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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Power of One  

Lessons and Discussions 

 

Page 4 – Justice: Thanks and Praise   
“Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?” 
Page 6 – “One” Catholic Church  

“ten lepers met him” 
Page 9 – Purification  

“Go show yourselves to the priests.” 
Page 11 – The Remedy for Sin  
“Jesus, Master!”  Have pity on us!”  
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Entrance Antiphon – Roman Missal – Psalm 130, 3-4 

Should be chanted three times so that the time of prayer, study 
and discussion can be made sacred. 

Alternate options: 

Christ Is the World's Light 

I Sing the Mighty Power of God 
Give Thanks 

Forever Grateful 

Alive in You (Remnant) 

 

Collect – Roman Missal 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 

May your grace, O Lord, we pray, 

at all times go before us and follow after 
and make us always determined 

to carry out good works. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 
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Let us pray.  O almighty and everlasting God, who, by the co-

operation of the Holy Ghost, didst prepare the body and soul of 

Mary, glorious Virgin and Mother, to become the worthy habita-
tion of Thy Son: grant that we may be delivered from present 

evils, and from everlasting death, by her gracious intercession, 

in whose commemoration we rejoice.  Through the same Christ 

our Lord, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the uni-

ty of the Holy Ghost, God, world without end.  Amen. 

 
English Translation 

 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and 

our hope.  To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to 

thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this val-
ley of tears.  Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of 

mercy towards us; and after this our exile, show unto us the 

blessed fruit of they womb, Jesus.  O clement, O loving, O sweet 

Virgin Mary. 

 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

 

Let us pray.  O almighty and everlasting God, who, by the co-

operation of the Holy Ghost, didst prepare the body and soul of 

Mary, glorious Virgin and Mother, to become the worthy habita-
tion of Thy Son: grant that we may be delivered from present 

evils, and from everlasting death, by her gracious intercession, 

in whose commemoration we rejoice.  Through the same Christ 

our Lord, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the uni-

ty of the Holy Ghost, God, world without end.  Amen. 

“The End” Notes 

[1] The Order of the Mass I 
[2] Fr. John Hardon, S.J.; Modern Catholic Dictionary; page 301 
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[5] Abbot Gueranger, OSB; The Liturgical Year; Book 11, page 318 
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[7] Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.C.D; Divine Intimacy, page 838 
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[9] Abbot Gueranger, OSB; The Liturgical Year; Book 11, page 318 
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[11] Ephesians 2:8 
[12] 1 Timothy 2:4 
[13] Abbot Gueranger, OSB; The Liturgical Year; Book 11, page 318 

[14] Abbot Gueranger, OSB; The Liturgical Year; Book 11, page 319, 320 

[15] Quote form Pope John Paul II 
[16] CCC - 816 
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Gospel Reading – Luke 17:11-19 – Roman Missal 

 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
- Glory to you O Lord 
 

As Jesus continued his journey to Jerusalem, he traveled 

through Samaria and Galilee.  As he was entering a village, ten 

lepers met him.  They stood at a distance from him and raised 

their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master!”  Have pity on us!”  And 
when he saw them, he said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.”  

As they were going they were cleansed.  And one of them, realiz-

ing he had been healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; 

and he fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.  He was a Sa-

maritan.  Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, were they not?  
Where are the other nine?  Has none but this foreigner returned 

to give thanks to God?”  Then he said to him, “Stand up and go; 

your faith has saved you.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

- Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Spiritual Reading 

 

From Saint Augustine 

 
O Lord, physician of my soul, heal me, that I may acknowledge 

Your gifts, O health of my soul, and thank You with all my heart 

for the favors You have showered upon me since my youth, and 

will continue to shower upon me unto old age.  In Your good-

ness, do not abandon me, I beseech You.  You made me when I 

did not exist; You willed to redeem me when I was perishing and 
was dead.  You came down to him who was dead; You put on 

mortality; a King, You came to the servant to redeem him and 

gave Yourself that he might live; You endured death and con-

quered it, and humbling Yourself, You restored me. 

 
Responsory – Divine Office – Sunday Prime 

 

Christ, Son of the living God, Have mercy on us. 

