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Lessons and Discussions 

Page 4 – Every Choice Matters 
“for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter” 
Page 8 – Y.O.L.O. (You Only Live Once) 

“Strive to enter through the narrow gate” 
Page 11 – Leading others to Sin 

“will not be strong enough”  
Page 15 – The Roads to Heaven and Hell 
“Depart from me, all you evildoers!” 
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Entrance Antiphon – Roman Missal 
 
This should be chanted so that the time of prayer, study and discussion can be 

made sacred.  

 

Alternate options: 

Be Thou My Vision 

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

Father, We Thank Thee, Who Hast Planted 

Do you Know Him? (Remnant) 
 

Collect – Roman Missal 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 
O God, who cause the minds of the faithful 

to unite in a single purpose, 

grant your people to love what you command 

and to desire what you promise, 

that, amid the uncertainties of this world 
our hearts may be fixed on that place 

where true gladness is found. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
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Amen 

 

Gospel Reading – Luke 13:22-30– Roman Missal 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

- Glory to you O Lord 
 

Jesus passed through towns and villages, teaching as he went 

and making his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, 
will only a few people be saved?” He answered them, “Strive to 

enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt 

to enter but will not be strong enough. After the master of the 

house has arisen and locked the door, then will you stand out-

side knocking and saying, ‘Lord, open the door for us.’ He will 
say to you in reply, ‘I do not know where you are from. And you 

will say, ‘We ate and drank in your company and you taught in 

our streets.’ Then he will say to you, ‘I do not know where you 

are from. Depart from me, all you evildoers!’ And there will be 

wailing and grinding of teeth when you see Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God and you your-
selves cast out. And people will come from the east and the west 

and from the north and the south and will recline at table in the 

kingdom of God. For behold, some are last who will be first, and 

some are first who will be last.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

- Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Spiritual Reading – Office of Readings – 21th Sunday of Ordi-

nary Time 

 
From the pastoral constitution on the Church in the modern world 
of the Second Vatican Council 
(Gaudium et spes. n. 39) The foreshadowing of the new age 

 

We do not know the time when earth and humanity will reach 
their completion, nor do we know the way in which the universe 

will be transformed. The world as we see it, disfigured by sin, is 

passing away. But we are sure that God is preparing a new 

dwelling place and a new earth. In this new earth righteousness 

is to make its home, and happiness will satisfy, and more than 

satisfy, all the yearnings for peace that arise in human hearts. 
On that day, when death is conquered, the sons of God will be 

raised up in Christ; what was sown as something weak and per-

ishable will be clothed in incorruption. Love and the fruits of 



4 

The Narrow Way, the Broad Way  

love will remain, and the whole of creation, made by God for 

man, will be set free from the frustration that enslaves it. 

 
We are warned indeed that a man gains nothing if he wins the 

whole world at the cost of himself. Yet our hope in a new earth 

should not weaken, but rather stimulate our concern for devel-

oping this earth, for on it there is growing up the body of a new 

human family, a body even now able to provide some foreshad-

owing of the new age. Hence, though earthly progress is to be 
carefully distinguished from the growth of Christ’s kingdom, yet 

in so far as it can help toward the better ordering of human soci-

ety it is of great importance to the kingdom of God. 

 

The blessings of human dignity, brotherly communion and free-
dom—all the good fruits on earth of man’s co-operation with na-

ture in the Spirit of the Lord and according to his command—

will be found again in the world to come, but purified of all stain, 

resplendent and transfigured, when Christ hands over to the 

Father an eternal and everlasting kingdom: “a kingdom of truth 

and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, 
love and peace.” On this earth the kingdom is already present in 

sign; when the Lord comes it will reach its completion. 

 

Responsory – Office of Readings – Psalm 96:11; Isaiah 49:13; 

Psalm 72:7 
 

Rejoice, you heavens, and celebrate, O earth; cry out with 

praise, you mountains, for the Lord is coming. 

– He will have compassion on the poor. 

 

In his days justice will flourish and peace will abound. 
– He will have compassion on the poor. 

 

Every Choice Matters - Lesson and Discussion 

“for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter” 

 
In 1896 there was a religious tract published called The Roads to 
Heaven and Hell by R.J. Stock, Cincinnati, Ohio. This tract was 

a reminder to the people at the time as well as to us that there 

are two ways. This lesson is Part 1 of 4 in which the tract will be 

explained in the light of today’s Gospel. 

