
 

Set the World Ablaze 

1. Read — Read the verses slowly and prayerfully several times. Write 
down any words or phrases that seem to stand out:  
 

 

 

 

2. Meditate — Now begin to reflect on the verses and ask God what it 
means and how he wants to speak to you through the passage. God 
what are you saying to me through this? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Pray — Respond from your heart to what God has been saying to 
you. What do you want me to know? Write down your prayer to him 
or record whatever he says to you.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

4. Contemplate — Be quiet before the Lord enjoying His presence.   
~~~~~~~~~  
How is God calling you to act in response to what he has shown 

you? 
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Quick Connect 
What is the Gospel saying? Luke 12:49-53 — Pg. 1 
What is the Church saying Past and Present? Pages 1-3 
What is God saying to you through this passage? Page 4 

 Gospel Reading – Luke 12:49-53 – Roman Missal 

Jesus said to his disciples: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and 
how I wish it were already blazing! There is a baptism with which I 
must be baptized, and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished! 

Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell 
you, but rather division. From now on a household of five will be divid-
ed, three against two and two against three; a father will be divided 
against his son and a son against his father, a mother against her 
daughter and a daughter against her mother, a mother-in-law against 
her daughter-in-law and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” 
 
Spiritual Reading – Office of Readings – 20th Sunday of Ordinary 

Time From a homily on Matthew by Saint John Chrysostom, bishop 

Salt of the earth and light of the world You are the salt of the earth. It is 
not for your own sake, he says, but for the world’s sake that the word is 
entrusted to you. I am not sending you into two cities only or ten or 
twenty, not to a single nation, as I sent the prophets of old, but across 
land and sea, to the whole world. And that world is in a miserable state. 
For when he says: You are the salt of the earth, he is indicating that all 
mankind had lost its savor and had been corrupted by sin. Therefore, 
he requires of these men those virtues which are especially useful and 
even necessary if they are to bear the burdens of many. For the man 
who is kindly, modest, merciful and just will not keep his good works to 
himself but will see to it that these admirable fountains send out their 
streams for the good of others. Again, the man who is clean of heart, a 
peacemaker and ardent for truth will order his life so as to contribute to 
the common good. Do not think, he says, that you are destined for easy 
struggles or unimportant tasks. You are the salt of the earth. What do 
these words imply? Did the disciples restore what had already turned 

rotten? Not at all. Salt cannot help what is already corrupted. That is 
not what they did. But what had first been renewed and freed from cor-
ruption and then turned over to them, they salted and preserved in the 
newness the Lord had bestowed. It took the power of Christ to free men 
from the corruption caused by sin; it was the task of the apostles 

through strenuous labor to keep that corruption from returning. Have 
you noticed how, bit by bit, Christ shows them to be superior to the 
prophets? He says they are to be teachers not simply for Palestine but 
for the whole world. Do not be surprised, then, he says, that I address 
you apart from the others and involve you in such a dangerous enter-
prise. Consider the numerous and extensive cities, peoples and nations 
I will be sending you to govern. For this reason I would have you make 
others prudent, as well as being prudent yourselves. For unless you 
can do that, you will not be able to sustain even yourselves. If others 



 

Set the World Ablaze 

lose their savor, then your ministry will help them regain it. But if you 
yourselves suffer that loss, you will drag others down with you. There-
fore, the greater the undertakings put into your hands, the more zeal-
ous you must be. For this reason he says: But if the salt becomes taste-

less, how can its flavor be restored? It is good for nothing now, but to be 
thrown out and trampled by men’s feet. When they hear the words: 

When they curse you and persecute you and accuse you of every evil, 
they may be afraid to come forward. Therefore he says; “Unless you are 
prepared for that sort of thing, it is in vain that I have chosen you. 

Curses shall necessarily be your lot but they shall not harm you and 
will simply be a testimony to your constancy. If through fear, however, 
you fail to show the forcefulness your mission demands, your lot will be 
much worse, for all will speak evil of you and despise you. That is what 
being trampled by men’s feet means.” Then he passes on to a more ex-

alted comparison: You are the light of the world. Once again, “of the 
world”: not of one nation or twenty cities, but of the whole world. The 
light he means is an intelligible light, far superior to the rays of the sun 
we see, just as the salt is a spiritual salt. First salt, then light, so that 