- Christ, Son of the living God, Have mercy on us. 

 

Who sits at the Father’s right hand 
- Have mercy on us. 
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Glory be to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

- Christ, Son of the living God, Have mercy on us. 

 
Arise, O Christ, and help us. 

- And deliver us for Thy name’s sake 

 

Justice: Thanks and Praise - Lesson and Discussion 

“Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?” 

 
At the beginning of the Eucharistic Prayer, the priest, with 

hands extended, says, “Let us give thanks to the Lord our God” 

The people respond, “It is right and just.”[1]  Justice is the con-

stant and permanent determination to give everyone his or her 

rightful due.[2]  “Justice leads us to render to each one what is 
his due.  But when it is a question of justice to God, we can nev-

er succeed in giving Him all that we owe Him, in making Him a 

suitable return for all His gifts, in paying Him the worship and 

homage which are due His infinite Majesty.  We can fulfill our 

obligations to other according to justice, but we cannot do so 

with regard to God.  However much man does, it will always be 
far less than what justice demands.”[3]  God is due the praise 

and thanks of His creation.  In the Gospel, it is only one of the 

ten that return to give Jesus thanks and praise.  In the story of 

the ten lepers, one is a Gentile and the other nine are Jews.  It is 

only the Gentile that returns back to Jesus and gives Jesus the 
thanks and praise that He is due.   

 

What prevents the nine lepers from thanking and praising 

Jesus?  What prevents us from thanking and praising Jesus?  

The nine Jews did not recognize Jesus.  They did not realize 

what was right before them.  “Jesus, to their minds, is a mere 
disciple of Moses, a bare instrument of favors, holding His com-

mission from Sinai, and as soon as they have gone through the 

legal formality of their purification they take it that all their obli-

gations to God are paid.  We can often treat Jesus and His 

Church as an instrument of favors.  Do we, for example, thank 
Christ for the many graces we receive in the Sacraments, He 

instituted and has entrusted to the Church?  We can some-

times get wrapped up in the routine of our obligation and fulfill 

the obligation without thanks and praise.  We can also, some-

times, feel privileged that we have a right, which perhaps we de-

serve.  We should be reminded constantly of the words that we 
pray prior to receiving our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, “Lord, 

I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only 

say the word and my soul shall be healed.”[4]  We ask Jesus, as 
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But the LORD'S kindness is forever, toward the faithful from age 

to age.  

He favors the children's children of those who keep his covenant,  
who take care to fulfill its precepts.  

The LORD'S throne is established in heaven; God's royal power 

rules over all.  

 

Bless the LORD, all you angels, mighty in strength and atten-

tive, obedient to every command.  
Bless the LORD, all you hosts, ministers who do God's will.  

Bless the LORD, all creatures, everywhere in God's domain.  

Bless the LORD, my soul!  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

Marian Antiphon 

 

 
 

V. Ora pro nobis, sancta Dei Genitrix. 

R. Ut digni efficiamur promissionibus Christi 
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the Sacrament of Confession to once again show Him that 

we are thankful and trust Him? 

 
Profession of Faith or Popular Devotion – Prayer of Thanks-

giving (Psalm 103) 

 

This psalm is a magnificent song of praise, probably a song of 
thanks for deliverance from exile.  But the psalmist ranges far be-
yond this simple theme and thanks God for all His mercies and 
favors to the chosen people.[36]  In a group this Psalm can be 
prayed in choirs with the choirs alternating stanzas. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 
 

Bless the LORD, my soul; all my being, bless his holy name!  

Bless the LORD, my soul; do not forget all the gifts of God,  

Who pardons all your sins, heals all your ills,  

Delivers your life from the pit, surrounds you with love and com-

passion,  
 

Fills your days with good things; your youth is renewed like the 

eagle's.  

The LORD does righteous deeds, brings justice to all the op-

pressed.  
His ways were revealed to Moses, mighty deeds to the people of 

Israel.  

Merciful and gracious is the LORD, slow to anger, abounding in 

kindness.  

 

God does not always rebuke, nurses no lasting anger,  
Has not dealt with us as our sins merit, nor requited us as our 

deeds deserve.  