 

Detailed pictures from the tract will be in this lesson. To see the 
tract in its entirety please go to the packet page and click on The 
Roads to Heaven and Hell link. 

21 

linktoliturgy.com 

R. Ut digni efficiamur promissionibus Christi 

 

Let us pray.  O almighty and everlasting God, who, by the co-
operation of the Holy Ghost, didst prepare the body and soul of 

Mary, glorious Virgin and Mother, to become the worthy habita-

tion of Thy Son: grant that we may be delivered from present 

evils, and from everlasting death, by her gracious intercession, 

in whose commemoration we rejoice.  Through the same Christ 

our Lord, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the uni-
ty of the Holy Ghost, God, world without end.  Amen. 

 

English Translation 

 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and 
our hope.  To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to 

thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this val-

ley of tears.  Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of 

mercy towards us; and after this our exile, show unto us the 

blessed fruit of they womb, Jesus.  O clement, O loving, O sweet 

Virgin Mary. 
 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

 

Let us pray.  O almighty and everlasting God, who, by the co-
operation of the Holy Ghost, didst prepare the body and soul of 

Mary, glorious Virgin and Mother, to become the worthy habita-

tion of Thy Son: grant that we may be delivered from present 

evils, and from everlasting death, by her gracious intercession, 

in whose commemoration we rejoice.  Through the same Christ 

our Lord, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the uni-
ty of the Holy Ghost, God, world without end.  Amen. 

 

“The End” Notes  

 
[1] John 10:7 

[2] John 14:6 

[3] Fr. Christopher Rengers (source: quotecatholic.com) 
[4] Roman Catholic Daily Missal (1962); The Orate Fratres 

[5] The Order of the Mass (Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite; The Orate Fratres)  

[6] CCC - 1069 
[7] Luke 23:39 

[8] Luke 23:40-42 

[9] cf. Luke 12:13-21; Matthew 24:37-44 
[10] Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.; Modern Catholic Dictionary 

[11] Matthew Kelly; Perfectly Yourself: 9 Lessons for Enduring Happiness 

[12] Baltimore Catechism No. 3; Question 704 
[13] Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J.; Modern Catholic Dictionary 



20 

The Narrow Way, the Broad Way  

Jesus and His Mother. Help youth today to realize the im-

portance of God in their lives. You became a saint through fer-

vent participation in the sacraments, enlighten parents and chil-
dren to the importance of frequent confession and Holy Com-

munion. At a young age you meditated on the sorrowful Passion 

of Our Lord. Obtain for us the grace of a fervent desire to suffer 

for love of Him.  

We desperately need your intercession to protect today's chil-

dren from the snares of the world. Watch over them and lead 
them on the narrow road to Heaven. Ask God to give us the 

grace to sanctify our daily duties by performing them perfectly 

out of love for Him. Remind us of the necessity of practicing vir-

tue especially in times of trial.  

Saint Dominic Savio, you who preserved your Baptismal inno-
cence of heart, pray for us.  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

Marian Antiphon – Salve Regina – Simple Tone 

 
 
V. Ora pro nobis, sancta Dei Genitrix. 
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At the bottom of the picture there is a small crowd of people, this 

crowd has set before them two paths, one narrow, one broad. 
There are two scenes that they immediately see before them; one 

that characterizes the narrow path, and the other a broad path. 

 

 
 

A. Give us this day our Daily Bread 

 
Discussion: What do you notice on picture A as compared 

with picture B? On the “narrow path” picture is a man and a 

woman sitting at a table. On the tablecloth is printed, “Give us 

this day our daily bread”. This couple is older and is praying. 

They have chosen to live out the Lord’s Prayer in reliance upon 
God for their basic necessities. They eat a meager meal, and give 

thanks to God just as we give thanks to God when we pray the 

Prayer before meals: Bless us O Lord and these Thy gifts which 

we are about to receive, from Thy bounty, through Christ our 

Lord. Amen.” 

