]  As we 

are attentive at the Divine Liturgy, we are to be attentive in life.  

As we wait for the Word and the Word made flesh in the Eucha-

rist, we also wait for the second coming of Our Lord.  We must 
be attentive, if not we will be devoured, the Church prays each 

Night during Tuesday Night Prayer, “Stay sober and alert.  Your 

opponent the devil is prowling like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour.  Resist him, solid in your faith”[23] 

What’s wrong with enjoying the things of this world? If God 

made it, and he said it was good why can’t we enjoy it? The 

things of this world can be good, and when we enjoy them with 
temperance and moderation, they are fine. However when they 

become our God, when we focus on them more than on God who 

made them, then we are sinning. St. John wrote, “Do not love 

the world or the things of the world. If anyone loves the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, 

sensual lust, enticement for the eyes, and the pretentious life, is 
not from the Father but is from the world. Yet the world and its 

enticement are passing away. But whoever does the will of God 

remains forever.”[24]As part of our daily spiritual exercises as 

Catholics, we should remember that in all things of the world we 

always ask two questions.  These two questions can save our 
soul from being consumed by the world.  “As to my eating, 

drinking, sleeping, and amusements, I should use all these 

things with moderation and with a desire to please God.”[25]  We 

should ask ourselves, “Is what I am doing in moderation?” and 

“Is what I am doing pleasing to God?” Reflection Question: Is 

there something in my life that I love more than God? What 
steps will I take to make the will of God my primary focus? 

Tripping Billies by Dave Matthews Band- POP CULTURE 

CONNECTION - 4:10 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsUuYkMHV4w  

This lively song epitomizes the Gospel reading. The song is sung 

about a guy and girl enjoying the world to excess (drinking, eat-

ing, sex, drugs). They are so wrapped up in the world that they 
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again once and for all, in judgment, to create the new heaven 

and the new earth. When we proclaim at Mass the Mystery of 

our Faith we do not say, “Christ has died, Christ has risen, 
Christ will come again and Christ will come again.”  We do not 

say he will come twice but once and once and for all. 

 

What’s the problem with believing in the rapture theory? 

Though this theory may seem harmless, the belief and practice 

of The Rapture theory is dangerous because it contradicts Cath-
olic doctrine in two ways: 

 

1. The rapture creates a disparity between the Church militant 

(those on earth) and the Church triumphant (those in heaven). 

The believe presents the Church militant as just waiting to be 
“caught up” to the Church in heaven. The Church militant is call 

to build the kingdom of God, not to just sit around and wait for 

Christ to save us at the last second so that at that moment we 

will be united with the Church triumphant.[20] Through the 

communion of Saints we are already in union with the faithful 

departed now, we do not have to wait until we are “caught up”.  
The souls of the faithful on earth, in purgatory and in heaven 

are united. 

2. The rapture diminishes the value of the redemptive suffering. 

The theory of the rapture promises those who believe they will be 

spared from suffering. However, Christ throughout the Gospels 
tells us the exact opposite. Jesus tells us we have to pick up our 

crosses and follow him (Mt 10:38; 16:24)[21] 

 

Discussion Question: Now knowing the history and theology 

to debunk the rapture theory, if someone came to you and 

began speaking about this theory to you, how would you 
handle it? What would you say? What’s one thing you will 

remember from this lesson that can help you defend the 

Catholic position? 

 

Live in This World, but Not of This World- Lesson and Dis-
cussion 

“they were eating and drinking...they did not know until the flood 

came and carried them away.” 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus points out that just like in the time of 

Noah, nobody was ready for the flood, so too the people of this 

age will not be ready when Jesus comes again. Christ teaches us 

to “stay alert”, and know the hour is at hand. We also heard 

7 

linktoliturgy.com 

you practice this Advent Season? 

 

Music Video - “SMS Shine” by David Crowder Band - POP 

CULTURE CONNECTION - 3:37  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8cAU475dQo  

The video is of a light brite story. The music sings of asking a 
whisper, a sign of some sort. The second verse speaks that they 

had received the sign, and then the final chorus tells us now it’s 

our turn to shine the light and overcome. During this Advent 

Season remember that Christ came as a hint, a whisper. The 

light of the stars help navigate the three wise men. Through the 

light of Christ we have our light that we must shine to the whole 
world to let them know that the birth of our Lord has come! That 

peace is brought to his people on Earth! 

