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The Insurmountable Debt 

 
Link to Liturgy provides faithful resources which use the  latest audiovisu-

al means alongside traditional means to evangelize & catechize thus link-
ing life to the Gospel &  the Gospel to life. Sign up Free to Link to Liturgy. 

 

  

linktoliturgy.com 

Link to Liturgy 

The Vineyard: A Call to Work  

25th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Lessons and Discussions 

 
Page 4 – The Vineyard: Grace and Mercy 
“Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?” 
Page 9 – The Vineyard: God is always calling 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner, who went out” 
Page 13 – Butterfly Circus 

“Going out” 
Page 16 – Living Liturgically 
“he went out again around noon, and around three o'clock” 
Page 19 – Called to Work in the Vineyard 

“You too go into my vineyard” 
Page 22 – Pessimism of Working 
“Why do you stand here idle all day?” 
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Entrance Antiphon  – Simple English Propers 

This should be chanted so that the time of prayer, study and 
discussion can be made sacred.  Another song can be substituted, 
but should have the same theme. 

Source: http://www.ccwatershed.org/ 

 

Alternate options: 

Hymns 

All People That on Earth Do Dwell 
Holy, Holy, Holy 

I Sing the Mighty Power of God 

There's a Wideness in God's Mercy 

To Jesus Christ Our Sovereign King 

Songs of Praise 

We Fall Down – (Chris Tomlin) 
Remnant 

Cool or Holy – (Remnant) 

Light of the World – (Remnant) 

Alive in You – (Remnant) 

 

Collect – Roman Missal 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbor, 
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grant that, by keeping your precepts, 

we may merit to attain eternal life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. A-men. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

Gospel Reading – Matthew 20:1-15 – Roman Missal 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

- Glory to you O Lord 
 
"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner, who went out at 

dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them 

for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going 

out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace, and he said to them, 'You too go into my vineyard, 

and I will give you what is just.' So they went off. (And) he went 
out again around noon, and around three o'clock, and did 

likewise. Going out about five o'clock, he found others standing 

around, and said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?' 

They answered, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 

'You too go into my vineyard.' When it was evening the owner of 
the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Summon the laborers and give 

them their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the 

first.' When those who had started about five o'clock came, each 

received the usual daily wage. So when the first came, they 

thought that they would receive more, but each of them also got 

the usual wage. And on receiving it they grumbled against the 
landowner, saying, 'These last ones worked only one hour, and 

you have made them equal to us, who bore the day's burden and 

the heat.' He said to one of them in reply, 'My friend, I am not 

cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual daily 

wage? Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last 
one the same as you? (Or) am I not free to do as I wish with my 

own money? Are you envious because I am generous?' 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

- Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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Spiritual Reading 

 

From Lumen Gentium, Dogmatic Constitution of the Church 
Pope Paul VI – 1964; Chapter IV, section 33. 

 

The laity are gathered together in the People of God and make 

up the Body of Christ under one head. Whoever they are they 

are called upon, as living members, to expend all their energy for 

the growth of the Church and its continuous sanctification, 
since this very energy is a gift of the Creator and a blessing of 

the Redeemer. 

 

The lay apostolate, however, is a participation in the salvific 

mission of the Church itself. Through their baptism and 
confirmation all are commissioned to that apostolate by the Lord 

Himself. Moreover, by the sacraments, especially holy Eucharist, 

that charity toward God and man which is the soul of the 

apostolate is communicated and nourished. Now the laity are 

called in a special way to make the Church present and 

operative in those places and circumstances where only through 
them can it become the salt of the earth. Thus every layman, in 

virtue of the very gifts bestowed upon him, is at the same time a 

witness and a living instrument of the mission of the Church 

itself “according to the measure of Christ's bestowal.” 

 

Responsory – Office of Readings – 25th Sunday of Ordinary 

Time 

 

To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak;  

-I became all things to all men, that I might save at least some. 

 
I do all this for the sake of the Gospel, in order to share in its 

rewards. 

-I became all things to all men, that I might save at least some. 

 

The Vineyard: Grace and Mercy – Lesson and Discussion 
“Did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?” 

 

In reading the Gospel for today many questions come to mind. In 

all our questions we remember with humility the words of 

Isaiah. “My thoughts and ways are above you says the 

Lord.” (Isaiah 55:9) People may become jealous or envious of 
what others have or received. However, we must remember that 
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Oremus. Omnipotens sempiterne Deus, qui gloriosae Virginis 

Matris Mariae corpus et animam, ut dignum Filii tui 
habitaculum effici mereretur, Spiritu Sancto cooperante, 

praeparasti, da, ut cuius commemoratione laetamur; eius pia 

intercessione, ab instantibus malis et a morte perpetua 

liberemur. Per eundem Christum Dominum nostrum. Amen. 

 

Slave Regina (English Translation) 
 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and 

our hope. To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve. To 

thee to we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this 

valley of tears. Turn, then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of 
mercy toward us, and after this, our exile, show unto us the 

blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet 

Virgin Mary. 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, Who by the working 
of the Holy Spirit didst prepare both body and soul of the 

glorious Virgin Mother, Mary, that she might deserve to be made 

a worthy dwelling for Thy Son, grant that we who rejoice in her 

memory, may, by her loving intercession, be delivered from 

present evils and from lasting death, through the same Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

“The End” Notes 

[1] In conversation with God 5, 10.1 

[2] Saint Therese the Little Flower; Story of a Soul, Chapter I 

[3] Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus 21, September 2008 

[4] In conversation with God 5, 10.1 

[5] Matthew 20:14-15 footnotes 

[6] Fr. John Hardon, S.J.; Modern Catholic Dictionary; page 189 

[7] The Jerome Biblical Commentary Matthew 137, 14-15 

[8] Saint Therese the Little Flower; Story of a Soul 

[9] Baltimore Catechism No. 1, Question 6 

[10] St. Bernard, Sermon 2 for the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, I 

[11] In conversation with God 5, 10.1 

[12] Oscar Wilde 

[13] Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium, number 84 

[14] Code of Cannon Law 1173-1175 

[15] Liturgy of the Hours; Wednesday, Daytime Prayer, Week II (Psalm 55) 

[16] The Didache, Chapter 8 

[17] John Paul II, Apostolic Exhortation, Christifideles laivi, December 1988, 3 

[18] In conversation with God 5, 10.2 

[19] In Conversation with God 5, 10.2 
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the ways and thoughts of God are so far above us, that we will 

never be able to understand them. “The greatness of God’s plans 

for us is always superior to our short range, human designs.”[1] 
How many times have we not seen the bigger picture of what 

God has for us until much later? 