 
What does the prayer before meals tell us? In the prayer be-

fore meals we acknowledge God. Our body hungers and thirsts 

for food and drink, our soul hungers for God. In this prayer we 

acknowledge that it is not just our body that is in need, but our 

soul as well, and we ask God to bless us body and soul. We ask 
God to bless the gifts (food and drink) before us, and we 

acknowledge that without God we would not have these gifts. We 

finally acknowledge that all gifts come through Jesus Christ. Je-

sus is the door the gate[1], the way, and no one comes to the 

Father but through the Son.[2] The Father gives all gifts to man, 

through the Son, and in that same pattern, man gives the gift of 
himself to the Father, through the Son. Jesus is truly the way, 

A. 

 

B. 
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the means, in which God comes to man, and man goes to 

God.  “His [Christ’s] humanity is the first step down and the last 

step up on the beautiful spiral of Creation.”[3] 
 

God giving to man is a sacrifice. Man giving to God is a sacrifice. 

These sacrifices are united at each and every Holy Sacrifice of 

the Mass. “The Eucharist is the sacrifice of the whole Church; it 

is not exclusively the priest’s sacrifice, but property of the faith-

ful also. The priest alone performs the sacrificial act itself, for 
only his hands are anointed and consecrated to offer sacrifices. 

He offers in the name of the faithful and for their benefit. Thus 

priest and people are at the altar bound together in a commun-

ion of sacrifice, and they offer not only the host and chalice, but 

themselves also. ‘The Mass will be a sacrifice for us to God, 
when we have made an offering of ourselves’ (St. Gregory the 

Great).”[4] 

 

This is why the priest prays, “Brethren, pray that my sacrifice 

and yours may be acceptable to God the Father almighty” and 

the people respond, “May the Lord receive the sacrifice from thy 
hands for the praise and glory of His name, for our welfare and 

that of all His holy Church.”[5] 

 

Jesus offered Himself to the Father for the salvation of souls. 

When we assist at Mass, assist at this offering and in deed offer 
the gift of our self; with, in, and through Jesus Christ we enter 

into the work of redemption. In other words, any time we enter 

into Liturgy (the Divine Liturgy [Mass], the Liturgy of the Hours, 

the Sacraments of the Church, Liturgical processions, etc.) we 

are entering into and participating in the “the work of God”, 

which is the salvation of souls. We are walking on the narrow 
path. 

 

“The word ‘liturgy’ originally meant a ‘public work’ or a ‘service 

in the name of / on behalf of the people.’ In Christian tradition it 

means the participation of the People of God in ‘the work of 
God.’ Through the liturgy Christ, our redeemer and high priest, 

continues the work of our redemption in, with, and through his 

Church.”[6] To walk the narrow path is “work”; it is not easy. In 

the illustration The Roads to Heaven and Hell the path to heaven 

is very steep and difficult while the path to hell is flat and at the 

end turns into a slide, a slippery slope into a fiery pit. 
 

There is perhaps no greater example of the choice before man 

than at the Cross, when two criminals, the good and bad thief 
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Didache, we see that the apostles taught that there are “two 

ways” and that it is the expectation of the Christian to live “way 

of life”. This teachings was so essential that for the first years of 
the Church, Christians were not called Christians but “followers 

of the Way”. Not only did that follow a way, but they followed 

Jesus – The Way. 

 

“There are two ways, one of life and one of death; but a great dif-

ference between the two ways. The way of life, then, is this: 
First, you shall love God who made you; second, your neighbor 

as yourself; and all things whatsoever you would should not oc-

cur to you, do not also do to another. And of these sayings the 

teaching is this: Bless those who curse you, and pray for your 

enemies, and fast for those who persecute you. For what reward 
is there, if you love those who love you? Do not also the Gen-

tiles do the same? But love those who hate you, and you shall 

not have an enemy. Abstain from fleshly and worldly lusts. If 

someone gives you a blow upon your right cheek, turn to him 

the other also, and you shall be perfect. If someone impresses 

you for one mile, go with him two. If someone takes away your 
cloak, give him also your coat. If someone takes from you what 

is yours, ask it not back, for indeed you are not able. Give to 

every one that asks you, and ask it not back; for the Fa-

ther wills that to all should be given of our own blessings (free 

gifts). Happy is he that gives according to the commandment; for 
he is guiltless. Woe to him that receives; for if one having need 

receives, he is guiltless; but he that receives not having need, 

shall pay the penalty, why he received and for what, and, coming 

into straits (confinement), he shall be examined concerning the 

things which he has done, and he shall not escape thence until 

he pay back the last farthing (Matthew 5:26). But also now con-
cerning this, it has been said, Let your alms sweat in your 

hands, until you know to whom you should give.”[27] 

 

Where do we see the life of penance (GPS), a life of (g)ood 

works, (p)rayer, and (s)acrifice in the picture? Where do we 
see the opposite of penance in the picture? 