 

Advent Wreaths – Lesson and Discussion 

 
What is an Advent Wreath? Why do we use it? When did it 

come to be? 

 

The History of the Advent Wreath by Fr. William Saunders 

[6] 

 
The Advent wreath is long-standing Catholic tradition. However, 

the actual origins of it are uncertain. There is evidence of pre-

Christian Germanic peoples using wreathes with lit candles dur-

ing the cold and dark December days as a sign of hope in the 

future warm and extended-sunlight days of Spring. In Scandina-
via during winter, lighted candles were placed around a wheel 

and prayers were offered to the god of light to turn “the wheel of 

the earth” back toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore 

warmth. 

 

By the middle Ages, the Christians adapted this tradition and 
used Advent wreathes as part of their spiritual preparation for 

Christmas. After all, Christ is “the Light that came into the 

world” to dispel the darkness of sin and to radiate the truth and 

love of God (cf. John 3:19-21). By 1600, both Catholics and Lu-

therans had more formal practices surrounding the Advent 
wreath. 

 

The symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is 

made of various evergreens, signifying continuous life. Even 

these evergreens have a traditional meaning which can be 

adapted to our faith: The laurel signifies victory over persecution 
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and suffering; pine, holly, and yew, immortality; and cedar, 

strength and healing. Holly also has a special Christian symbol-

ism: The prickly leaves remind us of the crown of thorns, and 
one English legend tells of how the cross was made of holly. The 

circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes 

the eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlast-

ing life found in Christ. Any pinecones, nuts, or seedpods used 

to decorate the wreath also symbolize life and resurrection. All 

together, the wreath of evergreens depicts the immortality of our 
soul and the new everlasting life promised to us through Christ, 

the eternal Word of the Father, who entered our world becoming 

true man and who was victorious over sin and death through 

His own passion, death, and resurrection. The four candles rep-

resent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each week 
represents one thousand years,  summed up to the 4,000 years 

from Adam and Eve until the Birth of the Savior. Three candles 

are purple and one is rose. The purple candles in particular 

symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory sacrifices and 

goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on 

the third Sunday, Gaudate Sunday, when the priest also wears 
rose vestments at Mass; Gaudate Sunday is the Sunday of re-

joicing, because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Ad-

vent, when their preparation is now half over and they are close 

to Christmas. The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes 

the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming 
into the world and the anticipation of His second coming to 

judge the living and the dead. 

 

The light again signifies Christ, the Light of the world. Some 

modern day adaptations include a white candle placed in the 

middle of the wreath, which represents Christ and is lit on 
Christmas Eve. Another tradition is to replace the three purple 

and one rose candles with four white candles, which will be lit 

throughout Christmas season. Since Advent is a time to stir-up 

our faith in the Lord, the wreath and its prayers provide us a 

way to augment this special preparation for Christmas. Moreo-
ver, this good tradition helps us to remain vigilant in our homes 

and not lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas. 

 

Activity: Making an Advent Wreath 

Though this activity may seem a little “childish” for the Jr. High 
and High School youth, but ask them how many of them actually 
have an Advent Wreath in their house, and use it? Not many do. 
This activity will get the youth ready for the season, and will link 
the liturgical season to home. 
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today’s Gospel is clear: “Jesus is using these examples to em-

phasize the suddenness and unexpectedness of His return.”[18] 

When you read further Jesus uses the analogy of a thief striking 
at a home. It is sudden and unnoticed. The thief doesn’t give no-

tice to the owner of the home, and the thief “takes” what he 

wants. Jesus will come “at an hour you do not expect”, but he 

isn’t coming secretly to scoop up people before he returns for 

everyone. Just like the great flood in Noah’s time was real, im-

mediate, and not hidden, so shall the second coming of Christ. 
In the Gospel Jesus says that they were “out in the field” and 

“grinding at the mill”.  The people in the Gospel were doing sim-

ple daily tasks; we are called to be faithful to Christ, especially 

by offering our simple daily tasks for the honor and glory of God.  

What are some of our simple daily tasks?  Often in our world 
we “hate” the simple daily tasks and have a “live for the week-

end” type mentality.  Why should we learn to value and “love” 

our simple daily tasks? 

 

What is St. Paul trying to say in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 then? 

This is yet another perfect example of Protestants misinterpret-
ing the Bible. Moreover, many of take just this quote, use it for 

their argument, but fail to look at the whole passage in the con-

text of St. Paul’s writings. 

