Mass Schedule
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am
Rosary 8 am

Friday 6:30 am

Rosary 6 am

Saturday 4 pm (vigil)

Sunday 7:30 am, 9 am, 11:30 am,
5:30 pm

Live Stream Mass

Nativity Cathedral 8 am Daily and
11 am Sun nativitybvimcathedral.org
Confession

Saturday 3:15 pm - 3:45 pm or

by appointment

Join Our Parish
To join the St. Thomas family, go to
www.saintthomaslb.org/parish-registration
-form
Complete and submit a registration form.
Paper forms can be found in the office or
in the back of the church!

SUNDAY, JUNE 25, 2023

12™ SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“Do not be afraid; you are worth more than many
sparrows.” - Mt 10:31



http://www.saintthomaslb.org
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@Around Our Parish...

ADORATION - Wed., 9 am.-5 p.m.

BAPTISM CLASS - Last Sat. of every month at 9:30 a.m. in the

Religious Education Center. Contact Sue Hoffman

(228) 313-0157 to reserve your spot.

CHOIR - Small Group Practices. As per Choir Dir.

GOOD SHEPHERD SHOWCASE - Open by appointment.
Call Bitsy (228) 669-3750 or Darlene (404) 630-6624 or
dar.gbarry@gmail.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - Meetings 1st & 3rd Thurs.
every month, 7pm - 4th Degree follows the 1st Thurs. meeting
KC BREAKFAST - 3rd Sun., every month, 8am-11lam
LADIES AUXILIARY OF THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS - Meetings 3rd Thurs. every month, 7pm

LECTIO DIVINA - Meets every Tues. after Mass to reflect on

the following Sunday’s readings.
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR - 1st Sun. every month
LUNCHKINS - 2nd Wed., every month, 11:30am

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY - Every Thurs., 6pm, in the library of

the Religious Education Center

QUILTERS - Meetings are on the 2nd and 4th Tues. of the
month, 9:30am, Rm 222

SVDP SOCIETY - The office is open to help.

Mon. 9:30am-12:30pm, & Thurs. 9:30am-12:30pm
YOUTH GIFT CARDS (SCRIP) - During office hours,
Mon - Fri, 9:00am - 4:30pm

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
When [ was a teenager, after a homecoming dance one year [
took my date for a walk on the Potomac in downtown

Alexandria. The moon was out and I was struck by how the light
shimmered on the water. I remember focusing to try to see all the

details of the dancing rays on the ripples. My date didn't see it
and didn't really get it. She thought it was no big deal. It was a

great date and a fun night, but for that one moment we saw the

world from two completely different vantage points.
Two of the greatest gifts from God to each of us are life and

time. Without taking care, we can easily miss the grandeur and

beauty of both. Being mindful as an everyday steward means
pausing to see the detail in all that exists around us. God's

creation is not something created with a broad brush, but instead

with the intricacies of a master painter.
God created all things with purpose and a complexity only the

divine could fully comprehend. Every single hair on our head has

been counted! But when we take a moment to reflect on the

beauty that is created by that complexity, we allow ourselves to
revel in God's generosity. There is so much to give thanks for in
this life. But you and I can't give thanks to God unless we really
stop to take notice. When was the last time you stared in awe at

the moon?
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
© Liturgical Publications Inc

2 Love Your Neighbor

Saturday & Sunday Jul 1 & 2, 2023

We will collect non-perishable groceries in the east foyer for

the Long Beach Food Pantry
to be distributed to our neighbors in need.
“For when I was hungry you gave me to eat,
when I was thirsty,
you gave me to drink,” — Matthew 25:35