  

Profession of Faith or Popular Devotion – Prayer to Saint 

Dominic Savio 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

 

Dear Saint Dominic, you spent your short life totally for love of 
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Church of faith. She may well no longer be the dominant social 

power to the extent that she was until recently; but she will en-

joy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man’s home, where he will 
find life and hope beyond death.”[23] 

 

Has the Church always taught that there are “two ways”? 

Yes. This is seen in Jewish tradition as stated above, and is spo-

ken by our Lord. This is clearly seen in the Gospel of Saint John, 

“A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so 
that they might have life and have it more abundantly.”[24]  

 

[See also Link to Liturgy Packet Cycle A - OT04 - The Beati-

tudes] 

 
[See also Link to Liturgy Packet Cycle A - OT06 - Fully Hu-

man: No Less, No More] 

 

Man desires good. Man desires happiness. When man’s desires 

are ordered correctly good and happiness are the result. When 

man’s desires are disordered (sin) is the result, this is a poison 
to the soul. Six of the deadly sins are examples of how desire is 

disordered. Sloth is an example of no desire what so ever. What 

is the antidote to this poison? Jesus gives us the Sermon on the 

Mount, the beatitudes, which enable us to order our desires to-

ward God, towards the good.  
 

Jesus not only gives us His word, but the Word become flesh. He 

gives us Himself in the Eucharist, which is the “medicine of im-

mortality”. Saint Ignatius of Antioch said, “…you come togeth-

er man by man in common through grace, individually, in one 

faith, and in Jesus Christ, who was of the seed of David accord-
ing to the flesh, being both the Son of man and the Son of God, 

so that you obey the bishop and the presbytery with an undivid-

ed mind, breaking one and the same bread, which is the medi-

cine of immortality, and the antidote to prevent us from dying, 

but [which causes] that we should live forever in Jesus 
Christ.”[25] 

 

Why is there only two ways? Why not three or four or five? 

There are many today that want to believe that there are many 

ways to heaven. However, there is only one way and that is 

through Jesus Christ. “I am the way, and the truth and the 
life.”[26] If there is only one way to Heaven, then if you are not 

on that path the only other path that would be going anywhere 

is to Hell. In one of the earliest documents of the Church, the 
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were given a choice. The choice they had was to offer them self 

along with Christ to the Father. Each Christian is also given this 

choice. The choice becomes clear at every Mass when each per-
son in the pew is offered the choice to offer himself along with 

Christ to the Father.  

 

What choice will we make? Will we offer our self with Christ 

to the Father? Servant of God Fulton Sheen made the analogy 

that each small host represents us, and the large host is Christ. 
While both the large and small hosts are the Body of Christ, the 

large host is the head (Jesus) of the Body, while the small hosts 

are the members (us) of the Body. The bad thief mocked Jesus 

and His offering saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself 

and us.”[7] Jesus was saving him at that very moment, but the 
thief could not see this and did not accept salvation. The good 

thief, Saint Dismas, however came to Christ’s defense and said 

to the bad thief, “Have you no fear of God, for you are subject to 

the same condemnation? And indeed, we have been condemned 

justly, for the sentence we received corresponds to our crimes, 

but his man has done nothing criminal. Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.”[8] 

 

What do we worship? Who do we give our self to?  

Discussion Question: What do you see between the two pic-

tures?  
What are the similarities and differences? 

 

 
 

On the narrow path is a woman (C) who has decided to worship 

God and to follow the teachings of Christ to deny self, pick up 
your cross, and follow Him. On the broad path to hell is a man 

C. 

 

D. 
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(D) who has decided to worship self and everything that the 

world has to offer. The worship of self is in direct opposition to 

the command of our Lord. Instead of denying self we give in and 
even become a slave to the flesh (our senses). We choose not to 

embrace the Cross of Christ but instead listen to the teachings 

of the world and instead of following Jesus Christ, true God and 

true man, we follow Satan, the father of lies. 

