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The Insurmountable Debt 

24th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Lessons and Discussions 

 
Page 5 – Wrath and Hatred 
“Then in anger his master handed him over to the tortures” 
Page 8 – Seventy-Seven Times: Unlimited Forgiveness 

“I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times” 
Page 11 – The Insurmountable Debt 
“a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount” 
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Entrance Antiphon - Simple English Propers 
This should be chanted so that the time of prayer, study and 
discussion can be made sacred.  Another song can be substituted, 
but should have the same theme. 

Source: http://www.ccwatershed.org/ 

 

Alternate options: 

Hymns 

Now Thank We All Our God 
Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

There's a Wideness in God's Mercy 

Collect – Roman Missal 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

 

Look upon us, O God, 

Creator and ruler of all things, 

and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 

grant that we may serve you with all our heart. 
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Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 18:21-35 – Roman Missal 
NOTE: In the Roman Catholic Tridentine Lectionary this Gospel is 
read on the Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

- Glory to you O Lord 
 

Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother 
sins against me, how often must I forgive? As many as seven 

times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but 

seventy-seven times. That is why the kingdom of heaven may be 

likened to a king who decided to settle accounts with his 

servants. When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought 
before him who owed him a huge amount. Since he had no way 

of paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with 

his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the 

debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, 

‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ Moved with 

compassion the master of that servant let him go and forgave his 
the loan. When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow 

servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He seized him 

and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ 

Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient 

with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused. Instead, he 
had the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt. 

Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they 

were deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported 

the whole affair. His master summoned him and said to him, 

‘You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt because you 

begged me to. Should you not have had pity on your fellow 
servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then in anger his master handed 

him over to the tortures until he should pay back the whole 

debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you 

forgives your brother from your heart.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

- Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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Spiritual Reading 

From a sermon by Saint John Chrysostom 

 
The evil of remembering past offenses is twofold: it is 

inexcusable before God, and it serves to recall past sins already 

forgiven, and places them against us. And this is what happened 

here. For nothing, nothing whatsoever does God so hate, and 

turn away from, as cherishing remembrance of past offences, 

and fostering our anger against another. And this He reveals 
especially in this place, and also in the prayer in which He 

commands us to say: Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

them who trespass against us (Mt. 6:12). Instructed therefore in 

all these things, and with this parable inscribed in our hearts, 

let us, when the thought comes of what our fellow servants have 
done to us, think also of what we have done against our Lord; 

and then through remembrance of our own sins, we shall be 

able at once to banish the anger we feel at others’ sins against 

us. 

 

And if we must remember offences, let us remember only our 
own. And if we remember our own sins, we shall never store up 

the sins of others. And again, should we forget the sins of 

others, our thoughts will then readily turn to the remembrance 

of our own. For if this man had remembered the ten thousand 

talents, he would never have remembered the hundred pence. It 
was when he had forgotten his own great debt, that he throttled 

his fellow servant; and determined to get back a few pence, and 

failing, he brought back upon his own head the debt of the ten 

thousand talents. 

 

Responsory – Office of Readings – Ezekiel 1:26; 3:12; 
Revelation 5:13 

 

I saw what looked like a throne and high upon it was seated one 

who had the appearance of man; and I heard a loud rumbling 

cry: 
-Praise to the glory of the Lord in his dwelling place 

 

Praise and honor, glory and power to him who sits on the 

throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever. 

