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Entrance Antiphon – Roman Missal – Est. 13:9, 10-11 

Should be chanted three times so that the time of prayer, study 
and discussion can be made sacred.  The chant leader could 
chant the first time and then all can join the second and third.  
Another song can be substituted, but should have the same 
theme; this should not be the norm.  

Alternate options: 

I Sing the Mighty Power of God 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow 
God of all creation 

More than enough 

Awesome God 

 

Collect – Roman Missal 

 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 
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Almighty ever-living God, who in the abundance of your kind-

ness surpass the merits and desires of those who entreat you, 

pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads 
and to give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

 

 

Gospel Reading – Luke 17:5-10 – Daily Roman Missal 

 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

- Glory to you O Lord 
 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”  The Lord re-

plied, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would 

say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ 
and it would obey you.” 

 

“Who among you would say to your servant who has just come 

in from plowing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here imme-

diately and take your place at table’?  Would he not rather say to 
him, ‘Prepare something for me to eat?  Put on your apron and 

wait on me while I eat and drink.   You may eat and drink when 

I am finished’?  Is he grateful to that servant because he did 

what was commanded?  So should it be with you.  When you 

have done all you have been commanded, say, ‘We are unprofita-

ble servants; we have done what we were obligated to do.’” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

- Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Spiritual Reading 
From Saint Gregory the Great; Pope 

 

The entire mass of a tree that is going to be born lies hidden 

within one grain of very small seed.  Let us place before our eyes 

the marvelous size of some tree; let us ponder whence it started 

to grow into so great a mass: surely we shall find that its begin-
ning was a very small seed.  Let us now consider how the 

strength of the wood, the roughness of the bark, the amount of 

taste and smell, the abundance of fruits and the greenness of 
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the leaves lie hidden in that small grain of seed.  When we touch 

the grain of seed, it is not strong; where does the hardness of its 

wood come from?  It is not rough: where has the roughness of 
the bark arisen?  It has no taste: when has the taste of the fruit 

come from?  It gives forth no odor: whence does the odor of the 

fruit arise?  It gives no indication of being green: what does the 

greenness of the leaves come out of?  All these things lie hidden 

together in the seed, but they don’t all emerge at once.  A root is 

produced from the seed, a shoot from the root, fruit from the 
shoot; and a seed is produced in the fruit.  Let us say, then, that 

the seed lies hidden within the seed.[1]   

 

Responsory – Divine Office 

 
Christ, Son of the living God, Have mercy on us. 

- Christ, Son of the living God, Have mercy on us. 

 

Who sits at the Father’s right hand 

- Have mercy on us. 

 
Glory be to the Father, to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

- Christ, Son of the living God, Have mercy on us. 

 

Arise, O Christ, and help us. 

- And deliver us for Thy name’s sake 
 

Once Saved Always Saved? - Lesson and Discussion 

Can we lose salvation? 

 

How would you answer the question, “Are you saved?”  “The 

Catholic should reply: ‘As the Bible says, I am already saved 
(Rom. 8:24; Eph. 2:5-8), but I’m also being saved (1 Cor. 1:8; 2 

Cor. 2:15; Phil. 2:12) and I have the hope that I will be saved 

(Rom. 5:9-10; 1 Cor. 3:12-15).  Like the apostle Paul, I am work-

ing out my salvation in fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12), with 

hopeful confidence in the promises of Christ (Rom. 5:2; 2 Tim. 
2:11-13)”[2]  Read Ephesians 2:8-10.  It says that we are saved 

by GRACE, through FAITH, acted or lived out in GOOD WORKS.  

Saved by Grace, through Faith, acted out in Works, all three are 

needed.  God’s grace, His invitation, His call is primary.  Our 

response, which is faith is secondary, the fruit of grace and faith 

are the good works evident in our life. 
 

Can we lose salvation?  Yes!  Faith is an entirely free gift that 

God makes to man.  We can lose this priceless gift, as St. Paul 
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V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Let us pray.  O almighty and everlasting God, who, by the co-

operation of the Holy Ghost, didst prepare the body and soul of 

Mary, glorious Virgin and Mother, to become the worthy habita-

tion of Thy Son: grant that we may be delivered from present 

evils, and from everlasting death, by her gracious intercession, 
in whose commemoration we rejoice.  Through the same Christ 

our Lord, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the uni-

ty of the Holy Ghost, God, world without end.  Amen. 

