
 

The Epiphany - Adoration of the Magi 

1. Read (Seek) — Read the verses slowly and prayerfully several times. 
Write down any words or phrases that seem to stand out:  
 

 

 

 

2. Meditate (Find) — Now begin to reflect on the verses and ask God 
what it means and how he wants to speak to you through the passage. 
God what are you saying to me through this? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Pray (Ask) — Respond from your heart to what God has been saying 
to you. What do you want me to know? Write down your prayer to 
him or record whatever he says to you.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Contemplate (Taste) — Be quiet before the Lord enjoying His pres-
ence. How is God calling you to act in response to what he has 
shown you? 
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Quick Connect 
What is the Gospel saying? Matthew 2:1-12 — Pg. 1 
What is the Church saying Past and Present? Pages 1-3 
What is God saying to you through this passage? Page 4 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 2:1-12 – Daily Roman Missal 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Her-
od, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is 

the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have 
come to do him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief priests 
and the scribes of the people, He inquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has 
been written through the prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall 
come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod called 
the magi secretly and ascertained from them the time of the star’s ap-
pearance. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search dili-
gently for the child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I 
too may go and do him homage.” After their audience with the king they 
set out. And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded 
them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they 
saw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and 
did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod, they departed for their country by another way. 

Spiritual Reading – Office of Readings – Epiphany 

From a sermon by Saint Leo the Great, pope 

The Lord has made his salvation known to the whole world 
The loving providence of God determined that in the last days he would 

aid the world, set on its course to destruction. He decreed that all na-
tions should be saved in Christ. A promise had been made to the holy 
patriarch Abraham in regard to these nations. He was to have a count-
less progeny, born not from his body but from the seed of faith. His de-
scendants are therefore compared with the array of the stars. The fa-
ther of all nations was to hope not in an earthly progeny but in a proge-
ny from above. Let the full number of the nations now take their place 
in the family of the patriarchs. Let the children of the promise now re-
ceive the blessing in the seed of Abraham, the blessing renounced by 
the children of his flesh. In the persons of the Magi let all people adore 

the Creator of the universe; let God be known, not in Judea only, but in 
the whole world, so that his name may be great in all Israel. Dear 
friends, now that we have received instruction in this revelation of 



 

The Epiphany - Adoration of the Magi 

God’s grace, let us celebrate with spiritual joy the day of our first har-
vesting, of the first calling of the Gentiles. Let us give thanks to the 
merciful God, who has made us worthy, in the words of the Apostle, to 

share the position of the saints in light, who has rescued us from the 
power of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved 
Son. As Isaiah prophesied: the people of the Gentiles, who sat in dark-

ness, have seen a great light, and for those who dwelt in the region of the 
shadow of death a light has dawned. He spoke of them to the Lord: The 

Gentiles, who do not know you, will invoke you, and the peoples, who 
knew you not, will take refuge in you. This is the day that Abraham saw, 
and rejoiced to see, when he knew that the sons born of his faith would 
be blessed in his seed, that is, in Christ. Believing that he would be the 
father of the nations, he looked into the future, giving glory to God, in 
full awareness that God is able to do what he has promised. This is the 

day that David prophesied in the psalms, when he said: All the nations 

that you have brought into being will come and fall down in adoration in 
your presence, Lord, and glorify your name. Again, the Lord has made 

known his salvation; in the sight of the nations, he has revealed his jus-
tice. This came to be fulfilled, as we know, from the time when the star 
beckoned the three wise men out of their distant country and led them 

to recognize and adore the King of heaven and earth. The obedience of 
the star calls us to imitate its humble service: to be servants, as best we 
can, of the grace that invites all men to find Christ. Dear friends, you 
must have the same zeal to be of help to one another; then, in the king-
dom of God, to which faith and good works are the way, you will shine 
as children of the light: through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with God the Father and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Epiphany – Lesson and Discussion 

“Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem…” 
 
What is the Epiphany? The Greek word epiphaneia comes from two 
words: epi, “on, fitting” which intensifies phaino, “show forth, appear.” 
Thus, an epiphany properly means a fitting manifestation.[1] In the 
Catholic Church, the Feast of the Epiphany is a holy day set apart to 
“commemorate the coming of the three wise men from the East, guided 
by a miraculous star which appeared to them, and directed them to 
Bethlehem, where they found Christ in the stable.”[2] This fitting mani-
festation of the infant King is shown when the wise men found Jesus as 

they fell down before Him in adoration.  
 

“The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of 
God and Savior of the world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the 
adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East, together with 
his baptism in the Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee. In 
the magi, representatives of the neighboring pagan religions, the Gospel 
sees the first-fruits of the nations, who welcome the good news of salva-
tion through the Incarnation.”[3]  
 
What is the significance of the adoration of Jesus by the wise men, 
the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, and the wedding feast at Ca-

na? At all of these events, a fitting manifestation of Jesus Christ takes  
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place. Through these events, it is clear that He is the anointed one, the 
Son of God. The name, Christ, means anointed one or Messiah. Jesus is 
properly called Christ because He is anointed by the Holy Spirit. “In the 
one same Epiphany three manifestations of Jesus’ glory: the mystery of 
the Magi coming from the East, under the guidance of a star, and ador-
ing the Infant of Bethlehem as the divine King; the mystery of the Bap-
tism of Christ, who, whilst standing in the waters of the Jordan, was 
proclaimed by the Eternal Father as Son of God; and thirdly, the mys-
tery of the divine power of this same Jesus, when he changed the water 
into wine at the marriage-feast of Cana.”[4] These three events summed 
up in one word, Epiphany, occur at the beginning of the liturgical year 

and are the divine hat trick or triple play, to assure mankind that truly 
this is the Son of God. 
 

How did God appear in at these events? At the Nativity, God appears 
in the flesh in the town of Bethlehem. Prior to the year 376AD, many 
Churches outside of Rome, celebrated the Nativity (Christmas) and the 
Epiphany on the same date. It is at the Nativity (Christmas) that Jesus 
Christ “was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man” as we pro-
fess in the Creed. It makes sense that these feasts would be celebrated 
either on the same date as in days past, or as it is now, where the 
Epiphany is celebrated within the Christmas season. The next fitting 
manifestation of Jesus as the Son of God occurs at His Baptism, “after 
being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, 
the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a 
dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, 
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."[5] The Triune God 
manifests itself in the voice of the Father, the person of the Son, and 
the descent of the Holy Spirit. This is a fitting time and place because 
Baptism is the great Sacrament through which we become children of 
God. At the Wedding Feast at Cana, Jesus’ glory is fittingly manifested 
by this first miracle as we hear, “this beginning of His signs Jesus did 
in Cana of Galilee, He manifested His glory, and His disciples believed 
in Him.”[6] This time and place is fitting because Jesus came to renew 
our lives and pour into us the wine that He Himself offers, recalling the 
Sacrament of Communion. 
 
What are some other similarities between the feast of the Nativity 

and the Epiphany? The Feasts of the Nativity and the Epiphany show 

the juxtaposition of Christ as fully human and fully divine. At the Nativ-
ity, we see the stark reality of the humanity of Jesus. Mary and Joseph 
cannot find room for their son to be born. Jesus is cast out among the 
animals in the cold, dark, and silent night. At the Epiphany, we see the 
manifestation of His divinity in the homage of the three wise men who 
travel from the East to adore Him. In addition, the temporal ruler of the 
time, Herod, is concerned and threatened by the importance of this new 
born king. “At Christmas it was a few Shepherds that were invited by 
the Angels to go and recognize the Word made Flesh; but now, at the 
Epiphany, the voice of God himself calls the whole world to adore this 
Jesus, and hear him.”[7] 