-Praise to the glory of the Lord in his dwelling place 
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Slave Regina (English Translation) 

 
Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and 

our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve. To 

thee to we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this 

valley of tears. Turn, then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of 

mercy toward us, and after this, our exile, show unto us the 

blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet 
Virgin Mary. 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, Who by the working 

of the Holy Spirit didst prepare both body and soul of the 
glorious Virgin Mother, Mary, that she might deserve to be made 

a worthy dwelling for Thy Son, grant that we who rejoice in her 

memory, may, by her loving intercession, be delivered from 

present evils and from lasting death, through the same Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

“The End” Notes 

[1] Fr. John Hardon, Modern Catholic Dictionary pg. 244 

[2] Ibid 
[3] Ibid 

[4] Ibid 

[5] Catechism of the Catholic Church - CCC 2262 

[6] CCC 2302 

[7] CCC 2303 

[8] Fr. John Hardon, Modern Catholic Dictionary pg. 244 
[9] CCC 1933 

[10] CCC 1765 

[11] Cf. St. Augustine, De catechizand is rudibus 4, 8: PL 40, 315-316 
[12] St. Gregory the Great, Mo ralia in Job 31, 45: PL 76, 621 

[13] Navarre Bible pg. 131 

[14] St. John Chrysostom, Hom. On St. Matthew, 6 
[15] Goffine; The Church’s Year, pg. 166 

[16] CCC 981 

[17] CCC 2227 
[18] Goffine, The Church’s Year, pg. 574 

[19] Abbot Gueranger O.S.B., The Liturgical Year; Vol. 11; pgs.450-451 

[20] Goffine, The Church’s Year pg. 450 
[21] St. Josemaria Esvrica, The Way, 452 

[22] Navaree Bible pg. 131 

[23] Goffine, The Church’s Year pg. 449 
[24] Ibid. 

[25] Goffine, The Church’s Year pg. 449-450 

[26] Goffine, The Church’s Year pg. 450 
[27] CCC 982 

[28] CCC 2845  
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V. Ora pro nobis, sancta Dei Genitrix.  

R. Ut digni efficamur promissionibus Christi. 

 

Oremus. Omnipotens sempiterne Deus, qui gloriosae Virginis 

Matris Mariae corpus et animam, ut dignum Filii tui 

habitaculum effici mereretur, Spiritu Sancto cooperante, 
praeparasti, da, ut cuius commemoratione laetamur; eius pia 

intercessione, ab instantibus malis et a morte perpetua 

liberemur. Per eundem Christum Dominum nostrum. Amen. 
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Wrath and Hatred – Lesson and Discussion 
“Then in anger his master handed him over to the tortures” 

 

What is hatred? Hatred is “a voluntary act by which someone or 

something is regarded with bitter aversion.”[1] There are many 

kinds of hatred and levels of hatred. The first and primary is 

hatred towards God. “On the first level hatred is directed against 

either God or some rational being; on the second level it is 
directed against some quality in another but without hatred of 

the individual personality.”[2] 

 

“Personal hatred of God may take the form of disgust, when a 

person detests God because he punishes sinners. It is a grave 
sin because it is contrary to the justice of God. Another form is 

the hatred of enmity, when a person actually wishes evil to God. 

Such hatred is of its nature diabolical, and is the most grievous 

of all sins, since it approximates the enmity that the devils have 

against God.”[3] 

 
There is also hatred towards another person. “Personal hatred of 

a human being is the direct opposite of the virtue of love. Where 

love inspires a person to wish well to another, hatred arouses 

the desire to do harm or have harm befall the one hated, not as 

a source of possible good, but precisely as evil. The gravity of 
such sins of personal hatred depends on how serious the hard 

wished or intended, and on how deliberately the malicious 

desires are harbored.”[4] 

 

MOVIE – The Final Battle Darth Vader vs. Obi-Wan – POP 

CULTURE CONNECTION – 8:15 
http://youtu.be/pSwy412nttI  

The ending battle scene shows perfectly what the above 

paragraph speaks between love and hate. Obi-Wan is deeply 

saddened because he truly loves Anakin Skywalker (now Darth 

Vader). Darth screams back “I hate you!”. They are polar 
opposites. Hatred seeks to destroy where love only wants to 

reconcile. 

 

What does Jesus teach us about anger? Jesus teaches us 

what God revealed in the commandments, thou shall not kill. 

