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To Serve 

 
Link to Liturgy provides fast, free, & faithful resources which use the  

latest audiovisual means alongside traditional means to evangelize &  
catechize thus linking life to the Gospel &  the Gospel to life. 
 
Link to Liturgy is a resource of Communities of Prayer; please find out more at com-
munitiesofprayer.com or scan the QR code to Sign up Free to Link to Liturgy. 
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Introit Entrance Antiphon – Daily Roman Missal 

This should be chanted so that the time of prayer, study and discussion 
can be made sacred.  

Collect – Roman Missal 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Almighty ever-living God, 
Grant that we may always conform our will to yours and serve your 
majesty in sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 

Gospel Reading – Mark 10:2-12 – Roman Missal 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
- Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said to him, 
"Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you." He replied, 
"What do you wish me to do for you?" They answered him, "Grant that 
in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your left." 
Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking. Can you 
drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I 
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Marian Antiphon – Salve Regina – Simple Tone 
 

 
 

V. Ora pro nobis, sancta Dei Genitrix. 

R. Ut digni efficiamur promissionibus Christi 
 
Let us pray.  O almighty and everlasting God, who, by the cooperation 
of the Holy Ghost, didst prepare the body and soul of Mary, glorious 
Virgin and Mother, to become the worthy habitation of Thy Son: grant 
that we may be delivered from present evils, and from everlasting death, 
by her gracious intercession, in whose commemoration we rejoice.  
Through the same Christ our Lord, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth 
with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, God, world without end.  
Amen. 

 
English Translation 

 
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and our 
hope.  To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we 
send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.  Turn, 
then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy towards us; and after 
this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of they womb, Jesus.  O 
clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. 
 
V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 
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“And, in the end, summarizing everything, we can say that the journey, 
not only exterior but above all interior, from the mount of the Transfig-
uration to the mount of the Agony, symbolizes the entire pilgrimage of 
Christian life, among the persecutions of the world and the consolations 
of God, as the Second Vatican Council says. In following Jesus, like St. 
James, we know that even in difficulties we are on the right path.”[40] 
 
Profession of Faith or Popular Devotion – Prayer during pilgrimage 
to Santiago de Compostela 

 

Although this prayer is for those on pilgrimage to Santiago de Composte-
la, it can be used for any pilgrimage especially our pilgrimage here on 
earth as we travel to the promised land of Heaven. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Lord, you who called your servant Abraham out of the town of Ur in 
Chaldea and who watched over him during all his wanderings; you who 
guided the Jewish people through the desert; we pray for you to watch 
your servants, who for the love of your name, make a pilgrimage to San-
tiago de Compostela. 
 
Be for us,  
a companion on our journey 
the guide on our intersections 
the strengthening during fatigue 
the fortress in danger 
the resource on our itinerary 
the shadow in our heat 
the light in our darkness 
the consolation during dejection 
and the power of our intention 
 
so that we under your guidance, safely and unhurt, may reach the end 
of our journey, and strengthened with gratitude and power, secure and 
filled with happiness, may join our home, for Jesus Christ, Our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Apostle James, pray for us. 

Holy Virgin, pray for us. 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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am baptized?" They said to him, "We can." Jesus said to them, "The cup 
that I drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am bap-
tized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right or at my left is not 
mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared." When the 
ten heard this, they became indignant at James and John. Jesus sum-
moned them and said to them, "You know that those who are recog-
nized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
make their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. 
Rather, whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; 
whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the 
Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as 
a ransom for many." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

- Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Spiritual Reading – Office of Readings – 29th Sunday of Ordinary 
Time – Cycle B 