 

Y.O.L.O.(You only live once) – Lesson and Discussion 
“Strive to enter through the narrow gate” 
 

In 1896 there was a religious tract published called The Roads to 
Heaven and Hell by R.J. Stock, Cincinnati, Ohio. This tract was 

a reminder to the people at the time as well as to us that there 

are two ways. This lesson is Part 2 of 4 in which the tract will be 
explained in the light of today’s Gospel. 

 

Detailed pictures from the tract will be in this lesson. To see the 

tract in its entirety please go to the packet page and click on The 
Roads to Heaven and Hell link. 

 

At the bottom of the picture there is a small crowd of people, this 
crowd has set before them two paths, one narrow, one broad. 

There are two scenes that they immediately see before them. 

One that characterizes the narrow path, one the broad path. 

 

 
 

B.YOLO (You only live once) 

Discussion Questions: Discuss everything you observe in 

picture. What does the writing say at the bottom left of the 
picture? How is that theme portrayed in this picture? 

 

A. 

 

B. 
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wage war against the soul. Maintain good conduct among the 

Gentiles, so that if they speak of you as evildoers, they may ob-

serve your good works and glorify God on the day of visita-
tion.”[21] 

 

Why is the good path narrow and the evil path wide? First we 

have free will. We must use our free will to choose good or evil, 

no one will choose for us. It is hard to choose. Second we strug-

gle against the devil, the world, and the flesh and must fight the-
se through a life of grace. We are offered grace in so many ways 

(both ordinary and extraordinary means), but this does not 

mean that we will embrace the grace we are offered. “We must 

depend not on ourselves but on God only; ‘I can do all thing in 

him who strengthened me’ (Philippians 4:13)”[22] Third it is easy 
to follow the crowd, the way that everyone is going. Finally, in 

choosing God there may often be hardship and persecution for 

our choice. It is for this reason that Pope Benedict XVI said that 

the Church will become small. 

 

“The church will become small and will have to start afresh more 
or less from the beginning. 

She will no longer be able to inhabit many of the edifices she 

built in prosperity. As the number of her adherents diminishes . 

. . she will lose many of her social privileges . . . As a small socie-

ty, [the Church] will make much bigger demands on the initia-
tive of her individual members….It will be hard-going for the 

Church, for the process of crystallization and clarification will 

cost her much valuable energy. It will make her poor and cause 

her to become the Church of the meek . . . The process will be 

long and wearisome as was the road from the false progressivism 

on the eve of the French Revolution — when a bishop might be 
thought smart if he made fun of dogmas and even insinuated 

that the existence of God was by no means certain . . . But when 

the trial of this sifting is past, a great power will flow from a 

more spiritualized and simplified Church. Men in a totally 

planned world will find themselves unspeakably lonely. If they 
have completely lost sight of God, they will feel the whole horror 

of their poverty. Then they will discover the little flock of believ-

ers as something wholly new. They will discover it as a hope that 

is meant for them, an answer for which they have always been 

searching in secret. And so it seems certain to me that the 

Church is facing very hard times. The real crisis has scarcely 
begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am 

equally certain about what will remain at the end: not the 

Church of the political cult, which is dead already, but the 
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come to the help of His servant Israel, for He has remembered 

His promise of mercy, the promise He made to our fathers, to 

Abraham and his children forever.”[16] The Church prays this 
prayer every evening in Liturgy of the Hours. In praise of this 

promise, Zechariah proclaims, “Blessed be the Lord the God of 

Israel; He has come to His people and set them free. He has 

raised up for us a mighty savior, born of the house of His serv-

ant David. Through His holy prophets he promised of old that He 

would save us from our enemies…”[17] This prayer is prayed by 
the Church each morning in Liturgy of the Hours. In the praying 

of these two canticles, the Church forever remembers and prais-

es Jesus Christ, the promise of the Father. 