However, Jesus expands and perfects the understanding of this 
teaching on the Sermon on the Mount. “In the Sermon on the 

Mount, the Lord recalls the commandment, ‘You shall not kill,’ 

and adds to it the proscription of anger, hatred, and 
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vengeance.”[5] In the parable today we see two examples of 

anger and the action that follows the feeling. The anger of God, 

in the parable, the master is an anger that leads to justice. The 
master “handed him over to the tortures until he should pay 

back the whole debt.” The anger of man, in the parable, the 

servant is an anger that leads to violence and hatred. The 

servant “seized him and started to choke him”. Anger is not a 

sin. How we handle anger is a matter of vice or virtue. “If anger 

reaches the point of a deliberate desire to kill or seriously wound 
a neighbor, it is gravely against charity; it is a mortal sin.”[6] The 

servant in the parable let his anger reach the point of deliberate 

violence against his neighbor. 

 

When is hatred a sin? “Deliberate hatred is contrary to charity. 
Hatred of the neighbor is a sin when one deliberately wishes him 

evil. Hatred of the neighbor is a grave sin when one deliberately 

desires him grave harm.”[7] 

 

[See also Link to Liturgy Lesson - Violence and Hatred] 

 
Is it ever okay to hate? Yes. We can hate evil. However we 

should never hate a person, because every person is made in the 

image and likeness of God, has a soul and they are inherently 

good due to the fact that they are created by God. “Hatred of a 

quality in someone may be either sinful or not. If the hatred is 
directed only toward some evil quality that a person has, but 

does not touch that person, it is not sinful. It becomes sinful 

only if the hatred extends to the person who has some 

admittedly evil trait or sinful habit. Moreover, it becomes 

especially sinful when the hatred is directed at some virtue that 

a person possesses, even when the enmity does not extend to 
the individual personally.”[8] What is an example of hating a 

virtue? If we become bitter or angry that a person is prayerful, 

generous, kind, charitable, etc. this is sin. At the root of this sin 

is pride and spiritual envy. 

 
Forgiveness and mercy is a pillar of the Christian life. When 

Jesus taught us to pray the Our Father, He taught us to ask for 

four particular human needs: forgiveness, food (bodily and 

spiritual), strength in temptation and deliverance from evil and 

the evil one. Forgiveness made the top four! “The teaching of 

Christ goes so far as to require the forgiveness of offenses. He 
extends the commandment of love, which is that of the New Law, 

to all enemies. Liberation in the spirit of the Gospel is 

incompatible with hatred of one’s enemy as a person, but not 
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It stretched out its branches to the sea, * 

to the Great River it stretched out its shoots. 

 
Then why have you broken down its walls? * 

It is plucked by all who pass by. 

It is ravaged by the boar of the forest, * 

devoured by the beasts of the field. 

 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, * 
look down from heaven and see. 

Visit this vine and protect it, * 

the vine your right hand has planted. 

Men have burnt it with fire and destroyed it. * 

May they perish at the frown of your face. 
 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, * 

the man you have given your strength. 

And we shall never forsake you again: * 

give us life that we may call upon your name. 

 
God of hosts, bring us back; * 

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, * 

and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, * 

and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 
Marian Antiphon – Salve Regina 
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Profession of Faith or Popular Devotion – Psalm 80 

 
This Psalm is the plea of Israel. They cry out, “Lord God of hosts, 
how long will you frown on your people’s plea?” This has also 
been translated as, “How long will you be angry with us.” This 
Psalm is praise for the mercy and glory of God, a recognition of 
His chastisement and finally a plea for His return. In today’s 
parable we see in the servant that He is given mercy. He however 
takes mercy for granted and offends the master. Justice is then 
given the servant, He must pay what he is due. There is at the 
end of this Gospel a hope for restoration, liberation of the servant 
wants he has paid back what he is due. Once he has paid what 
he is due he will see the master’s face and we say, “I will never 
forsake you again.” 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

O shepherd of Israel, hear us, * 

you who lead Joseph’s flock, 
shine forth from your cherubim throne * 

upon Ephraim, Benjamin, Manasseh. 