As the heavens tower over the earth, so God's love towers over 

the faithful.  

As far as the east is from the west, so far have our sins been re-
moved from us.  

 

As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has 

compassion on the faithful.  

For he knows how we are formed, remembers that we are dust.  

Our days are like the grass; like flowers of the field we blossom.  
The wind sweeps over us and we are gone; our place knows us 

no more.  
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the lepers did to “have pity on us”.  When we ask this, are we 

just asking for favors, or are we asking that our hearts might be 

filled with gratitude enabling us to accept whatever Jesus gives 
and to thank and praise Him regardless of whether we receive a 

favor or not? 

 

What was it that enabled the one leper, the Gentile to return 

and thank and praise Jesus?  “The Samaritan, the despised 

Gentile, whose sufferings have given him that humility which 
makes the sinner clear-sighted, is the only one who recognizes 

God by His divine works, and gives Him thanks for His fa-

vors.”[5]  Give some examples of how humiliation and suffer-

ing can bring a person to recognize Jesus.  Why is it that 

humility and suffering, even being the one whom is des-
pised, helps us recognize Jesus?  Could it be that we recognize 

those who are like us?  Jesus was humbled.  At the Mass the 

priest prays, “By the mystery of this water and wine may we 

come to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to 

share in our humanity?”[6]  Jesus suffered through His passion 

and death.  Jesus was despised.  More often we recognize Christ 
crucified, more than Christ resurrected because we have not yet 

been resurrected, but we often, in life, are humiliated, suffer and 

despised.  “One of the fruits of today’s Gospel is that of awaken-

ing in us a great horror of sin, of arousing again in our souls a 

lively and efficacious repentance for the sins we have committed 
and a feeling of profound humility upon recognizing our mis-

ery.”[7] 

 

“Jesus is the God whom we can approach without pride and be-

fore whom we can humble ourselves without despair.”[8]  All can 

say with their mouth, “Take pity on me,” but only the humble 
can say this with their heart.  Jesus did not turn away any of 

the lepers, not due to their race, not due to their disease.  Jesus 

truly is the God whom all can approach.  We approach, we re-

ceive, but do we come back?   

 
Why is it that people would not come back to Jesus? 

 

When is a time when you would have liked to say thank you 

to someone but did not have the chance or did not take the 

time? 

 
ACTIVITY – Thank You Rosary 

Use the rosary, and move from bead to bead saying one thing 

you are thankful for on each bead.  We can thank God from our 
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hearts, as Saint Augustine does in the Spiritual Reading, for 

whatever comes to mind.  This act of gratitude is pleasing to 

God. 
 

How do you feel when you do something for someone and 

they do not thank you?  Many times we become discouraged 

when we are not thanked, not praised for the work that we do.  

We can become accustomed to basing the success of our work, 

or even our life, on the feedback we get from others.  We have to 
remember that Jesus, the Son of God, who was sinless and per-

fect only had one person out of ten, come back to thank Him.  If 

we judged Jesus on statistics, He was not very successful.  His 

success rate in the miracle of the Gospel today is only 10%.  His 

success rate of loyalty from his 12 closest friends is even lower, 
only 1 of the 12, Saint John, followed Him all the way to the 

Cross.  This is only 8%.  We cannot become discouraged with 

numbers, and we also cannot expect that everyone that we have 

an impact on will come back with great gratitude and thank us.  

We can almost become prideful in that we expect those we have 

helped to come back and thank us.  This pride manifests itself 
when we become hurt or even hold a grudge when we are not 

shown gratitude.  We will never know the thanks that people 

hold in their hearts, whether it is silent or expressed, it is very 

often this not knowing that keeps us humble.   