 

This promise is offered to all but not all will accept it just as 
Christ died for all, and gained salvation for all, but not all will 

accept what has been gained for them. The merits of Christ on 

the Cross can be compared to a person creating a bank account 

for every person in the world. Each person has his or her own 

account with enough money to live. This account has been set 

up and the money has been deposited, all the person has to do 
is withdraw from our account. Christ has deposited the merit, 

the means of salvation. He has deposited this merit, this grace, 

and the means of salvation in the Church (the bank). All that is 

needed is that we make a withdrawal. Not only should we make 

the withdraw but we are called to do good with the merits that 
He has given us. At Mass we hear the words, “For this is the 

chalice of My Blood, of the new and eternal testament: the mys-

tery of faith: which shall be shed for you and for many unto the 

remission of sins.”[18] There will be some that will reject Christ 

and not have the remission of their sins. Christ died for all, but 

not all will accept. Many however will accept Christ and will have 
the remission of theirs sins. Let us be counted in that “many”.  It 

is through the Church that the “many” are gathered together. 

The Church is the Body of Christ and thus its members not only 

live for Christ, but actually live “through Him, and with Him, 

and in Him”[19] as is prayed in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
The unity of the Body of Christ is a sign of the victory over death 

and sin. “Just as division among men is a sign of sin, so their 

unification is a sign of God’s saving power and of his love for 

all.”[20] 

 

It is the duty of the Christian then to be a witness to Christ and 
to use his free will for good, for God. We must always pursue 

good and avoid evil. Saint Peter tells us, “Beloved, I urge you as 

aliens and sojourners to keep away from worldly desires that 
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The image of B shows the people only living for the current mo-

ment. The image portrays what we heard three weeks ago on the 

18th Sunday of Ordinary Time and in the Gospel Reading for the 
1st Sunday of Advent (Cycle A) when Jesus warns the disciples to 

be ready for the Day of Judgment, and not just eat, drink, and 

be merry.[9] Are we living for the now or for eternity? 

 

TV COMMERCIAL – “Live for Now” ad Pepsi – POP CULTURE 

CONNECTION – 1:05 
http://youtu.be/ckos-D9fKfc  

The brand and image that is trying to convey is just do whatever 

makes us feel good. It is important to live in the moment be-

cause God gives us only this moment, and then it is gone, how-

ever we should not live JUST for now, but for all eternity. 
 

In contrast to a life of sacrifice is a life of selfishness. We only 

live once. It is true that we only live once, but that one life is 

both temporal (on earth) and eternal (the after life). The life we 

live on earth, either narrow or broad will determine where we live 

for eternity.  
 

What is eternal life? “The term used by Christ to describe the 

state of endless happiness enjoyed by the just in heaven. It 

means not only everlasting duration but also fullness of life, 

which the believer possesses already here and now through par-
ticipation in the life of God.”[10] Man desires happiness, beati-

tude. Satan offers to man a temporal happiness, which does not 

last. In fact, the happiness Satan offers is an illusion which 

quick fades away. It would seem from the pictures that the peo-

ple at the table laughing and drinking wine are happy and that 

the older couple sitting in front of a bowl of bread are not happy, 
but is that true. The older couple could be quite happy, extreme-

ly content, while the people who appear to be happy on the out-

side might very well be miserable on the inside. Unlike pleasure, 

which is satisfying for the moment, but quickly fades, 

“happiness can be sustained beyond the activity producing the 
happiness.”[11] There are many activities that bring about pleas-

ure, but these activities do not sustain themselves. For example 

sports bring about pleasure, but a person as they get older may 

not be able to participate in the sport that brought pleasure. 

Sports, therefore, although they can bring about pleasure and 

even a temporary happiness do not have a lasting happiness. 
Drugs and alcohol bring about pleasure, but these activities do 

not sustain themselves, but in fact the more they are used they 
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can destroy life and happiness rather than sustain life and hap-

piness. 

 
ACTIVITY – The Narrow Path, The Wide Path 

Listen to the next three songs, what do they say about life. What 

do they say about the narrow path to heaven, the broad path to 

hell? 

 

MUSIC – “Afterlife” by Switchfoot – POP CULTURE CONNEC-
TION – 3:38 

http://youtu.be/j6z-H3_hgEU  

Eternal Life is here and now when we participate in the life of 

God. I'm ready now, I'm not waiting for the afterlife, I'm ready 

now, I'm ready now 
 

MUSIC – “YOLO” – POP CULTURE CONNECTION – 3:14 

http://youtu.be/z5Otla5157c  

What is this song saying about the “life” we live. The song is 

making fun of people that worry or obsess over physical dangers. 