Contact Information

Baptism: Sue Hoffman 228 313-0157
psuehoffman@gmail.com

Bulletin Editor: Alice Necaise 228-697-1943
bulletin@saintthomaslb.org

Maintenance: Ben Dilorenzo 228-596-3379
maintenance@saintthomaslb.org

Liturgical Music Director: Lauren Hymel 228-863-1610
music@saintthomaslb.org

Youth Music Director: Tyler Brandon 228-424-2970
music2@saintthomaslb.org

Pastoral Council: Jerry Dubuisson 228-348-1997
dfdchiefjerry@att.net

Prayer Intentions: Martha Johnson
prayer@saintthomaslb.org

RCIA Director: Dave Gauthier 228-596-8835
rcia@saintthomaslb.org

SRE Coordinator: Dave Gauthier 228-596-8835
religiouseducation@saintthomaslb.org

St. Vincent de Paul: Mike Barry 228- 822-0609
svdp.president@saintthomaslb.org

Youth Ministry: Kaitlynn Claret 228 236-4899
yvouthministry@saintthomaslb.org

SECOND COLLECTION
PETER'S PENCE
Sunday Jul 2, 2023

All together
we are a great

supportlve force

for the who have lo:
their homeland family
work and dignity

The Peter’s Pence collection is a gesture of solidarity through
which every member of the faithful can participate in the activity
of the Pope as Pastor of the universal Church.

“The faithful s offerings to the Holy Father through the Peter’s
Pence Collection are destined to Church needs, to humanitarian
initiatives and social promotion projects, as well as to the
support of the Holy See.”” ~ www.vatican.va/roman_curia/

secretariat_state/obolo_spietro/documents/actual _en.html
For more information, see:
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/
obolo_spietro/documents/actual_en.html

and http://www.peterspence.va/en.html
https://www.usccb.org/catholic-giving/opportunities-for-giving/

peters-pence

:ilk Catlwohc Trxwa

Question: There are two different types of sin. What are
they called?

Answer: Venial sin and mortal sin

©OLPi
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Catholic Kids Camp
The Mass is a Mystery! - A Marvelous Mystery!
Register at
www.saintthomaslb.org
Monday July 10 through Friday July 14
8:00am - 12:30pm
$25 per child or $40 per family
St Thomas the Apostle Parish, Long Beach, at the
Religious Education Center, Pavilion, and Parish Grounds
Contact: Dave G at religiouseducation(@saintthomaslb.org

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Will You Say Yes?
You find yourself in the difficult situation of being accused
of blasphemy and confronting possible execution. Your
crime is believing in Jesus Christ. The question is then
asked of you, “Are you a Christian, a follower of the one
named Jesus Christ?” Your answer may very well dictate
what happens to you next. What is your answer?
It is probably easier to answer this question when the
scenario is make-believe. All of us want to believe that we
would say yes to the question of belief in Jesus, but strange
things happen when humans panic in the face of extreme
stress. As we reflect on what we would say, there are those
all over the world who are being asked that very same
question. It is a question that was asked of many in the first
centuries of the Church. Those who respond “yes” are
considered martyrs and saints.
We might not usually think of all this in terms of good
stewardship living. However, our faith is also a gift we
have received from God to cultivate, grow, and share with
others. The more interesting question than the one posed
above is, “Would an accuser even think of asking you such
a question?” Would you have cultivated, grown, and
shared your faith enough that anyone would even consider
you worthy of asking the question? They might assume
you don’t know Jesus Christ at all. I don’t like conflict and
do not seek out conflict, but I would rather someone ask
the first question posed than assume there is no reason to
confront me in the first place.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ~ ©LPi
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You're prepared. We've got your back.
]_ . Fortress™ 12xW" and 206W' home standby genersior systems,
NOW Wi 3 stancard 10-yoar kervled warranty

125 North Ocean Wave Ave. * Long Beach
228-863-0677 *» baymotorwinding.com

[ «2\Healing
B Mass

Healing Mass at Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Church
Friday, July 21, 2023 at 5:00 PM
No Healing Mass the month of June
Fr. Rofinus Jas is going to Indonesia.
Our Mother of Mercy Catholic Church,
216 Saucier Ave.
Pass Christian, MS. 39571

