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OCTOBER 2023 

Join Father Anthony Sorgie on 
“Flavors of Central Italy” 

 
FLORENCE (3 NIGHTS), NORCIA (2 NIGHTS),  

CITTA DELLA PIEVE (2 NIGHTS), ROME (3 NIGHTS) 
 
 
Our groups’ exclusive accomodations: 
FLORENCE:    Gallery Art Hotel **** (Lungarno Collection) 
NORCIA:    Palazzo Seneca **** (Virtuoso & Relais/Chateaux) 
CITTA DELLA PIEVE:   Hotel Vannucci **** (Wirth Collection) 
ROME:    Baglioni Roma ***** (Virtuoso & Baglioni Collection) 
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Day 01: Departure: Monday, October 2nd, 2023 
American Airlines JFK to Rome FCO airport (Nick Cutrone will meet group at JFK to help 
facilitate group check-in) 
 
Day 02: Tuesday October 3rd, 2023 – Private Arrival Transfer  
Welcome to Italy! Upon arrival at Rome airport our driver will meet us outside of customs for 
private coach transfer to the Hotel Gallery Art in Florence. There will be a stopover en-route in 
San Gimignano for bathroom and refreshment break. 
This location is a small, walled medieval hill town in the province of Siena. Known as the Town 
of Fine Towers, San Gimignano is famous for its medieval architecture, unique in the 
preservation of about a dozen of its tower houses, which, with its hilltop setting and encircling 
walls, form "an unforgettable skyline" 
Check-in to the Hotel Gallery Art. 

 
About the property: 
The contemporary Gallery Hotel Art is a 4-star design and boutique hotel in Florence dreamed 
up by Michele Bönan, a refined Florentine architect, and offers a favorite local meeting place 
in the heart of Florence amongst fashion, art, and stylish people. 
Set in a quiet courtyard near the Arno and Ponte Vecchio and close to Palazzo Strozzi in 
Florence, you may experience art and photography vernissages, enjoy a few quite moments in 
the inviting lounge-library, or indulge in culinary Eastern delights at the Fusion Bar & 
Restaurant. 
-Mass in a beautiful Florentine church 
-Welcome dinner in the heart of Florence. Overnight in Florence. (D) 
 
Day 03: Wednesday, October 4th, 2023 – Half-Day Private Florence Walk with Palazzo Pitti 
and Boboli Gardens 
-Breakfast in hotel. Meet our guide at the hotel and begin a walking tour of the city.   
-Mass at Duomo 
Discover the most popular sights of Florence, the tumultuous history, the legends and the short 
stories. See the fascinating masterpieces and learn from our experienced tour guides about the 
making and molding of this fabulous city while strolling around the narrow alleys. The tour 
will take you to the marvelous Pitti Palace and Boboli Gardens in Oltrarno. 
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-A typical lunch at the end of our tour. 
The afternoon is yours to explore and discover Florence on your own 
-Mass time tbd 
Overnight in Florence. (B, L) 
 
Day 04: Thursday, October 5th, 2023 – Private Tour Lucca and San Miniato 
-Breakfast in hotel.  We will meet our driver and guide at the hotel and transfer to San Miniato, 
an ancient borgo set high on a hill along the Arno river, just halfway between Pisa and Florence. 
This small city is worth a visit for its many buildings and churches. It is also one of the few 
places on earth where the celebrated white truffles grow.  
After a walk through the historical center, be fully immersed in a real Tuscan farm and enjoy 
an extra virgin olive oil tasting and light lunch.   
-We will then move onto elegant Lucca with a delightful guided stroll along its beautifully 
preserved Medieval walls and historic center.  Lucca was a city state for centuries, it offers 
perfectly preserved Romanesque churches and historic buildings, narrow lanes, large and 
shorter squares.  
-Mass will be celebrated in Lucca 
Private transfer return to our hotel.  
-Dinner will be served in a fantastic location, on top of a medieval tower in the heart of 
Florence.  
Overnight in Florence. (B, L, D) 
 