O Lord, rouse up your might, * 

O Lord, come to our help. 

 
God of hosts, bring us back; * 

let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 

Lord God of hosts, how long * 

will you frown on your people’s plea? 

You have fed them with tears for their bread, * 
an abundance of tears for their drink. 

You have made us the taunt of our neighbors, * 

our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 

God of hosts, bring us back; * 
let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

 

You brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

to plant it you drove out the nations. 

Before it you cleared the ground; * 

it took root and spread through the land. 
 

The mountains were covered with its shadow, * 

the cedars of God with its boughs. 
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with hatred of the evil that he does as an enemy.”[9] We hate the 

evil that our enemy commits, but we don’t hate our enemy. It 

has been said that we are our own worst enemy. That being said 
we must know our sin, hate our sin and confess our sin. If we do 

not hate our sin, we will not confess our sin. Just we must hate 

the sin and love the sinner, we must also love our self enough to 

eradicate our sin. We must hate sin as a mother hates the 

cancer that is spreading in her child. 

 
MUSIC – “Who I am Hates Who I've Been” by Relient K with 

lyrics – POP CULTURE CONNECTION – 3:54 

http://youtu.be/FSbVZKs8B_8  

Our past keeps us humble, for we have all fallen short. Saint 

John Chrysostom says, “For if this man had remembered the ten 
thousand talents, he would never have remembered the hundred 

pence. It was when he had forgotten his own great debt, that he 

throttled his fellow servant; and determined to get back a few 

pence, and failing, he brought back upon his own head the debt 

of the ten thousand talents.” 

 
What is the opposite of hatred? Love. By consistently loving 

someone we are forgiving of their shortcomings. God loves us 

infinitely and that is why he forgives seventy times seven. “There 

are many passions. The most fundamental passion is love, 

aroused by the attraction of the good. Love causes a desire for 
the absent good and the hope of obtaining it; this movement 

finds completion in the pleasure and joy of the good possessed. 

The apprehension of evil causes hatred, aversion, and fear of the 

impending evil; this movement ends in sadness at some present 

evil, or in the anger that resists it.”[10] We have then fear and 

love. In the midst of evil, which is what we face in today’s 
Gospel, we can have fear or love. Saint John tells us, “There is 

no fear in love, but perfect love drives our fear…” (1 John 4:18).  

 

The servant has an apprehension or anxiety for the evil of being 

owed money. This fear leads to hatred, aversion and violence. 
The master show both mercy and justice in the midst of evil. His 

mercy and justice flow from love, not fear. At first the master 

forgives the debt showing great mercy, this is out of love and 

compassion for the servant and his family. The master later, 

after hearing of the servant grave offense, punishes the servant. 

Why does he punish him? The punishment is out of love and 
justice. The master desires the servant to be reconciled and 

reformed and so he must stay in prison until he pays the whole 

debt. His debt is not about money, for he has been forgiven the 
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monetary debt. His debt is the offense against his fellow servant 

and against his master. Our debts are against the master (God) 

and fellow servants (neighbor).  
 

Where does hatred spring out from? Hatred comes from the 

deadly sin of envy. Envy is sadness and jealousy of seeing 

someone with things that you wished you had. It also wishes 

grave harm to another person or at the very least that the 

person will mess up in some way. In short envy is when we are 
happy when another sad and we are sad when then are happy. 

It is the opposite of the beatitude, “Blessed are those who 

mourn” (Matthew 5:4). Saint Augustine thought of envy as “the 

diabolical sin.”[11] Saint Gregory the Great said, “From envy are 

born hatred, detraction, calumny, joy caused by the misfortune 
of a neighbor, and displeasure caused by his prosperity.”[12] 

 

Discussion Questions 

Why do people fall into envy so easily? 

What steps can people do to not be envious? 

How have you let go of hate in your life? 
 

Seventy-seven times: Unlimited Forgiveness – Lesson and 

Discussion 

“I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times” 
 
In the Gospel Jesus says to forgive each other not seven times 

but seventy-seven times. 