 

VIDEO - Sixth anniversary of Benedict XVI's election - POP 

CULTURE CONNECTION - 1:06 

http://youtu.be/zOf3JbsZ56E  
The first words of our Holy Father, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

when he became Pope were: “After the great Pope John Paul II, 

the Cardinals have elected me, a simple and humble laborer in 

the vineyard of the Lord. The fact that the Lord knows how to 

work and to act even with inadequate instruments comforts me, 
and above all I entrust myself to your prayers.” 

 

ACTIVITY – The Modern Day Vineyard 

Jesus is trying to tell us something in this parable. What is He 

telling us? It might be helpful to have a few individuals or 

groups either create their own modern day story of this parable 
by telling the story or acting it out.  Who are the characters, 

landowner, laborers, vineyard, etc.? In this way the themes and 

teachings of the parable may be better understood. 

 

Why a vineyard? The vineyard and working in it are symbolic of 
the Lord’s saving mission. Most of the people listening to Jesus 

were farmers. A vineyard takes lots of manpower and hours to 

make it a great vineyard. It takes year-round care, and those 

that work on it may not see the fruits of their work right away. 

 

Why did he keep hiring more workers? Jesus is telling us that 
He calls people throughout their entire life. He will call us at 

different times whether we’re young, middle-aged, or elderly. We 

all have talents and purposes to work and serve in the kingdom 

of God. Whether we are five, fifty-five or ninety-five years old 

when we start working for the kingdom of God, we are all called 
and we can all contribute a unique gift. There is such a variety 

of people working in the vineyard that it sometimes seems unfair 

that some are called early and never fail in the work, while 

others respond late in life but contribute greatly. Saint Therese 

asked this same question and God gave her an answer.  

 
“I often asked myself why God had preferences, why all souls did 

not receive an equal measure of grace. I was filled with wonder 

when I saw extraordinary favors showered on great sinners like 
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St. Paul, St. Augustine, St. Mary Magdalene, and many others, 

whom He forced, so to speak, to receive His grace. In reading the 

lives of the Saints I was surprised to see that there were certain 
privileged souls, whom Our Lord favored from the cradle to the 

grave, allowing no obstacle in their path which might keep them 

from mounting towards Him, permitting no sin to soil the 

spotless brightness of their baptismal robe. And again it puzzled 

me why so many poor savages should die without having even 

heard the name of God. Our Lord has deigned to explain this 
mystery to me. He showed me the book of nature, and I 

understood that every flower created by Him is beautiful, that 

the brilliance of the rose and the whiteness of the lily do not 

lessen the perfume of the violet or the sweet simplicity of the 

daisy. I understood that if all the lowly flowers wished to be 
roses, nature would lose its springtide beauty, and the fields 

would no longer be enameled with lovely hues. And so it is in the 

world of souls, Our Lord's living garden. He has been pleased to 

create great Saints who may be compared to the lily and the 

rose, but He has also created lesser ones, who must be content 

to be daisies or simple violets flowering at His Feet, and whose 
mission it is to gladden His Divine Eyes when He deigns to look 

down on them. And the more gladly they do His Will the greater 

is their perfection.”[2] 

 

 
Who is the landowner? The landowner in this parable is Christ, 

Himself.  He is the one that seeks out workers, inviting us to 

come and work for Him for a just wage, which is Heaven. 

 

What does the money represent? “That denarius clearly 

represents eternal life, a gift that God reserves for all. Indeed, 
those who are considered the "last", if they accept, become the 

‘first’, whereas the "first" can risk becoming the ‘last’. Another 

parable in which we see this “first” and “last” theme is the 

prodigal son. The older brother who does everything correct and 

has his father favor could be considered the “first”. At the end of 
the parable, the older son is angry that the Father has so readily 

welcomed the lost brother home. It is possible that if the older 

brother stayed in his stubbornness and refused to show mercy 

and generosity he could risk going from “first” to “last.” The 

younger son, who is the prodigal son is at first “last” but by the 

end of the story repents and become “first.” The father says that 
his son was once lost (last) but has been found (first). Are we 

willing to rejoice when conversion takes place in a person’s 

life, even if that person is the least we would expect to 

27 

linktoliturgy.com 

Marian Antiphon – Salve Regina 

 

 

 
 
V. Ora pro nobis, sancta Dei Genitrix.  

R. Ut digni efficamur promissionibus Christi. 
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helps us to better recognize this universal call to holiness and 
gain the grace to live out the call. The parable of the vineyard is 
very clear a universal call. The owner goes out to all and often to 
call those idle into the vineyard. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

Gracious God, 
You have called me to life and gifted me in many ways. Through 

Baptism You have sent me to continue the mission of Jesus by 

sharing my love with others. Strengthen me to respond to Your 

call each day. Help me to become all You desire of me. Inspire 

me to make a difference in others' lives. Lead me to choose the 
way of life You have planned for me. Open the hearts of all to 

listen to Your call. Fill all with Your Holy Spirit that we may have 

listening hearts and the courage to respond to You. Enkindle in 

my heart and the hearts of others the desire to make the world a 

better place by serving as Lay Minister, Sister, Priest, Brother or 

Deacon. 
Amen. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 
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convert or our enemy? Are we willing to rejoice even if we 

have been doing things correct the whole time? 

 
The first message of this parable is inherent in the very fact that 

the landowner does not tolerate, as it were, unemployment.  He 

wants everyone to be employed in his vineyard. Actually, being 

called is already the first reward: to be able to work in the Lord's 

vineyard, to put oneself at his service, to collaborate in his work, 

is in itself a priceless recompense that repays every effort. Yet 
only those who love the Lord and His kingdom understand this: 

those who instead work only for the pay will never realize the 

value of this inestimable treasure.”[3] 

 

What does Jesus mean by the last shall be first? In the story 
of the Rich Young Man (Matthew 19:16-30), Jesus finishes the 

story by saying, “But many who are first will be last, and the last 

will be first.” The next story in Matthew’s Gospel is the parable 

of the Workers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16) in which 

Jesus says the same thing but reverses the order, “Thus, the 

last will be first, and the first will be last.” What does Jesus say 
last and then first in one story and then first and then last in 

the next? He wants us to understand that the first and last does 

not matter, what matters is that due to the generosity of God, all 

are able to receive Grace and Mercy.  

 
“He wants us to understand that his grace is a pure gift. 