“The End” Notes 

[1] Magnificat, Vol. 12, No. 8 – From Forty Gospel Homilies 
[2] The Essential Catholic Survival Guide; Catholic Answers; page 242 

[3] CCC - 162 
[4] The Essential Catholic Survival Guide; Catholic Answers; page 238 
[5] Second Vatican Council, Gaudium et spes, 43 

[6] Common of Prime, Officium Divinum (Divine Office) 
[7] The Essential Catholic Survival Guide; Catholic Answers; page 362 
[8] The Essential Catholic Survival Guide; Catholic Answers; page 363 

[9] Matthew 24:13 

[10] Sunday Sext (Noon Prayer); Officium Divinum (Divine Office), page 31 
[11] Opening Prayer in this Link to Liturgy packet 
[12] Magnificat, Vol. 12, No. 8 
[13] Saint Louis De Montfort, The Perfect Practice of True Devotion to Mary, sec-

tion 31 
[14] 1 Corinthians 3:4-11 
[15] Pope John Paul the Great, Redemptoris Missio, 36.3 

[16] Pope John Paul the Great, Redemptoris Missio, 36.1 

[17] Matthew 9:37 
[18] Philippians 4:13 
[19] Pope John Paul the Great, Redemptoris Missio, 36.1 

[20] APOSTOLATE – The activity of the Christian which fulfills the apostolic na-
ture of the whole Church by working to extend the reign of Christ to the entire 
world. 
[21] Catholic.org 

[22] Acts 5: 33-35; 38-39 
[23] 1 Peter 5:8-9 
[24] Magnificat, Vol. 12, No. 8 – From Forty Gospel Homilies 

[25] John 12:24 
[26] Fr. John A Hardon, S.J. “Modern Catholic Dictionary” page 86 
[27] Second Vatican Council, Apostolicam actuositatem, 2 

[28] John 10:10 

[29] Pope John XXIII 
[30] Catechism of the Catholic Church, Page 878 
[31] Pope Benedict XVI 
[32] Act of Faith, found in the Profession of Faith / Popular Devotion section of 

this Link to Liturgy packet 
[33] Fr. John A.Hardon, S.J. “Modern Catholic Dictionary” page 205  
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indicated to St. Timothy: “Wage the good warfare, holding faith 

and a good conscience.  By rejecting conscience, certain persons 

have made shipwreck of their faith.”  To live, grow, and perse-
vere in the faith until the end we must nourish it with the word 

of God; we must beg the Lord to increase our faith; it must be 

“working through charity,” abounding in hope, and rooted in the 

faith of the Church.[3]   God does not force us to love Him, to 

accept Him or to stay with Him.  “If another person gives us 

something as a grace – as a gift – and even if we did nothing to 
deserve it, in no way does it follow that our actions are irrelevant 

to whether or not we keep the gift.  We can lose it in all kinds of 

ways.  We can misplace it, destroy it, give it to someone else, 

take it back to the store.  We may even forfeit it by later dis-

pleasing the one who gave it – as when a person has been ap-
pointed to a special position but is later stripped of it because of 

mismanagement.  The argument fares no better when one turns 

to Scripture, for one finds that Adam and Eve, who received 

God’s grace in a manner just as unmerited as anyone today, 

most definitely did demerit it – and lost grace not only for them-

selves but for us as well (Romans 11:17-24).”[4] 
 

Give an example of a time in which you have been given a 

great gift and you lost it, destroyed it, gave it away or re-

turned it.  How did the giver of the gift respond?  Did the 

giver find out?  How does God respond?  Sin is an offense 
against God.  Is God offended when we lose, destroy or give 

the gift of salvation, a gift gained by the passion and death 

of His only beloved son? 

 

TV – “Everybody loves Raymond” – POP CULTURE CONNEC-

TION – 3:30 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdMyCLYdSFk  

Classic scene from Season 4 - The Tenth Anniversary. Ray tapes 

a football game over Ray and Debra's wedding video.  An exam-

ple of how people feel when a “gift” or memory like a wedding 

video is mistreated, lost, overlooked.  Debra is offended and 
hurt.  Do we care as much about our salvation, a gift, that is 

often never thought about or cared for.  

 

The Church in the Council of Vatican II makes it very clear that 

salvation can be lost stating that it is possible to endanger our 

eternal salvation.  “One of the gravest errors of our time is the 
dichotomy between the faith which many profess and the prac-

tice of their daily lives…The Christian who shirks his temporal 

duties toward his neighbor, neglects God himself, and endangers 
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his eternal salvation.”[5]  In our world when someone uses the 

word “endangered” we usually think of endangered species and 

there immediate action that takes place, even laws put in place 
to protect what is endangered.  The truth of the matter is that 

we should see our salvation as endangered, in the sense that we 

must “work out our salvation” and rely daily on the grace of God.  