 

St. Paul was writing this to the Thessalonians because they were 
afraid that Christians who died before the Second Coming of 

Christ would not be raised from the dead. Paul eases their wor-

ries by telling them that the dead shall rise first[19], and then we 

shall be brought together in Christ. The other thing to note here 

is that Christ’s return will be accompanied by the sound of loud 

trumpets, and the archangels will call out. This shows that when 
Christ comes again it will not be a secret or quiet affair. 

 

Jesus’ Third Coming? The biggest problem with the Rapture 

theory is that there is no Biblical, historical, or doctrinal proof to 

support it. Again, it wasn’t until the 19th century that this theo-
ry became known.  

 

If we think about this logically and reasonably we see that this 

goes against the Christian faith. The Christian faith teaches that 

Jesus will come again, and that will be it. In the theory of the 

Rapture, Jesus comes and gathers up those that believe, and 
then comes again a final time. If we are counting that equals 

three times. Nowhere in scripture does Jesus say he will come 

three times. Christ, numerous times, stated he was to come 
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rapture happens. 

 

First, it is important to note here that the majority of the Chris-
tians, including the Protestant reformers, to this day believe in 

the Catholic view of the Second Coming.  However, fictional 

books and movements that happened back in the mid 1800’s 

have duped many people (including Catholics) to believe in this 

theory. This understanding of the rapture started in the 19th 

century in England, by Darby of the Plymoth Brethren and then 
spread to America where groups of Protestants were so fixated 

on the second coming of Christ that they began trying to predict 

the final coming of Christ. This lead to the birth of the 

“Adventists”. The Adventists began interpreting the Bible to fit 

their beliefs on the rapture.[15]  
 

The Fundamentalist view of the Rapture is that before Christ 

comes at the end of time, Jesus will take those who believe in 

Him from this earth to be spared from the great tribulation. They 

see this in 1 Thess 4:15-17 where St. Paul speaks of those that 

are still living caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord there. 
From this point there will be great tribulation, and right before 

the end of the world (Armageddon) Jesus will come again with all 

those that were caught up and those already in Heaven and 

reign for a millennium, then comes a new heaven and a new 

earth. This idea of Christ reigning on earth for a millennium is 
where the term “millenarianism” comes from. There are some 

slight differences among those who believe in this theory; for ex-

ample, some disagree on if the great tribulation would take place 

before, during, or after the rapture, but all believed these events 

would happen at some point.[16] Some also disagree on whether 

the rapture is a separate event from the second coming. 
 

Scripture does not support the idea of a thousand year rule be-

fore final judgment. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus clearly says that 

when the Son of Man comes again he will sit on his glorious 

throne, all will be gathered, and he will separate the sheep from 
the goats (saints from sinners) where the goats will be sent to 

eternal punishment.[17] 

 

In today’s Gospel it spoke of people being taken, and others 

being left. Doesn’t that prove the rapture? Many people that 

believe in the Rapture theory point to today’s Gospel reading, 
and claim that those being “taken” is interpreted as the rapture. 

However, nothing in these passages speaks of Jesus secretly 

coming to come and get them. The context and meaning behind 
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Supplies: 

Christmas Wreaths 

Candles (3 purple 1 pink) 
Candleholders 

 

Prayers: 

In family practice, the Advent wreath is most appropriately lit at 

dinnertime after the blessing of the food. A traditional prayer 

service using the Advent wreath proceeds as follows: On the 
First Sunday of Advent, the father of the family blesses the 

wreath, praying: O God, by whose word all things are sanctified, 

pour forth Thy blessing upon this wreath, and grant that we who 

use it may prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ and may 

receive from Thee abundant graces. Who livest and reignest for-
ever. Amen.” He then continues for each of the days of the first 

week of Advent, O Lord, stir up Thy might, we beg thee, and 

come, that by Thy protection we may deserve to be rescued from 

the threatening dangers of our sins and saved by Thy deliver-

ance. Who livest and reignest forever. Amen.” The youngest child 

then lights one purple candle. 

During the second week of Advent, the father prays: O Lord, stir 

up our hearts that we may prepare for Thy only begotten Son, 
that through His coming we may be made worthy to serve Thee 

with pure minds. Who livest and reignest forever. Amen.” The 

oldest child then lights the purple candle from the first week 

plus one more purple candle. 