Whoever is called to follow Christ, as a youth does not thereby 

enjoy precedence over someone called during maturity or in life’s 

final moments. People who are near death should not think it is 

too late to follow Our Lord.”[4] In the same chapter, Jesus 

repeated this theme of first and last again but in different words, 
“…whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your servant; 

whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your 

slave.” (Matthew 20:26-27) All the talk about first and last, 

would inspire everyone to want to be “first” even those that feel 

as if they are “last.” Jesus now gives the conditions of being 
“first.” He says that we must be a slave and then defines what it 

means to be a salve, using His own life as an example. “Just so, 

the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28) So if we 

really want to be first, we must be willing to lay down our life. 

 
Why give the same amount to everyone? Christ presents the 

landowner giving the same amount to everyone because God 

gives the same amount to everyone. The ultimate payment given 
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for work done in God’s vineyard is Heaven. We must remember 

that no man can merit that eternal reward on his or her own; we 

can only achieve Heaven on account of God’s mercy.    
 

Wouldn’t paying everyone the same amount be unjust? “The 

owner’s conduct involves no violation of justice, and that all the 

workers receive the same wage is due only to his generosity to 

the latest arrivals; the resentment of the first comes from 

envy.”[5] As mentioned earlier, the payment in this parable is 
God’s grace. “That gift will always be infinitely greater than 

whatever anyone has done in the life.” The greatness of God’s 

plans for us is always superior to our short-range, human 

designs. 

 
Envy, one of the seven deadly sins, is “sadness or discontent at 

the excellence, good fortune, or success of another person. It 

implies that one considers oneself somehow deprived by what 

one envies in another or even that an injustice has been done…

Envy is a sin against charity.”[6] The first workers are sad and 

discontent that the last workers receive the same wage. The sin 
of envy is opposite the beatitude, “Blessed are those who 

mourn.” When we mourn with another we share in their pain 

but also share in their good fortune, we show compassion for 

their misfortune and are willing to be joyful in their good 

fortune. 
 

The laborers are rebuked not for dissatisfaction with what they 

receive, but for dissatisfaction that others receive as much.”[7] 

How many times have we been envious of others? When 

have we been judgmental of others success for what little 

they have done? 
 

What does this parable tell us about the justice of God and 

the mercy of God? God is just and He pays us our daily wage.  

Justice is giving to others what they are due.  God in His justice, 

because of the passion, death and resurrection gives us eternal 
life because of what Jesus Christ earned for us.  We must give 

God what He is due.  God is due our worship and our faith.  We 

believe and accept His Son!  God is merciful in that we do not 

deserve to get paid or to work.  Without God’s mercy and 

invitation we would be stuck in perpetual “idleness.” He is 

merciful and asks us to work with Him, in His vineyard and then 
He even pays us to do it.  He is also merciful in the fact that, He 

is patient and faithful and continues to “call” and “invite” even 
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personally make the Church present? Are there certain 

places and people whom you can take the Church to, that 

other people cannot? How do we make the Church present 
and operative in places that it would not necessary already 

be or even be welcomed? We can think of the Internet, social 

networking and how to evangelize online. We also can think of 

places like schools, sports teams, etc. that have pushed God out 

and not welcomed prayer or the talk of God. 

 
When should I get started? With any project there is a 

deadline.  With our work in the vineyard, our “deadline” is when 

we die.  Although this may seem like quite a long time, in the 

greater scheme of things, our lives go by very quickly. Many 

times people will wait on the sidelines until something better 
comes along or a better circumstance comes along. “We must 

not wait for imaginary ‘better opportunities.’ We have the graces 

necessary to do an effective apostolate wherever we are. This fact 

should be the basis for our optimism.”[30] 

 

What if we see little to no progress being made? Remember 
in the first reading of Isaiah that the Lord’s ways and thoughts 

are higher than ours. We may never see the fruits of our work 

while we are alive. However, we must remember, “from eternity 

God has thought of us and has loved us as unique individuals. 

Every one of us he called by name...However, only in the 
unfolding of the history of our lives and its events is the eternal 

plan of God revealed to each of us. Therefore, it is a gradual 

process; in a certain sense, one that happens day by day.”[31] 

Even when we do not see the growth but only the opposition to 

our work, we can never get discouraged. 

 
What if we fail? If we are working for the glory of God and have 

complete faith and trust in Him then we can never fail. “Don’t let 

discouragement enter into your apostolate. You haven’t failed, 

just as Christ didn’t fail on the Cross. Take courage! ...Hold your 

peace. Be calm... God has very few friends on earth. Don’t yearn 
to leave this world. Don’t shy away from the burden of the days, 

even though at times we find them very long.[32] 

Profession of Faith or Popular Devotion – Prayer for 

Vocations 

 
Vocation comes from the Latin vocatio, which means a calling. The 
Second Vatican Council make it plain that there is a “universal 
call [vocation] to holiness in the Church” The prayer for vocation 
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and not in excess?” We can also keep in mind the motto of Saint 

Ignatius of Loyola, which is the motto of the Jesuits, Ad Majorem 

Dei Gloriam ‘For the Greater Glory of God.’ 

 
How can we do anything in the field? “This is the field in 

which the faithful are called to fulfill their mission. Jesus wants 

them, as he wants all his disciples, to be the ‘salt of the earth’ 

and the ‘light of the world’ (cf Matt 5:13-14)”[27] When gazing 

upon our field we can begin to get discouraged really quickly. We 

could even start to whine and complain. However, “The Lord is 
not interested in useless complaining which shows a lack of 

faith. Nor does he want us to have a negative or pessimistic 

outlook on the people and circumstances around us.”[28] 

 

Where do we even begin to work? Looking at such a daunting 
project this is a valid question. The first place to start working is 

in the family. Our families are what will sanctify us and prepare 

us to work out our salvation when we head into our vocation 

and jobs. Think of a time when you had a large project to do. 

What did you start with first? Why did you choose that 

route? Why would Jesus want to have us start with our 
families? 

 

Jesus asks us, “Why do you stand here idle all day?”  What is 

our answer?  We may be very active in this world with many 

activities but spiritually are we idle?  Maybe we feel that we are 
of no use to God, His Church, His Kingdom and maybe we 

respond that “no one has hired us.”  He replies to us, “You too 

go into my vineyard.” 

 

What does this parable tell us about the Sacraments? God is 

calling us.  He calls us at Baptism.  He calls us at first 
Communion.  He calls us at Confirmation.  These specific 

Sacraments are called the Sacraments of Initiation.  