The Church prays, “Lord, our God, King of heaven and earth, for 

this day please direct and sanctify, set right and govern our 

hearts and our bodies, our sentiments, our words and our ac-
tions in conformity with Thy law and Thy commandments.  Thus 

we shall be able to attain salvation and deliverance, in time and 

in eternity, by Thine assistance.”[6]  Satan would love for us to 

feel as if we are “ok” and that there is no way we could lose the 

gift that God has given us.  He would love for us to lose our reli-
ance on God. 

 

 

Activity - The Boat Analogy by Saint Augustine 

Saint Augustine gives an analogy of four boats, each boat repre-

sents a view of salvation.  It would be good to explain each boat 
and then ask, “Which is the Catholic view?”  Most people say 

that either 2 or 3 is the Catholic view.  The Catholic view is Boat 

III.  The Church leads us safely to heaven but we have the free 

will to stay or to jump off. 

 
BOAT I – A row boat.  By Grace you are called to the row boat 

and get in the boat.  When you get in the boat you take ahold of 

both ores and row yourself to heaven.  This is the heresy of Pela-

gianism (Fifth Century).  “Pelagius stated that man is born mor-

ally neutral and can achieve heaven under his own powers.”[7]  

We row ourselves to heaven and do not need God’s help. 
 

BOAT II – A row boat.  By Grace you are called to the row boat 

and get in the boat.  When you get in the boat God is rowing and 

gets the boat going in the right direction, but eventually God 

gives over the ores to you and you row without the aid of God 
and arrive at heaven.  This is the heresy called Semi-Pelagianism 

(Fifth Century).  “Once a person has entered a state of grace, one 

can retain it through one’s efforts, without further grace from 

God.”[8]  Why do we know that God does not just get us go-

ing, “start the boat in the right direction” and then let us go 

alone?  One, there is never a point in which we can “save our-
self” or “do it alone”.  Two, God never abandons us, He is always 

with us.  Another variation of this would be both God and man 

each having an ore.  What would happen if we have an ore 
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V. Ora pro nobis, sancta Dei Genitrix. 
R. Ut digni efficiamur promissionibus Christi 

 

Let us pray.  O almighty and everlasting God, who, by the co-

operation of the Holy Ghost, didst prepare the body and soul of 

Mary, glorious Virgin and Mother, to become the worthy habita-

tion of Thy Son: grant that we may be delivered from present 
evils, and from everlasting death, by her gracious intercession, 

in whose commemoration we rejoice.  Through the same Christ 

our Lord, Thy Son, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the uni-

ty of the Holy Ghost, God, world without end.  Amen. 

 
English Translation 

 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness, and 

our hope.  To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to 

thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this val-

ley of tears.  Turn, then, most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of 
mercy towards us; and after this our exile, show unto us the 

blessed fruit of they womb, Jesus.  O clement, O loving, O sweet 

Virgin Mary. 
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stroyed before us, will people wonder if we were pagan or Chris-

tian? When atheistic communism shouted to the whole world 

that "God is dead", America replied back that, God is our Hope!  
We must imprint on our heart, what is imprinted on our money, 

if not our motto becomes hypocrisy. The band Creed once said, 

"On our god, we print, 'In God we trust'." We no longer have the 

threat of communism but modernism, secularism, materialism, 

relativism promise mankind many things to TRUST, none of 

those things being God.  Finally we look at a private revelation 
given to a simple Polish nun, Saint Faustina. Jesus appeared to 

her and asked her to print on the bottom of an image of him, 

"Jesus, I trust in You." Trust depends on belief. A person usually 

asks someone to do something for them if they trust that person 

but also if they believe that the person is capable of the task. 

Trust and belief work together. The amount of trust, America 
has in God reflects the lack of belief, the lack of Faith. 

 

Profession of Faith or Popular Devotion – Act of Faith 

 
The Act of Faith sums up the Apostles' Creed. It also gives the rea-
son Catholics believe in the Blessed Trinity. God Himself revealed 
it. Whether or not we can understand a revelation, we believe it 
because He Who is Omniscient revealed it!  In an atheistic and 
anti-authority culture the Act of Faith is a reminder to the faithful 

that God, the ultimate authority can be trusted because He is 
“eternal truth and wisdom” and “can neither deceive or be de-
ceived”. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

 
O my God, I firmly believe that you are one God in three divine 

Persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  I believe that your divine 

Son became man and died for our sins and that he will come to 

judge the living and the dead.  I believe these and all the truths 

which the Holy Catholic Church teaches because you have re-

vealed them who are eternal truth and wisdom, who can neither, 
deceive nor be deceived.  In this faith I intend to live and die.  