 
“One” Catholic Church - Lesson and Discussion 

“ten lepers met him” 
 

Ten lepers met him.  Ten is a number of completion of whole-

ness, but yet the lepers are not “one”.  They are divided.  Nine 

are Jews.  One is a Gentile.  Not only are they not united in reli-
gion, but they also are not united in faith.  The nine Jews hold 

fast to their “name” and the fact they are children of Abraham, 

but it is the one lone Gentile that through faith is a true child of 

Abraham.  “ ‘All are not Israelites, that are of Israel; neither are 

all they who are the seed of Abraham, children; ‘but’, says the 
Scripture [Gen. 21:12] ‘in Isaac shall thy seed be called’; that is 

to say, not they who are the children of the promise are counted 

for the seed;’ [Rom. 9:6-8] they are born of the faith of Abraham, 

and are, in the eyes of the Lord, His true progeny.”[9] 

 

Are there Catholics that are “in name only” but truly are not 
believing or living the Catholic faith?  Yes. This was a danger 

for the Israelites and it is for Catholics and any community of 

believers. There are many that were Israelites but in heart were 
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The two characters are playing a game of chess when the 

masked man says, “your soul is in your keeping alone...when 

you stand before God you cannot say: but I was told by others to 
do thus, or that virtue was not convenient at the time; this will 

not suffice. Remember that.” 

 

King Baldwin IV, a Catholic and King of Jerusalem, was king 

from 1174 to 1185.  He was a leper.  Baldwin knew because of 

his leprosy, he would not live long.  He also had to cover himself 
at all times, to cover up the sores of the disease.  If others saw 

the sores, they would not want to get close, they also would see 

how weak he was and would perhaps lose respect for the king. 

 

How does sin (spiritual leprosy) affect us in the same way as 
physical leprosy?  How do we sometimes deal with sin, the 

way that physical leprosy is dealt with?  

 

What are the stages are the steps to get rid of sin?  What is 

the remedy or the cure?[34] 

 
Sincere humility – Recognize the misery of sin.  Recognize that 

we are sinners and susceptible to sin.  What are some reasons 

why we lose humility and begin to think that sin is com-

monplace and normal?   

 
Confident Recourse to God – Do we turn to God for for-

giveness, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation?  Is 

this Sacrament of healing and grace a part of our life?   

 

Have faith in the words and works of God’s ministers – God, the 

Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of His 
Son has reconciled the world to Himself and sent the Holy Spirit 

among us for the forgiveness of sins; Through the ministry of the 

Church may God give you pardon and peace, and I absolve you 

from your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.[35]  Do we believe these words, that all our 
sins are absolved, completely gone through Confession?  Sa-

tan would like for us to walk away from the Confessional still 

with shame and in doubt of God’s forgiveness, but we can rest 

assured that the power to forgive sins that Christ gave to His 

apostles is real. 

 
Return to our Lord and thank Him with gratitude – Are we 

thankful for such a gift, God’s mercy and forgiveness, do we 

return to Him in prayer, in Mass?  Do we return to Him in 
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Why does Jesus use the priesthood if He can do everything 

Himself?  This is consistent with salvation history; God has al-

ways revealed Himself through man.  Jesus allows us to work 
with Him, to be co-workers.  He gives us a vocation, a call to 

work with Him for the salvation of souls; this special vocation of 

Holy Orders, the priesthood, continues His priestly sacramental 

ministry.  Jesus knows that we are physical people and need 

tangible signs.  A sacrament is an outward sign of an inner 

grace, instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, by 
which divine life is dispensed to us through the work of the Holy 

Spirit.[30]  Jesus sends us to the priests for the Sacraments! 

 

How many Sacraments do we need a priest or deacon for?  

How many Sacraments would we be able to receive without 
the priesthood?  If there were no priesthood, we would not have 

Holy Orders; we would not have Reconciliation, the Eucharist or 

Anointing of the sick.  We would not have Confirmation, which is 

performed by a Bishop.  In an emergency, lay people may bap-

tize.  For a sacramental marriage, a priest or deacon must wit-

ness on behalf of the Church.  Five of the seven Sacraments are 
gone without the priesthood, and the other two are diminished.  

The basic point is that any community that does not have the 

priesthood will soon not have the Sacraments.  

 

See Also Link to Liturgy Lessons: 
Holy Orders 

The Priesthood Part I & Part II 

 

The Remedy for Sin - Lesson and Discussion 

“‘Jesus, Master!’  Have pity on us!” 
     