 

What does Jesus mean by “seventy-seven times”? “In Hebrew 

the figure of seventy times seven means the same as 

‘always’”[13] Seven is considered the number of divine 
perfection. God rested on the seventh day. For Jesus to say 

seven times seven meant “perfection times perfection”. We see in 

the Old Testament the story of Lamech using the perfect number 

seven in an evil. Lamech was from the descendants of Cain. He 

swore wrath and anger towards anyone that might confront him. 
He spoke of killing a man and even a boy. He then said he would 

avenge seventy seven times on all of his enemies. (cf. Gen. 4:17-

24). 

 

Jesus takes back the true sense of the term seventy-seven. Not 

to inflict revenge on someone forever, but to show forgiveness 
and mercy forever. “Therefore, our Lord did not limit forgiveness 

to a fixed number, but declared that it must be continuous and 

forever”[14] While we can easily get hung up on the numbers 
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requirement He asks is to believe and follow His Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

 
Why does the wife and children have to be sold? “Probably 

because they assisted in contracting the debt, or gave occasion 

for its increase. This is a warning to those who in any way make 

themselves partakers of others’ sins, either by counsel, 

command, consent, provocation, praise or flattery, concealment, 

partaking, silence and by defending ill-done things.”[25] 
 

What does Jesus intend to show by this parable? He shows 

us two things: first, that God is ever merciful towards mankind 

and that through the merits of the Passion, Death and 

Resurrection of Jesus we are forgiven Original Sin at Baptism 
and actual sins committed after Baptism in Confession. By the 

holy cross we have been saved, we are being saved and we hope 

to be saved. Second, by the power of the Holy Spirit we are 

infused with gifts which we should live out in order to show 

mercy and forgiveness to others. “That if God is so merciful and 

forgives us our immense debts, we should be merciful and 
willingly forgive our fellow men the slight faults and offences, 

which they commit against us; he who does not this, will not 

receive pardon from God, in him will be verified the words of the 

apostle St. James: judgment without mercy to him that hath not 

done mercy (Jas. 2:13)”[26] 
 

Today, the Church extends the same forgiveness through the 

Sacraments here on earth. “There is no offense, however serious, 

that the Church cannot forgive. ‘There is no one, however wicked 

and guilty, who may not confidently hope for forgiveness, 

provided his repentance in honest.’ Christ who died for all men 
desires that in his Church the gates of forgiveness should always 

be open to anyone who turns away from sin.”[27] 

 

Is there ever a debt that can’t be forgiven? No. Any debt of 

sin we may have accumulated can be forgiven in the beautiful 
sacrament of Reconciliation. “There is no limit or measure to 

this essentially divine forgiveness, whether one speaks of ‘sins’ 

as in (Luke 11:4), or ‘debts’ as in (Matthew 6:12). We are always 

debtors: ‘Owe no one anything except to love one another.’ The 

communion of the Holy Trinity is the source and criterion of 

truth in every relationship. It is lived out in prayer, above all in 
the Eucharist.”[28] 
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equal to a million dollars or in this case ten million dollars! “The 

ten thousand talents, according to our money [is] more than ten 

million dollars”[23] This huge sum of money is being asked to be 
paid off by a poor servant. We are the poor servant, that cannot 

paid his debt. The number also represents the mortal sin we 

have committed. No matter how much money the poor man will 

try and save there is no way he can ever save enough to pay it 

all off by the time he dies. Spiritually, there is nothing we can do 

to pay off our mortal sin before we die. “…mortal sin, the guilt of 
which is so great that no creature can pay it; even all the works 

of the saints cannot make atonement, because by every mortal 

sin the infinitely great, good, and holy God is offended, which 

offence it is as impossible for any creature to cancel as it is for a 

poor servant to pay a debt of ten million dollars. Nevertheless 
God is so merciful that He remits the whole immeasurable debt 

of sin, on account of the infinite merits of Christ, if the sinner 

contritely begs forgiveness and amends his life.”[24] 

 

Why are there two different amounts owed in the parable? 