Amen. 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 

Marian Antiphon – Divine Office (Sunday Compline) 
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and God has an ore?  We would go in circles for two reasons, 

one, God would never stop rowing and we would and two God 

would always row better. 
 

BOAT III – A sail boat.  By Grace you are called to the boat and 

get in the boat.  Once you are in the boat, the sail is filled with 

wind “holy spirit” and the boat sails to heaven.  You just have to 

stay in the boat.  You are able to jump off the boat if you like 

(free will), if you jump off the boat you are able to be rescued and 
get back on the boat (reconciliation) The Boat is the Church.  Is 

it easy to stay on the boat?  What would make us want to 

jump off the boat?  To stay on the boat we have to believe in 

where the boat is going and we also have to trust the boat.  We 

look around often and see other boats going in other directions.  
Many times it looks like more fun on the other “party” boats or 

maybe the jet skis (people living solo, doing what they want and 

going where they want). 

 

BOAT IV – A sail boat.  By Grace you are called to the boat and 

get in the boat.  Once you are in the boat, you are chained to the 
mast of the boat and are unable to jump off.  You are safe on the 

boat sail right to heaven.  This is the heresy of “sola fide” or 

“faith alone”, all you have to do is believe, this leads to the here-

sy of “once saved always saved” 

 
Jesus says in Matthew’s Gospel, “The one who perseveres to the 

end will be saved.”[9]  We pray in the Our Father “lead us not 

into temptation.”  The temptation is to jump off the boat, to live 

the Church, to abandon the faith.  There is “a picture of a battle 

raging back and forth between God and the world.  We keep 

throwing new reserves into the battle, the religious motivations 
that are meant to keep us faithful.”[10] 

 

What are the religious motivations in our life?  How do they 

keep us faithful?  How are they like reserves or reinforce-

ment in the raging battle?  Many of our prayers and devotions 
act as reserves in battle, maybe we try to pray a rosary daily.  A 

weekly prayer group or catechism class gives us the support we 

need.  Mass is the number one fortification in our life and the 

main religious motivation.  Sacramentals, such as scapulars, a 

crucifix or rosary that we wear may remind us in the day’s battle 

to lift our mind and heart toward God. 
 

See also Link to Liturgy Lessons: 
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Lesson - Are we saved? 

 

Faith without Benefits - Lesson and Discussion 
“We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were obli-
gated to do.” 
 
Many times we are motived to act by one of two factors.  One 

motivation is fear of the punishment we will receive if we do not 

serve or joy of the reward we will receive if we do serve.  Do we 
do what God asks us because we are afraid of hell, or because 

we want to go to heaven?  We can also be motivated out of love 

for the one asking us to do something.  This is the greatest moti-

vation, to act out of love without expectation of any reward. 

 
MOVIE – “Shindler’s List” – POP CULTURE CONNECTION – 

3:15 

http://youtu.be/qIp_8RNNX4k  

Shindler is motivated out of love, not out of reward, in fact in the 

end he says, “he could have done more” and realizes that any 

material reward or possession that he gained in life could have 
been used to save more people. 

 

What is our motivation?  What if we were told that we would 

never gain anything in this world for the service that we 

give Christ and His Church?  Why do we expect a reward?  
“Father, your love for us surpasses all our hopes and de-

sires”[11]  Why do we seek a reward when we have the Father’s 

love.  What could be greater than to be in the constant love of 

the Father.  For example if I was the personal servant of the Holy 

Father, Pope Benedict XVI, I would be so honored that I was able 

to work for him that I would not expect a “reward”.  The honor of 
being the personal assistant to the Pope would be “reward” 

enough.  We are the “co-workers” of Christ, we are the assistanc-

es the servants of the master that title, and that honor is 

“reward” enough.  We do gain merit or grace for the service we 

render.  Saint Louis de Montfort in the practice of his devotion to 
Mary, refused to even keep any merit he earned, instead he gave 

all merit and grace from his good works to our Lady so that 

show could give them to those in most need. 