In a sense it is saying “don’t worry, be happy” and if you worried 
about everything you wouldn’t be able to life. Although we 

should not “worry” or paranoid about every little thing we are 

called by Christ to be aware of the dangers to our soul. It is true 

that we should YOLO (You oughta look out).  

 
We are given the gift of counsel so that we are able to “look out” 

for the dangers to our salvation. “We receive the gift of Counsel 

to warn us of the deceits of the devil, and of the dangers to sal-

vation.”[12] Counsel not only warns us but gives us the strength 

to know what to do and say in difficult situations. The gift of 

counsel is “one of the special gifts of the Holy Spirit; it perfects 
the virtue of prudence. Its function is to enable a person to judge 

promptly and rightly, as by a sort of supernatural intuition, 

what should be done, especially in difficult situations. With the 

gift of counsel, the Holy Spirit speaks, as it were, to the heart 

and in an instant enlightens a person what to do. It responds to 
the promise made by Christ to his followers, ‘When they hand 

you over, do not worry about how to speak or what to say; what 

you are to say will be given to you when the time comes; because 

it is not you who will be speaking; the Spirit of your Father will 

be speaking in you’ (Matthew 10:19).”[13] 

 
MUSIC – "Faust, Midas, and Myself” by Switchfoot – POP 

CULTURE CONNECTION – 3:51 
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The Roads to Heaven and Hell – Lesson and Discussion 

“Depart from me, all you evildoers!” 

 
In 1896 there was a religious tract published called The Roads to 
Heaven and Hell by R.J. Stock, Cincinnati, Ohio. This tract was 

a reminder to the people at the time as well as to us that there 

are two ways. This lesson is Part 4 of 4 in which the tract will be 

explained in the light of today’s Gospel. 

 

Detailed pictures from the tract will be in this lesson. To see the 
tract in its entirety please go to the packet page and click on The 
Roads to Heaven and Hell link. 

 

 
 

From the beginning God has given free will. He did not force the 

angels to choose Him. In the same manner, God did not and will 

not force man to choose Him. To be forced to choose, is not a 
choice. Our choice however does have effect in our life and in the 

life of others. God gives us free will and presents to us the choic-

es. 

 

“I call heaven and earth today to witness against you: I have set 
before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. Choose 

life, then, that you and your descendants may live, by loving the 

Lord, your God, heeding his voice, and holding fast to him. For 

that will mean life for you, a long life for you to live on the land 

which the Lord swore he would give to your fathers Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob.”[15] 
 

Jesus is the promise that God made to Abraham, Isaac and Ja-

cob. For this reason Mary proclaims in her Magnificat, “…He has 

M. 

 

N. 
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(who is not divine) is Mary, Mother of God; again a woman. In 

the four pictures above we see how women can play a huge role 

in the salvation to everyone. Women can help bring about con-
version to men, and help become great Catholic husbands and 

fathers. Women have the amazing gift to bear and birth life! Both 

men and women have unique and powerful roles in leading oth-

ers to heaven. 

 

Why do so many continue to sin? 
Discussion Questions: Look at pictures K and L. Discuss 

what is happening in the pictures? Where are the people in 

picture K going? 

 

 
 

Pope Paul VI said that the greatest sin of the century is the loss 

of the sense of sin. Satan the father of lies will tell us sin is good. 

The world will tell us there is no such thing as sin. Our flesh 
and senses will tell us that as long as it feels good it must be 

okay. We can very easily ignore sin and even forget that it is a 

reality. The two couples (K) happily walk in sin and into more 

sin. The man on the bike (K) happily rides but is not looking 

where he is going. Sin is portrayed as a river, a current that 

takes us away from Jesus, away from good, it is shallow at first, 
but gets deeper, and eventually turns into a waterfall to hell 

from which the force is so strong one cannot turn back. Sin en-

slaves us and deceives us, we think we are freely choosing, that 

we are free, but in fact we are slaves and have become slaves 

through the misuse of our free will. 
 

 

K.  

 

L. 
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http://youtu.be/nnnQNHOFjaI  

We live one life and that life and the way it is lived affects others. 