The servant owes the master a “huge amount”. The servant is 
owed by a fellow servant a “smaller amount”. When we sin, we 

sin against God and neighbor. An offense against God is “huge” 

because God is eternal. An offense against our neighbor, 

because our neighbor is temporal is a “smaller amount”. An 

offense against our neighbor however is an offense against God. 
This is taught to us by Jesus when He says, “Amen, I say to you, 

whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did 

for me.” (Matthew 25:40). Jesus says to Saul, while Saul was in 

the midst of persecuting and murdering Christians, “Saul, Saul, 

why are you persecuting me?” He said, “Who are you, sir?” The 

reply came, “I am Jesus , whom you are persecuting.” (Acts 9:4-
5). Jesus was making it clear to Saul that when he persecuted 

Christians he was persecuting Jesus. These words and the 

reality of his offenses, would cause a conversion of heart and 

thus change Saul into Saint Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles. 

 
VIDEO – Drowning in debt with 150K income – POP 

CULTURE CONNECTION – 6:28 

http://youtu.be/h-XA4Fqtah8  

A caller calls into the Dave Ramsey show to talk about how they 

are in over $150,000 worth of debt even though they have an 

income of over $150K. Millions of people across the country are 
in debt. It feels like a great weight, a burden that they can’t get 

out of. In our salvation we had a debt that was un-payable. We 

however had God pay off our debt at no charge! The only 
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and what they mean, we have to look past the numbers to the 

reality that our Lord is telling us to always forgive. “Saint 

Augustine said, “If your brother has offended you seventy-seven, 
even a hundred times, forgive him; yes, forgive him as often as 

he offends you; for if Christ found thousands of sins on earth, 

and yet pardoned them all, do you also not refuse mercy.”[15] 

 

[See also Link to Liturgy Lesson - Frequent Forgiveness] 

 
How did the apostles live this teaching out? Jesus instructs 

Peter and the apostles today in the Gospel to show unlimited 

forgiveness and mercy because God shows it to us. Where there 

is sin, there must be forgiveness. Saint Paul writes, “where sin 

increased, grace overflowed all the more” (Romans 5:20). This 
teaching of Christ to forgive is evermore perpetuated and 

realized after His Resurrection. In fact the evening of His 

Resurrection He gives the power to absolve sins to His Apostles. 

“After his Resurrection, Christ sent his apostles ‘so that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his 

name to all nations.’ The apostles and their successors carry out 
this ‘ministry of reconciliation,’ not only by announcing to men 

God’s forgiveness merited for us by Christ, and calling them to 

conversion and faith; but also by communicating to them the 

forgiveness of sins in Baptism, and reconciling them with God 

and with the Church through the power of the keys, received 
from Christ…”[16] 

 

How do we work to forgive others “seventy-seven” times? 

 

First, start in the home. “Children in turn contribute to the 

growth in holiness of their parents. Each and everyone should 
be generous and tireless in forgiving one another for offenses, 

quarrels, injustices, and neglect. Mutual affection suggests this. 

The charity of Christ demands it.”[17] When Mother Teresa 

received the Nobel Prize, she was asked, “What can we do to 

promote world peace?” Her answer was simple: “Go home and 
love your family.” The words “I love you” and “I forgive you” 

should ring throughout our homes. A day should not go by 

without hearing these wonderful words that cannot be uttered 

without the grace of God. 

 

Second, let us practice the virtue of patience. “Since God has 
such great patience with us, ought not this to move us to have 

patience likewise with the faults and weaknesses of our fellow-

men, and to resign ourselves patiently in all the sufferings and 
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tribulations sent us from God!”[18] 

 

[See also Link to Liturgy Lesson - Patience is a Virtue] 
 

Discussion Questions 

When have you been impatient? Did it ever go better when 

you gave into impatience with others? 

Does it seem people are more or less patient these days? 

Why? 
 