From a letter to Proba by Saint Augustine, bishop 

Let us exercise our desire in prayer 
Why in our fear of not praying as we should, do we turn to so many 
things, to find what we should pray for? Why do we not say instead, in 
the words of the psalm: I have asked one thing from the Lord, this is 

what I will seek: to dwell in the Lord’s house all the days of my life, to 
see the graciousness of the Lord, and to visit his temple? There, the days 
do not come and go in succession, and the beginning of one day does 
not mean the end of another; all days are one, simultaneously and 
without end, and the life lived out in these days has itself no end. 
So that we might obtain this life of happiness, he who is true life itself 
taught us to pray, not in many words as though speaking longer could 
gain us a hearing. After all, we pray to one who, as the Lord himself 
tells us, knows what we need before we ask for it. 
Why he should ask us to pray, when he knows what we need before we 
ask him, may perplex us if we do not realize that our Lord and God 
does not want to know what we want (for he cannot fail to know it), but 
wants us rather to exercise our desire through our prayers, so that we 

may be able to receive what he is preparing to give us. His gift is very 
great indeed, but our capacity is too small and limited to receive it. That 
is why we are told: Enlarge your desires, do not bear the yoke with unbe-

lievers. 
The deeper our faith, the stronger our hope, the greater our desire, the 
larger will be our capacity to receive that gift, which is very great in-
deed. No eye has seen it; it has no color. No ear has heard it; it has no 
sound. It has not entered man’s heart; man’s heart must enter into it. 
In this faith, hope and love we pray always with unwearied desire. How-
ever, at set times and seasons we also pray to God in words, so that by 
these signs we may instruct ourselves and mark the progress we have 
made in our desire, and spur ourselves on to deepen it. The more fer-
vent the desire, the more worthy will be its fruit. When the Apostle tells 
us: Pray without ceasing, he means this: Desire unceasingly that life of 
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happiness which is nothing if not eternal, and ask it of him who alone 
is able to give it. 
Responsory – Office of Readings – Jeremiah 29:13, 12, 11 

 
You will seek me, and when you seek with your whole heart, you will 
find me. 
– You will pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
I know the plans I have in mind for you, plans for your welfare and not 
for misfortune, plans that will give you a future full of hope. 
– You will pray to me, and I will listen to you. 
 
Be Careful What You Ask For – Lesson and Discussion 

“You do not know what you are asking” 
 

In the Gospel reading, James and John make a request. Their request 
is similar to any number of requests that we ask Jesus on a daily basis. 
Jesus responds to them the same way He responds to all of us: Are we 
willing to drink the cup? 
 
What are James and John asking for? They are asking for prestige. 
They believe that Jesus will be a great king soon and they want to be 
right there with Him to be showered with all the riches and glory Jesus 
will have. 
 
Why do they ask for prestige? “Man is always trying to avoid suffer-
ing, and, instead, to assure himself of glory. But here Jesus undeceives 
him; whoever wants to share in his glory must drink the bitter cup of 
suffering with him: ‘Are you able to drink the cup that I drink?’”[1]. 
 
What does Jesus mean when He refers to His own baptism? The 
Church teaches that there are three different types of baptisms: one by 
water, one by desire, and one by the blood as in a martyr’s death. Jesus 
is speaking of the last of the three baptisms here. The “metaphor of 
drinking the cup is used in the Old Testament to refer to acceptance of 
the destiny assigned by God. In Jesus’ case, this involves divine judg-
ment on sin that Jesus the innocent one is to expiate on behalf of the 
guilty. His baptism is to be his crucifixion and death for the salvation of 
the human race….The request of James and John for a share in the 
glory (35-37) must of necessity involve a share in Jesus’ sufferings, the 