Confirmation is a call to no longer remain idle but to enter the 

vineyard. “The lay apostolate, however, is a participation in the 

salvific mission of the Church itself. Through their baptism and 
confirmation all are commissioned to that apostolate by the Lord 

Himself. Moreover, by the sacraments, especially holy Eucharist, 

that charity toward God and man which is the soul of the 

apostolate is communicated and nourished. Now the laity are 

called in a special way to make the Church present and 

operative in those places and circumstances where only through 
them can it become the salt of the earth.”[29] How do we 

participate in the saving mission of the Church? How do we 
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though we may remain obstinate in our sin and we remain idle 

and disinterested in his offer. 

 
Why are we working in the vineyard? What is our 

motivation? Are we only working to get a reward? Saint 

Therese is famous for what is called the “Little Way.” The Little 

Way is the spirituality of doing little things with great love. 

Blessed Mother Teresa practiced this spirituality. The spirituality 

embodies the “last shall be first” in that striving to be “little” or 
“last” leads to being “big” or “first” in the eyes of God. Saint 

Therese’s motto, which is taken from the writings of Saint John 

of the Cross is, “Love is repaid by love alone.” What is our 

payment? Love. How much? Love is infinite, this would be like 

saying that one person is going to get more heaven than 
another, or in other words, one person is going to get more 

eternity than another. We love and desire only to be loved in 

return.  

 

VIDEO - Thai Life Insurance Commercial - POP CULTURE 

CONNECTION – 3:05 
http://youtu.be/uaWA2GbcnJU  

This video shows several instances of how an average man does 

good deeds throughout his day, repeatedly on each day. At the 

end of the video, the narrator comments on how this man 

doesn't do these good deeds for money or fame but because they 
bring others happiness. The narration accompanies several 

examples of how the man enjoys his new friendships and sees 

wonderful changes in the lives of those he helps. It should serve 

as a visual example for how working and serving through love 

benefits not only ourselves but others. 

 
What else is the meaning of this Parable? The first level 

meaning behind this parable is the relationship between the 

Jews and Gentiles. The Gentiles were brought in late and given 

equal mercy and grace as the Jews. It also deals with the twelve 

Apostles, themselves. Jesus had just promised them twelve 
thrones.  Brothers, James and John, looked to see where their 

positions were, and Jesus warns them that it doesn’t matter; 

once we have been let into the kingdom of God, all have been 

granted full admission. 

 

The Vineyard: God is always calling – Lesson and Discussion 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner, who went out” 
 

What are the times that the landowner goes out? The 
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landowner goes out five times; 6am; 9am; Noon; 3pm; 5pm.  

 

What can the times mean in this parable?  This could mean 
the times / periods in our life, for example 7yrs old (6am); 16yrs 

old (9am); 36yrs old (Noon); 56yrs old (3pm) and 76yrs old 

(5pm).  God is always calling and the time of salvation is now. 

This was the appeal of Saint Paul to the Church in Corinth, 

“Working together, then, we appeal to you not to receive the 

grace of God in vain. For he says, ‘In an acceptable time I heard 
you, and on that day of salvation I helped you.’ Behold, now is a 

very acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 

Corinthians 6:1-2) Some answer very early, some answer very 

late.  Give some examples of people you know or have heard 

who answered the call? What inspired them to answer the 
call? When did they answer God’s call to “go in the 

vineyard”? 

 

VIDEO - 800 Days - A Daily Photo Project - POP CULTURE 

CONNECTION – 2:00 

http://youtu.be/UYpl-ovUIEw    
We may change in our life, but God does not change. Even 

though we change and even at times walk away from Him, He 

continues to call. 

 

VIDEO - A PICTURE A DAY FOR 39 YEARS - Homer Simpson 
– 0:54 

http://youtu.be/zcAL7bzjAJ0  

This video is the same message as the 800 Days photo project 

but more humorous. 

 

VIDEO - Time Lapse of the Sandia Mountains - POP 
CULTURE CONNECTION – 0:48 

http://youtu.be/tyJrKBgWpZs    

Another analogy of the parable in the vineyard is the way a 

mountain looks throughout the day as the sun shines on it and 

how the mountain is similar to the stages in life. As the sun 
rises behind the mountain only an outline can be seen but no 

details, the mountain is mysterious (childhood). When the sun is 

just above the mountain a little more details can be seen and the 

mountain appears hazy and sometimes blurred (adolescence). In 

the evening as the sun begins to set, the sun is shining directly 

on the mountain and the brilliance of the detail and color come 
out (adulthood). When the sun goes down, the mountain loses 

it’s light and cannot be seen at all. The only way a person knows 

the mountain is there is by seeing where the city lights stop and 
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by doing those things? Sloth is an attempt to satisfy self, we 

must trust in God to satisfy us and so live out the beatitude, 

hungering and thirsting for righteousness. This hunger and 
thirst means that we will have to work and exert effort.  

 

The Saints are very clear that idleness and the work of Satan are 

connected. Saint Benedict says, “Idleness is the enemy of the 

soul.”[24] “The principal trap that the Devil sets for young people 

is idleness. This is a fatal source of all evil. Don’t let there be any 
doubt in your mind that man is born to work, and when he 

doesn’t do so, he’s out of his element and in great danger of 

offending God.”[25] We can think of it this way. If an employer 

was seeking a person for quite some time and encouraging the 

person to work for them and the person not only ignored them, 
but also went to work for another, the employer would be 

offended. God has been seeking us for quite some time and 

encouraging us to work for him, have we ignored Him, have we 

worked for Satan? We might think it a little extreme to say we 

work for Satan, but to work for self and ignore God is to work for 

Satan! 
 

The Franciscan Friars of the Renewal pray the “Prayer of the 

companions of Saint Francis of Assisi” each day after Mass. In 

this prayer is a reminder of how idleness is an obstacle to God. 

One portion of the prayer says, “we are lukewarm because of our 
sloth, languid because of our idleness, half-alive because of our 

negligence.” In the book of Revelation, Jesus says to the Church 

in Laodicea, “I know your works; I know that you are neither 

cold nor hot. I wish you were either cold or hot. So, because you 

are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 

mouth.” (Revelation 3:15-16) Cold water is useful, for lemonade 
and many things. Hot water is useful, for coffee and many 

things. Jesus is saying that we must be useful. Sloth prevents 

us from being used in the vineyard. To be languid means to 

show not physical exertion or effort and therefore we are idle, 

doing nothing. When we neglect or rather ignore the call of God 
to work in the vineyard, which is easy to do if we are not praying 

daily, we are half-alive. This is contrary to the mission of Jesus 

who said, “I have come that you might have life and have it to 

the full.” (John 10:10) The goal therefore is to be busy for God, 

busy in prayer, busy in work. Stay busy! “Always be doing 

something worthwhile; then the Devil will always find you 
busy.”[26] What are things that are worthwhile? Anything that 

is not against God is for God. We can do almost anything, 

especially if we ask the question, “Is this activity pleasing to God 
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to the attention of Fr. Groeschel, postulator of the cause of 

Cardinal Cooke and others. Moved by Fr. Hamilton's great love 

for the priesthood and his heroic virtue in the face of great 
suffering, his superiors at St Joseph's Seminary in New York 

suggested that he be ordained early. John Cardinal O'Connor 

petitioned the Holy See for a dispensation to ordain him early 

and it was granted immediately. The Holy Father, when advised 

of the case, gave his approval toto corde with his whole heart.  

