
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 
 

720 East Beach Boulevard 
P. O. Box 1529 

Long Beach, MS 
Phone: (228) 863-1610 
Fax:  (228) 868-6068 

www.saintthomaslb.org 
 

Office Hours:  Monday - Friday 9 am-4:30 pm 
 

Pastor:  Fr. Satish Adhav (228) 863-1610 FrSatish@saintthomaslb.org 
Parochial Vicar:  Fr. Vincent Ajayi (508) 369-6732 FrVincent@saintthomaslb.org 

Deacons:  Ernest “Buddy” Vancourt & Jerry Dubuisson 

Mass Schedule 
Monday-Thursday 8:30 am  
Rosary 8 am 
Friday  6:30 am  
Rosary 6 am 
Saturday 4 pm (vigil) 
Sunday 7:30 am, 9 am, 11:30 am,  
5:30 pm 

Live Stream Mass 
Nativity Cathedral 8 am Daily and  
11 am Sun nativitybvmcathedral.org 

Confession 
Saturday 3:15 pm - 3:45 pm or  
by appointment 

Our Mission Statement 
The people of St. Thomas the Apostle  

Parish in Long Beach form a  
community of faith dedicated to  

Catholic teaching and tradition. We 
welcome God's children of all ages to 

worship with us. Through prayer,  
education and formation, we are called 
by Jesus to bring hope and healing for 
life eternal to all people. Empowered 

by the Holy Spirit, we strive to use our 
personal and communal gifts to live the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Join Our Parish 
To join the St. Thomas family, go to 

www.saintthomaslb.org/parish-registration
-form 

Complete and submit a registration form. 
Paper forms can be found  in the office or 

in the back of the church! 
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mailto:FrVincent@saintthomaslb.org
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ADORATION - Wed., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  
BAPTISM CLASS - Last Sat. of every month at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Religious Education Center. Contact Sue Hoffman  
(228) 313-0157 to reserve your spot. 
CHOIR - Small Group Practices. As per Choir Dir.   
GOOD SHEPHERD SHOWCASE - Open by appointment. 
Call Bitsy (228) 669-3750 or Darlene (404) 630-6624 or 
dar.gbarry@gmail.com 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS - Meetings 1st & 3rd Thurs. 
every month, 7pm - 4th Degree follows the 1st Thurs. meeting 
KC BREAKFAST - 3rd Sun., every month, 8am-11am 
LADIES AUXILIARY OF THE KNIGHTS OF  
COLUMBUS - Meetings 3rd Thurs. every month, 7pm  
LECTIO DIVINA - Meets every Tues. after Mass to reflect on 
the following Sunday’s readings. 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR - 1st Sun. every month 
LUNCHKINS - On Summer Break 
MEN'S BIBLE STUDY - Every Thurs., 6pm, in the library of 
the Religious Education Center  
QUILTERS - Meetings are on the 2nd and 4th Tues. of the 
month, 9:30am, Rm 222 
SVDP SOCIETY - The office is open to help.  
Mon. 9:30am-12:30pm, & Thurs. 9:30am-12:30pm  
YOUTH GIFT CARDS (SCRIP) - During office hours,  
Mon - Fri, 9:00am - 4:30pm 

 
Baptism: Sue Hoffman 228 313-0157 
psuehoffman@gmail.com 
Bulletin Editor: Alice Necaise 228-697-1943  
bulletin@saintthomaslb.org 
Maintenance: Ben DiLorenzo 228-596-3379  
maintenance@saintthomaslb.org 
Liturgical Music Director: Lauren Hymel 228-863-1610  
music@saintthomaslb.org 
Youth Music Director: Tyler Brandon 228-424-2970  
music2@saintthomaslb.org 
Pastoral Council: Jerry Dubuisson 228-348-1997  
dfdchiefjerry@att.net 
Prayer Intentions: Martha Johnson 
prayer@saintthomaslb.org 
RCIA Director: Dave Gauthier 228-596-8835 
rcia@saintthomaslb.org 
SRE Coordinator: Dave Gauthier 228-596-8835  
religiouseducation@saintthomaslb.org 
St. Vincent de Paul: Mike Barry 228- 822-0609 
svdp.president@saintthomaslb.org 
Youth Ministry: Kaitlynn Claret 228 236-4899  
youthministry@saintthomaslb.org 

Is the oldest Christian Church  
in the world in India? 