Day 05: Friday, October 6th, 2023 – Chianti and Siena Tour 
(Pick up in Florence and Drop off to Norcia) 
After breakfast we will check out of the hotel for transfer to our next portion of the journey.  
We will travel east into the Chianti hills, an area rich with dense oak wood forests and cypress 
trees, neat rows of vineyards and olive groves, landscapes shaped into works of art by the 
combined action of nature and man. A traditional Tuscan lunch of local products will be served 
in a Chianti wine-estate accompanied by a tasting of the farm’s wines.  
After lunch, meet your expert guide for a delightful stroll around Siena’s major landmarks 
starting from Piazza del Campo, the spectacular shell-shaped square guarded by the local Town 
Hall and the Torre del Mangia bell-tower.  
-Mass at St. Cristoforo in the heart of Siena  
-While walking through the atmospheric medieval streets, you will admire all of Siena’s major 
landmarks and explore hidden corners of the “contrade”, the town’s neighborhoods that run 
the Palio.  
In the late afternoon our coach will take us for private transfer to the region of Umbria and the 
Medieval town of Norcia, birthplace of Saint Benedict and his twin sister Saint Scholastica. 
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Palazzo Seneca, Norcia – Virtuoso Hotel of the Year Winner and Member of Relais Chateaux 

 
About the property: 
Winner of the prestigious “Virtuoso Hotel of the Year”, Palazzo Seneca is a unique gem in the 
foothills of the Sibilini Mountain range.  A house in an Umbrian palace: this is the atmosphere 
you live in in this charming residence of the sixteenth century, that re-opened its doors in 
Norcia, in the heart of Umbria, after a careful restoration. Fusion of design and tradition, 
simplicity and quality, this is the secret of this new elegant project promoted and realized by 
Vincenzo and Federico Bianconi, the latest generation of a family who have been offering 
Hospitality and Foodservice since 1850. Its Michelin restaurant Vespasia presents dual 
executive chefs Fabio and Fumiko who share their brilliant talents by maximizing the rich 
ingredients of the region including lentils, superb pork products, and unique pasta dishes.  The 
family also operates the “Farm to Table” Granaro restaurant and the local Salsiccia bar 
restaurant where the local prosciutto, salami, cheeses, and other delicacies are served.  The 
skilled restoration, the research of unique materials and objects, along with the work of the 
best Umbrian craftsmen, have made Palazzo Seneca a unique destination in this wonderful part 
of Italy. 
Overnight in Norcia. (B,L) 
 
Day 06: Saturday, October 7th 2023 
-Breakfast in hotel.  In the morning, enjoy an optional cooking demonstration at your hotel in 
Norcia, followed by lunch. 
Option A) Optional cooking demonstration with co-executive chefs Fabio and Fumiko in the 
Bianconi family home followed by lunch (more details to follow) 
Option B) Benedictine Monastery visit in Norcia (details tbd)  
In the afternoon, we will move to visit Cascia where will have time to meditate in Cascia at the 
Shrine of Santa Rita.   
-Mass at the Shrine  
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Later, we will reach Spoleto for walking around this charming village. 
-Dinner and Overnight in Norcia. (B,D)   
 
Day 07: Sunday, October 8th, 2023 – Assisi ~ Perugia ~ Città della Pieve  
-Breakfast in hotel and checkout.  Today move to Citta’ della Pieve passing along through Assisi 
and Perugia. 
Assisi shows visitors the authentic Italian countryside in all its glory. The town sits in the region 
of Umbria, just east of Perugia, and lies nestled in the foothills of Mount Subasio. Assisi is the 
birthplace of Saint Francis and Saint Clare, and has been attracting pilgrims since the 13th 
Century.  
The most famous site in Assisi is the Basilica of San Francesco d’Assisi.  There is also the 12th 
Century Rocca Maggiore Fortress and a huge medieval complex, all of which gave the town its 
UNESCO World Heritage status. The town is dotted with beautiful churches, small narrow lanes 
and charming piazzas, where you can sit and people watch from the quaint cafés.  
Rising from the countryside in a jumble of medieval buildings, Perugia is Umbria’s capital city 
which offers an enchanting blend of history, culture and lively student energy. The tower of 
the 15th-century San Domenico Basilica stands tall above the city’s center, while across town 
lies the historic University of Perugia. Enjoy lunch in a local farmhouse, then continue for a 
guided visit. Rocca Paolina fortress is one of the city's top attractions, offering miles of 
underground passages and an impressive history entwined with revolt and war. From acclaimed 
museums to ancient churches and from rambling streets to spacious piazzas, the city is an oasis 
of authentic Italian sights and sounds. 
Hotel Vanucci – Wirth Collection 