 
Fr. Hamilton did not have a long life as a priest on this earth, 

but is a priest forever in heaven. He and the other Saints live out 

the words of Saint Therese, who on her deathbed said, “I will 

spend my heaven doing good on earth.” 

 

Pessimism of Working – Lesson and Discussion 
“Why do you stand here idle all day?” 

 

In a world full of disasters, fear, war, hatred, cynicism, and 

down right negativity at times the work in the field can seem 

impossible. We know though that “Nothing is impossible with 
God.” (Luke 1:37) This “vineyard” must be worked and we must 

do so with optimism, since Jesus chose us to work the vineyard 

 

MUSIC VIDEO - The Lazy Song by Bruno Mars - POP 

CULTURE CONNECTION - 3:29 

http://youtu.be/fLexgOxsZu0  
The music video and the song tell of a “typical” young person.  

All they want to do is lay around, play games and be lazy. While 

we all need leisure and rest in our lives, we cannot be lazy. We 

cannot hide from our problems and our fears. We must be 

willing to meet them head on with the trust that God will give us 
what we need. 

 

What is laziness? Laziness is associated with the sin of sloth. 

Sloth is the “sluggishness of soul or boredom because of the 

exertion necessary for the performance of a good work. The good 

work may be a corporal task, such as walking; or a mental 
exercise, such as writing; or a spiritual duty, such as 

prayer.”[23] 

 

The beatitude that is opposite of the sin of sloth is “Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
satisfied.” Usually when we are slothful it is an attempt to satisfy 

ourselves by not working, “vegging” out in front of the TV, 

internet or a movie, eating, etc. Can we really satisfy our self 
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the mountain begins. This is similar to our death. We are not 

seen any more but people knew we were on earth, they know us 

by memory. The video is taken of the west face of the Sandia 
Mountains in Albuquerque, NM. The Sandia for a few moments 

each day actually turn red as in the video, they are the color of a 

watermelon and that is where they get their name. The analogy 

shows us that the more directly the Son of God, Jesus shines on 

us the more brilliant the details and gifts in our life will be 

exposed. 
 

ACTIVITY – Days of Grace 

It is good to look back at our life and see when God was calling 

us. The call to work in the vineyard includes a call to pray, 

conversion, actions, etc. and is continual but is clearer in some 
moments than others. One way to look back on our life and 

reflect is to fold a sheet of paper in fours and break our life up 

into four major categories, we can then reflect just on that 

category rather than our whole life. Saint Therese did this and 

come up with the following significant events in her life.[8] 

 
Birthday   January 2, 1873 

Baptism   January 4, 1873 

The Smile of Our Lady May 10, 1883 

First Communion  May 8, 1884 

Confirmation  June 14, 1884 
Conversion   December 25, 1886 

Audience with Leo XIII November 20, 1887 

Entry into the Carmel April 9, 1888 

Clothing   January 10, 1889 

Profession   September 8, 1890 

Taking of the Veil  September 24, 1890 
Act of Oblation  June 9, 1895 

[ENTRY INTO HEAVEN—September 30, 1897]  

 

It is good to share our own days of Grace with others so that 

people can be inspired about how God’s works in the life of each 
individual soul. 

 

Some of the laborers only worked 1 hour (5pm to 6pm).  They 

were paid first.  The landowner said to all, I will give you what is 

just and the daily wage.  Let say the landowner gave the 5pm 

workers ($100).  What would those who came in at 6am who 
worked 12 hours expect to receive?  They would expect to 

receive $1200.00.  They would have been very happy to see the 

5pm workers get $100 because they were expecting that when 
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the foreman came down the line to them they would get $1200.  

What would be there reaction when they receive only $100?  

What would our reaction be? 
 

Some people live the “life of Christ” at a very young age and 

“work in the vineyard” contributing to the needs of the Church 

at a very young age.  St. Therese for example lived the “life of 

Christ” and “worked in the vineyard” before here teenage years.  

It could be said that St. Therese went to work at 6am.  St. 
Augustine lived a sinful life and then converted and went to 

“work in the vineyard” at age 33 saying that his life was “restless 

until he rested in God.”  It could be said that St. Augustine went 

to work at Noon.   

 
MOVIE – “The Babe” Movie Trailer - POP CULTURE 

CONNECTION - 1:06 

http://youtu.be/mgb7HAZh_gA    

Babe Ruth although not a canonized Saint of the Church, 

receive the Sacraments of the Church but strayed away and did 

not practice his faith, did not “work in the vineyard” and 
although a hero in the world, he was “idle” in the Body of Christ 

the Church.  He did however “go to work in the vineyard” the 

last 3 years of his life after facing death in the hospital.  It could 

be said that Babe Ruth went to work at 5pm.  

 
ACTIVITY – American’s Prodigal Son 

Read the story of Babe Ruth and the letter from a junior high 

student that changed his life, calling Him into the Vineyard. The 

sheet can be found on the main page of the packet online. 

 

Did Therese, Augustine and Babe all get the same wage?  
Yes!  Is that fair? 