Third, let us remember that we are forgiven. “Let us at least 

contract the habit of being merciful towards our fellow-men, 

since every night we are pardoned all our miseries, on the sole 

condition of owning them. It is an excellent practice, not to go to 
bed without putting ourselves in the dispositions of a little child, 

who can rest his head on God’s bosom, and there fall asleep. 

But, if we thus feel it a happy necessity, to find in the heart of 

our heavenly Father forgetfulness of our day’s faults, and an 

infinitely tender love for us, how can we, at that very time, dare 

to be storing up in our minds any bitterness against our 
neighbors, our brethren, who are also His children?”[19] When 

we show mercy, we are imitating Christ. Saint Paul writes, “All 

bitterness, fury, anger, shouting, and reviling must be removed 

from you, along with all malice. And be kind to one another, 

compassionate, forgiving one another as God has forgiven you in 
Christ.” (Ephesians 4:31-32). 

 

What does it mean to forgive from the heart? We must first 

ask what is in our heart. There is evil in our hearts, when our 

hearts are more or less deprived of good. Hatred, jealousy, envy, 

etc. thus can start in the heart and manifest themselves through 
our actions. To deliberately act on these evils is sinful. However, 

we can reverse this if we have love. Love begins in the heart and 

belongs to the heart. If our heart is full of God, and not deprived 

of His goodness there will be no room for evil. To forgive from the 

heart means “to banish from the heart all hatred, ill-will and 
revengeful desires, to treasure a true and sincere love towards 

our offenders and enemies not only in our hearts, but also 

manifest it externally by deeds of charity. Therefore those have 

not forgiven from their hearts, who, indeed, say and believe, that 

they have no ill-will against their enemy, but everywhere avoid 

him, refuse to salute him, to thank him, to pray for him, to 
speak to him, and to help him in necessity, even when they 

might do so, but who rather rejoice at his need.”[20] We can 

banish from our heart all evil only when we fill our heart with 
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good. When the good flows into the heart it displaces the evil. 

This is a difficult task but must occur at the very moment that 

we have felt hurt or offended. “Force yourself, if necessary, 
always to forgive those who offend you, from the very first 

moment. For the greatest injury or offence that you can suffer 

from them is as nothing compared with what God has pardoned 

you.”[21] 

 

The Insurmountable Debt – Lesson and Discussion 
“a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount” 

 

In today’s parable Jesus speaks of people owing debts. Debt is 

something that is common to man, but the burden that earthly 

debt can bring upon man is nothing compared the eternal debt 
of sin. The debt of Adam and Eve’s original sin is a debt that is 

passed on to all humanity. 

 

What is true about the debt of sin? First, it was a debt that 

was accrued by a human, therefore only a human could pay for 

it. Second, it was a debt that offended the eternal God. Because 
the one was offended is eternal, the debt then is also eternal. It 

would appear impossible to pay this debt. The one who pays the 

debt must be human but also eternal. No human is eternal, for 

every human comes into existence. The only possibly that the 

debt would be paid is for the Eternal Word, to become incarnate. 
God must become man, take on flesh and pay the price for 

Adam and Eve. Jesus is the new Adam. 

 

MOVIE – “Chronicles of Narnia – Aslan’s Sacrifice” – POP 

CULTURE CONNECTION – 8:41 

http://youtu.be/z0sgIdm2Fao  
The law demands blood, someone must die. Aslan shed’s his 

blood in place of Edmund’s blood. 

 

The debt of humanity is so great that only God Himself can pay 

for it. “The parable also clearly shows that we are totally in God’s 
debt. A talent was the equivalent of six thousand denarii, and a 

denarius a working man’s daily wage. Ten thousand talents, an 

enormous sum, gives us an idea of the immense value attaching 

to the pardon we receive from God. Overall, the parable teaches 

that we must always forgive our brothers, and must do so whole

-heartedly.”[22] 
 

What is meant by the ten thousand talents? How much is 

“ten thousand talents”? In today’s terms, a thousand talents is 