 
About the property: 
The Hotel Vannucci is the project of Vittoria Spinola, one of the daughters born from the 
relationship between King Vittorio Emanuele II and Rosa Vercellana, known as the “Bella 
Rosina”.  In 1897 Vittoria Spinola bought from her son Oberto a small house with a vegetable 
garden located outside Porta San Francesco. Thus began the project “Vannucci Gardens” which 
consisted of the construction of two villas connected by a kiosk, greenhouses and garden to 
accomodate wealthy Roman holidaymakers. 
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-Mass time tbd  
-Dinner and overnight in Città della Pieve. (B, L, D) 
 
Day 08: Monday, October 9th, 2023 – FD Montepulciano, Montalcino and Pienza  
-Breakfast in hotel.  Our group will travel west to Siena to the famous hill town of Montalcino, 
the place that gives its name to this famous wine.  Marvel at the fortress walls where the brave 
soldiers of the Republic of Siena made their last stand against Florence and the Medici family's 
army.  Spend time visiting the towns squares and streets, browsing the stores, and enjoying the 
incredible views overlooking the valleys and vineyards below.  Enjoy a light lunch and tasting 
of the famous Rosso and Brunello di Montalcino wines and contemplate its complexities and 
aging potential. We will take an afternoon tour of Pienza, a lovely town in the heart of Val 
d’Orcia known as the "Ideal City” because it is one of the first examples of humanistic ideal 
urban planning. Pienza has been the summer home for several Popes due to its tranquility and 
privacy. The itinerary includes stops at Montepulciano, a quintessential Tuscan medieval 
village, home to one of Italy’s most ancient wines, the Vino Nobile.  
-Mass will be said in one of these cities we are visiting (details to be determined) 
At the end of the visit, we will meet our driver to return to the hotel. 
-Mass time tbd  
Dinner and overnight in Città della Pieve. (B, L, D) 
 
Day 09: Tuesday, October 10th, 2023 - Città della Pieve ~ Orvieto ~ Rome 
-Breakfast in hotel and checkout. Today, we will move onto our final stop in Rome. Before 
arriving at our destination, we will stop in Orvieto for a guided visit and then enjoy lunch. 
Arrive in the afternoon in Rome, time at leisure to explore. 
 
Baglioni Hotel Regina Rome – A Virtuoso Property   

 
About the property: 
Celebrities and heads of state alike adore Baglioni Hotel Regina for its prized location on Via 
Veneto. The hotel was built in 1892 and named for Queen Margherita of Savoy – marvel at the 
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queen's turn-of-the-century bronze and marble staircase. Combining the elegance of bygone 
eras with thoroughly modern conveniences, the 116 lavish rooms and the Roman Penthouse 
Suites are decorated in traditional and sleek art deco style with authentic details. Stop by the 
wellness area, an urban retreat with a spa and fitness center. Brunello Bar and Restaurant 
presents an innovative ambience for enjoying tasty and refined Italian cuisine. 
-Mass time and location tbd 
Dinner and overnight in Rome. (B, L, D) 
 
Day 10: Wednesday, October 11th, 2023 - Rome 
-Breakfast in hotel.  We will be transferred to the Vatican Museums with skip the line tickets 
for exploration.   
-Afternoon at leisure.  Today is yours to explore and discover!  
-Mass time tbd 
Overnight in Rome. (B) 
 
Day 11: Thursday, October 12th, 2023 - Italy ~ USA 
-Breakfast in hotel.   
-transfer to Vatican 
Mass beneath the Basilica of St Peter’s (details to be finalized) 
Father Sorgie will then make recommendations for anyone interested in shopping for religious 
goods at a nearby Catholic store.  
-An optional tour is being investigated at this time (more details to follow) 
-Mass time tbd 
-Tonight will be our group’s farewell dinner and overnight in Rome.  
(B, D) 
 
Day 12: Friday, October 13th, 2023 - Italy ~ USA 
-Breakfast in hotel and checkout.  Private transfer to Rome FCO Airport. We will depart on 
American Airlines flight #235 at 10:30 a.m. arriving at JFK at 230 p.m. Nick Cutrone will again 
be with the group to help facilitate check-in at Rome FCO Airport. 
(B) 
 
 
-Hotels include standard accomodations (double occupancy) with breakfast included daily. 
-All tours and experiences are subject to change. 
-Please ensure to indicate on your registration form if there are any food allergies 
-Daily mass times and locations are in development and will be communicated at a later date 
-Please refer to terms and condition on registration form for more details 
 
 
 