endurance of tribulation and suffering for the gospel (39)[2].  “The bap-

tism of Jesus is on his part the acceptance and inauguration of his mis-
sion as God’s suffering Servant. He allows himself to be numbered 
among sinners; he is already ‘the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 
of the world.’ Already he is anticipating the “baptism’ of his bloody 
death. Already he is coming to ‘fulfill all righteousness,’ that is, he is 
submitting himself entirely to his Father’s will: out of love he consents 
to this baptism of death for the remissions of our sins.”[3] “…Jesus de-
sires to associate with his redeeming sacrifice those who were to be its 
first beneficiaries.”[4] 
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One traditions holds that James visited Spain to evangelize, but anoth-
er tradition claims that it was only after his death that his body was 
taken to the city of of Santiago de Compostela in Spain. “As we all 
know, that place became the object of great veneration and is still the 
destination of numerous pilgrimages, not only from Europe but from 
the whole world. This explains the iconographical representation of St. 
James with the pilgrim’s staff and the scroll of the Gospel in hand, typi-
cal features of the traveling Apostle dedicated to the proclamation of the 
‘Good News’ and characteristics of the pilgrimage of Christian life.”[34] 
 
MOVIE – The Way Movie Trailer – POP CULTURE CONNECTION – 
2:30 

http://youtu.be/o5VZKWcgw6c  

The movie is about a father walking the Camino de Santiago in honor of 

his son. He walks one of the oldest pilgrimages in the world to the grave 
of St. James. 
 
“John was busy at work for the Church with Peter soon after the Resur-
rection. “In the Church of Jerusalem, John occupied an important posi-
tion in supervising the first group of Christians. Indeed, Paul lists him 
among those whom he calls the ‘pillars’ of that community.”[35] After 
several attempts to kill John, including one tradition holds the roman 
emperor Dometian tried to dunk John in boiling oil and nothing hap-
pened to him, John was put into exile on the island of Pathmos. There 
he wrote much of his works. John is attributed to writing the Gospel of 
John, his three epistles and the Book of Revelation. He would be the 
last apostle to die around the year 100AD of natural causes.[36] 
 
What example do James and John leave behind? “Thus James the 
Greater stands before us as an eloquent example of generous adherence 
to Christ. He, who initially had requested, through his mother, to be 
seated with his brother next to the Master in his Kingdom, was precise-
ly the first to drink the chalice of the passion and to share martyrdom 
with the Apostles.”[37] 
 
For John, “It is precisely this frankness in confessing his faith that lives 
on as an example and a warning for all of us always to be ready to de-
clare firmly our steadfast attachment to Christ, putting faith before any 
human calculation or concern.”[38] 

 

How do we relate to James and John? “The Apostles were Jesus’ 
traveling companions, Jesus’ friends. Their journey with Jesus was not 
only a physical journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, but an interior jour-
ney during which they learned faith in Jesus Christ, not without diffi-
culty, for they were people like us. But for this very reason, because 
they were Jesus’ traveling companions, Jesus’ friends, who learned 
faith on a journey that was far from easy, they are also guides for us, 
who help us to know Jesus Christ, to love him and to have faith in 
him.”[39] 
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Who are James and John? James and John were both members of the 
twelve apostles. There are two James’ in the twelve apostles, so this 
James is also known as “James the Greater”. Why? It’s not because he 
was “holier” than the other James, but because “simply to state the dif-
ferent importance they receive in the writings of the New Testament 
and, in particular, in the setting of Jesus’ earthly life.”[27] 
 
John, whose name means “the Lord has worked grace”, was working on 
his fishing nets on the shore of Lake Tiberias when Jesus called him 
and his brother to follow him.[28] Like his brother, “John was always 
among the small group that Jesus took with him on specific occasions. 
He was with Peter and James when Jesus entered Peter’s house in Ca-
pernaum to cure his mother-in-law; with the other two, he followed the 

Teacher into the house of Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue whose 

daughter he was to bring back to life; he followed him when he climbed 
the mountain for his Transfiguration.”[29] John was always by Jesus’ 
side, even to the point of Jesus’ crucifixion, where he stood at the foot 
of the cross with Mary of Magdala and Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
 