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Lectio Divina
Question: What is Lectio Divina, and how is it associated
with the Benedictine Monastic tradition, whose founder,
St. Benedict, we honor on July 11?
Answer: Benedict desired his monks to live in
community, praying the Liturgy of the Hours together,
contemplating sacred texts, and doing manual labor. The
monks developed a technique to facilitate a spiritual and
devotional reading of the Bible known as Lectio Divina,
the holy reading of a text. This method encourages the
reader to hear the biblical text with an open heart and focus
on whatever God wants to highlight and then apply it to
daily life.
There are variations on Lectio Divina, but essentially, the
technique consists of a three-step process of reflection.
When the reflection is done with a group, the responses are
shared by all the participants. Once the text is selected, it is
read meditatively, and the following are then explored: a
word or phrase that attracts you; how and where the
content of this reading touches your life today; what you
believe that God wants you to do during this coming week
(month, year, lifetime).
Thanks to Benedict, the Christian community has been
gifted with this special way of entering into the biblical
text. This week, use the Lectio Divina process on one of
the readings for the coming Sunday and make a note of the
life connections you are making. How is this reflection on
the biblical text drawing you closer to God and others?
©OLPi
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WORTHY

“Do not be afraid.”

MATTHEW 10:31

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: “Sing to the LORD, praise the LORD, for he
has rescued the life of the poor from the power of the
wicked!” (Jer 20:13)
Psalm: Lord, in your great love, answer me. (Ps 69)
Second Reading: But the gift is not like the transgression. For if
by the transgression of the one the many died, how much more
did the grace of God and the gracious gift of the one man Jesus
Christ overflow for the many. (Rom 5:15)
Gospel: What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light;
what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not
be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.”

(Mt 10:28)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. The English
translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.

All rights reserved.  ©LPi

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35 (14c)/
Rom 5:12-15/Mt 10:26-33
Monday: Gn 12:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22/Mt 7:1-5
Tuesday: Gn 13:2, 5-18/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Mt 7:6, 12-14
Wednesday: Gn 15:1-12, 17-18/105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9/
Mt 7:15-20
Thursday:  Vigil: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Gal 1:11-20/
In 21:15-19 Day: Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7,
8-9/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19
Friday: Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 8:1-4
Saturday: ~ Gn 18:1-15/Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 53, 54-55/
Mt 8:5-17
Nxt Sunday: 2Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19 (2a)/
Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42
OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday: St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church
Wednesday: Saint Irenaeus, Bishop and Martyr
Thursday: Sts. Peter And Paul, Apostles
Friday: The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church
Saturday: St. Junipero Serra, Priest

Next Sunday: 13 Sunday in Ordinary Time

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

First Reading: We hear how the prophet Jeremiah turned to
God when he felt alone and attacked. What do you need to pray
to God for this week?

Second Reading: Paul taught that through the grace of God,
Christ reversed the sin of Adam, which brought death to all.
When have you felt God’s grace in your life?

Gospel: Jesus encourages his disciples not to be afraid. What ae
some fears you have that you could turn over to God? ©LPi

LIVE THE LITURGY

Christ promises to acknowledge us before his Father if we
will acknowledge him. In what ways are we called to
acknowledge Christ today? In what ways are we tempted
to deny him, to distance ourselves from him?  ©LPi

GOSPEL MEDITATION
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING

OF SCRIPTURE
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time

T

When I was in middle school, there
were times | didn’t want my fellow
students to see my parents drop me off
or pick me up in the school parking lot.
I was embarrassed of my parents. Why?
I have no idea. Maybe it was our station
REXKNOWLEDGE wagon. Or I didn’t want to look like a
I f @ u g little kid. But in retrospect that was a
ULDU U silly thing to do. I was a kid. And I had
two parents who loved me and had built
a wonderful family. I was afraid of the other kids’ judgment.
How silly! I should have been afraid of forgetting or
downplaying my family, which is where my identity had its deep
roots.
This is a way to understand Jesus’ words to his disciples this
Sunday, when he says, “Don’t be afraid of those who kill the
body but cannot Kkill the soul; rather, be afraid of the one
who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.” Fear, in
this sense, refers to where we find our deepest identity and our
highest love. That’s why Jesus says next that when we
acknowledge him before others, he will acknowledge us before
the Father. It doesn’t mean we’re brash or boastful. But rather we
unhesitatingly and humbly embrace our identity as followers of
Jesus and children of God the Father. After all, if we love who
we are and where we come from, who cares what the other kids
think about us?
— Father John Muir