Jesus said, “They that are whole, need not the physician, but 

they that are sick.”[31]  We can fear healing and so cling to our 

sickness and avoid the remedy.  “It is surely a desperately sick 

person who scorns doctors and remedies and clings to his infir-

mities.”[32]  “From ancient times leprosy has been considered 
the most fitting figure to represent the hideousness of sin, and 

indeed it would be difficult to picture anything more horrible and 

repulsive.  Yet, while everybody has such a great dread of lepro-

sy of the body, how indifferent and easy-going even Christians 

are in regard to leprosy of the soul.”[33]  

 
MOVIE – “Kingdom of Heaven” – POP CULTURE CONNEC-

TION – 1:40 

http://youtu.be/sWPKGlIpgro  
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not of Israel.  There are many that were in the line of Abraham 

but did not live as a child of Abraham in faith.  It seems to be 

human nature that a person finds security in the “group” they 
belong to and believe just being a part of the group is enough.  

This was not enough for the people of Israel, for the children of 

Abraham, and neither is it enough for us.  

 

What Groups do we hang on to in life?  

 
Give examples of how we live our Catholic faith only in a 

“bodily manner”.  Give examples of how we live our faith “in 

his heart”.  The Council of Vatican II is very clear about the fact 

that we cannot be Catholic only in a “bodily manner”.  “He is not 

saved, however, who, though part of the body of the Church, 
does not persevere in charity. He remains indeed in the bosom of 

the Church, but, as it were, only in a "bodily" manner and not 

"in his heart."  All the Church's children should remember their 

exalted status is to be attributed not to their own merits but to 

the special grace of Christ. If they fail moreover to respond to 

that grace in thought, word and deed, not only shall they not be 
saved but they will be the more severely judged.”[10]  In the Gos-

pel, it was the nine Jews that were more severely judged than 

the one Gentile.  The Jews had the “exalted status”, they were 

the chosen ones, yet it was the exalted that did not return, and 

the foreigner returned and was told it was his faith that saved 
him. 

 

Why is it so easy to take our faith and our “exalted status” 

for granted? 

 

There are two groups, the Jews and the Gentiles.  Of the ten 
leapers, nine are Jews and one is a Gentile.  It is the Gentile that 

comes back to thank Jesus.  Through the mercy of God, there is 

no longer one race, one people, which have access to salvation. 

Through the mercy of God, all people “born of the faith of Abra-

ham” are called children of God. Jesus declares the fact that yes, 
this one man is a Gentile by calling him a foreigner; it is not the 

fact that the man is a Jew or a Gentile that he is saved.  Jesus 

says, it is his “faith” that saved him. It is through “faith” that 

this Gentile is “born of the faith of Abraham” and thus, a child of 

God.  It is clear that access to salvation is through faith. Alt-

hough salvation is through faith, the Grace of God goes before 
our faith. As Saint Paul says, “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith, and this is not from you; it is the gift of God”[11] 

Faith is our free and firm response to God’s free gift – Grace.      
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Where do we find this “faith of Abraham” that brings salva-

tion?  Isn’t the “faith of Abraham” the Jewish faith?  God 
“wills everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth”[12]  “Our holy mother the Church is never tired of this 

subject, the comparison of the two Testaments, and the contrast 

there is between the two peoples.”[13]   We cannot just look at 

part of the picture, not just the Old Testament, not just the new; 

we have to see the full picture, the full history of Salvation and 
God’s plan.  If God’s plan would have only included Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and extended only to the Jews, then 

there would be only salvation for the Jews.  Jesus was a Jew 

and Jesus is not only part of Salvation History, He is the center 

of the story.  Everything before Him, points to Him and every-
thing after Him, points back, as a reminder of Him and a contin-

uation of His life.  “He [God] manifested the great mystery of god-

liness in the flesh (1 Tim. 3:16); the Word became a living soul 

(Gen 2:7); eternal Truth assumed to Himself a Body, that so He 

might converse with men (Baruch 3:38) and grow up like on of 

themselves (Luke 2:52).  And when that Body, which eternal 
Truth was to hold as His own for every, was taken up in glory (1 

Tim 3:16), the Church, the bride of the Man-God, continued in 

the world this manifestation of God, by the members of Christ; 

she continued that historical development of the Word, which is 

only to cease when time is no more.”[14]   
 