Why did James and John ask for prestige and not any of the other 

apostles? In Matthew’s Gospel, the mother of James and John go up to 
Jesus and not the two brothers.[30] Either way the request was raised 
to Jesus of placing James and John on His right and left. The main rea-
son for this request was, as mentioned in the first lesson, to be placed 
in a seat of power and honor. “As we know, Jesus answered by asking a 
question in turn: he asked whether they were prepared to drink the cup 
that he was about to drink. The intention behind those words was to 
open the two disciples’ eyes, to introduce them to knowledge of the mys-
tery of his person and to suggest their future calling to be his witnesses, 
even to the supreme trial of blood.”[31] 
 
Do James and John understand what Jesus is saying to them after 

their request? No, they do not fully understand what Jesus was asking 
of them. However, each of them, especially John, “…finds himself face 
to face with suffering and humiliation; he sees with his own eyes how 
the Son of God humbles himself, making himself obedient unto death. 
The latter experience was certainly an opportunity for him to grow in 
faith, to adjust the unilateral, triumphalist interpretation of the former 
experience: he had to discern that the Messiah, whom the Jewish peo-

ple were awaiting as a victor, was in fact not only surrounded by honor 

and glory, but also by suffering and weakness. Christ’s glory was ful-
filled precisely on the Cross, in his sharing in our sufferings.”[32] 
 
What happened to James and John after Jesus’ resurrection and 

ascension? “We know James was a martyr. We read in Acts that King 
Herod Agrippa, the grandson of Herod the Great, “laid violent hands 
upon some who belonged to the Church. He had James, the brother of 
John, killed by the sword.”[33] 
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How are we called to this baptism of suffering? While we may not be 
called to shed our blood for our belief in Jesus Christ, we can die to 
ourselves everyday. We let go of sin and die to sin. By this we mean that 
we say “no” to our sinful desires in order to say “yes” to Jesus Christ. 
By saying “yes” to Him, we become more like Christ and understand 
Him all the more. The “‘possibility of being made partners, in a way 
known to God, in the paschal mystery’ is offered to all men. He calls his 
disciples to take up their cross and follow him,’ for ‘Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example so that we should follow in his steps.”[5] 
 
Does Jesus have the authority to grant James and John’s request? 

No and yes. As Jesus mentions in the Gospel, only the Father could 
grant this request at that time. This was because the “authority of as-

signing places of honor in the kingdom is reserved to God (40).”[6] He 

could grant their request theoretically because He is God and they are 
three in one, but He can’t because He cannot do anything unless the 
Father grants it so because they are one in three. Also, keep in mind 
that Jesus had not been seated at the right hand of the Father and 
made King of Kings yet. He had to suffer, die, and rise before He could 
make any distinctions on that point. 
 
Why is it important to be careful in our prayers? By praying we may 
get what we ask for.  
But how is getting what we ask for a bad thing? It’s not. Rather, it’s 
a challenging thing, at times. We must ask ourselves if we are willing to 
do what God asks of us to get what we asked from God? The Apostles 
wanted glory and esteem, but to get “what they wanted”, Jesus told 
them that they must humble themselves and rely solely on God, turning 
to no other things except Him. The spiritual reading touches on this 
point: “Why in our fear of not praying as we should, do we turn to so 
many things, to find what we should pray for? Why do we not say in-
stead, in the words of the psalm: I have asked one thing from the Lord, 

this is what I will seek: to dwell in the Lord’s house all the days of my 
life, to see the graciousness of the Lord, and to visit his temple? There, 
the days do not come and go in succession, and the beginning of one 
day does not mean the end of another; all days are one, simultaneously 

and without end, and the life lived out in these days has itself no 
end.”[7] 
 

How do we pray carefully? When we pray, we should always truly 
know what we are asking for. Will this prayer help us to become God 
wants us to be? Will it make us closer with God or will we become holi-
er? Our prayers are meant “So that we might obtain this life of happi-
ness, he who is true life itself taught us to pray, not in many words as 
though speaking longer could gain us a hearing. After all, we pray to 
one who, as the Lord himself tells us, knows what we need before we 
ask for it.” 
 