BOLDLY

©LPi

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
The Necklace
I have a necklace that originally belonged to my great-
grandmother. I don’t really know much about the man who gave
it to her, most of those details have been lost to time. But I know
that he wanted to marry her, and that she refused, and it had
something to do with religion — ultimately, he did not share her
faith. And while I’ve certainly seen many interfaith couples have
loving and successful marriages, in this particular case, my great-
grandmother discerned that this would not be one of those
marriages.
Like I said, I don’t have many details about this man, but I know
that she felt she couldn’t marry him because it might jeopardize
the souls of her children, and therefore the souls of their children,
and their children after them — me. She turned him down
because of me.
My great-grandmother never sold that necklace, not even when
the Great Depression further reduced her financial
circumstances. She kept it, and she gave it to her daughter, who
gave it to her daughter, who gave it to me. The necklace is
always given with a warning: there is something worse than
being poor, worse than being scared, worse even than being
desperate. Worse than all of these things is separation from God.
When I wear this necklace, I think about my grandmother and
this man she possibly loved a hundred years ago. I think of the
many decisions we make every day — large and small, good and
bad — that reverberate down through the generations in ways we
cannot, at the time, imagine. I think of the God who knows every
hair on my head.
“And do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul; rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy both soul
and body in Gehenna.” — Matthew 10:28
©LPi



@,?rayer is Powerful. Please Pray with ‘Us.

St Thomas has a very active Prayer Chain coordinated by Martha Johnson. Everyone on the email prayer chain will
receive your request and join you in prayer for your intention. If you have a prayer intention, or if you would like to
become part of the prayer chain, you may send an email to prayer@saintthomaslb.org or you may call the office.

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in
Christ Jesus.” ~ I Thessalonians 5:16-18

In Our Thoughts and Pravyers

Alan Barcelona, Georgianna Barnett, David Bass, George Bass, Marilyn Beard, Susanne Bentz, Helen Bristol,
Gary Carver, Maxine Carver, Beatrice Cuevas, Dave Davis, Joyce Drake, Mike & Susan Evans,

Terri Favre, Steven Floyd, John & Marsha French, Mark Giuffria, Danny Goad, Rosemary Gremillion, Ron Gross,
Leo & Lisa Hamel, Cleve Harrington, Amos Hawes, Melissa Heaton, John Hertz, Jimmy Hillman, Doc Holliday,
Nellie Johnson, Marcus Kaszubowski, Lesley Lara, David LaRosa, Sr., Frank LaRosa, Jamie Manning, Nonilyn Marat,
Snowball McKenna, Amanda Meynard, Rhonda Miketinas, Margaret Ann Necaise, Lucy Eryn Nguyen,

Fr. Pat O’Shaughnessy, Family of Dolly Ocmond, Henry & Gae Odenwald, Robert Peno, Leah Robertson Price,
Bonita Randazzo, Eddie Reid, Jr., Rachel Rogers, Josie Sandoz, Kevin Schneider, Karen Silady, Jackie Skrmetta,
Matthew Smith, Tracie Sowell, Elaine Thibodeaux, Richard Turpin, Ashley Weaver, Jerry & Charlotte West,
Chad & Sally Williams

... and all others in our parish and community in need of healing, physical or spiritual.