Salvation History begins with the Eternal Word. The Eternal 

Word is present in creating the world and mankind, is spoken 

through the prophets, becomes flesh in the person of Jesus and 

continues to be manifested through the Body of Christ the 

Church.  This Body is neither Jew nor Gentile but, instead, is 
called “ONE”.  “One,” is one of the four marks of the Church 

which we profess during the Profession of Faith, the Creed at 

Mass “And one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.”  The one-

ness of the Church is the fulfillment of God’s plan in salvation 

history to bring all to the knowledge of truth.  We come from 
Jewish roots.  We cannot deny our roots or our history, but we 

also cannot deny the growth of the tree as well as the fruit of the 

tree.  The faith has grown from Jewish roots into the “fullness” 

of the Catholic Faith and the full fruits of the New Covenant.  

“Many give the impression of living without spiritual roots and 

somewhat like heirs who have squandered a patrimony entrust-
ed to them by history.’”[15] 
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fied from his leprosy.  When he has thus purified him, he shall 

let the living bird fly away over the countryside. 

 
What are the connections between the Old Testament purifi-

cation rite and the communion rite of Mass in which the Ho-

ly Sacrifice of Christ is re-presented?  There are two ways to 

look at the Rite of Purification. We can see, Jesus as the leper, 

or see our self us as the leper in need of purification and Jesus 

as the lonely bird slain for our purification.  Jesus is the leper, 
who “bore our sins in his body”[27].  He was brought before the 

high priest during His passion and forced to carry our sins, the 

cross, outside the city to be condemned.  It has been a constant 

teaching of the Church that Christ’s presence resides in the 

poor.  We have seen this in the work of Blessed Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta who saw Christ daily in the poorest of the poor whom 

she worked with.  In the leper, she saw Christ.  Saint Francis 

was afraid of lepers, and it was Jesus Himself, who appeared to 

Saint Francis as a leper to not only put Francis to the test but, 

also, to give him the grace necessary to conquer fear.  “One day 

while riding through the countryside, Francis, the man who 
loved beauty, who was so picky about food, who hated deformity, 

came face to face with a leper. Repelled by the appearance and 

the smell of the leper, Francis nevertheless jumped down from 

his horse and kissed the hand of the leper. When his kiss of 

peace was returned, Francis was filled with joy. As he rode off, 
he turned around for a last wave, and saw that the leper had 

disappeared. He always looked upon it as a test from God...that 

he had passed.”[28]    

 

We can also read the purification rite and see that we are the 

leper who is healed, but still in need of purification.  We are or-
dered to get two birds and cedar wood (pick up your cross).  We 

are to slay one of the birds over an earthen vessel with spring 

water.  The bird that is slayed is Jesus.  The spring water is Je-

sus the “living water”, this “living water” is contained within hu-

manity, which is the earthen vessel.  The Word become Flesh, 
the divine living water is carried in the humanity of an earthen 

vessel.  We are also the living bird that is dipped in the blood of 

Jesus, and, we are set free to fly away over the countryside. 

 

Just as Jesus sent the ten lepers to the priest, “Jesus acts in the 

same way with us; it is always He who heals us, but He usually 
wills to do so through the mediation of the priest.”[29] 
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Why doesn’t Jesus heal the lepers right away?  Why does he 

send them on their way and then have them healed while on 

the way to visit the priest?  Jesus does not heal the lepers 
right away; instead, he shows respect to the Law and the Priest-

hood of Aaron and tells the lepers to “go show yourselves to the 

priests”.  “The Law gave to the sons of Aaron the power, not of 

curing, but of discerning leprosy, and passing judgment on its 

being cured or not. (Matthew 8:3)”[24] Jesus has come to insti-

tute a new priesthood, “a priesthood, whose judgments are not 
to concern the state of the body, but, by pronouncing the sen-

tence of absolution, are to effectually remove the leprosy of 

souls.”[25]  Maybe it was the foreigner, the one not familiar with 

the Law, who realized the power of Jesus, the New and High 

Priest was greater than the priests of old.  Maybe the nine Jews, 
that were healed, did not realize or understand a new, more 

powerful, priesthood was being initiated and this new priesthood 

fulfilled the old. 