God has given us a certain work to do in our life and if we do not 
do that work, no one else will. Bishop Joseph Delaney, the 2nd 

Bishop of Fort Worth use to say that when we are judged God 

will show us “voids” or holes in our life. These will be the time in 

which we failed to do the will of God. No one else can fill the 

void, the purpose which God has planned for us and we will only 

at judgment know the effects that the “voids” have on our soul 
and the soul of others. 

 

Leading others into Sin – Lesson and Discussion 

“will not be strong enough” 

 
In 1896 there was a religious tract published called The Roads to 
Heaven and Hell by R.J. Stock, Cincinnati, Ohio. This tract was 

a reminder to the people at the time as well as to us that there 

are two ways. This lesson is Part 3 of 4 in which the tract will be 

explained in the light of today’s Gospel. 

 

Detailed pictures from the tract will be in this lesson. To see the 
tract in its entirety please go to the packet page and click on The 
Roads to Heaven and Hell link. 

 

Discussion Questions: Look at pictures E-H. What do you see 

with the pictures? 

What is the main theme of all four pictures? 
 

The Christian life is a life of loving God and neighbor. The man 

and woman at table (A) love God by thanking Him, the mother 

and daughter (E and F) show love to their neighbor by sharing 

their food. There is a running theme in The Roads to Heaven and 
Hell that children learn from adults. The older set the example 

for the younger and are held responsible for teaching them the 
“narrow way” as this mother is doing for her daughter. 
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What is the effect that we have on others?  

What is the effect that our actions have especially on the 

young?  

 

In (E) a young girl is encouraged by her mother and father to 

give to a person in need and in (F) a mother and daughter give 
food to the poor. In (G) a young girl sees her father getting drunk 

and in (H) two children witness their father beating his wife, 

their mother.  

 

What effect do parents have upon their children? Children 
learn everything from their parents. Children are like sponges; 

they will absorb everything their parent’s do. Many times chil-

dren can be like parrots, echoing everything the parent’s say 

both good and bad. Parents have an enormous effect on their 

children. If parents are not willing to teach their children how to 

pray, and practice good virtues, how will the children know? 
Even worse, what if the parents teach their children only sin? 

Parents are responsible and will be held responsible for their 

own souls, but also the souls of their children. The young are 

appreciable and it is our duty to care for them and protect their 

souls, this is why Jesus warns us. “It would be better for him if 
a millstone were hung round his neck and he were cast into the 

sea, than that he should cause one of these little ones to 

sin.”[14] 

 

What effect do we have in the altering of another person’s 

path? 
Discussion Question: Look at pictures G – J. What is happen-

ing between the pictures?  

 

E. 

 

F. 

 

G. 

 

H. 
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There are two examples given in the tract dealing with conver-

sion. In the first (G) a young woman dress immodestly, at least 
to the standards of the late 1800’s, is leading a young man to 

temptation, the broad path to hell. In the second picture higher 

up (H) a woman is bring a man to the “light”, the narrow path. 

Both men have their foot on the wall, and it appears that the 

decision for each has been made, but not made alone; they had 

help. We, through our thoughts, actions, and deeds, help others 
make decision for or against Christ. It appears from the picture 

that the first choice (good to bad) is an easy decision the wall 

and ground are level, and the choice makes him go down both 

physically to a lower ground and spiritually to hell. The second 

picture (bad to good) shows that a person can convert even to-
wards the end; this is the mercy of God, but that it will be diffi-

cult. This man is going from low to high ground and the hill to 

conversion is steep.  

 

The stark reality of the affect one person can have upon another 

is seen in the two pictures of mothers. One mother (I) is taking 
the life of her child, while the other mother (J) is walking the 

good walk taking her three children with her, two hand in hand 

and a third she carries in her arm. These two pictures show us 

that sin in no joking matter, it is a matter of life and death. 

What sins of our time are matters of physical life or death? 
How can it happen that a woman can take the very life of 

her child? 

 

Women play a vital role in salvation. Many people will say that 

the Catholic Church does not like women or even worse that we 

hate women. This could not be further from the truth. First of 
all, the Church is the “Bride” and our “Mother”. She is female. 

The most honored and revered person in the Catholic Church 

G.  

 

H. 

 

I. 

 

J. 

 