 

Why should I start being “holy” earlier in life then?  We 

should feel honored to be called earlier in life to work for the 

kingdom of God. This means God has more desire to use us for 
His glory in our lifetime. In the second reading, Saint Paul wrote, 

“If I go on living in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 

me.” (Phil 1:22) We are all called to “know, love, and serve the 

lord”[9] and Saint Bernard affirms, “Each one can find reasons 

to thank God in his life. We should feel particularly moved to 

thank God because he has called us to serve him and him 
alone.”[10] “That gift will always be infinitely greater than 

whatever anyone has done in life.”[11] 
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Where does the work have to be done? The work has to be 

done where we are in our state in life. “It is in our very own 

family and no other that we have to become saints. Likewise it is 
in our job that we meet God and introduce others to him. This is 

the vineyard.”[19] 

 

What if we are already working in the vineyard? If we are 

already working in the vineyard then praise God for answering 

the call! The next step is to consider how hard we are working. 
We all have ebbs and flows in our spiritual life. At times we can 

feel completely filled with the Holy Spirit and at other times we 

feel we are in a drought. We also must look at how lethargic or 

energetic we are at proclaiming salvation to the world. “Each one 

should examine themselves to see how energetically they are 
working in the vineyard of the divine Sower. Perhaps we have 

not dedicated everything we have to the service of the Lord. The 

people who really work for him...are those who are anxious to 

win souls and bring others to the vineyard.”[20] 

 

Can “everybody” work in the vineyard? Yes, of course. It 
doesn’t matter what someone’s age, gender, race, sex, ethnicity, 

health, or anything else is because all are called to be “living 

witnesses of Christ among their companions.”[21]  Not only can 

everyone work, but we are useful to God no matter what occurs 

in our life. A person always has dignity and is always useful. 
There are many stories of instances in life when a person would 

have be written off and considered useless, this is never the case 

in the vineyard. 

 

STORY - Father Eugene Hamilton [22]  

Father Eugene Hamilton was ordained on January 24, 1997, 
less than three months after his 24th birthday. Three hours 

later he was dead. He was ordained as he lay on his deathbed, 

short of breath and unable to speak. He is now, almost certainly, 

in heaven, a priest forever. Tu es sacerdos in aeternum You are a 

priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. Fr. 

Hamilton was a seminarian for the Archdiocese of New York who 
was diagnosed with terminal cancer in the early years of his 

formation. He fought bravely, but the ravages of cancer made it 

apparent that he would not live to finish his seminary formation 

without a miracle. For this he prayed to the Servant of God, 

Terence Cardinal Cooke, former Archbishop of New York, who 
had lived with cancer for many years himself before his death.  

 

The outstanding piety and holiness of Fr. Hamilton brought him 
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have received poor catechesis. The work to be done is to go to 

our homes, our work and our communities and proclaim the 

saving power of Jesus Christ through our words and actions. We 
are called to work out our salvation with humility and a life of 

service to the Lord for each other. We have a responsibility and 

an obligation to do the work of God. One of the five precepts of 

the Church is “You shall help to provide for the needs of the 

Church.” This is not a suggestion but an obligation. What are 

the needs of the Church? The Church needs souls willing to 
imitate Christ and be Christ in the world. The Church needs the 

faithful to live out their call to holiness by acting in faith, hope 

and charity, living all the virtues to a heroic degree. “No one who 

has crossed our path in this life should be able to say that he 

was not encouraged, by our example and word, to love Christ 
more. None of our friends, none of our relatives, should be able 

to say at the end of their lives that they had no one who was 

concerned about them.”[18] 

 

Why do we hesitate in taking up the work of God? Many 

times we give the excuse that we did not know what to do or 
what is expected of us. The “work” of God is many things and we 

must listen to God’s call in prayer, in fact prayer itself is the 

work of God. If we are very confused or unsure about what to do 

we can look to the works of mercy, there are seven corporal 

works of mercy and seven spiritual works of mercy. The works of 
mercy are a good starting point to doing the work of God.  

 

What are the seven corporal works of mercy? Feed the 

hungry. Give drink to the thirsty. Clothe the naked. Shelter the 

homeless. Visit the sick. Visit the imprisoned. Bury the dead. 

 
What are the seven spiritual works of mercy? Counsel the 

doubtful. Instruct the ignorant. Admonish the sinners. Comfort 

the afflicted. Forgive offenses. Bear wrongs patiently. Pray for 

the living and the dead. 

 
If we still do not know what to do we can remember the prayer, 

“Remember Christian Soul.” Remember, Christian soul, that 

thou hast this day, and every day of thy life: God to glorify, 

Jesus to imitate, A soul to save, A body to mortify, Sin to 

expiate, Virtues to acquire, Hell to avoid, Heaven to gain, 

Eternity to prepare for, Time to profit by, Neighbors to edify, The 
world to despise, Devils to combat, Passions to subdue, Death 

perhaps to suffer, And judgment to undergo. 
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Are there any benefits to “going to work earlier”? Even if we 

get the daily wage of “eternal life” this does not mean that we do 

not have to pay the temporal punishment for the sins we have 
committed.  We pay for these in purgatory where we are purged 

or cleansed of the stains that sin has caused.  There would be 

far less stains on the soul of a person that “went to work” at 

9am than a person that “lived it up” and then converted on their 

deathbed. If we truly our restless until we rest in God as St. 

Augustine says then the many years we spend “idle” will not 
only be in “restlessness” but could very well be in chaos, 

unhappiness, frustration, etc. If we wait, we are as Christ says, 

“idle.”  Bishop Joseph Delaney, the 2nd Bishop of Fort Worth 

used to say, “if you do not do what God is asking of you, who 

will?  It will simply go undone, because no one can do what you 
were created to do.  When you are judged Christ will show you 

gaps or holes in your life and you will ask what they are.  He will 

reply these are ‘voids’ in your life when the will of God was not 

done.”  These “voids” or “idleness” not only affect us but also 

have effect on others and on the Church and on society. We also 

know that we will die, but no one knows the day or time of their 
death, if we wait until 5pm (76yrs old) we could very well die at 

Noon (36yrs old). What are some other reasons not to wait? 

 

Butterfly Circus – Lesson and Discussion 
“Going out” 

 

SHORT FILM – Butterfly Circus - POP CULTURE 

CONNECTION – 23:00 

http://vimeo.com/17179273  

This lesson is based on the Short Film, Butterfly Circus. Watch 

the video and then reflect and discuss the lesson. 
 

How is the Butterfly Circus a modern day parable similar to 

the workers in the vineyard? Mr. Mendez (the landowner) goes 

out to find people for his circus (the vineyard). All the performers 

were in a sense standing idle (the were not being used). The first 
workers and the last (Will) get the same reward. All are part of 

the circus and gain benefits of being a part of the circus.  

 

What do the follow selected quotes teach us? 

 
The man leading the sideshow says of Will, “A perversion of 
nature…who God Himself has turned his back upon.” Mr. Mendez 
says to Will, “You are magnificent!”  Will spits on him and then 
Mendez says, “Maybe I got a little too close” 
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How many times have others and we been told we are no 

good, even a perversion of nature? If we are told this many 
times and in many ways we begin to think this of our self and 

even when God says to us, “You are magnificent!” we don’t 

believe Him. When God calls us to work in His vineyard, we spit 

in His face. God is patient with us and continues to draw close 

to us, even though we might spit in His face. What things in life 

cause us to not trust God, just as Will did not trust Mr. 
Mendez? Did Will have a reason to not trust Mr. Mendez? Do 

we have a reason to not trust in God? 