During the third week of Advent, the father prays: O Lord, we 

beg Thee, incline Thy ear to our prayers and enlighten the dark-

ness of our minds by the grace of Thy visitation. Who livest and 
reignest forever. Amen.” The mother then lights the two previ-

ously lit purple candles plus the rose candle. 

Finally, the father prays during the fourth week of Advent, O 

Lord, stir up Thy power, we pray Thee, and come; and with great 

might help us, that with the help of Thy grace, Thy merciful for-

giveness may hasten what our sins impede. Who livest and 

reignest forever. Amen.” The father then lights all of the candles 
of the wreath. 
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Stay Alert!  

The Falseness of the Rapture Theory – Lesson and Discus-

sion 
“Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken, and one will 
be left.” 
 

In the last lesson we learned what Advent is and the time of 

waiting. For us Christians today, Christ has already come, died, 

rose from the dead, ascended into Heaven, and will return one 

day. We are “waiting in joyful hope of the coming of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.”[7] However, this impending coming of Jesus has 

created various thoughts and much confusion, some that have 

lead to whole other religions (i.e. Seventh Day Adventist)  

 

You may have seen it before, but there is a bumper sticker that 
says, “In case of Rapture car will be vacant”. Also a few years 

back, there was a very popular book series titled Left Behind. In 

the series it followed the Protestant popular belief of the 

“rapture”. There have been many questions from both Catholics 

and other Christian believers about the second coming and the 

rapture even before the book series, but since the books have 
sold millions of copies it has spurred much discussion about 

this topic. 

 

What does “Rapture” mean? Rapture means, “A form of ecsta-

sy, one that is sudden and violent. This violent motion cannot, 
as a rule be resisted, whereas in the case of simple ecstasy, re-

sistance is possible, at least at the outset.”[8]  The word 

“rapture” comes from the Latin rapio, meaning “to catch up” or 

“take away”. 

 

What’s the Catholic’s position on “The Rapture”? The Cate-
chism teaches before the Second Coming there will be an event 

that will “shake the faith of many believers”[9]. This is in line 

with what Christ taught in the Gospel today when he said to 

“Stay alert!” From this point, there will be deception among be-

lievers offering those with the solution. This will be lead by the 

“anti-Christ”. At this section of the Catechism in paragraph 676, 
it condemns views of “millenarianism” many of which contain 

the rapture theory. 

 

As Catholics, we believe at Christ’s second coming, all those that 

have died in God’s grace will rise from the dead in their glorified 
bodies, and those who are alive will be caught together to Christ. 

There will be a final judgment made by Jesus by revealing first 

the secrets of our hearts to all, and second, he will render judg-
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ment to each of us according to our works and acceptance (or 

refusal) of grace[10]. As Catholics we do not use the term 

“Rapture” as a second event because it will occur when Christ 
comes again at the end of time. 

 

Why will God hold a universal public Judgment? Although we 

have an initial immediate judgment[11] that is one on one with 

Christ, God has made the final judgment[12] public for many 

reasons:  
 

1.God shows all how just He is, and to show how the body, 

which was used for sin or for virtue will be punished or reward-

ed. 

 
2. The lowly, the oppressed poor, those that were given injustice, 

and those that were the least before will be given proper justice 

in front of everyone while the ones who have abused those peo-

ple will be put to shame in front of all. 

 

3. All the graces and means of salvation that was given to each 
of us may be made known. 

 

4. To show the world the divine providence of God. He will show 

how his acts even when allowing evil and wicked to prosper, 

were in accordance with his greatest wisdom. 
 

5. The wicked shall learn the goodness of God, not so they can 

benefit, but for their sorrow, and show how He (God) rewards 

even the smallest work for His love and honor. 

 

6. To show all, especially the wicked, that Christ is to be exalted 
and his words were of truth and fully manifested.[13] 

 

At the universal public judgment, there are no secrets; the 

Church is reminded of this after evening prayer II during Night 

Prayer each Sunday night.  “They shall see the Lord face to face 
and bear his name on their foreheads.  The night shall be no 

more.  They will need no light from lamps or the sun, for the 

Lord God shall give them light, and they shall reign forever.”[14] 

 

What is the Non-Catholic view on “The Rapture”? 

 
Rapture in a Church- POP CULTURE CONNECTION - 0:31 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlz79qOLnss 

This is a short video of what people believe will happen when the 