 

What is the connection between the purification rite in the 

Old Testament and life of Christ? We take a look at the Purifi-
cation Rite of Leprosy in Leviticus 14:1-7. The content in the pa-

rentheses is the connection between Christ or other parts of the 

Bible and this scripture verse: 

  

The leper should be brought to the priest (Jesus was brought 
before the high priest during His passion ), who is to “go outside 

the camp to examine him” (Jesus was taken outside the camp, 
outside the gates to be crucified (examined and judged)) If the 

priest finds that the sore of leprosy has healed in the leper, he 

shall order the man who is to be purified, to get two live, clean 

birds (In their poverty the holy couple, Mary and Joseph have only 
two turtledoves or pigeons (Luke 2:24), two offer when they pre-
sent Jesus to the temple, it is at this presentation that Our Lady is 
told of the great sufferings that she and her son will endure.), as 

well as some cedar wood (The wood of the Holy Cross ), scarlet 

yarn, and hyssop.  The priest shall then order him [the leper, the 

sinner who was healed] to slay one of the birds (Psalm 102:8; I 
lie awake and moan, like a lone sparrow on the roof  ) over an 

earthen vessel (The humanity of Christ, the Word made flesh (2 
Corinthians 4:7)) with spring water (John 4:14, the water had to 
be living water from a spring ) Taking the living bird [us] with the 

cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, the priest shall dip 
them all in the blood[26] of the bird that was slain over the 

spring water, and then sprinkle seven times the man to be puri-
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Is there only one Church, one Body of Christ?  Yes.  Christ 

cannot have two bodies, just as you and I cannot have two bod-

ies.  There is one Body, Christ is the head and the members of 
the Church are the body.  “The sole Church of Christ [is that] 

which our Savior, after his Resurrection, entrusted to Peter’s 

pastoral care, commissioning him and the other apostles to ex-

tend and rule it…. This Church, constituted and organized as a 

society in the present world, subsists in (subsistit in) the Catho-

lic Church, which is governed by the successor of Peter and by 
the bishops in communion with him.”[16]  “The Second Vatican 

Council’s Decree on Ecumenism explains: “For it is through 

Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help to-

ward salvation, that the fullness of the means of salvation can 

be obtained.  It was to the apostolic college alone, of which Peter 

is the head, that we believe that our Lord entrusted all the bless-
ings of the New Covenant, in order to establish on earth the one 

Body of Christ into which all those should be fully incorporated 

who belong in any way to the People of God.”[17]  The world 

“alone” is essential.  The Catholic Church alone is the help to-

ward salvation.  The Catholic Church alone has the fullness of 
means in which salvation can be obtained.  The Catholic Church 

alone was entrusted with the blessing of the New Covenant. 

 

See also the Mountain Chart on the Packet Page 

The chart explains how any help toward salvation or means of 
salvation flows from Christ and His Church 

 

[See also Link to Liturgy Lesson - Fullness of Truth [Part II] ]   

 

What is Ecumenism? Ecumenism is the evangelization of non-

Catholic Christians.  How are we to evangelize, reach-out and 
interact with non-Christian Catholics?  What truths must we 

as Catholic hold to? There are three main principles of ecu-

menism: 1. Christ established his Church on the Apostles and 

their episcopal successors, whose visible head and principle of 

unity became Peter and his successor the Bishop of Rome; 2. 

Since the first century there have been divisions in Christianity, 
but many persons now separated from the visible unity with the 

successors of the Apostles under Peter are nevertheless Chris-

tians who possess more or less of the fullness of grace available 

in the Roman Catholic Church; 3.  Catholics are to do everything 

possible to foster the ecumenical movement, which compre-
hends all “the initiatives and activities, planned and undertaken 

to promote Christian unity, according to the Church’s various 

needs and as opportunities offer” (Decree on Ecumenism, I, 4).
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[18] 

 