 

Mr. Mendez talks to Will about people coming to the sideshow 

and asks, “Why do they come?  There is nothing inspiring about 
man’s imperfections here in this place.” 

 

What is the difference between the sideshow and the 

Butterfly Circus? In the sideshow people are used and 

imperfections are highlighted, there is not an interest in the 

person but rather the deformation. At the Butterfly Circus the 
focus in on the person, not imperfections, but rather perfections, 

what man can do in the midst of challenges. How is this like 

the vineyard? God does not ask if we are perfect or imperfect, 

rather He is focused on each person and what they uniquely can 

contribute to the vineyard. It is not a contest, only we can give 
what we have to give, no one can contribute the gift that we 

have. God is not going to use or exploit us, but rather He will 

help us reach our full potential. Each performer’s talents in the 

Butterfly Circus were unique and so to each one of us is unique 

and needed. There is no comparison because all of us have 

something unique to contribute and if we don’t give the gift we 
have to give, it won’t be supplied by anyone else, the vineyard 

will have a void, it will be lacking.  

 

When Mr. Mendez spoke mean to Will, Will asked Him, why he 
said those things and Mendez’s response was, “Because you 

believe it, if you could only see what can come from ashes.” Mr. 
Mendez continued, “You have the greatest advantage, the greater 
the trial the more glorious the triumph.” 
 

The performers in the Butterfly Circus were considered “last” in 

the eyes of the world. How were they “last”? One was a violent 
drunkard, one a pregnant prostitute, one a washed up old man 

out of work and finally will a limbless man who seemed to have 

no potential. How did they go from being “last” to “first”? 
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Life of Christ each year beginning in Advent by awaiting our 

Savior and preparing to receive Him, Christmas by marveling at 

the mystery of the Incarnation and the humility of the Nativity, 
Ordinary Time by staying at the feet of the Good Teacher and 

Shepherd learning and being led by Him, Lent by learning to 

have a penitent heart and join in the passion and death of Our 

Lord. Easter by being a people of hope, living and proclaiming 

the Resurrection of Our Lord and Pentecost by fulfilling the 

mission of Christ as part of the Church. We also celebrate yearly 
the great feasts of Our Lady and the Saints and Angels who all 

by their heroic life of virtue point us to Christ. 

 

Called to Work in the Vineyard – Lesson and Discussion 
“You too go into my vineyard” 

 

We are all called to work in God’s vineyard, which means we are 

all called to evangelize and cultivate the kingdom of God here on 

earth. In this Gospel, the landowner continues to go out 

throughout the day seeking more workers. This is because only 

a few people are willing to even begin working. As Christ 
remarks in Luke 10:2, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 

are few.” May we be assured that this work is our vocation, what 

we were created by God to accomplish. 

 

VIDEO - ‘America’s Few’ Marines commercial - POP 
CULTURE CONNECTION - 1:04 

http://youtu.be/6xWA1rp50rs 

The commercial shows a few people hearing the call to become a 

marine. The spokesperson tells us that although few will 

actually hear the call, fewer still will get through the training. 

However, those that do will be a part of something that is a high 
and proud honor. In our Catholic faith few will answer the call to 

work in the Lord’s vineyard. Those that do get into the work find 

it very hard as you see in the video. However, the followers of 

Christ who work diligently will be able to reap the reward of 

eternal joy with Jesus in Heaven. 
 

Saint John Paul the Great said, “Since the work that awaits 

everyone in the vineyard of the Lord is so great, there is no place 

for idleness. With even greater urgency the ‘householder’ repeats 

his invitation: ‘You go into the vineyard too’.”[17] 

 
What work is there to be done? So few people truly know that 

Christ has brought salvation to the world. Even worse, there are 

those that have been taught it, but have either forgotten it or 
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heard the bell, they stopped their physically work and began the 

work of God (prayer). In our modern culture when we may no 

longer ring the Church bell, have Church bells or even be able to 
hear the Church bells because of our noisy surroundings, we 

can set our cell phone alarms as a reminder to keep time and 

keep our day sacred and dedicated to Our Lord.  

 

The Link to Liturgy prayer cards also encourage set prayer at set 

times. It is suggested that between the hours of 6 and 9am a 
person makes a Morning Offering to God. It is best to go to Mass 

daily if we are able, for to attend Mass is by far the best and 

most profitable of all devotions. If we are unable to go to daily 

Mass, we can at least pray the daily readings and meditation on 

their meaning. The Link to Liturgy daily lessons provides a 
lesson and reflection for the readings and can be read online or 

sent to your inbox. If we are unable to physically receive Our 

Lord in the Blessed Sacrament we can make an Act of Spiritual 

Communion anytime in the day. The Gospel Canticle, taken 

from Luke 2:29-32 can be prayed at night before bed between 

9pm and Midnight. 
 

How do we live liturgically? All of these prayers show us that 

the Church prays liturgically. The liturgy connects us to the Life 

of Christ. The Life of Christ is lived not just when we want to or 

every once and a while, it is lived hourly, daily and yearly. The 
Life of Christ is lived hourly through the Divine Liturgy, the 

Mass, which is going on every hour of every day. Because of the 

time zones, there is a Mass going on at all times. This fulfills the 

prophecy of Malachi which says, “For from the rising of the sun, 

even to its setting, my name is great among the nations, and 

everywhere they bring sacrifice to my name, and a pure offering: 
for great is my name among the nations, says the Lord of 

hosts.” (Malachi 1:11) We must take this hourly offering (Mass) 

seriously, we cannot pollute it or dilute it for the prophet warns, 

“But you behave profanely toward me by thinking the Lord’s 

table and its offering may be polluted and it food slighted. You 
also say, ‘What a burden!’ and you scorn it, says the Lord of 

hosts.” (Malachi 1:12-13) How do we personally pollute or 

dilute the Mass? Do we think Mass is a burden? How do we 

see Mass scorned?  

 

The Life of Christ is lived out daily through the Liturgy of the 
Hours. Through the Liturgy of the Hours the day is broken up 

into times in which a commitment to prayer is made. The Life of 

Christ is lived out yearly through the Liturgical Year. We live the 
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Mr. Mendez believed in them and saw in them what they and 

others did not see in themselves. They went from being outcasts 

to heroes. It is God that makes the last first. In what ways in 
our lives have we been considered or perhaps are still 

considered “last” but through the Grace of God have been 

considered “first”?   