If God knows what we are going to ask for why pray at all? As the 
Spiritual Reading continues, “Why he should ask us to pray, when he 
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knows what we need before we ask him, may perplex us if we do not 
realize that our Lord and God does not want to know what we want (for 
he cannot fail to know it), but wants us rather to exercise our desire 
through our prayers, so that we may be able to receive what he is pre-
paring to give us. His gift is very great indeed, but our capacity is too 
small and limited to receive it.” 
 
Prayer helps to stretch our hearts, so that we may receive the graces we 
are asking for and that God wants to give us. Imagine a 12oz cup. Our 
soul may only have the capacity of a 12oz cup, yet we are asking for 64 
ounces of grace. Through prayer, God stretches our soul. As we hunger 
and thirst for righteousness and as we cry out from the depth of our 
soul, we are being stretched so that we may better receive graces from 

our merciful God. 

 
What should we ask from God? On one hand, we must always want 
what John and James wanted, which was to be close to Christ, but we 
must also be ready to do what God asks of us. “It has not entered man’s 
heart; man’s heart must enter into it.”[8] “When the Apostle tells us: 
Pray without ceasing, he means this: Desire unceasingly that life of hap-
piness which is nothing if not eternal, and ask it of him who alone is 
able to give it.”[9] 
 
MUSIC – “Faust, Midas, Myself” by Switchfoot – POP CULTURE 
CONNECTION – 3:55 

http://youtu.be/5z5cQpV6EH0  
We’ve all heard the story of King Midas. This song is similar—a person 
has a dream in which he receives one wish. He asks to be able to have 
the touch of gold. In touching everything to gold he realized this is not 
what he really wants and wishes he can take it back. We have to be 
careful with what we ask for. 
 
MOVIE – Freaky Friday (1973) – POP CULTURE CONNECTION – 3:43 

http://youtu.be/LOdTleQTi9w  

This scene is from the original Freaky Friday movie in which the daugh-
ter wished she had her mom’s life for one day and vice versa. How many 
times have we thought if only God made me like this person or that per-
son we would be holier or better off. We must realize that we all have 
our advantages and our struggles. God will give us exactly the grace 

and mercy we need to reach Him. 
 
MOVIE – Little Mermaid – POP CULTURE CONNECTION - 5:35 

http://youtu.be/VyFVG4VfPmg  
In this Disney movie, Ariel wants to walk on land with legs rather than 
be a mermaid, and is even willing to give up her voice for it. However, 
she soon realizes that she was not careful at first because when she 
tried to talk and connect with Prince Charming, she was unable to! 
Now, while God will never harm our souls, we should be careful for 
what we pledge to “give up”. We have to remember all the blessings and 
good things God has given us and be thankful for them. We shouldn’t 
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sage, but our own message or what we interpret or think the faith 
should be. When we are prideful, we do not give praise and glory to God 
the Father, but rather we give praise and glory to our self. The opposite 
of pride is the beatitude, “Blessed are those who are poor in Spirit”. Like 
the deaf and dumb man we must know that we are deaf and dumb 
without Christ and therefore must continually rely and long to listen 
attentively to His word and to proclaim His Faith with our mouth. It is 
in this humility that we are able to give praise and glory to God the Fa-
ther. Baptism is the door into the Sacramental Life. Like the mute and 
deaf man in the Gospel we are in need of Christ and Christ gives Him-
self through the Sacraments. 
 
[See Link to Liturgy Lesson - The Mute and Deaf Man (Sacramental 
Life) 

 
[See Link to Liturgy Lesson - Speak for Yourself] 

 
At the end of the Rite, the Priest or Deacon says, “You have put on 
Christ; in him you have been baptized. Alleluia, alleluia.” This beautiful 
statement says it all. In Baptism we “put on Christ”. In today’s Gospel, 
James and John are asking to “put on Christ” to share in His glory. We 
too want to “put on Christ” to share in His glory, His suffering, every 
part of Christ. We want to share in the whole Christ. We pray in the 
Angelus prayer that we “by His passion and cross we may be brought to 
the glory of His resurrection.” Let us therefore put on the whole Christ. 
 