“Faith increases in those who are truly humble – who 

acknowledge that, before the Lord, they ever remain 

“unprofitable servants.”  Faith increased when we are willing to 
bear our “share of hardship for the Gospel with strength that 

comes from God.”[12]  God is a just God and even though we 
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end M. R. Watkinson, Minister of the Gospel from Ridley Town-

ship, Pennsylvania, and read: 

 
Dear Sir: You are about to submit your annual report to the Con-
gress respecting the affairs of the national finances.  One fact 
touching our currency has hitherto been seriously overlooked. I 
mean the recognition of the Almighty God in some form on our 
coins.  You are probably a Christian. What if our Republic were 
not shattered beyond reconstruction? Would not the antiquaries of 
succeeding centuries rightly reason from our past that we were a 
heathen nation? What I propose is that instead of the goddess of 
liberty we shall have next inside the 13 stars a ring inscribed with 
the words PERPETUAL UNION; within the ring the all seeing eye, 
crowned with a halo; beneath this eye the American flag, bearing 
in its field stars equal to the number of the States united; in the 
folds of the bars the words GOD, LIBERTY, LAW.  This would 
make a beautiful coin, to which no possible citizen could object. 
This would relieve us from the ignominy of heathenism. This 
would place us openly under the Divine protection we have per-
sonally claimed. From my heart I have felt our national shame in 
disowning God as not the least of our present national disasters.  
To you first I address a subject that must be agitated.  
 

There was no official motto of the United States, so in 1956, al-

most a century after "In God we trust" was placed on coins, the 
phase was placed in the heart of America as it's official motto.  A 

law was passed by the 84th United States Congress and ap-

proved by the President on July 30, 1956. President Dwight D. 

Eisenhower approved a joint resolution declaring In God We 

Trust the national motto of the United States.   "At the present 

time the United States has no national motto. The committee 
deems it most appropriate that 'In God we trust' be so designat-

ed as U.S. national motto."  The same Congress had required, in 

the previous year, that the words appear on all currency, as a 

Cold War measure:  

 
"In these days when imperialistic and materialistic Communism 
seeks to attack and destroy freedom, it is proper" to "remind all of 
us of this self-evident truth" that "as long as this country trusts in 
God, it will prevail." 
 

There were noble reasons for placing "In God we trust" on US 
currency and making the same phrase our countries motto. This 

phase is a public witness of what American's should stand for. If 

our country is destroyed as other great nations have been de-
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erated.  It is unjust to attribute the misuse of authority in the 

world onto the ultimate authority of God.  It is faith, yielding to 

the authority of God that never enslaved but liberates. 
 

Why do we believe in God?  Why can we trust God?   God is 

eternal truth and wisdom, He is all-knowing.  He also cannot be 

deceived and cannot deceive.  God is not trying to trick us.  It is 

Satan who is called the “father of lies”.  God is truth; there is no 

falsehood in Him.  As the act of Faith states, “I believe these and 
all the truths which the Holy Catholic Church teaches because 

you have revealed them who are eternal truth and wisdom, who 

can neither, deceive nor be deceived.  In this faith I intend to live 

and die.”[32] 

 
Why do we have a hard time believing, trusting authority in 

general?  The basic motive of all faith is the authority (or right 

to be believed) of someone who is speaking.  This authority has 

an adequate knowledge of what he or she is taking about, and 

integrity in not wanting to deceive.[33]  Unlike God, human au-

thorities do not always speak the truth and can deceive and be 
deceived.  How can those in authority redeem their reputa-

tion?  Those in authority must pattern their life after the one 

who holds supreme authority.  Those in authority must strive for 

truth and wisdom.  The must stand firm and be careful not to be 

deceived by false promises and bribes or lies.  They must strive 
to never intentially deceive anyone but be bold and clear in their 

intentions.  What authority do you hold in life?  Do you mod-

el these virtues patterned after God? 

 

MUSIC – “In God we Still Trust” Diamond Rio – POP CUL-

TURE CONNECTION – 3:37 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8u9EAygKnI 

 

What ways can we promote trust in God in our country? 

 

STORY - In God we Trust: On our coins and our motto 
 

The motto In God We Trust was placed on United States coins 

largely because of the increased religious sentiment existing dur-

ing the American Civil War. Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. 

Chase received many appeals from devout Christians through-

out the country, urging that the United States recognize God on 
United States coins. From Treasury Department records, it ap-

pears that the first such appeal came in a letter dated November 

13, 1861. It was written to Secretary Salmon P. Chase by Rever-
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might be humble and expect no reward at all, He still gives us a 

reward.  Due to God’s justice and the merit of Christ passion 

and death we share in the merit of Christ when we unite ourself 
with Him and are co-workers with Him.  We get merit, the ques-

tion is what does that merit mean to us, what do we do with it.  

Saint Louis de Montfort suggests that we go so far, be so virtu-

ous as to hand over any merit gained,  keeping it no for our self 

but handing the merit to our Lady so that she may distribute it 

for the good of the Church.  

 

“By this devotion we place our merits in the hands of our Lady: 

but only that she may preserve, increase and embellish them. 