 

God wills for all to be saved and to know the truth. “This is good 

and pleasing to God our savior, who wills everyone to be saved 
and to come to knowledge of the truth.” (1 Timothy 2:3-4) If God 

wills all to be saved and know the truth then, He will give all 

people a way to be saved and come to knowledge of the truth. He 

will never stop calling and inviting us. The question is whether 

we are listening, whether we are responding. How is God’s 
desire and passion for our salvation and our knowledge of 

truth expressed in the parable of the vineyard and “The 

Butterfly Circus”? In the Butterfly Circus, Mr. Mendez is 

always on the lookout for people to join the circus and is always 

gently sending out the call to invite people in. In the parable of 

the vineyard, the landowner goes out five different times, all 
times of the day, to call and invite people into the vineyard.  

 

Abigail Van Buren (Dear Abby) said, “A church is a hospital 

for sinners, not a museum for saints.” Is Dear Abby right or 

wrong? This statement is wrong, the Church is a hospital for 
sinners, but it is also a museum for Saints. The Church is a 

place of conversion in which the last become first, the sinners 

can become Saints. The Church is not just those on earth, but 

also those in purgatory and those in heaven. This is what we call 

the Communion of Saints. If we only see the Church on earth, 

this we will only see a hospital for sinners. If we only see the 
Church in heaven, then we will only see a museum for Saints. 

We must see the whole Church, the Communion of Saints. 

 

What is the Communion of Saints? The Church on earth is 

the Church militant, we are repentant sinners fighting against 
the devil, world and flesh avoiding evil and pursuing good. The 

Church in Purgatory is the Church suffering they are repentant 

sinners that are being purified of the temporal punishment due 

to sin. It is in purgatory that Jesus’s phrase, “the last shall be 

first and the first shall be last” begins to make sense. Those who 

were first on earth doing whatever they pleased rather than 
following God’s will but in fact repented in the end, will be the 

last out of purgatory. Those who were last on earth, who put 

God’s will “first” and their own will “last” will be the first out of 
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purgatory. The Church in Heaven is the Church triumphant; 

they are the Saints, sinners no more, but rather immaculate and 

full of Grace through the power of God.      
 

“Every saint has a past and every sinner has a future.”[12] How 

does this quote and the Dear Abby quote related to the 

parable of the vineyard and the Butterfly Circus? 

 

Living Liturgically – Lesson and Discussion 
“he went out again around noon, and around three o'clock” 
 

The landowner goes out five times; 6am; 9am; Noon; 3pm; 5pm. 

These times can represent the years of a person’s life and the 

different periods in our life in which God calls us into the 
vineyard. The times can also represent a 24 hours day. There 

are eight 3 hours periods in a day. In the Benedictine tradition, 

work and prayer were interspersed throughout their day. The 

monks would stop their work or even interrupt their sleep to 

pray throughout the day.  

 
The Church has the tradition of praying the Liturgy of the Hours 

as a way to work in the vineyard throughout the day in prayer. 

Many times we think of work as something physical such as 

painting a house, practicing a sport, etc. Saint Benedict called 

prayer the “Work of God.” To pray liturgically throughout the 
day is to answer the call to “work” in the vineyard.  

 

What is Liturgy of the Hours? This is the prayer of the Church 

or the voice of the Church and it sanctifies or makes the day 

holy. If we compare the Mass to the sun than Liturgy of the 

Hours would be the rays coming from the sun. Liturgy of the 
Hours consists of psalms, hymns, spiritual readings, 

intercessions, etc. and can be prayed seven times during the 

day. “From ancient times the Church has had the custom of 

celebrating each day the liturgy of the hours. In this way the 

Church fulfills the Lord’s precept to pray without ceasing, at 
once offering its praise to God the Father and interceding for the 

salvation of the world. The Second Vatican Council showed the 

importance of the traditional discipline and desired to renew 

that discipline. It was, therefore, very concerned to bring about a 

suitable restoration of this liturgy of prayer so that priests and 

other members of the Church in today’s circumstances might 
celebrate it better and more effectively.”[13] 

 

When is Liturgy of the Hours prayed? There are currently 
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seven prayers or times of day in which the faithful can pray. The 

Office of Readings and Morning Prayer are prayed at Matins and 

Lauds (5-9am), Daytime Prayer is prayed at Terce, Sext and 
Noon (9am to 3pm), Evening Prayer is prayed at Vespers (6pm) 

and Night Prayer is prayed at Compline (9pm to Midnight). The 

Office of Readings, Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer are major 

hours and the priority of most priests, religious and lay people. 

The Liturgy of Hours is of such importance to the Church and to 

the individual soul that the clergy and religious are required to 
pray it and the lay faithful are highly encouraged to pray it.  

 

“In fulfillment of the priestly office of Christ, the Church 

celebrates the liturgy of the hours, wherein it listens to God 

speaking to his people and recalls the mystery of salvation. In 
this way, the Church praises God without ceasing, in song and 

prayer, and it intercedes with him for the salvation of the whole 

world. Clerics are obliged to recite the liturgy of the hours, in 

accordance with Can. 276, §2, n. 3; members of institutes of 

consecrated life and of societies of apostolic life are obliged in 

accordance with their constitutions. Others also of Christ's 
faithful are earnestly invited, according to circumstances, to 

take part in the liturgy of the hours as an action of the Church. 

In carrying out the liturgy of the hours, each particular hour is, 

as far as possible, to be recited at the time assigned to it.”[14]  

 
Why is it important to pray at set times? Jesus said to pray 

without ceasing. However, in our daily lives, we tend to cease 

often. It is beneficial for us to set certain times to pray so we can 

form the habit of praying continually. When we stop our day to 

pray, we are giving our time and attention to God. This is the 

tradition of the followers of Christ. How did the apostles 
prayer? In Luke’s Gospel it says, “they were continually in the 

temple praising God.” (Luke 24:53) In Acts of the Apostles it 

indicates that the prayer at the temple was even planed at set 

hours, “Now Peter and John were going up to the temple area for 

the three o’clock hour of prayer.” (Acts 3:1) Set times for prayer 
was a tradition of the Jewish people and continues as we pray, 

“As for me, I will cry to God and the Lord will save me. Evening, 

morning and at noon I will cry and lament.”[15] In a document 

called the Didache, which dates back to the first century it is 

recommended that the Our Father be prayed three times a day.

[16] The Angelus prayer, which is over 700 years old, is another 
tradition of the Church in which the day is separated by prayer. 

The bell of the Church is rung at 6am, Noon and 6pm to 

remember the mystery of the Incarnation. When the faithful 