“The Priest at the Mass is in persona Christi.  In the Mass, the priest 
‘puts on Christ’.  Pope Benedict XVI spoke to priests about the im-
portance of putting on Christ in the Mass.  ‘This event [Mass], the 
‘putting on of Christ’, is demonstrated again and again at every Holy 
Mass by the putting on of liturgical vestments. Vesting ourselves in 
them must be more than an external event: it means entering ever anew 
into the ‘yes’ of our office — into that ‘no longer I’ of Baptism which Or-
dination to the priesthood gives to us in a new way and at the same 
time asks of us.  The fact that we are standing at the altar clad in litur-
gical vestments must make it clearly visible to those present that we are 
there ‘in the person of an Other’.’ It is only in putting on Christ at the 
Mass, where we learn, to put on Christ in all aspects of our life.  When 

we put on Christ we become a new creation.  In the words of Saint Igna-

tius we are not ‘held back from living’ but our on our way to becoming 
our true self.  ‘When you give yourself away you find that a new and 
more real self has somehow been given to you.’”[26] 
 
James and John – Lesson and Discussion 

“James and John, the sons of Zebedee” 
 
In the gospel reading, besides Jesus, the two main characters in the 
story are the brothers James and John. James and John are very im-
portant to the Church and to Christ. 
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life? The Priest or Deacon says, “N., you have become a new creation, 
and have clothed yourself in Christ. See in this white garment the out-
ward sign of your Christian dignity. With your family and friends to 
help you by word and example, bring that dignity unstained into the 
everlasting life of heaven.”[22] Christian behold your dignity. We must 
always behold our dignity. We are dignified because we are created in 
the image and likeness of God. Moreover, we are dignified through bap-
tism because we are united with the one whose image we share. 
Through physical birth we share in the image of God, through baptism 
(spiritual birth) we are united with the life of Jesus Christ, God made 
flesh. We are called to holiness, to bring our dignity unstained into the 
everlasting life of heaven. If we stain our dignity, we must be reconciled, 
through the waters of Sacramental Confession, which is like a second 

baptism. We must hold onto the theological virtue of Hope that not only 

are we called to bring our garment spotless and unstained into heaven, 
but that God gives us the Grace to do this, and “with God all things are 
possible”[23]. 
 
[See Link to Liturgy Lesson - Wardrobe and Garments] 

 
What does the Lighted Candle tell us about our life? The Priest or 
Deacon says, “Parents and godparents, this light is entrusted to you to 
be kept burning brightly. This child of yours has been enlightened by 
Christ. He (she) is to walk always as a child of the light. May he (she) 
keep the flame of faith alive in his (her) heart. When the Lord comes, 
may he (she) go out to meet him with all the saints in the heavenly 
kingdom.”[24] This little prayer says a lot: Christ, who is the source of 
our grace and all goodness in our life, enlightens us. Like a fire, He is 
the reason we are warmed, and we are able to see. Without Him there 
would be coldness in our life. Cold is the absence of heat. Without Him 
there would be darkness in our life. Darkness is the absence of light. 
We can only give this warmth and direction to others if we keep the fire 
alive in our own heart. Like the ten virgins who were called to faithfully 
wait for the bridegroom, we are called to keep our lamps burning and to 
await our bridegroom, Jesus Christ. 
 
Both the lighted candle and the white garment give us hope for heaven 
and speak of our destiny as citizens of heaven, while the anointing with 
Chrism, Renunciation of Sin, and Profession of Faith grounds us in our 

responsibilities while on earth. 