Strictly speaking, merit for increase of grace and glory cannot be 

handed over to any other person. But we do give her all the val-
ue of our prayers and good works, inasmuch as they have inter-

cessory merit, and value for the atonement of sins. We give her 

our spiritual merits, that she might distribute and apply them 

according to the greatest needs of the Church, and to the great-

est glory of God. If, after having thus consecrated ourselves to 

our Lady, we wish to rescue a sinner, or to assist a friend by 
prayer, or to help a soul in purgatory by giving an alms, or by 

performing an act of self-sacrifice, we must humbly request it of 

our Lady, abiding always by her decision: which of course re-

mains unknown to us. We can be sure that the value of our ac-

tions will be dispensed by her in the most productive possible 
way. This is certain, because now even the graces of God himself 

are being distributed through her. She cannot fail to apply our 

humble merits for his greatest glory and in accordance with his 

most perfect will. We ourselves could never act with such merci-

ful wisdom as the Mother of the Church, who is at every moment 

the mediatrix of graces. Moreover, she intercedes constantly be-
fore God to obtain forgiveness and mercy for her children, and 

for all mankind.”[13] 

 

There is no greater way to live out the Gospel than to do the 

work of God with humility and obedience, expecting no gain.  
When any gain or merit is given, we simply give it back to the 

Church, whom we first served.  It is even better to give the merit 

to the Mother of the Church, Mary so that she can distribute it 

to those children in most need.  There is no difference in those 

that serve the community, expecting nothing for their service.  

When they are rewarded expectantly, they simple give back to 
the community, perhaps giving the money to the mayor or a civic 

group so they can distribute the money as they see fit.  
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“Whenever someone says, "I belong to Paul," and another, "I be-

long to Apollos," are you not merely human?  What is Apollos, 

after all, and what is Paul? Ministers through whom you became 
believers, just as the Lord assigned each one.   I planted, Apollos 

watered, but God caused the growth.  Therefore, neither the one 

who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, 

who causes the growth.  The one who plants and the one who 

waters are equal, and each will receive wages in proportion to 

his labor.  For we are God's co-workers; you are God's field, 
God's building.  According to the grace of God given to me, like a 

wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building 

upon it. But each one must be careful how he builds upon it, for 

no one can lay a foundation other than the one that is there, 

namely, Jesus Christ.[14]  
 

Internal and external difficulties must not make us pessimistic 

or inactive.  What counts, here as in every area of Christian life, 

is the confidence that comes from faith, from the certainty that it 

is not we who are the principal agents of the Church’s mission, 

but Jesus Christ and his Spirit.  We are only co-workers, and 
when we have done all we can, we must say: “We are unworthy 

servants; we have only done what was our duty.”[15]   

 

We are in a unique but also difficult role.  Jesus has entrusted 

the means of salvation to the Church, the Church made up of 
humans.  He has asked us to be His co-workers.  We remember 

working in groups during school, it is as if Jesus has asked us 

to be in His group.  Many times the tendency in group work is 

for one person to take over and do the work of the others.  We 

can easily slip into the “group work” mentality when it comes to 

our mission in the Church.  We forget that Christ is the head 
and we are the body and that the body can do nothing without 

the head.  We lose humility and forget that we are called and 

have the honor of working with Christ.  We see working for 

Christ not as an honor, but rather can begin to see it as a right 

or maybe even as a burden. 
 

What are some difficulties of accomplishing the mission of 

Christ and His Church?[16] There is a lack of fervor of zeal; 

there is fatigue; there is disenchantment; there is compromise; 

Lack of interest; Lack of joy and hope. 

 
If people witness these attributes they are not going to be inter-

ested in the mission of Christ and His Church.  Who would want 

to join a group of workers or a sports team that lack fervor, are 
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VIDEO –  “IMAGE SPOT 1: CATHOLIC VOTE” – POP CUL-

TURE CONNECTION – 0:41 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V2CaBR3z85c  

 

VIDEO – “IMAGE SPOT 2: CATHOLIC VOTE” – POP CULTURE 

CONNECTION – 1:05 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIBZ-kJ6XAc  

 
VIDEO – “IMAGE SPOT 3: CATHOLIC VOTE” – POP CULTURE 

CONNECTION – 0:46 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxH7CUhHkug  

All three Pro-Life spots are speaking to all of us; our potential for 

greatness! 
 

In God We Still Trust? - Lesson and Discussion 

 

Faith is a gift from God, and invitation for man to respond to 

God’s revelation.  God gives us Christ; Christ gives us the 

Church, guided by the Holy Spirit.  “It is this revelation of God 
which the Church proposes for our belief and which we: 

 

How do we respond to God’s revelation? 