People of God – A biblical term popularized by the Second Vati-
can Council to describe the members of the Church.  The ex-

pression brings out the fact that those who belong to the Church 

form a visible society that they are distinctive, specially chosen 

by God, and composed of all baptized believers in Christ 

throughout the world.  Their degree of membership depends on 

their degree of faith, obedience to the Church’s precepts, and 
sanctity or union with God.[19] 

 

Should all the People of God (Christians), belong to the Cath-

olic Church?  Yes, of course. That is the Goal.  Baptized believ-

ers should be fully incorporated into the Catholic Church, the 
Body of Christ.  There should be no partiality.  Why would we 

want anyone to have part, when they can have all?  Our separa-

tion as Christians is a mockery to the unity of the Trinity and a 

scandal to the unbaptized, non-Christians.  

 

Where does real unity come from?  What are the bonds of 
Unity?  Above all, charity “binds everything together in perfect 

harmony.”  But visible bonds of communion also assure the uni-

ty of the Pilgrim Church: 1. Profession of one faith received from 

the Apostles;  2. Common celebration of divine worship, espe-

cially of the sacraments;  3. Apostolic succession through the 
sacrament of Holy Orders, maintaining the fraternal concord of 

God’s family.[20]  This is not a new teaching.  During the rise of 

Protestantism in the sixteenth century Saint Robert Belarmine 

said, “The one and true Church is the assembly of men, bound 

together by the profession of the same Christian faith, and by 

the communion of the same sacraments, under the rule of legiti-
mate pastors, and in particular of the one Vicar of Christ on 

earth, the Roman Pontiff.”[21] 

 

The perfect harmony of which the Catechism speaks of can only 

come from the Holy Spirit which Christ said He would send to 
guide and protect the Church.  The Holy Spirit would bear wit-

ness of Christ.[22]  Saint Benedicta of the Cross, in her Novena 

to the Holy Spirit describes the harmony of the Holy Spirit and 

its effect on the Body of Christ the Church.  “Are you the sweet 

song of love, And of holy awe, That eternally resounds around 

the triune throne, That weds in itself the clear chimes of each 
and every being? The harmony, That joins together the members 

to the Head, In which each one, Finds the mysterious meaning 
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of his being blessed, And joyously surges forth, Freely dissolved 

in your surging: Holy Spirit eternal jubilation!”  

 
MOVIE – “The Power of One” – POP CULTURE CONNECTION 

– 6:25 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dF5o22RjMoY  

In this clip the boy, through music unite several divided tribes.  

It is through “oneness” that perfect harmony is found. 

 
MUSIC – VIDEO “Viva la Vida” – POP CULTURE CONNECTION 

– 4:34 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FFmDx2mlh0  

Every music part must be in sync and work together for a per-

fect harmony for “oneness” 
 

Are all Churches the same? No, Absolutely not. There is only 

one Church, the Catholic Church.  Christians, those who are 

baptized, which Vatican II called “the People of God” are a part of 

the Church, but only partially based on their profession of faith, 

celebration of liturgy, reception of the sacraments, and fraternity 
through apostolic succession in Holy Orders.  So what do we 

call other Christian Churches?  They are a community of be-

lievers, but not a Church.  We call the Catholic Church, holy 

mother Church.  There cannot be two mothers.  There is one 

mother and her children are united to her by their faithfulness 
and participation in her life. 

 

Purification - Lesson and Discussion 

“Go show yourselves to the priests.” 
 

Today’s Gospel is an example of one of many readings in which 
the New Testament, does not diminish the Old Testament, but 

rather fulfills and brings the Old to completion and perfection.  

Jesus is ushering in a new priesthood, which is far greater than 

the old.  The priesthood Jesus is founding was hidden in the 

priesthood of Aaron.  “God, the inspirer and author of both Tes-
taments, wisely arranged that the New Testament be hidden in 

the Old and the Old be made manifest in the New.  For though 

Christ established the new covenant in His blood (see Luke 

22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25), still the books of the Old Testament with 

all their parts, caught up into the proclamation of the Gospel, 

acquire and show forth their full meaning in the New Testament 
(see Matt. 5:17; Luke 24:27; Rom. 16:25-26; 2 Cor. 14:16) and, 

in turn, shed light on it and explain it.[23]   

 