 
What does the Ephphetha or Prayer over Ears and Mouth tell us 

about our life? The Priest or Deacon says, “The Lord Jesus made the 
deaf hear and the dumb speak. May he soon touch your ears to receive 
his word, and your mouth to proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory 
of God the Father.”[25] This prayer helps protect us against the sin of 
pride. When we become prideful and full of self rather than God we 
could begin to thing that we no longer need to receive his word. We 
might feel that we have heard the message before or that we have heard 
it all. Our pride can also cause us to proclaim not His faith or His mes-
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want to let go of all these good things, but must understand if God 
DOES want to take something away from us, that it was never ours to 
begin with, as everything good comes from God.  
 
To Serve – Lesson and Discussion 

“The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve” 
 
Jesus says in the Gospel, “For the Son of Man did not come to be 
served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”[10] Many 
of us today lack full understanding of what service truly is and how as 
Christians we are called to serve. 
 
What does service mean? “In general, performing one’s religious duty 

as a creature toward God, and fulfilling one’s moral responsibility of 

meeting the needs of others. To serve God is the primary obligation of 
human beings, personally and socially, to be done in acts of worship 
and prayer; and in acts of virtue as prescribed by the natural and re-
vealed laws of God….To serve others is the secondary obligation of a 
person, deriving from the preceding duty and depending on it.”[11] 
 
How does the Church still carry out Christ’s call to service? Many 
people will claim the Church does not care about the poor and serve her 
fellow man. This is a lie. In the poorest areas of the world there one will 
find the Catholic Church. “The Church, right through history, contin-
ues Christ’s mission of service to mankind.”[12] “That office[,]…which 
the Lord committed to the pastors of his people, is in the strict sense of 
the term a service.”[13] We do this through both spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy. 
 
VIDEO – We are the Catholic Church – POP CULTURE CONNECTION 
– 2:01 

http://youtu.be/swKs2QQU4IA  
 
“Experienced in human affairs, the Church, without attempting to in-
terfere in any way in the politics of States, ‘seeks but a solitary goal: to 
carry forward the work of Christ himself under the lead of the befriend-
ing Spirit. And Christ entered this world to give witness to the truth, to 
rescue and not to sit in judgment, to serve and not be served’. Sharing 
the noblest aspirations of men and suffering when she sees them not 

satisfied, she wishes to help them attain their full flowering, and that is 

why she offers men what she possesses as her characteristic attribute: 
a global vision of man and of the human race”[14]. 
 
VIDEO – Sisters of Life – POP CULTURE CONNECTION - 5:04 

http://youtu.be/MvdOb1x0OAY  
This is just one of the many Catholic Religious Orders and organiza-
tions that go into the world to serve our fellow man. The Sisters of Life 
help the most vulnerable, the unborn, pregnant mothers, and children. 
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To Serve 

How should we serve? “…we should seek to serve God and men with a 
truly supernatural outlook, not expecting any return; we should serve 
even those who do not appreciate the service we do them. This un-
doubtedly does not make sense, judged by human standards…by so 
doing he shares in Christ’s mission and thereby attains his true digni-
ty.”[15] 
 
“This dignity is expressed in readiness to serve, in keeping with the ex-
ample of Christ, who ‘came not to be served but to serve.’ If, in the light 
of this attitude of Christ’s, ‘being a king’ is truly possible only by being 
a servant’, then ‘being a servant’ also demands so much spiritual ma-
turity that it must really be described as ‘being a king.’ In order to be 
able to serve others worthily and effectively we must be able to master 

ourselves, possess the virtues that make this mastery possible.”[16] 

 
Why should we serve? The three theological virtues are faith, hope, 
and charity. If we live out the first two, charity will be overflowing, pour-
ing out of us. We would not be able to help ourselves in being generous 
with our service. 
  