We profess in the Creed 

We celebrate in the Sacraments 
We live by right conduct (as specified in the Ten Command-

ments) 

We respond to (Faith) in our prayer[30] 

 

We live in a world in which we do not trust authority; we doubt 

our government, our teachers, our parents.  This sometimes 
moves into the area of our religion and we begin to doubt the 

authority of the magisterium.  Without faith the only one we can 

believe in, the only one we can ultimately trust is me myself and 

I.  We have a preoccupation with self, to some extent because of 

our lack of trust in others, particularly authority.  “faith is a lib-
eration of my I from its preoccupation with self…a breaking out 

of the isolation that is the malady of my I.”[31]  “I” am no longer 

calling the shots; “I” am no longer my own “god”. 

 

MUSIC VIDEO – “Another Brick in the Wall” by Pink Floyd –  

POP CULTURE CONNECTION – 3:19 
http://youtu.be/fvPpAPIIZyo  

Many times “authority” in the world is corrupt and surrounds us 

like a brick wall or hammers at us and we feel enslaved not lib-
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sidered useless both to the Church and to himself.”[27]  In the 

growth of a human life there are “milestones” but a person does 

not live solely to reach these “milestones” but instead lives life in 
between the “milestones”.  The sacraments are these spiritual 

milestones, we do not just receive the sacraments as if we are 

checking off a spiritual checklist, but instead we are receiving 

the sacraments so that we are able to “live life to the full”[28] in 

between these important and necessary spiritual “milestones”.  

 
See also Link to Liturgy Lessons: 

Lesson - Sacraments of Initiation 

Lesson - Sacraments or Holiness  

Lesson - Sacraments: Grace is Given  

Lesson - Sacraments: The Work Performed  
Lesson - Sacraments: Their Purpose  

Lesson - Matter and Form Part I (The Sacraments)  

Lesson - Matter and Form Part II (The Sacraments)  

Lesson - Our Father and the Sacraments  

Lesson - The Effects of the Sacraments  

 
STORY - The Mustard Seed 

Jesus speaks of a “mustard seed” one of the smallest seeds that 

turns into a great bush / tree.  A good activity is to make a holy 

card.  On one side a real mustard seed could be taped or lami-

nated on the card and on the reverse side the verse from this 
Gospel, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would 

say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ 

and it would obey you.”  Have everyone look at the tiny seed.  

What is the potential of this seed?  From this small seed lies 

the whole outline of the tree, the strength and roughness of the 

wood, the smell and size of the fruit, the greenness of the leaves.  
All of that in a tiny seed.  What does this mustard seed say 

about the potential of our Faith?  Think not about your frus-

trations, but about your unfilled potential. ... but with what it is 

still possible for you to do.”[29]  In this Gospel verse, Jesus is 

asking us to think about our unfilled potential about what we 
will be.  We have God’s Grace we have the outline, the blueprint 

of holiness within the small seed of faith.  It might be hard for us 

to see that greatness, that holiness within our self, within our 

sometimes week personal faith, but greatness is there. 

 

In some years this lesson on the potential and greatness of small 
things falls on respect life Sunday or within respect life month.  

How does the “seed” analogy tie into the pro-life move-

ment? 
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tired, disenchanted, compromise the truth and integrity, lack 

interest in what they are doing and have no joy or hope.  It is no 

wonder that “the harvest is plenty but the workers are few”[17]   
 

How can we become more excited about the mission of 

Christ and His Church?  How can we overcome these diffi-

culties? We can first realize that “I can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens me”[18] and I can do nothing without 

Christ. 
 

See also Link to Liturgy Lessons: 

Lesson - Faith Shaken  

Lesson - Faith without Benefits  

Lesson - Faith: Words and Works 
 

Many people pursue a job because they see joy, zeal, excitement 

in the workers which could be their future co-workers.  Those 

that are drawn to the mission of the Church are draw because 

they see qualities opposite of difficulties listed above.  They see a 

person working for the Church that is on fire with zeal, tireless 
in their work for Christ, enchanted, excited, willing to be unwa-

vering with the truth, intrigued with their work and full of joy in 

what they are doing and hope in what they will do.  The mission 

of Christ and His Church is for all the faithful, not just those 

hired by the Church or those in the clergy of religious life.  Give 
an example of a person in your life that lived the mission of 

Christ and His Church witnessing the attributes above.  How 

did their mission their vocation help you grown in faith? 

 

What are some of the obstacles to accomplishing the mis-

sion of Christ and His Church?[19] 
Past and present divisions among Christians.  De-

Christianization within Christian countries.  The decrease of vo-

cations to the apostolate[20].  The counter-witness of believers 

and Christian communities failing to follow the model of Christ 

in their lives.  There is widespread indifferentism based on incor-
rect theological perspectives and is characterized by a religious 

relativism which leads to the belief that “one religion is as good 

as another.”   