 
When Portuguese explorers reached India in 1498, the  
Portuguese were surprised to find thriving Christian  
communities.  For these, there is still no doubt that their Christian 
faith is an unbroken tradition going back to the arrival of St 
Thomas the Apostle in 52. 
St Thomas is the Patron Saint of Architects, and when we see 
statues and icons of St Thomas the Apostle, he is often holding 
architects tools.  Legend is that he arrived on the western coast of 
India and designed and built seven churches.  St Thomas Church 
at Palyar in Trichur, Kerala claims to be one of the seven, the 
existing structure built around the original wooden walls in the 
17th century.   
One story suggests that Thomas offered to build a palace for the 
Indian Raj that would last forever. The king gave the him money; 
which Thomas gave to the poor. Asked to show his progress,  
St. Thomas explained that the palace he was building for the Raj 
was in heaven, not on earth.   
As we celebrate the Feast Day of Saint Thomas the Apostle on 
July 3rd, let’s renew our commitment to spreading the good news 
of Jesus Christ.   

PRIEST MASS ASSIGNMENT 
       

                
9:00 - Fr. Vincent             
11:30 - Fr. Vincent             

             

COLLECTION June 10 &11 
Regular collections  $9,585.00 
Diocesan Priest Supplement  $2,732.00 
Utilities & Insurance  $ 60.00 

Dear Lord,  
Thank you for our nation.  

Thank you for the natural beauty of this country,  
the people who serve our nation,  

and freedoms we have been given.  
Help us to seek your will in our laws and culture.  

Amen.   

 
Please come celebrate  

our country’s independence  
at Mass on July 4th at 9:00am. 

mailto:dar.gbarry@gmail.com
mailto:psuehoffman@gmail.com
mailto:bulletin@saintthomaslb.org
mailto:maintenance@saintthomaslb.org
mailto:music@saintthomaslb.org
mailto:music2@saintthomaslb.org
mailto:dfdchiefjerry@att.net
mailto:Prayer@saintthomaslb.org
mailto:religiouseducation@saintthomaslb.org
mailto:religiouseducation@saintthomaslb.org
mailto:svdp.president@saintthomaslb.org
mailto:youthministry@saintthomaslb.org


 
“New Wine” is open for applications. 

The next “New Wine” lay ministry formation program by the 
Diocese of Biloxi will begin in August 2023. “New Wine” is for 
lay Catholics who want a basic foundation in theology and  
pastoral skills or who seek to be leaders in ministry. The  
program consists of 94 weekly two-hour classroom sessions over 
three years. Applications must be made through the parish and 
approved by the pastor. The program costs, $300 a year, are 
shared between the participant and the parish. Completed  
applications are due July 31st. For more information contact  
Ann Marie McIntyre at (228) 860-8749. 

 
LADIES AUX OFFICERS FOR 2023—2024 

President - Tammy DiLorenzo 
Vice-President - Ann Johnson 

Secretary - Phyllis Seal 
Treasurer - Sharon DiLorenzo 

 
I’d like to say thanks to the parish and staff for all of your pray-

ers and support as I celebrate my first anniversary of  Ordina-

tion to the Diaconate on June 25th. 

Deacon Jerry  

 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OFFICERS  

FOR 2023—2024: 
Grand Knight: David Brazier 

Deputy Grand Knight: Thomas Ponte 
Chancellor: Ben Dilorenzo 
Recorder: Rodney Sandoz 
Treasurer: Ennis Johnson 
Lecturer: Dave Gauthier 

Advocate: Frankie Castiglia 
Warden: Jeff Loftus 

Knights of Columbus 

Breakfast 
Join your St. Thomas family  
for breakfast and fellowship. 

Sunday July 16, 2023  
8am – 11am 
$8.00 a plate 

 
Question: Which major South American city has a giant 250-
foot statue of Jesus overlooking the city’s bay from the top of a 
mountain? 
Answer: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 
Special Second Collection  

Catholic Charities  
of South Mississippi 

July 8-9 
 

1800 people were affected by the EF-2 tornado Monday, 
June 19, 2023, with 500 people becoming homeless. More 
than 100 homes and businesses were damaged or  
destroyed. 
Catholic Charities of South Mississippi provides long term 
recovery assistance following a disaster. Their goal is to 
help people return home. 
Catholic Charities of South Mississippi is proud to be one 
of very few agencies that provides long term recovery in 
undeclared disasters! If anyone has been affected by the 
recent tornado, please contact Catholic Charities of South 
Mississippi at 228-701-0555. 
Please be generous in helping our neighbors in the second 
collection on July 8 and 9. 