you may learn how profitable sharp words may be and how useful seri-
ous doctrine. Such teaching holds in check and prevents dissipation; it 
leads to virtue and sharpens the mind’s eye. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden; nor do men light a lamp and put it under a basket. Here again 
he is urging them to a careful manner of life and teaching them to be 
watchful, for they live under the eyes of all and have the whole world for 
the arena of their struggles. 
 
No Peace? – Lesson and Discussion 

“Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? No I tell 
you, but rather division” 
 

Today’s Gospel reading is one of those passages that can be taken in 
many different ways. However, the Church cuts through to the core of 
the message of what Jesus means, and what is He really saying to the 
apostles. 
 
Does Jesus want to bring division? In a way, yes. “During his own life 
on earth, Christ was a sign of contradiction (Lk. 2:34). Our Lord is fore-
warning his disciples about the contention and division which will ac-
company the spread of the Gospel (cf. Lk. 6:20; Mt. 10:24).”[1] Jesus 

knows everyone will not accept the message He brings. Jesus’ message 
is controversial. Jesus is God and God can only speak the truth. The 
truth causes separation in the sense that when we hear the truth we 
must choose. What side will we be on? The truth defines sides, and we 
must choose a side. As believers in Jesus Christ we give our whole self 
to what Jesus Christ, the Truth, wants us to do. We choose Truth. We 
choose Christ. Those that accept Jesus will be different than those who 
reject Him. This is why Jesus says there will be division among people. 
 
Why does Jesus say there will be division? In a broad context for 
someone, “When the service of God is taken seriously, it does not offer a 
comfortable and tranquil life, but often exposes us to risk, struggle and 
persecution.”[2] Jesus Himself speaks of the persecution He would face  
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with His baptism. The baptism Jesus is speaking about in the Gospel 
reading is that of His death on the cross, baptism by blood. Saint John 
Chrysostom speaks of the risk, struggle, and persecution of the Chris-
tian when he writes, “Curses shall necessarily be your lot but they shall 
not harm you and will simply be a testimony to your constancy. If 
through fear, however, you fail to show the forcefulness your mission 
demands, your lot will be much worse, for all will speak evil of you and 
despise you. That is what being trampled by men’s feet means.”[3] 
There is a forcefulness to the mission of Christ, a forcefulness which 
demands that we not only stay the course but that we assert the force-
fulness of the mission with the virtues of Christ, which are meekness, 
humility, and obedience. 
 

Does Jesus want there to be division? No. In the Gospel of John, Je-

sus prays that we all may be one.[4] However, Jesus knows people have 
free will, and He knows the hearts of man. He knew Judas had the free 
will to reject Him, and eventually turn Him in. Jesus says He will not 
bring peace. The peace that Jesus is not bringing is what we call the 
world’s peace. The peace of the world is actually a “false peace” that 
promises to make all conflicts go away and all hatred between people go 
away. The idea of coexisting is in line with the world’s view of peace. 
This is a false notion of peace that is rooted in relativism. It states that 
we can all get along because anything goes, we can think and do as we 
please and everyone is right as long as they are not hurting another 
person. This is not the peace Jesus came to bring. He means to bring a 
different kind of peace. 
 
What peace is Jesus talking about? Jesus is talking about the peace 
that only God can provide. When we truly have the knowledge of peace, 
we are able to live courageously. Peace can be the absence of conflict, 
but “it is also the serenity experienced because there is no conflict.”[5] 
In this case the conflict is not between two people, but between God 
and man. Jesus wants to bring such a peace in our hearts and souls 
that it will fire us up to face any challenge in our lives and still have 
conviction and fortitude to evangelize. 
 
What is Peace as defined by the Church? – Peace is the consequence 
of justice and the sign of love put into action. Where there is peace, 

‘every creature can come to rest in good order’ (Thomas Aquinas). 

Earthly peace is the image of the peace of Christ, who reconciled heaven 
and earth. Earthly peace is the image of the peace of Christ, who recon-
ciled heaven and earth. [2304-2305] Peace is more than the absence of 
war, more than a carefully maintained balance of powers (‘balance of 
terror”). In a state of peace, people can live securely with their legiti-
mately earned property and freely exchange goods with one another. In 
peace the dignity and the right of self-determination of individuals and 
of peoples are respected. In peace human coexistence is characterized 
by brotherly solidarity.[6] Yes peace means solidarity, but solidarity in 
“good order” of which God is the source. Apart from God there cannot 
be “good order” nor can there be coexistence in the true sense of the 
word. 
 