Q?Tayfm” Our C[ergy ? CMass Intentions

June 25  For Retired, Extern & Deceased Priests, Mon,Jun 26 8:30 am
Brothers, & Deacons Tue, Jun27 8:30 am  +Harold Barnes
June 26  For Our Deacons & Deacon Candidates Wed Jun28 8:30 am
& Those Discerning Thu, Jun29 8:30 am  Doc Holliday
June 27  For Our Deceased Bishops Joseph Howze +Mike Necaise
and Roger Morin Fri, Jun30 6:30 am  +Donna Bowman
June 28  For Priest & Brothers at Sat, Jull 4:00 pm  +Steve Bosarge
St. Augustine Seminary & +Clay Bishop
St. Stanislaus High School Sun, Jul 2 7:30 am
June 29  For Our Seminarians 9:00 am  The people of St.
June 30  Fr Satish Adhav Thomas Parish
Fr Vincent O. Ajayi and Long Beach
July 1 Please Pray For An Increase In Vocations 11:30 am +Gary Goulet
5:30 pm

FEucharistic_Adoration:
" Spending time with Jesus

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION NOURISHES

“The Christian life needs to be nourished by attentive listening to God’s word and, above all, by the cultivation of a personal rela-
tionship with the Lord in Eucharistic adoration, the privileged “place” for our encounter with God.”

~ Pope Francis, Message, 27" November 2016

Please join us in letting Jesus know we love Him and are anxious to spend time with Him.
Please call Sue Hoffman at 228-313-0157 to let her know what hour you wish. Reminders will be sent every Tuesday
afternoon. You are welcome to drop in anytime on Wednesday to spend whatever time you can in adoration.


http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/papa-francesco_20161127_54-messaggio-giornata-mondiale-vocazioni.html
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Kids Corner

Prayer Copy the picture square by square. Then color it.

God, | thank you for loving
me so much.

Mission for the Week
After you brush your hair,
count the hairs in the brush.

God knows how many hairs \\\ “Y\\

you lost! .{
\ |
ANE SRV

2
=

L]

Sharing the Gospel N

You are God'’s special \\\0 b ?ﬁ[
child. He knows all Y -
about you. He knows [ ' [

what you like to eat.
He knows your favorite
color. He knows how
many teeth you have.
He even knows how
many hairs are on

your head. No one in
this world loves you

as much as God loves
you. Be sure to tell your
friends how much God
loves them, too.

Now color
the picture!

—
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BRING YOUR PASSION. W Only Funeral Home since 1964
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SERVICE

) * Paid training _ ¥ 3 * Funeral and Cremation Services
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HW NM&- “'m ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

15240 Crossroads Phkwy.
228-832-1202
Mon.-Sat. T0am to 7pt

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
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and Support Our Parish! ALY
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CONTACT ME

Michael Reese Ded/cated to Growing St. Thomas
- A and the Long Beach community

mreese@4LPi.com “Office Cell

(800) 477-4574 x6724 228.287.1000 « 228.860.0082

NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!
&
Domino’s

el |-\ Our bulletin

emailed to you A W

Owner
WWW.DOMINOS.COM

every week. 1l 228.863.7801

sealstires@gmail.com

3200 25TH AVENUE
GULFPORT, MS 39501

Visit www.parishesonline.com

Front End Alignments
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Air Conditioning Heating
228-452-4432

“Your Comfort Crafisman”
Third Generation

Family Owned & Operated in the Pass - Since 1938
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FuxeraL Homes, Inc.
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Sinus & Allergy -
Specialist
Functional Rhinoplasty

e

Michael Seicshnaydre
MD, FACS, FAAOA

228.864.0828
www.gulfcoastrhinoplasty.com :

JACK BEATTIE’'S
House of Carpet

Custom Drapery
Imported Tiles & Wood

864-6856

St. Thomas the Apostle Church, Long Beach, MS

oo StateFarm-
E. G. Warren
1301 Pass Road
Gulfport, MS
228-864-2060

WWW.egwarren.com
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