The office will be closed  

for Independence Day  

on July 3rd and 4th 

Congratulations to Deacon Buddy  

on his 14th anniversary  

of Ordination to the Diaconate  

on June 22th. 



LIVE THE LITURGY  
Our relationship with Christ is the ultimate starting point. The 
wellspring. Every good quality in our character, every kind  
action of our lives, every devout practice of our day must flow 
from this place where we encounter him in our hearts. 

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
First Reading:  The Shunammite woman is rewarded with the 
promise of a newborn son for her generous hospitality to the 
prophet Elisha. To whom could you show a good measure of 
charity this week?  
Second Reading:  In Paul’s view, since Jesus defeated death in 
his resurrection, he challenged the believers in Rome to think of 
themselves as “being dead to sin and living for God.” How often 
do you think of ways to put your faith into action?  
Gospel:  Jesus teaches his disciples about the challenges and 
rewards of following him. What do you personally find most 
challenging or rewarding in following Jesus? 
©LPi 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK  
Sunday: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Thomas, Apostle  
Tuesday: Independence Day 
Wednesday: St. Anthony Zaccaria, Priest;  
 St. Elizabeth of Portugal  
Thursday: St. Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr  
Friday:  
Saturday:  
Next Sunday: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19 
 (2a)/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42 
Monday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2/Jn 20:24-29     
Tuesday: Gn19:15-29/Ps 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-12/Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday: Gn 21:5, 8-20a/Ps 34:7-8, 10-11, 12-13/ 
 Mt 8:28-34  
Thursday: Gn 22:1b-19/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Mt 9:1-8 
Friday: Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67/Ps 106:1b-2,  
 3-4a, 4b-5/Mt 9:9-13 
Saturday: Gn 27:1-5, 15-29/Ps 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6/ 
 Mt 9:14-17 
Next Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14 (see 1)/
 Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading:  “I know that Elisha is a holy man of God. Since 
he visits us often, let us arrange a little room on the roof and  
furnish it for him with a bed, table, chair, and lamp, so that when 
he comes to us he can stay there.” (2 Kgs 4:9-10) 
Psalm:  For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. (Ps 89) 
Second Reading:  Are you unaware that we who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were indeed 
buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might live in newness of life. (Rom 6:3-4) 
Gospel:  “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever  
receives me receives the one who sent me.” (Mt 10:40) 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 
1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All 
rights reserved.  ©LPi 

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING  

OF SCRIPTURE  
July 2, 2023 
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
As a boy my favorite board game was “Chutes and Ladders.” 
The players roll dice to move from the start to the finish, from 
the bottom of the board to the top. If you land on a chute, you 
slide back and down. It was a bummer. Land on a ladder, and 
you jump well up the board and near the goal. It was a thrill to 
find a ladder and draw closer to the goal. That’s life, isn’t it? At 
every moment, we’re either moving closer or farther from the 
goal of our lives.  
How do we win? Jesus tells us the secret of life’s chutes and 
ladders hinges on getting our loves rightly ordered. What we 
love in life is meant to be a ladder, drawing us up into God’s 
love — including our family, friends, work, play, food, and 
drink. Even to give your water to someone out of love for Christ 
leads to a sure reward.  
But those ladders of our loves can become chutes. If we love 
even our family members more than Christ, we slide down and 
back. If we love the persons and things in our life for the sake of 
Christ, He says we “surely will not lose our reward.” The key 
difference between a chute and ladder, between our spiritual re-
gression and advancement, is our willingness to renounce every-
thing — even our own life — for the love of Jesus. To allow 
everything and everyone we love to draw us to love him more — 
that’s the difference between chutes and ladders. 

— Father John Muir  ©LPi 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
A Prophet’s Reward 
“Move back in with us until you save enough for a decent 
house,” my mother told me over and over again as the birth of 
my second child neared.  
My little family was quickly outgrowing our rented space, but 
the housing market in our area was a nightmare for first-time 
homebuyers. As appealing as the offer was, I kept refusing, con-
vinced that my mother didn’t understand the chaos, disruption, 
and loss of personal space that such a move would mean for her 
and my dad.  
I was wrong — she did. And eventually she wore me down. 
When my son was three months old my family of four moved 
back into my old bedroom. My parents made an office space for 
my husband in the basement, and they converted their den into a 
playroom for two of the loudest children you will ever meet. 
They told us we could stay as long as we needed to (it ended up 
being two years). They greeted us with love and warmth every 
morning and never made us feel like we were an inconvenience.  
Today’s first reading always reminds me of my mom, not be-
cause I consider myself a prophet (hardly) but because of the 
way she received me — specifically, in whose name she received 
me. 
I’ve always tried to understand exactly what makes my parents’ 
acts of love — toward me, toward each other, toward perfect 
strangers — feel so genuine. I think, after more than 30 years, 
I’ve finally realized the secret: my parents love God more than 
they love me. They love God more than they love anyone. 
Like making room in their life and their home for me and my 
boisterous family, these acts originate in sacrifice. They don’t 
come cheap. They come from the cross. 
“Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”  
— Matthew 10:39 
©LPi 