“In the Church of Christ there is no place for pottery competitions of 
pride or the manipulations of aggressiveness, for ambitions of success 
or glory or preeminence over others. Anyone who lets himself be ruled 
by such unseemly desires is not behaving like a Christian, but like a 
pagan: ‘You know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gen-
tiles, lord it over them’ – says Jesus—but   it shall not be so among you; 
but whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and who-
ever would be first among you must be a slave of all’. If there can be any 
rivalry among Christians, let it be to gain possession of the post of 
greater service, yet without ostentation, seeking to disappear rather 
than to stand out. Jesus gives us the example of this, for he ‘came not 
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many’. We 
serve then by carrying the cross for ourselves and for others, by suffer-
ing to atone for our own faults and for those of others, and by offering 
ourselves, with Jesus, ‘as a ransom for many’, for all.”[17] 
 
We should serve not because we are forced to, but because we have 
faith and hope in Christ Jesus, and through those virtues we cannot 
help but to love God so much that we are willing to be a servant to oth-

ers. “Whatever authority is to be exercised by the disciples must, like 

that of Jesus, be rendered as service to others rather than for personal 
aggrandizement. The service of Jesus is his passion and death for the 
sins of the human race.”[18] 
 
Baptism: To Put on Christ – Lesson and Discussion 

“What do you wish me to do for you?” 
 
In this Gospel James and John make a request of Jesus. In Matthew’s 
Gospel, the mother of James and John go up to Jesus and not the two 
brothers.[19] Either way a request is made, they want Jesus to do 
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something for them, but are they ready for what He will do? 
 
If we are baptized as a child or infant, what do our parents request 
of Christ and His Church? If we are baptized as an adult, what do 
we request of Christ and His Church? 

 
[See Link to Liturgy Lesson - Call to Baptism] 

 
What is our baptism an acceptance of and inauguration into? There 
are different prayers within the Rite of Baptism and each one gives us 
an indication of what we are accepting and what we are inaugurated 
into. Basically we are inaugurated into the life of Christ and therefore 
we accept the life of Christ. 

 
What do the Renunciation of Sin and Profession of Faith tell us 

about our life? The Priest or Deacon will ask the parents and God par-
ents, “On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring him 
(her) up in the practice of the faith. See that the divine life which God 
gives him (her) is kept safe from the poison of sin, to grow always 
stronger in his (her) heart. If your faith makes you ready to accept this 
responsibility, renew now the vows of your own baptism. Reject sin; 
profess your faith in Christ Jesus. This is the faith of the Church. This 
is the faith in which this child is about to be baptized.”[20] Once we are 
of the age of reason, it is also our personal responsibility to practice the 
faith. This is why going to Mass, learning our Catechism, and reciting 
prayers is essential. It is our responsibility to keep safe the divine life 
that has been given to us. This is why we must strive to stay in the 
state of Grace. The Sacraments help greatly with this. We also are re-
sponsible to reject sin and profess faith in Jesus Christ in all areas of 
life. We are called to live out our baptism. The Church, through its doc-
trine, Sacrament’s, morals, and prayer gives us the tools necessary to 
live out our baptism.  
 
What does the anointing with Chrism tell us about our life? The 
Priest or Deacon will say, “God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has 
freed you from sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 
and welcomed you into his holy people. He now anoints you with the 
chrism of salvation. As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and King, 
so may you live always as a member of his body, sharing everlasting 

life.”[21] We are part of the Body of Christ and as Christ was anointed 

Priest, Prophet, and King, so we are anointed into the threefold mission 
of Christ. We are Priests because we offer the gift of our self and make 
sacrifices. We are Prophets because we speak the words of Christ and 
are a herald of the Gospel. We are Kings because we are to be leaders 
and examples of holiness. We are responsible for our thoughts, words, 
and actions and we are to care for and guide others. 
 
[See Link to Liturgy Lesson - Priest, Prophet, King] 

 
What does the Clothing with the White Garment tell us about our 


