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September 19, 2018 

      Month of Our Sorrowful Mother, Mary 
 
 
My brother bishops, priests, and deacons: 
 

I hope that you have had an opportunity to read my current Catholic New York column, 
“Confronting Satan with Prayer,” about the role that the Devil has played in the current crisis 
confronting our Church.  If you haven’t had a chance to see it, you can find the entire column here: 
http://www.cny.org/stories/confronting-satan-with-prayer,17879? 
 

In case you haven’t read it, I asked that for nine days every Mass include the prayer to Saint 
Michael the Archangel, beginning this Friday, the Feast of Saint Matthew the Evangelist, and 
concluding on September 29, Saint Michael’s feast day.  You can say the prayer at the end of Mass, 
after the prayer of the faithful, or at another time you consider most appropriate.  Here’s the prayer: 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle; 
be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the devil. 

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; and do you, O prince of the heavenly host, 
by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and the other evil spirits  

who prowl about the world for the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 

One other note: Thank you to the many priests who have joined me at the two gatherings we 
have had so far, at Saint Joseph’s Seminary and on Staten Island, which have been excellent 
opportunities to meet, to talk, to share, to pray, and to bond.  Today I am in Dutchess County for a 
third gathering, and I’ve decided to add a fourth, primarily for our retired priests, on Thursday, 
October 4 at the O’Connor Residence.  We’ll gather at 1:00 p.m. in the large Chapel.  If others have 
not been able to make one of our three original gatherings, you’d be welcome to join us on the 4th. 
 

Renewed gratitude for all you do. 
 

      Fraternally in Christ, 
 

 

       
 
      +Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan 
      Archbishop of New York 
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