 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION NOURISHES 
“The Christian life needs to be nourished by attentive listening to God’s word and, above all, by the cultivation of a personal rela-
tionship with the Lord in Eucharistic adoration, the privileged “place” for our encounter with God.”  
~ Pope Francis, Message, 27th November 2016 

 
Please join us in letting Jesus know we love Him and are anxious to spend time with Him.  
Please call Sue Hoffman at 228-313-0157 to let her know what hour you wish. Reminders will be sent every Tuesday 
afternoon. You are welcome to drop in anytime on Wednesday to spend whatever time you can in adoration. 

 
Mon, Jul 3 8:30 am  
Tue,  Jul 4 9:00 am  
Wed Jul 5 8:30 am  
Thu,  Jul 6 8:30 am  
Fri,  Jul 7 6:30 am +Florence & +Matthew Ajayi 
Sat,  Jul 8 4:00 pm +Lois Garrett 
    
Sun,  Jul 9 7:30 am +Harold & +Joby Demetz 
   +Clara & +J.C. Landry 
  9:00 am The people of  
   St. Thomas Parish 
   and Long Beach  
  11:30 am +Freida Chandler 
  5:30 pm +Debra Muesall 

 
 
July 2 Pope Francis 
July 3 Fr. Satish Adhav 
July 4 Fr. Vincent O. Ajayi 
July 5 Fr. Godfrey Andoh 
July 6 Fr. Charles Arthur 
July 7 Bishop Louis F. Kihneman III 
July 8 Fr. Philip J. Audet 
 Fr. Mike Austin 

 
St Thomas has a very active Prayer Chain coordinated by Martha Johnson. Everyone on the email prayer chain will  
receive your request and join you in prayer for your intention. If you have a prayer intention, or if you would like to  
become part of the prayer chain, you may send an email to prayer@saintthomaslb.org or you may call the office. 
 
 “Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in   
 Christ Jesus.”  ~ 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
 Alan Barcelona, Georgianna Barnett, David Bass, George Bass, Marilyn Beard, Susanne Bentz, Helen Bristol, Linda 
Carden, Maxine Carver, Beatrice Cuevas, Dave Davis, Joyce Drake, Mike & Susan Evans, Terri Favre, John & Marsha 
French, Mark Giuffria, Danny Goad, Rosemary Gremillion, Ron Gross, Leo & Lisa Hamel, Cleve Harrington, Amos 
Hawes, Melissa Heaton, John Hertz, Jimmy Hillman, Doc Holliday, Nellie Johnson, Marcus Kaszubowski, Anne Ladner, 
Lesley Lara, David LaRosa, Sr., Frank LaRosa, Joe Loftus, Jamie Manning, Nonilyn Marat, Snowball McKenna,  
Amanda Meynard, Rhonda Miketinas, Margaret Ann Necaise, Lucy Eryn Nguyen, Fr. Pat O’Shaughnessy, Family of 
Dolly Ocmond, Henry & Gae Odenwald, Robert Peno, Leah Robertson Price, Bonita Randazzo, Eddie Reid, Jr., Rachel 
Rogers, Liz Ruth, Josie Sandoz, Kevin Schneider, Phyllis Seal, Tammy Sentz, Karen Silady, Pete Skrmetta, Tracie  
Sowell, Elaine Thibodeaux, Richard Turpin, Ashley Weaver, Jerry & Charlotte West, Chad & Sally Williams 

… and all others in our parish and community in need of healing, physical or spiritual. 

 

+ Jim Day 
+Jacqueline Skrmetta  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/vocations/documents/papa-francesco_20161127_54-messaggio-giornata-mondiale-vocazioni.html
mailto:prayer@saintthomaslb.org
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Michael Reese

 
mreese@4LPi.com 

(800) 477-4574 x6724

YOUR LONG BEACH REAL ESTATE EXPERT

Dedicated to Growing St. Thomas 
and the Long Beach community

228.287.1000 • 228.860.0082

PHILIP LeBLANC
REALTOR

Office                             Cell
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