 

Give examples of these five obstacles and why they go 

against the mission of Christ and His Church.  The last ob-
stacle is one of the greatest.  If one religion is just as good as an-

other there is no motivation to spread the Catholic faith, if every 

religion is equal, then in a sense everyone has what they need 
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and there is no need for evangelization.  In the world there will 

always be physical poverty, we will never say that everyone has 

what they need.  Because of this “need” this “poverty” we are 
compelled and motivated to give to the poor to show concern for 

the poor and even some people will not rest until there is no pov-

erty.  Just as there is natural poverty there is also a deep spir-

itual poverty.  Are we compelled and motivated to give Jesus 

Christ and His Church to nourish those in spiritual starvation? 

 
Why do you think that even though there are many obsta-

cles and difficulties to accomplishing the mission of Christ 

and His Church, the Church continues to grow?  “Catholics 

increased to nearly 1.12 billion at the end of 2005, an increase 

of 1.5 percent from the previous year.  The Catholic growth rate 
was slightly higher than the rate of overall population increase, 

which was 1.2 percent. Catholics now represent 17.2 percent of 

the global population, the Vatican said.”[21]  The Church grows 

because of Christ and because the truth always prevails, light 

always overcomes the darkness.  The Church grows now for the 

same reason it grew after Jesus death.  The Pharisees wanted to 
kill the apostles and thus weed out Christianity.  “But a Pharisee 

in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, held in hon-

or by all the people, stood up and ordered the men to be put out-

side for a while.  And he said to them, ‘Men of Israel, take care 

what you do with these men…keep away from these men and let 
them alone; for if this plan or this undertaking is of men, it will 

fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them.  

You might even be found opposing God!”[22]  If the “work” we do 

for Christ and His Church is a “undertaking of men” it will fail; 

but if it is of God it will not be overthrown. 

 
Faith: Seed, Root, Shoot, Fruit (Sacraments) - Lesson and 

Discussion 

“If you have faith the size of a mustard seed” 

 
[Read the Spiritual Reading in this packet before reading this les-
son] 
 

Each Tuesday night during Night Prayer the Church prays, “Stay 

sober and alert.  Your opponent the devil is prowling like a roar-

ing lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, solid in your 

faith.”[23]  Prior to Vatican II, this scripture was prayed each 
night during Compline (Night Prayer).  Needless to say, this 

verse is so important to the Church that the Church reminds the 

faithful of the verse at least weekly.  Why?  We are in a battle 
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and Satan would like to devour our soul, the only way to resist 

is through faith.  It is in the faith that we are firm.  Saint Grego-

ry the Great gives a wonderful analogy of how this happens. 
 

How are the Sacraments, like the growth of a seed into a 

tree?  “A root is produced from the seed, a shoot from the root, 

fruit from the shoot; and a seed is produced in the fruit.  Let us 

say, then, that the seed lies hidden within the seed.”[24]  The 

seed is baptism, the seed of baptism must be “firm” through 
Confirmation which digs into the soil of grace like a root making 

the seed firm.  Confirmation is also like the shoot, which takes 

the seed from the darkness of the soil into the world, a personal 

Pentecost which shoots up, pointing to heaven and evangelizing 

the world.  The fruits of the Holy Spirit are produced and from 
the fruit come forth a seed.  This seed is the Eucharist, which is 

nourishment for the world as well as sacrifice “unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it 

dies, it bears much fruit.”[25] 

 

This firm faith, which enables us to resist Satan, grows in the 
sacramental life.[26] 

 

The first four sacraments deal with our how we continue to live 

and grow while on this earth 
- Birth through Baptism 

- Growth through Confirmation 

- Nourishment through Eucharist 

- Medicine through Penance 

 

The fifth and sixth are how we preserve and perpetuate both 

physical and spiritual life in the world 
- Priesthood through Ordination 

- Christian Family through Matrimony 

 

The seventh is how we prepare for the life in heaven 
- Journey of the Soul through Anointing of Sick 

 

Through the Sacraments are born into and stay united and a 

part of the Mystical Body of Christ, Jesus is the head of the body 

and we are the members.  We are expected to be “a part”.  Just 

as we expect any human body to grow, we also have the expecta-

tion that the Mystical Body of Christ will grow.  “Between the 
members of this body there exists, further, such a unity and sol-

idarity (cf Eph 4:16) that a member who does not work at the 

growth of the body to the extent of his possibilities must be con-


